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Annually, the Ethnography Winter School brings together

Ethnography as if gender
and sexuality mattered.

format will attract participants of diverse disciplinary orientations

• Concept work in student-centred
workshops.
• Peer critiques, from proposing to
polishing prose.
Plus seminars on:
• Policy, gender oppression, and
anthropology: the AAA addresses
sexual harassment and assault.

postgraduate students, professional researchers, and others for
focused re ection on ‘ethnography’ today. We have structured the
module as a one-week workshop or ‘laboratory,’ enabling students,
established scholars, and others to work through challenges and
opportunities related to their own research and writing projects in
dialogue and critical engagement with each other. We hope this
and career stages, and we further hope that this cross-fertilisation
of perspectives will yield fresh insights into what ethnography can
teach us about the world in which we live.
This year the Winter School will focus on the far-reaching ways in
which feminist and queer scholarship has challenged and
transformed ethnography. Our speakers’ contributions will touch
on a range of subjects that explore the nature of this challenge and
of the present moment of ferment. For example, there will be a
consideration of the American Anthropological Association’s
recently instituted Policy on Sexual Harassment and Sexual Assault,
which is grounded in the recognition of the consequences of

• Gender and genre in ethnographic
writing.

gender oppression for the methods and practices of anthropology

• Grief, memorialisation and the
feminist anthropology of Malathi
DeAlwis.

of gender and genre in ethnographic writing (Elisabeth Tauber,

fl

• Shame/less: Sex, ethics, and
ethnography’s indiscretions.

(M. Gabriela Torres, Wheaton College); a meditation on questions
Free University of Bozen-Bolzano); and a roundtable discussion of
the powerful ethnographic work of the late Sri Lankan feminist
anthropologist Malathi DeAlwis (speakers tbc).
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Ethnography Winter School
This module is a comprehensive introduction to ethnography. The
course is delivered in a burst format over one week, and features
the collaborative teaching of practising ethnographers, including
both academics and professional researchers. ‘Ethnography’ is
more than a ‘method’: it comprises a whole style of thought
encompassing forms of observation, analysis, and writing. The
module therefore emphasises analysis and theory in
addition to the research practices (interviewing, participant
observation, note-taking) conventionally associated with
qualitative research methodology. Themes covered
include: culture and difference, contexts and cases (working in
NGOs, clinics, corporations), styles of representation and the
politics of knowledge, research ethics and ethnographic
engagement. The module is also structured as a workshop, so
that ethnographers at various stages of their careers — from
students planning proposals, to dissertation writers analysing
previously collected material, to research professionals who may
not be based in academia — will be able to produce work within
the module that relates to their respective career stages, locations,
and goals. This work, such as a proposal draft or a stretch of
ethnographic writing, forms the basis for module assessment.
Research students based at institutions other than Maynooth University
are welcome to register for the Winter School, but the procedures for
enrolling in the course for credit will necessarily be somewhat
complicated. You are advised to be in touch well in advance with Dr
Chandana Mathur (chandana.Mathur@mu.ie) and the Maynooth
Anthropology Department Of ce (anthropology.of ce@mu.ie).
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Please don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or would
like to register your interest in participating.

