
WHAT IS POLITICS?
Department of Sociology & Centre for the Study of Politics
"Politics is the study of who gets what, where and how." (Laswell 1965).  Maynooth 
politics goes beyond the usual – to explore power from below. 

POLITICS

Understanding and 
developing active 

citizenship

THE PRACTICE OF 
POLITICS

The study of  
political institutions 

ELECTIONS, PARTIES,  
POLITICIANS, POLICY 

AND 

POLITICS BEYOND  
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS 

Social movements, Media, Business

FOLLOW YOUR INTERESTS AND  
CHOOSE YOUR OWN PATHWAYS

• Globalisation and risk
• Power from below
• Power and public policy

YEAR

1
YEAR

2
YEAR

3
An introduction to the  

subject and key concepts.

SEMESTER ONE

SEMESTER TWO

Political 
institution: theory 

and practice

Learn the key ideas.  
Research Power. 

SEMESTER ONE

Democracy and active 
citizenship.  

Research methods. 

FOLLOW YOUR INTERESTS 
1 elective from choice of 5. 

SEMESTER TWO

State and society. 
Active Citizenship; research 
methods to shadow power. 

FOLLOW YOUR INTERESTS  
2 electives from choice of 7.

Develop the key ideas.  
Become a researcher.

SEMESTER ONE

Special Topic Research 
Project. You choose your 
own research question. 

FOLLOW YOUR INTERESTS 
1 elective from choice of 5. 

SEMESTER TWO

Irish politics and society. 
Special Topic Research 

Workshop. 

FOLLOW YOUR INTERESTS  
2 electives from choice of 7.  

Political theory, ideas 
and ideologies.

E: sociology.department@mu.ie  
www.maynoothuniversity.ie 
@MU_Sociology 
@MU__Politics

https://twitter.com/search?q=%40MU_Sociology&src=typed_query
https://twitter.com/search?q=%40MU_Politics&src=typed_query&f=top

