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LOOKING BACK AT THE

GEOGRAPHICAL YEAR :
THE AUDITOR’S REPORT

On behalf of the geography society and the editorial staff I would
like to welcome you to this year’s Milien. Back last October,
while we were returning for another year of geographical suste-
nance, everything seemed to be shrinking and diminishing; the
former Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, Charlie Haughey’s popularity,
etc. Happily the Geography Department bucked the trend, as the
new year saw a new addition to it; Dr. Paul Gibsqn, a northerner
(thus adding to the considerable northern flavour of the depart-
ment) renowned for his knowledge of geology, and his excellent
tutorials (thanks for the cheque Paul). On behalf of the Society’s
members [ would like belatedly to extend a hearty welcome 1o

Paul, and wish him many years of suc¢ess and satmfactnon here

in Maynooth,
The start of the Society’s year was a most entenammg one when

‘on a Tuesday evening in mid October Proinnsias Breathnach

gave the Society’s first talk, in what is now very much a tradition,
where he discussed the nature and content of Fieldtrips. As usuat
the talk was brim-full of humour, and the audienice were rolling
in the aisles (or at least underneath the seats of Theatre 2). Sadly
Proinnsias could not resist the temptation to apply his “undying
wit” torather unwarranted slides of the auditor. (Now Lknow why

John Sweeney and Dennis Pringle asked me to pose underneath

the Mannequin Pis!) As far as I know this was the first event held
by any society this year; we were so fast off the starting blocks
that other societies were screaming for a steroids test.

Fair’s Day for the society proved to be a most salubrious one. By
various means, all of which, of course, were totally above board,

the society attained a membership of over 400. This membership

increase was reflected in a capitation increase of £150 when the
capitation figures finally came out,

November brought John Were from Uganda, who gave a lecture
1o the society on “Economic Integration in South East Africa”™
This was an interesting lecture, and of benefit not just to students
in First Year or those doing the African Honours option course,
but also to those of us doing the Third Year Western European
course, who could draw parallels with issues brought up in the
lecture, and those involved in European integration. The lecture
was very well attended. Also during this month students from,
Maynooth attended the 2 day planning conference in Dublin,
which discussed the Customs House development and paralleled
it with similar development in Belfast, while other students
atiended the week long environmental conference in U.C.D.
OnDecember 3rd Dr. Cecil Houston addressed a farge attendance
in Rhetorie, which included the First Secretary of the Canadian
EmbaSSy, giving a talk for the society with a novel title: “Quebec
sociely; extinct or distinct”. This dealt with population and
geographical change in Quebec, and also touched on factors, such
as preservation of its French language and cuiture, which could
lead to it deciding to secede from the Canadian Federation later
this year. This talk, accompanied by slides, went down well with
the gathering, who also appreciated Dr. Houston’s humourous
style. A cheese and wine reception capped an enjoyable evening.
In January Dr. Lovemore Zinyama arrived to spend a month in
Maynooth as guest lecturer. The society was honoured by three
interesting lectures given by Dr. Zinyama during his stay, all of
which challenged our previous opinions on development prob-
lems in Africa. In the first of these lectures Dr. Zinyama showed
how some forms of aid were not helping development in Africa,

and how some forms involving loans were actual; i
development process, especially when African govern: . 'il
to pay large proportions of their. foreign currency in pay.ug - &5
interest on these loans. His second lecture saw him assessing fhp‘
role tourism was, and was not, playing in aiding development.
His final lecture, which was also the inaugural lecture of the.
society, dealt with the homelands in South Africa. He explained.
how they developed, and discussed some of the problems they
faced, especially the geographical one of having parts of their
territory unconsolidated, and actually being in the form of islands
within South Africa. The lecture was followed by a receptlon
which was also to prove achance tosay goodbye to the affable Dr.
Zinyama, who was leaving for Zimbabwe later that week. Asa.
token of gratitude from the department he was presented, by
Professor Smyth, with a book on Ireland.

InFebruary a large group from Maynooth comprising of lecturers
and students went 1o Trinity for the annual GSI Joint Societies
Lecture, to which we contributed £50 of the costs. The talk was
given by Dr. Chris Caseldine from the University of Exeter wha
spoke on the theme “Environmental change in Iceland: past,
present, and future”, An excellent lecture was enjoyed by all of
us, even those of us with limited capability in this field! '
Afterwards we all enjoyed a cheese and wine reception hosted by.
the Trinity geography society, except of course those who had to
drive the cars back to Maynooth,

The A.G.M.of the socwty will be held on Wednesday 22nd April
in Rhetoric, I would urge students in first and second year to put.
yourselvés forward for positions in the society, be it auditor, vice
president, secretary, treasurer, PRO, or committee member. We
would like to have representation from both years on next years-
committee, Nominations, with a proposer and seconder, can be-
given to'me (¢/o the Stadents Union if you don’ t meet me) or in.
to the postgrad room in 36 Middle Rhetoric.

Finally 1 would like to-thank ¢ur editor, Brian Daly, for all his
work, and an excellent job, in editing Milicu for the second year
on the trot. Also the postgraduates Ann, Colm and Sarah, for their
help in putting this magazine together, as well as all those who so:
generously submitted articles. Of course I would like to thank:
you the reader for buying Milicu! 1 would like to thank the-

geography department for their interest during the year, espe-..

cially those who helped provide lecturers for the society. Also’
thanks to all of you who attended our meetings. I would like to.
thank also those I may have carclessly omitted in my wishes of
gratitude. Last, but not least, I would like to thank my fellow’
commitice members for their hard work and dedication throughout
the ycar.

Best wishes for the rest of the academic year and all that may
follow in the years afier.

ADRIAN KAVANAGH

MAYNOOTH GEOGRAPHY SOCIETY

1991-1992
AUDITOR Adrian Kavanagh_
VICE PRESIDENT Declan Brassil®
SECRETARY Mary Colling
TREASURER Karen Cosgrove:
PRO Annc Keyes
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Back in 1982 the subtitle of Milieu was 'A Search for
Relevance'. The then editor argued that geography
was gradually acquiring a new raison d'étre based
upon our subjects increasing desire to address social
issues and problems. Such stirings were it seems
groundedon "anew and more fruitful mode of analysis

. that encapsulated' a definite value stance" (Mileu
1982 page 1). The outcome of this change of focus,
argued the editor, was best exemplified by the rise of
Radical Marxist Geography.

A decade later all has changed. Not only has
geography failed to find its ‘relevance’ but the present
editor cannot even make the sort of confident predic-
tion about geography's future, that my counterpart ten
years back, did. The inability of the present editor to
make a similar definitive statement on the future of
geography is 'inspired’ by the present intellectual cli-
mate of confusion that surrounds all critical thought.
This present disorder is in part a result of the rapidly
changing world political. scene where the previous
binary divisions of East/West, NATO/Warsaw Pact
and Socialist/Capitalist have now been replaced with
an infinitely more complicated world order. With the
erosion of this binary, black or white framework
(neatly symbolized by the collapse of the Berlin Wall)
comes intellectual chaos as we try and make sense of
our new, but more elaborate world.

Thus for example in the pre-Wall days a general
division could be established between those on the left
of the political spectrum and those on the right. Within
this simplified scheme, left wingers were generally
seen as the good guys whilst those on the right felt
constahtly under siege suddenly the east disintegrate
and the utopian goal of a socialist society disappeared.
Market led economies and neo-classical economics
became popular again as the Adam Smith values of the
right replaced the left and Marx. This should have
resulted in the overriding dominance of the right, but
the legacy of Thatcher and Regan and the now going
disillusionment in the former Soviet empire with the
market, only served to deepen confusion by shattering

the obvious limitations 1mposcd by pre-Wall binary
thinking.

It is into this sort of vacuum, created by the
decline of such dualistic concepts asleft and right, that
the present editor finds himself located “Given this
perceived milieu, this writer believes that the future of
geography lies notin a search for a definitive value
stance, but rests instead with an attempt to infuse our
discipline with a sense of plurality or toleration. In-
stead of searching for the best, or most legitimate,
mode of analysis geographers should be prepared (on
the basis of uncertainty and subjective interpretation)
to treat all perspectives equally - to abandon-and reject
the previous search for totalizing ideologies.

This denial of privilege to any particular point of
view will undoubtedly cause greatest distress to those
who believe that their ideology is a liberating force.
Hence the ideals of Political Correctness (Marxism
without economics) which, forexample, dismisses the
idea of classical literature as the product of Dead
White Men and which argues for a multicultural ap-
proach in intellectual pursuits, will along with femi-
nist beliefs, probably suffer mostin the future. Believ-
ing that they hold the moral high gound and that their
mission in life is to liberate. These philosophies have
increasingly being accused of establishing a counter-
tyranny of silence and exclusion, of creating a new
McCarthytism based upon a new censorship code.
The underlying dogmatism in these visions was per-
haps tolerable in the old binary world where .l'thc
identification of good or bad, right or left, was a
relatively straight forward job. However in the more
complex, post-Wall world, the erosion of these old
world dictatorial attitudes will occur as we gradually
realize thatno one beliefis superiortoanother - that the
moral highground is not fixed indefinately. It is
because of the need to move away from the dogmatism
of past ideologies that the future of geography will
hopefully not lie in the acquisition of a definite value

stance.
d_gc.olrege .
( ‘{.,% Brian Daly
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POOR IRELAND
- A GEOGRAPHICAL INEVITABILITY?
by Brian Phelan, 3rd Arts -

Many people will remember Brian Lenihan’s assertion that
emigration isingvitable in Ir¢land, that the country simply cannot
support all the people that it produces. Whether fully thought out
or not, his remarks revealed an attitude which is often heard
expressed, that Ireland is poor, by virtue of our lack of resources,
our peripherality, the size of our population and so on. It is
nobody’s fault, itis just the way it is and we should just get on with
it. Many of these excuses imply that it is Geography that is to
blame. We cannot change this so the depressing conclusion is
that we are poor and will remain so. Lenihan’s attitude has
recently been echoed in the proposals of the Minister for Labour
to set up FAS offices in other EC countries to assist in the
recruitment of Irish people abroad.

Is Ireland Really Poor?

Is Ireland not a relatively rich country, now on the verge of full
integration into the largest, richest market in the world, the
European Community? The following table shows GNP per
capita for seven countries. Though GNP per capita is a crude
measurement of a country’s wealth, as it takes no account of the
distribution of wealth within the country, it does give an indica-
tion of the productive power of a country:

COUNTRY GNP PER CAPITA

(US$) 1985

USA 16,400
UK 8,390

~ IRELAND 4,840
SPAIN 4,360
MEXICO 2.080
INDIA 250
KENYA 65

. (Source: Congood 1991:13)

On this scale, per capita, Ireland produces a fraction of the wealth
of the US A and about 60% of the wealth of the UK, We produce
about the same as Spain, but infinitely more than Kenya or India.
Indeed, on a scale of rich to poor, Ireland has been ranked as the
25th richest state in the world (Congood 1991:166).

On the other hand, poverty does not have to result in mass
starvation in order to be keenly felt. Some current figures for
Ireland:

« Unemployment 20%
* Emigration 30,000 p.a:

(Source: Congood 1991:5)

Itisalso estimated that one third of the population is living below
the poverty line (Congood 1991:168). Other important factors
are our high foreign debt and our smalt industrial base.

Ireland is clearly not as poor as the countries of the Third World,
but we do not make it as equals with the “First World” countries
in terms of income, economic power, or in terms of “economic,
political, social and cultural independence, seen by some as the

major qualities of a developed country {Congood 1991:8). Sowe
can conclude, that relative to our neighbours, we are poor. Now,
is this a geographical inevitability?

Resources

As already stated, Ireland is sometimes seen as being poor in
terms of natural resources. We have little coal and no oil. QOur
forests have been cleared - by 1920 less than 1% of the land was
under forest (Walsh ct al 1980:175). But agriculture is our
biggest industry, engaging 25% of the workforce dtrectly and
another 25% indirectly through food processing and’ support
services (Walsh et al 1980:172). Ireland’s climate is particularly
suited to agriculture, and much of our.land is top quality.

“Irish soil, even if often growing ‘just.as little as it is
physically possible for the land to grow under an Irish sky” in the
caustic phrase of a New Zealand consultant in--1949, counts
among the more fertile soils of Europe” (Lee, 1989:523).

As an island, washed by the North Atlantic Drift, the ocean is a
resource available to us, which has been sadly under-used in the
past, and which is now dominated by the fishing fleets of other
countries. In 1973, the value of the Irish catch was only one
twelfth of the value of the catch of Denmark (Walsh et al
1980:177). According to Professor Lee “if Irish fishermen
cannot compete with (foreign fishermen) it is not because the f:sh
have chosen to boycoit them™ (1989 523)

We have large peat resources, wh:ch untd recently generated one

quarter of our electncny (Walsh ¢l al 1980: 191). So, while
lacking the coal and iron resources which were vital 1o the kick-
off of the British Industrial Revolution, we have an abundance of
other natural resources, which are, or could be, the bases for
native industry. As Professor Lee puts it, “Nature, it muost be
concluded, has not been consplcuously niggardly towards- Ire-
land”. (1989:523)

Peripherality

That Ireland’s peripheral position on the edge of Europe should
be a valid reason for our economic state is patently false. Being
an island off the coast of North-Western Europe was no impedi-
ment to our neighbour, Britain, in atlaining economic and politi-
cal power. The sea was the main means of tradmg and commu-
nication until the advent of rail, air and improved road transport.
Other peripheral countries such as Norway, Finland and Iceland
have not been unduly limited by their geographical positions.
Ireland, 60 miles away from Britain, hasexcellentaccess toa very
large market, :

Population

Do we produce more people than we can support, as Brian
Lenihan’s argument went? Before the famine, there were ¢ight
million people living on the island, albeit mostly in poverty, as
opposed (o a combined population today, North and South, of
approximately 5 million. Ireland is sparsely populated, 1.J. Lee
says that “the only countries with densities below the South (the
Republic of Ireland), Finland, Sweden and Norway; have huge

areas of uninhabitable land. Their real density is far higher than -

their recorded density” (1989:511).

No arguments about resources, population or peripherality stand
up under exantination as explanations for Ireland’s economic
position. To explain this, it is necessary to look at Ireland’s
history, and principally at our experience as a colony.

Colonialism

The purpose of a colony is to provide resources for the “‘mother
country”, to buy her goods, thus providing a market for her
industries, in general to be oriented to increasing the economic
wealth of the imperial country. Development of native industry
which would compete with that of the mother country is discour-
aged,

This was the situation in which Ireland found itself. According
to P.Healy “the failure of the 1798 Rebellion to establish an
indépendent capitalist Ireland meant the continuation of colonial
domination and economic ¢xploitation.. (Wthh) has continued
to the present day” (1983:1). The Irish bourgeoisie missed the
“historical boat” in thisway. The failure to achicve independence
and the resulting partition settlement, cut off thie industrial North-
East of the country from the rest of the country, which was
predominantly agriculiural, distorting theeconomy of both states.
The resulting agricultural sector of the Southern State was unable
to develop because of the British “cheap food policy”. The native
industrial sector was tiny, which meant that the new state appa-
ratus (civil service, public sector eic.) ate up much of the ‘small
amount of resotirces available (Healy 1983 I) -

Healy’s argument continues that the “Economtc War™ of the
1930°s" was mild compared to what was needed .in order to
encourage native industry. The new economic turn taken in 1958,
following the “Whitaker Report”, though it brought in foreign
investment and led toincreased living standards, in fact increased
the expleitation of Ireland, by the exportling of profits, the taking
of loans to finance the building of infrastructure, angd by the dircct
payment of grants and incentives to foreign companies (Healy,
1983:pp2,3). The bubble burst with the 1973 Oil Crisis leaving
the government unable to pay for currentexpendtture and forcing
them into foreign borrowing and tax increases, This has lead 1o
the current foreign debit situation. Ray Crotty (1989:26 27) also
sees the “Economic Miracle” of the Whilaker eraasthe, rootol the
country’s current indebtedness. '

The net result has been “the subordination of the economy of the
whole 32 countries to international capital” (Healy 1983:6).
European integration will bring down remaining barriers 16 trade,
investment and movement of capital, While providing opportu-
nities to some Irish capitalists, this situation scems likely to
entrench the relationship that Ireland has with international
capital, and indeed, to increase the export of profits and the
control of Irish industry by foreign interests. To compensate, EC
subventions will have to increase to make up in part for the greater
exploitation of the country. Somctimes, reasons other than
history or geography are given for the relative poverty of Ireland,
reasons which have a cultural basis. Wehave all heard stalements
such as: “wearelazy”, “welack a positive cntreprencurial spirit”,
“we begrudge the good fortune of others”, “we don’t speak
enough forelgn languages”, “we have a national inferiority com-
plex”, or “there is a lack of a good work cthic in our society”,
Attempting to tackle these problems, real or imaginary, while
ignoring the deeper causes of our situation, would be like build-
ing a house on shifting sands., We cannaot afford o ignore
Ireland’s position in the structure of the world economy.

Conclusion
Ireland is not a Third World country, where the absolule poverty
of many of the people is not comparable to the one-third of our

population living in relative poverty. But we are peor in relation
to our neighbours: Explaining this situation through lack of
resources, our geographical position and our birth rate can be
shown 1o be false, Supposed disadvantages based on our culture
are subsidiary to the main issue. In order to discover the roots of
our economic ills, it is necessary to look at our history and, in
particular, at ourcolonial past, which has brought us to the current
situation of partition and dominance of the country by foreign
capital. The single market, rather than improving the situation is
likely toaccentuate the domination of Ireland ineffectrecolonising
the country. ; :

Any way forward? :

No easy solutions appear evident. The brief look at our history
given suggests that ending the domination by. foreign capital is
the key to an improvement. In this we are in the same situation
as many 3rd World countrics. Among the nccessary measurc$
would be immediate withdrawal from the EC, the repudiation of
the foreign debt, prevention of the export of profits, and a polity
of protectionism in order 1o build native industry.

Policies such as these would be likely to disrupt the activities of
the existing class of Irish capitalists and would thus be unlikely
to be implemented as long as the government is formed of parties
representing their (i.e.. capitalist) interests. In addition, though
this path of action does not directly address the matter of distri-
bution of wealth inside the country, this isa question which would
incvitably come upif such policies were adopted, further dtscour-
aging a capitalist supported government.

There would be other serious effects. Retaliation by individual
governments and multilateral organisations such as the IMF,
GATTand the EC in the form of, forexample, tradesancttonsand
the refusal of credit, would bé likely. Even military intérvention
would not be out of the question to “protéct the interests™ of
individual countrics.

This unpalatable scenario does not change the nature of the
problem. The current economic strategy which includes Earo- -
pean integration gives little cause for hope of improvement in the
well being of the majority of Irish people. Those facing this
situation - the working class, the unemployed, small farmers,
PAYE earners, and others less well-off should find common
cause with séctions of the population that are experiencing
similar problems, in Europe and every other continent, in order to
devise a way forward,
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SEASONAL MIGRATION
- THE DONEGAL EXPERIENCE
by A'rz_ne Keys, 3rd Arts

Donegal located on the Atlantic seaboard has a legacy of migra-
tion attached to the county and still has close connections with
Scotland - the primary destination area for most migrants. The
process of migration has become an institutionalised feature of
existence for many inhabitants of the isolated coastal communi-
ties. From as far back as 1835 Donegal supplied 16 per thousand
of its population as migratory workers, Within Donegal there
were. variations in migrant origins.with North West Donegal
contributing the most migrants from the county. In the South
West, handloom weaving brought and alternative source of
income deeming it unnecessary for people to migrate. Donegal
as a home of season migrants increased dramatically throughout
the 19th century. This trend was contrary to most other counties
who experienced a: downward turn in migration during this
period. In 1841 temporary migration from Donegal was 27% of
the Ulster total. This rose to 47% in 1880 and over 80% in 1910.
The two most important unions supplying these migrants were
Dunfanaghy and the Glenties.

The direction of movemetit from North West Donegal was to East
Donegal - The Lagan - and to Scotland, The Rosses, Gweédore,
Cloghaneely and the Glenties were areas most effccted by this
migratory movement. Seasonal migrafion was a response 10 a
lack of employment and also the need to earn money in order to
pay off family debts. The reasons why Donegal people had to
migrate and the determmants of this m1grauon is crucral to
understandrng why this‘movement became a lifeline for the
communities of North West Donegal.

The physical environment described by Douglas as “harsh and
uninviting” imposed real disadvantages upon the farmer in this
area, The land is predominantly made up of large tracts of
bogland and moorland leaving only small patches of land which
couldbe utilised for arable purposes. The practice of subdividing
the fand was widespread. In 1851 the average arable acrcage per
holding had fallen to 2.3 acres. Agriculwral practices were
limited and based on two ¢rops - potatoes and oats. With
cultivable land so scarce, it posed many problems for people
whose economy and livelihood was dependent on agriculwre.
Fishing offered an alternative source of employment but it was
purely a seasonal occupation providing an unreliable source of
income. Ireland experienced a steady population increase after
1800 and Donegal was no exception to this trend. The growth
caused increased pressure on the already overworked arable land
and on the economy.

The imbalance between economic, demographic and environ-
mental conditions forced the farmer to find alternative source of
income in order to support his family and pay off debts. People
participated in seasonal migration to alleviate the worsening
conditions in the North West. The movement was secn as a safety
valve, for it reduced population pressure on the land and enabled
families to produce a money income.

Migration from North West Donegal while it was a responsé to
poor agricultural and economic conditions, it also depended on
other determinants. The relative proximity to rich agricaltural
land in East Donegal and to the (Irish) poits of Derry and Belfast
served as amajor propellant., ‘The question of transport or access
16 areas of émployment was not an obstacle to movement for the
harvest migranis. Before the coming of the railway line in
Donegal migrants often watked journeys of up 1o fifty miles to
reach the prosperous region in East Donegal. ‘What really
increased seasonal movement was the coming of the steamshrps
which ensured the regular and dependable connections between
Ireland and Scotland. The port of Derry formed the most
important link to the harvesters travellmg lo Scotland Compe—
tition between different steqmlmes facrlrtated the. harvesters as
fares were considerably reduce. The low fares and regular
sailings provided the workers witha “Floatmg Brldgc” by which
they could cross to Scotland. oo
Seasonal migration from North West Donegal could not be
described as selective. This movement drew migrants from all
stages of the life cycle. Donegal was a nursery -ground for
migration children were reared as potential migrants and from an
early age were.sent.to work in the Lagan Scotland was the
dosunatlon for older migrants, S :

While migra'tion to Scotland was dominaled by aseasonal move-
ment for many it became a prelude to permanent migration,
Conditions in Donegal rendered migrations a necessary and
permanent aspect of people’s way of life.” The necessity to
migrate 1o Scotland and England is portrayed by Ann O*Dowd
when contrasting Irish migration to migration élsewhere

“While ptirases such as ‘mobility of 1abour” might have been
used 1o describe the other European migrations - this was in
Ireland but an cuphemism for © prospecnve starvatron”
(Spalpeens and the Tatic Hokers, Pg.254)
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THE ENIGMA OF THE SPATIAL
DISTRIBUTION OF CARNSORE
GRANDODIORITE ERRATICS
by Pascal Desmond

Thisisdedicated toall geography students who eannotunderstand
why some people get excrted about erratics.

“Complexity of geomorphic evolution is much more
common than simplicity.” (W.D, Thornbury, 1954)

Thesolid geology of Co. Wexford and its offshore periphery
displays a wide range of rock types from many geological
periods. There is a narrow band of volcanic rock from Campile
extending in a northeasterly diréction across the county to Tara
Hill near Gorey. On either side of this volcanic baiid:is the
Ordovician Granite of the Wicklow hills-and the Blackstairs
Mountains while further to the southeast is Cambrian metamor-
phicrock including the quartzite peak at Forth Mountain, Wexford
Harbour is not untypical of the estuarics of Ireland’s majorrivers
- it is surrounded by Carboniferous rock formations, ..+’

The Granodiorite at Carnsore Pointis bounded by Pre-Cambrian
and Lower Palacozoic {mostly metamorphic) rocks:except for
some Carboniferous Limestone on part of its Northerly and
Southerly extremities under the sea,  The Granodiorile was
formerly considered to be contemporaneous with Leinster Gran-
ite, but as its shown by Gardiner and Ryan (1964) its character-
istics differ from Leinster Granite. They contend that Leinster
Granite is ‘

“fine grained and firm, of a light grey colour, and contains

 the usual constituent minerals, potassium feldspar, quartz
and the two micas, muscovile and biotite. (Carnsore
Granodiorite) is red in colour coarse-textured, and contains
two or Lhree feldspars (the pr1nc1pal one being orthoc]ase), .
the two micas, as welt as amphibole and quartz.” ‘

Furthermore, Leutwein, Sonct and Max (1973) suggest tha{ the
Granodiorite is “Cambrian in its absolute age of emplacement”,
while Leinster Granite displays the classic north-cast (o south-
west Leinster Granite an age of some 380 million years, The
Granodiorite also differs greatly from Saltees Granite which Max
(1978) deseribes as “a fine to medium grained hypidiomorphic
leucogranite.” Phillips (1981) gives the Saltees Granite an age
>900 million years. Thus, the Granodiorite mass, stretching from
Tacumshane Lake to the Tuskar Rock area is quite distinet from
both Leinster Granite and Saltees Granite. There is no evidence
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Fig. 1 Limit of distribution of large Camsore Granodiorite
boulders. {from Cullcton, 1978a)

available to suggest that the batholith (¢.21 km east-west and ¢,9
kmnorth-south) isexposed atany location other than the Carnsore
area. The implication is that it is the bedrock at Carnsore only.
Structuralty and locationally, therefore, Carnsore Granodiorite is
unique. Co. Wexford has been affected in the past by at least two
glaciations of varying origin and eomposmon These, respec-
tively, are the Munsterian and Midlandian glacial advances. Itis
proposed torefer to the glacial phases primarily according to their
origin, because there is much ongoing debate regarding the age
of the types of till known to exist. For example, at Nemestown
there is a well wéathered, very old till covered by Irish Sea till, or
it may be a not-so-very-old till covered by inland till, or it may be
any combination of these!

Provided that there has been a minimum subsequent churning, it
is relatively easy to distinguish between deposits from the Irish
Sea and deposits from within Ireland by studying the erratics.
Basically, tills of inland origin contain a higgledy-piggledy
mixture of sandstone, Leinster Granite, and midlands limestone,
while tills of Irish Sea origin are relatively uniform containing an
amountof marine shell fragments and element of clay. Ithasbeen
esiablished that the glacial till deposits along the East Coast, and
in places along the South coast of Ireland (as far West as
Ballycouton Bay) were deposited by a glacier which originated in
Scotland because erratics of a fine-grained Riebeckite
Microgranite with a blue-green hue, which is unique to Ailsa
Craig, have been bound at various places along the coast. Ailsa
Craig isa small island in thé Firth of Clyde. This Irish Sea glacier
(of Scottish origin} infringed on the land, where coasts were low,
and, was restricted, where mountains reached the sea, but was
given extra energy from local ice caps at these locations. Once
it reached the Celtic Sea the ice fanned out not unlike ariver della
and followed the coast to Cork.

There are a number of locations in Co, Wexford where the Irish
Scaand inland glaciers met. Theseinclude Clogga, Co. Wicklow
where there is a non calcareous Lill packed with local stones

“underneath the shelly calcarcous Irish Sea till. This till is visible

in places along the coast as far south as Cahore Point: The soil in
the vicinity of Forth Mountain is derived from mrxed drift of
variable origin and age.

Most of the East coast of Co. Wexford has a layer of “Macamore’
(big mud) soil extending some kilometres inland. It is a shelly
calcareous, clay soil derived from the Irish Sea till, which is liable
to waterlogging in a wet year and drought in a dry year. A major
interruption in this deposit is the Screen Hills to the North of
Wexford town, Itappears to have been deposited by a Southward
moving, decaymg, glacier which was expandmg Westwards
(Carter and Orford, 1981). There are ten major phases of
readvance identifiable from Blackwater Harbour to Ballyduboy.
Young (1780) wrole that **At the sixticth (Irish) mile stone (from
Dublin 10 Wexford), there are large sandy tracts covered with
furze and fern.” Davies and Stephens (1978) are somewhat
kinder 10 glaciofluvial deposits around Screen:

“a wonderfully fresh 1opograr)hy of morainic ridges, kettle
holes, kames, and a great mixture of limestone till and
interbedded sands and gravels.”

The age of the Macamore Member, which according to Synge
(1977 is >30m thick, is contentious. Thetfe is little doubt,
fortunately, about the Screen Hills (<80 m O.d.) which tend to




suffer from acertain amount of drought, even in the wettest years.
A kettle hole at Curracloe has been dawd o c. 12020 years b.p.
by Mitchell.

Among the more interesting erratics tecorded by Culleton (1978b)
are the large boulders of Carnsore Granodiorite (up to 2.0 m long)
westand north of Carnsore Point, while. Young (1780) wrote that
“some of the fields are so covered with rocks”. ‘However, itisnot
Jjust mland of Carnsore Point that erratics are found Miichell and
Culleton also located boulders of the Granodlortte on the Saltee
Islands. .

e 2

Fig, 2 thelocations of the Saltees and Carnsore Granites. (from
Max, 1978)

Culleton (1978a) records Ailsa. Craig crratics and Carnsore
Granodiorite in the Screen Hills. Indeed, this student found some
samples of the Granodiorite some 20 m O.D. at Blackwater
Harbour which is 24 km due north of Carnsore Point, Given
that the Screen Hills are Midlandian deposits, it is likely that the
Carnsore Granodiorite erratics were placed there during the
Midlandian glaciation,

The home of Carnsore Granodiorite is a batholith found in the
vicinity of Carnsore Point. The discovery of the Carnsore
Granodiorite erratics at locations to the north and Northwest of
the Batholith seem to defy logic because the glacier allegedly was
moving southwards. Thus, the spatial distribution of these
erratics is an enigma, *Why is this thus?” inquired Antemus
Ward, “and what is the reason for this thusness?”

The known locations of the erratics are areas of glaciofluvial
activity (the Screen Hills) and areas of 1ill deposition with
perhaps some glaciofluvial agitation (the arca just north and west
of Carnsore Point). This latter point is based on a roadside section
atnear Bargy Castle where the IQUA fieldtrip (Carter & Orford,
1981) recorded a gravel deposit containing 12% deposited by a
southward flowing river from a glacier, given that it is in the
course of an outwash channel. Even so, it does, not explain how
the erratics were moved northwards before being transported by
a southward moving glaciofluvial river. Furthermore, it can
explain the relocation of just a fraction of the erratics because the
mode of deposition is inconsistent in the known locations.

Could a glacier have approachéd Carnsore {rom the south or
southeast and thus, distributed the erratics to the northwest? Itis
arather disturbing proposition becaiise it completely reverses our
knowledge of the Pleistocene. If such an eventoccurred, why did
it not bring erratics from further south or southeast? Why
Carnsore Granodiorite only? If such alocal glacier existed, why
was Forth Mountain (236 m O.D.) a nunatak, and not the source
of this local glacier, given that it is the highest point in the

immediate vicinity? Where could such a glacier be based?
Where could it have come from? Yet it could explain the
deposition of the Screen Hills by a xetreatmg ice-mass moving
southwards, the implication being that it would have deposited
the larger boulders on its journcy northwards. In addition, the
erratics get smaller the further away from the batholith one
travels. This is consistent with our understanding of glacial
systems, i.e. that heavy loads are transported over less distance
than light loads. It is imaginative but wishful thinking. '

The hkehhood of the erratics being deposnted by 1cebergs ina
glaciomarine environment has been postulated ‘This likelihood
is difficult to envisage for a number of reasons. It assumes that
there was vastseasonal variation in the extentof the glacxeror that
the glacier melted faster-in retreat than the icebergs which had
beencalved fromits sonthernend, Another assumptionis thatsea
level at the time of deposition was very much higher. This latter
assumplion is invalid because Fairbridge’s record of enstatic sea
level change shows sealevels >20 m O.D. at Blackwater Harbour
and the mass of ice in an iceberg BELOW sea level, this

likelihood must be discounted. Allied to this are the post-glacial

submerged pear or forest deposits at Cahore Point, Raven Point,
Rosslare and Carnsore Point (Davies & Stephens, 1978) and the
Blackwaler Bank (a possible Littletonian submerged coastline)
whichreinforce the asserlion that sealevel rose after the Midlandian
Glaciation. Furthermore, Synge (1977) dlscounts any masswe
isotacy on the East Coast '

Itis conceivable that the exposed bedrock inay have been subject
to freeze-thaw action during inclement weather before the
Midlandian Glaciation, and that some Carnsore Granodiorite
may have been transported northwards by marine processes at
their fiercest.
Midlandian Glaciation. This is supported by the erratics from
Blackwater Harbour which are smoothened and ellipsoidal in
shape, as is characteristic of marine procossmg However, many
of the large erratics do not display former marine mﬂuence

Some questions which must be answered before this mystery is
solved include: How high was the pre-Midlandian sea level
relative to Carnsore Poini? Was Carnsore Point and island, or
submerged? Where wasthecoast? Why wasthe glacier allegedly
moving southwards, expanding westwards and simultaneously
decaying? If it originated in Scotland, why was it-not retreating
back towards Scotland? . How high was the glacier, relative to sea
level at the time?  Relative to today, it was <236 m but >80 m.

In conclusion, with the erratics being located by different glacial

processes in diffcrent areas, it continues to puzzle humankind,

The erratics are quite small and display features which are
consistent with marine processes in the Screen Hills which is a
glaciofluvial landscape deposited by a southward-moving, west-
ward expanding, decaying glacier at the end of the Midlandian
Glaciation. On the other hand, the erratics in the vicinity of
Carnsore are large, display features that are uncharacteristic of
marine processes, and are located in a zone of till deposition with
a glaciofluvial influence.

Because of this variation between locations and processes, there
cannot be a single solution, There must be a number of factors
involved in the deposition of the erratics. These include marine,
glacial and glaciofluvial processes. -Which operations, and in
what sequence, cannot be professed upon eémphatically,

These were sibsequently deposited by the .

And still the ghost of Artemus Ward returns to haunt us: “Why
is this thus, and what is the reason for this thusness?” The enigma
remains with W.D, Thornbury who was wise in assertlng that
there is no easy solution, :

Thanks is due to Dr. E.B. Culleton of Teagasc and to Dr Jonn C,
Sweeney for their valuable assistance with this project.
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RELIGION AS A SOURCE OF
POLITICAL CONFLICT
by John Joe Callaghan, 2nd Arts

Introduction

Most discerning observers tend to regard with a dubious detach-
ment the assertion .that military and political conflict can have
religion as their source. There have been many political conflicts
throughout the world down through the years that have beer
claimed as religious conflict, but on closer examination have
been revealed as having territorial, economic and politica
motivations. So why then claim religion as a source of politica
conflict? e

Firstly, the nature of religion must be examined. In genera
religion is held sacred in most societies throughout the world anc
ncople tend 10 draw what is important to them from their religion
Sccondly, people of the one religion tend to live in the same socia
group, and when a group have as their unifying thread religion
then they will become more aware of their diversity from othe
groups of different religions. People of the same religion ofter
tend to do business with each other and to pool their resources
giving each other credit etc, giving risc to the development o
strong and powerful business communities out of - religiou
group, as in-the case of the Jews in Europe in the 1930°s. Thi
tends to make people of other religions, isolated from this wealtl
and success, angry and jealous, with prejudice often developin:
using the religiousdivision as a focus for resentment. The wealt
and success of one community is often achieved at what i
perceived (o be the expense of another, as in the case of the Israel
state controlling Arab territory and resources in Patestine. Wher
two different religious communities are living side by side, e
segregated, animosity is often at-its height; but usually only ]
aggravated by siriking economic, territorial or socialinequalitie:
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Thus religion often tends to influence settlement patterns. A
defined by F.W,-Boal of Queens University; - ‘

“Religion is a strong factor in gtoup formation even where

residential segregation does not exist, as has been the case in

a recent study of white Protestants, Roman Catholics and -
Mormons in the USA™, ‘

It is an unfortunate characteristic of religion that while it unites
all within its sphere, it tends to isolate all outside it. The fact that
religion influences group formation and internal economi¢ co-
operation means that it is not unreasonable to assume that people
of one religion will be of similar political beliefs. The reason for

this conjecture lies in the combination of the fundamentals of

religious ideologies and the clever opportunism of religious
groups. Realizing the importance of a religion 10 a people,
politicians and religious groups have on numerous occasions
appealed to the religious instincts of people, and have equated the
fundamental importance of what these people hold most sacred
with their own political ambitions, thus recruiting aloyal political
following consolidated by the piety of religious righteousness.

Iran: - A well known example of religious involvement in
political conflict is in the case of Iran. Up until 1979 Iran was
ruled by the Shah, a close ally of the Americans. In 1979 the
islamic Revolution took place and the Shah wag ousted and
replaced by the Ayatollah Khomeini, an exiled religious leader
who advocated a return 1o fundamental Moslem belicfs. He
gathered a massive following, but his religious fervour did not
develop in isolation. In the years of the Shah’s rule there was
rapid social and economic change, Increased urbanisation,
industrialization and oil revenues led to the Iranian economy
becoming very successful. However this prosperity seemed to
bypass the majority of the people and was in the hands of an ¢lite,
many of whom were foreigners. (In 1979 there were more than
20,000 U.S. technicians, businessmen and military personnel in
Iran and many Europeans besides). The Shah also suppressed
most forms of opposition in the couniry,

This gave rise to a situation of acute discontent. The foreign
influence in the accumulation of wealth and infiltration of cul-
tural practices such as the introduction of alcoho! and. women
wearing modern western dress, led to a suspicious hatred of the
west, and a return to Moslem fundamentalism which was advo-
cated by the Ayatollah Khomeini. People saw him as leading
them from deprivation to prosperity, and thus supporied his
coming to power. He drew from Moslem religion and belicfs,
ideals with which people could identify and use 1o strengthen
their resolve and make them more determined in their goal to
achieve economic equality. However had the Shah’s administra-
tion distributed wealth equally and not created such a gulf of
inequality and an atmosphere of discontent, it is doubtful that the
Ayatollah’s religious preachings would have had asbig an impact
as it did.

The Jewish People :

For the last couple of millcnia the Jews have wandered the face
of the earth leading to a vast dislocation of théir religion all over
the world. After World War 11 they decided to seitle in Palestine
and call their new homeland Isracl. By the vYery nature of their

diversity the Israclis have one common thread - their Jewish faith,
though a minority of Israeli’s are atheist or of other religions. By
virtue of the Six-Day War and various other military conflicts,
Isracl has made substantial territorial gains including the Galilee
mountains, the Golan Heights, the Gaza Strip, the Jordan Valley,
the West Bank and Pithat Shalom. The West Bank was formerly
the territory of Jordan and the Golan Heights belonged to Syria,
Israel in 1978 invaded Lebanon, further deteriorating Arab-
Israeli relations, The fact that the expansionist policies and the
Jewish faith are synonymous, and that the majority of Arabs are
Moslem, has led to the whole conflict being regarded as a
Moslem-Jewish religious conflict. But as I have illustrated the
conflict is really territorial, but is nonctheless fuelled by religious
diversitics, ' :

The Jihad and The Gulf War

Inthe recent Gulf War, Western military and politicians saw it as
imperative that Isracl should not get involved, and the Iragis did
everything in their power to involve them, by for example,
bombing their civilian populations, in order to provoke retafia-
tion on their part. A rctaliation on the part of the Israclis would
have been the cue for Saddam Hussein literally tocall a ‘holy war®
and thus bring into the conflict ali the neighbours of Isracl such
as Syria, Lebanon and Jordan - enemies of Israel not because of
religious differences, but because of past territorial disputes,
though they would have fought on religious pretences because
they could no abandon the doctrine that had supported them for
solong. Israel did notretaliate and holy war could not be declared
with any justification, even though Saddam did attempt to bring
in the other Arab countries and would have succeeded had it been
amatter between Iraq and the West. However., Iraq had invaded
Kuwait which is an Arab nation and in essence the Gulf war was
an inter-Arab war in which the West became involved. If there
had been a holy war Israeli Jews would have been fighting on the
same side as Egyptian Arabs, old enemies from the six day war
in 1967,

Northern Ireland

Thus religious differences can be seen to be a mere front for more
earthly grievances, such as money and land. InNorthern Ireland,
for example, the present day troubles arose from economic and
political inequality and the consequent animosity these inequali-
ties prompted. The Protestant community held the better jobs and
the more powerful political positions; the Catholics, the lower
level jobsand positions. The two groups came into confrontation
because of these primary reasons and also because most Protes-
tants are loyalisis and most Catholics are nationalists and were
also politically opposed. The animosity between both communi-
ties has been added to over the years by tit for tat killings and
terrorist atrocities as well as tribalistic propaganda and indoctri-
nation. The proof of this point lies in the example of peaceful co-
existence between Catholics and Protestants in the Republic of
Ireland, England and the USA, '

Conclusion

I conclude therefore, that religion is not a source of political
conflict but a convenient noble justification vsed to legitimize
totally ignoble actions and a fuel for conflicts that are motivated
by more base reasons such as money, territory and resources.

10

Religion is used to harness a group and steer them in a direction
designated by political ambition. It is used as a convenient
mouth-wash to counter the distasteful stench of ambition and
greed. ‘ : .
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CLIMATE CHANGE: THE FUTURE OF
IRISH AGRICULTURE
by Mary Collins

Climate change is now a major environmental concern and
international action has been mobilised to tackle problems in-
volved. In 1991, a study on the ‘Implications for Ireland of
Global Climate Change’ was announced by the then Minister of
the Environment Dr, Rory O’Hanlon.

The studies are based on the scientific analysis carricd out by (he
United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC). They generally assumed an average annual increase in
temperature of 20C allied to a 5 to 10% increasc in winter
precipitation andia similar decréase in summer precipitation, and
a mean sea-level rise of 18cm. o

Agriculture

Thé agricultural production potential of Northem Europe would
be enhanced if the climate were to change along the lines
envisaged, Ireland would share in this advantage. The production
options available would be increased, new crops could be culti-
vated, and the overall cost of agricultural production would be
likely to be less than is the case at present. '

Climate change would have a generally heneficial effect on grass
growth. Anincrease in the national yicld of about 20% might be
expected due to higher average temperatures and changes in
rainfall patterns, and a further increase of about 10% due o
elevated levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide is possible. White
clover yields and nitrogen fixation performance should aiso
improve. Livéstock farmers would bé able to grow other forage
crops like maize, fodder beet, and red clover, which would lead
to the development of new grassland management systems, as
well s to a significant reduction in nitrogen fertilizer use (See
Figure 1).

>300%
250-300%
200~250%
150-200%
100-150%
50-100%
< 50%

Fig 1. The map shows the percentage increase in the number of
growing-season days as a result of a doubling of CO2. The
number of growing season degree days is calculated using a base
temperature for growth of 60 C. The increase in snitable growing
days would provide conditions for the introduction of new crops
e.g.. Soya, Maize, Sunflower. ' ‘

There would be little increase in céreal yields. Yields of other
tillage crops like sugar beet and potatoes, however could increase
by up 10 20%, although there are many uncertainties about the
possible effects of climate change on these crops. Pests and
weeds might pose a greater problem than at present. Arable crops
currently grown predominantly in the south and midlands might
find northern'regions equally amenable in the new scenario;
similarly the cultivation of a number of new crops such as maize,
sunflower, and ftax - could become viable over much of the south
and southeast. ' "

The changes envisaged would be likely to give Ireland a competi-
live advantage in the international arena since costs will tend to
decrease. Ireland would necd to exploit goods like fresh meat,
cheese, yoghurts, fruit and vegetables whose prices varies little
with increasing supply, rather than the ‘staples’ like cereals and
polatoes. The increased demand for more ‘healthy natural
produced foods’ should presentopportunities in the market place.
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TARA MINES, NAVAN: AN OVERVIEW -
by Declan Brassil, 3rd Arts

~ “For here there is no question of trying tokeep Warlm onsome

fly blown tundra, or trying.to keep cool in some sweaty
mining camp, Working conditions are ideal. There is plenty
of green grass and bags of good weather to go along with all
those basic ingredients covered by that word infrastructure
which means men, money, malerials, transport, labour,
power, housing, and Lo cap it all a capital city not thirty miles
away.” (Irish Times, 3.2.1972)
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Navan ianomalous in the genre ‘f mining for the srmple reason
that the town'pre-dated the mine. The ore body was discovered
in a well developed town as opposed to the typical ore strike in
remote, underdeveloped regions. ‘Readily available was a
suitable labour supply (a large, well-educated indigenous popu-
lation) power (already connected to the national grid), water (two
perennial rivers: within one mile of the mine site), transport
(proximity to two major ports and a railroad spur within 800 feet -
of the ore body) business services in the adjacent town; residen- -
tial facilities in Dublin; and a favourable envrmnmemal milieq,

Typically mmmg exrsts for the sole purpose of the extraction and °
exploitation of mineral wealth. In-such situations the existing
community depends solely on the mine for its survival and few
-other industries support the community., Navan also differed in
this regard as it had a strong industrial base before the advent of
the mine. Furthermore, Navan does not fit the typical model of
a mine insofar as its employees are dispersed and there is no
specific mining community.

The mine islocated within two miles of the centre of Navanto the
north west, straddling the main transport arteries from Navan to
Kells and Navan to Athboy ‘The mine structures occupy a 320
acre site in an area which is essentially rural residential. The
structures arc located close to the ore body 1o avail of both
economic and environmental benefits; proximity allows opera-
tional efficiency, economy of construction and maintenance, and
also allows for modification and expansion, whilst also facilital-
ing the most “exacting environmental and aesthetic require-
ments™ necessary in such a vast and environmentally volatile
industry. :

The estimated cost of bringing the mine into production was £85
million which included land acquisition, pre-production expen-
ditures for explorations, contingency allowances and provisions
for working capital. On complcuon of construction the actual
cost was £87 million at 1976 prices which represcnted the
greatest industrial investment and development in the history of
the state. The financial return has been the equivalent of 2% of
Ireland’s GNP for most years since production commenced, and
the miine is the single greatest user of clectricity in the nalrondl
grid.

Estimates as to the size of the ore body have increased since the
first estimate in 1970. Then the ore body was estimated at 77
million tonnes by what were described by Tara as “independent
geologists”. They were however employed by a subsidiary of
Northgatg, the Tara parcntcompany, to whom advances had becn
paid, thus calling this estimate mtoquesuon Theorecontent was
composed of spalerite at 10.9% zinc content and galena with'a
lead content of 2.63%.per tonne of ore. Subsequent estinmates
have gone above 80 million tonnes as Tara continue to “delincale
the ore body and ... in addition to extraction ores have also added
back reserves to out tonnage”. Content figures have also fluctu-
ated reaching a low in 1990 of 7.53% zinc and 1.85% lead. The
initial production target-was 288,000 tonnes of zinc and 55,000
tonnes of lead per annum but this was subsequently raised to
470,000 tonnes of metal, which necessitated the milling of 2.6
million tonnes of ore per annum, At this figure the Navan mine
ranks as the largest of its type in Western Europe and among the
top five in the world. At full production Tara Mines produces
25% of Europe’s zinc and 10% of its lead, with reserves expected
to last into the next century,
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_ CONFLICT IN EUROPE: YUGOSLAVIA
& THE US.S.R.
by Adrian Kavanagh, 3rd Arts

Yugoslavia

As predicted in last year’s MILIEU, a number of factors including
contrasting ideologies (democratic, capitalist-orientated
SLOVENIA and CROATIA versus totalitarian, communist
SERBIA), the heavy burden of supporting the underdeveloped
southern regions placed on the northern republics, ethnic rivalry,
and of course nationalist impulses, have led to the break up of the

73 year old Yugoslavian federation, Asfeared thishas come with .

outbreaks of civil war, firstly in Slovenia in July 1991, and”
following that, by a war in various parts of Croatia which has now
lasted for over 7months. There are also fears of war in BOSNIA
between the Serb minority there and its independence oriented
government, The situationinthe 6 republics of theold Yugoslavra
will now be looked at.

Macedonia: Hasan ethnic and religious mix almost asrichas the
old Federation itself, with considerable Albanian and Serb mi-
norities. Along with Slovenia was one of ‘Only two (out of a
possible four) republics declaring mdependence to meet European
community requirements ‘(or recognition. Greek opposition,
allied with a desire 1o maintain community unanimity at atl costs,
has however resulted in a decision to ignore Macedonia’s inde-
pendence. Greek opposition is based on the belief that the
creation of an independent Macedonia will lead to problems with
the Slav minority present in the north of Greece.

Bosnia: The largest ethnic group here are Bosnian Muslims, but
large Serb and Croat minoritics means this republic has the most
dangerous cthnic mix, Skiliful leadership has so far avoided civil
war here, but failure to attain E.C. recognition of its declared
independence, allied with the Serb minority’s intention (o set up
their ownrepublic here, or else unite with Serbia, could lead to the
end of this peace. Serb anger at a forthcoming mdepemjence
referendum could prove the spark that will eventually lead (p the
break-up of Bosnia, resulting in partition between Croatia and
Serbia, and a rump Muslim enclave left in the mrddle around
Sarajevo. , '”’{
_- .

Slovenia: Declared independence on 25th July 1991 which led
almost immediately 10 war with the Serb dominated Federation
army. Slovenia, the most homogenous of the former Yugoslav
republics, has no Serb minority, which has resulted in opposition
within Scrbia to the “perceived needless” death of their sons.
This, along with a surprisingly strong and cfficient Slovene
resistance, has produced an uneasy ceasefire, and virtual conceding
of independence to Slovenia. On 15th January 1992 Slovene
independence was recognised by the E.C.

Serbia: The largest and most powerful republic of the old
Yugoslavia has also scen ethnic strife with the suppression of
resistance from the Albanian minority located around Kosovo.
Following the recent E.C, decision Scrbia has planned the relaunch
of a “mini-Yugoslavia® without Slovenia and Croatia. With
Bosnian and Macedonian independence aspirations however, the
likely result will be anenlarged Serbia, comprising of present day
Serbia and Montenegro, and maybe Serb areas in Bosnia Croatia,
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Montenegro: Was itself independent before becoming part of
Yugoslavia in 1919, Despite this tradition it has been the only
republic, apart from Serbia, not to declare independence from
Belgrade. This is because Montenegrins are ethnic kin of the
Serbs, and hence are strong supporters of the Serb dominated
federal government,

Croatla: Declared independence at the same time as Slovenia.
Since then has been involved in a vicious war with the Federal
Army, and with rebels from the Serb minority there. This has
been due in part to both sides taking the opportunity to revenge
atrocities inflicted on them by the other in World War 1I. The
result: thousands dead, over a million people displaced, wide-

" spread damage including the levelling of Vukovar, and the

-shelling .of Osijek and Dubrovnik. Due to. the influence of
Germany, homes of hundreds of thousands of Croatian immi-
grants, Croatia was recognised as independent by the E.C. on 15-
1-92. This may be responsible for the success so far to the latest
truce agreement, and at the moment preparations for a UN
sponsored peace are being made. Presently The Federal Army
and Serb rebels control large parts of Croatia; (Fig 1.) the Krajina
region in the South West, and area to the south of Zagreb, and
Western Slovonia in the east, ¢ven though the population here are
predominantly Croat:Itis doubtful whether mdcpendenl Croalia
will keep its existing borders. .
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Fig. 1

Postscript: A month after the U.N. sponsored truce, and afier the
recognition of Slovenia and Croatia, a relative peace has held in
Croatia, and war weary federal troops are likely to soon pull out.
This would appear to vindicate the German driven intervention.
As regards Krajina, the region with-the highest proportion of
Serbs in Croatia and which is at the moment controlled by Serb
rebels, there appears to have developed a certain: degree of
intransigence between its hardline leader, Milan Babic, and
Serbia’s leadership, who wish.to sce Babic deposed due to his
opposing the deployment of UN Forces there. The distancing of
Serbia from Krajina may in the end result in the region accepting
autonomy within Croatia instcad of demanding full independ-,
ence.

e
[

The Former Soviet Unitn i

The failed coup in August 1991 was to spark off the break up of
the Soviet Union. Almost immediately it brought about thé
recognised independence of the Baltic States, with most of the ~
other states signalling their inténtion to follow likewise, “The |
successful independence referendum in theUkrame in December
not only spelled the departure of the Soviet Union's second most
important republic, but also lead to the foundation, (between
itself, Belorussia, and the Russian Federation) of the common-
wealth of Independent States. This signalled a break of these key
republics from the centralised power of the Union, and was to
prove its end. All the remaining republics of the Soviet Union,
except for Georgia which was to experience considerable civil
upheaval, soon joined the CIS (Fig 2). Later in the month Mikhail
Gorbachev announced his resignation as President of the Soviet
Union, thus officially marking it’s end. The CIS is essentially an
alliance of recognised independent states, whose *“‘coordinating
centre” will be Minsk in Belorussia, The shape the CIS will take
is still very much to be determined. So far they have agreed to
central control over nuclear weapons, a common currency, and
have pledged coordination on economic and foreign policies. It
however faces considerable problems. Firstly disputes between
republics has arisen especially between Russia and the Ukraine,
about control of the defense forces and the Black Sea fleet,
Secondly a vicious conflict between Azeris and Armenians with
regard to the Armenian dominatéd {(90% of the population)
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh also poses a major problem: the
enclave is land locked within Azerbaijan, who controls it, and
opposes ils secessionist demands on the grounds that the territo-
rial integrity of Aizerbaijan would be brought into question. This
has let to ethnic strife which has Jeft hundreds dead and many
displaced, and which, despite intetventionsfrom Yeltsin and Jim
Baker, has intensified in fecent months. - Thirdly the new com-
monwealth -also faces problems of food supply, especially in
Russia, where despite the freeing of prices to improve supply,; and
food aid from abroad, the problem still remains, prohably due to
bureaucratic hiiches carried over from the old union.
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GEOGRAPHY AND POSTMODERNISM:
The Perfect Panacea or Perpetual Pandemonium?
by Brian Daly

Introduction

Behind the happy and confident external facade that the "World
is our Oyster', Geography ison the eve of yetanother, but perhaps
infinitely, more powerful, revolution. This upheaval could poten-
tially leave the discipline like much of the Berlin Wall or else
could secure for us a place in an.academic superleague. In the

following account of Geography and Postmodernism it will be.

argued that the traditionally ! flakey’ and *soft’ (doughnut) philo-

sophical centre of our subject (neatly reflected in the definition.
that ‘Geography is what Geographersdo’) simultancously exposes.

our discipline to the final irreversible stage of its ongoing intel-
lectual crisis, whils¢ paradoxically also offering a new scholarly
paradise. The outcome depends on Geography’s response to

Postmodernism, Based however on Human Geography's pas-:

sionate belief since the 1970°s that the overriding concern in

Geography is the need to maintain a sound spatial basis in the

discipline, it is concluded that Postmodernism will probably

result in perpetual pandemonia rather than signal the perfect
panacea for our subject. '

Postmodernism

So what is “Postmodernism”? In essence it's a philosophical
rejection of the Enlightenment inspire modern mind, in which
‘rational’ and ‘objective’ human inquiry searches for universal

truthand meaning. Firmly rooted in the belicf that human Reason

can unravel and explain the seemingly inekpl_icab!e, the modern
mind took up the position once held by religion and its principal
explanatory’ medium, theology. However jusl as the post

Enlightenment, modern rational logic rejected theology by sub- -

stituting proof for the unexamined basis of tradition, dogma and
religion, so too have the post modernists highlighted the inad-
equacies in the set of self constituted claims and criteria used by
the modernists to justify the legitimacy of reason. Thus for
example postmodernists would point to such modern beliefs, that
humans can be objective in their observations or that there is a
discoverable order amongst the chaos of society. With the.
growing realisation that no human can be impartial and objective,

and that the previous discovered order was really only human
perceived subjective order, came the shocklng (postmodern)

recognition that the reference points for modern, reason based
knowledge (in this case human objectiveness and the presence of
order)have no foundations, and that empirical assertions driven
by and framed within modern logic, can never in fact be proved.

By highlighting such inadequacies the aim of postmodernism is
todeconstruct the artificial edifice created by the modera mental-
ity. The consequences of such a DECONSTRUCTION, In the
absence of a positive alternative philosophical code, is of course
radical. In such a scenario, where reason is absent, society is
restored to its original state, a state in which anything goes. In this
world there is no bases for right or wrong, no place for truth,
Nothing is better or worse, all is equal

“The postmodern mind seems (o condéemn everything, pro-
pose nothing. Demolition is the only job the postmodern
mind secms 1o be good at Deconslrucuon is the only con-
struction it recognizes.” :

Geography and Postmodernism

Given the Postmodemist deconstructive critique of the rational
modern mind the implications of postmodernism for the social
sciences are devastating. Built upon modern rationalist logic
human geographers and their social science counterparts used
models and positivist theoretical paradigms, which when backed
up by the relevant statistical manipulations, purported to offer an
understandable, coherent and most importantly of all, true sim-
plification of reality. To the postmodernist mind, such projects,
founded on a seriously fiawed philosophical base are literaily:
flattened. Real knowledge does not lie in an auempt 10 educate
or explore through rationalist inquiry but rathér rests more
comfortably with the old saying that if you are not thoroughly
confused you do not really understand. Only in a situation where
diversity and confusion reigns and where nobody can subse-
quently hold the moral highground, or claim to hold the best
perspective, (i.e. true equality) can modern inspired dogmatism
be dismissed and real knowledge and understand be unearthed.
The application of this postmodernist ideal 10 Geography and its
social science relatives is thus concerned not with the discovery
of gencral laws and truths but aims instead to achieve a kind of
continuous dialogue between alternative discourses and radi-
tions. The aim is Lo achieve continuous (and equal) interaction
rather than attempting to disgover the most valid and best under-
standing of society. Under such conditions postmodernists strive
for radical inter-disciplinary co-operation, The narrow and
inadequate restraints imposed by subject boundaries in the social
sciences are dismissed and replaced with openness and diversity.

In many ways human geography is ideally placed 1o meet such 2
postmodernist challenge. The disciplines soft philosophical
centre which help promotes such a diversity of interest signals
and already well established inter-disciplinary tradition in the
subject. Unfortunately this very softness also means that there is
no overall coherence in Geography's diversity leading in turn to
a very mixed reaction amongst Geographers with regard to the
meriis or drawbacks of the disciplines variety of interests. To go
down the postmodernistinter-disciplinary road would require the
step of removing the modern rationalist logic which guides our
subject and embrace instead the deconstructed relativism of
postmodernism. Such a move would not only realign geography
with the prevailing avant garde of social theory but, by intro-
duction adefinite purpose into Geography’s philosophicat vacuum,
would perhaps (after and initial period of painful soul $earching)
also puttorest the intellectual crises in geography which has
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forced the discipline to adopt such a defensive posture in the idol
twenty years . Thus rather than arguing as to whether Geogra-
phy’s diversity is the subjects saviour or achilles heel (which
along with the spatial debate (sece below) helps contribute to
geographies intellectual crises) Geography could by ‘simply’
defining its already well established diversity within a
postmodernist framework place itself at the cutting edge of a
future postmodernist world. Already well experience inthe inter-
disciplinary field, geography by arming itseif with a postmodern
purpose would be well equipped to tackle the next century.,

The ability of Geography to derive such a perfect panacea from
postmodernism seems however remote. Whilst geography has
remained soft and somewhat pathless there is nonetheless one
overriding concern in geographlcal research and teaching - the
spatial perspective.

“The effort to meld social processes and spatial structures
into a more sophisticated account of the world around us has
dominated the work of many geographers over the past wo
decade,”

Given this constant search for a ‘spatial fix’ (motivated partly by
the softness of geographies core and its subsequent need-to
establish a hard subject matter) it is perhaps not surprising that
postmodernism is being used by some influential geographers,
not as the base for developing a strong inter-disciplinary project,
but instead as the vehicle through which space can acquire its
supposedly rightful place at the helm of geography. The new
postmodern ‘philosophy” is bemg used by some geographers to
reassert the old spatial ace. Thus for example Soja, one of

~ geography’s postmodern front runners, sces posimodern

geographies primarily as “The Reassertion of Space in Critical
Social Theory.’4 Based on the writing of some notable social
theorist (especially Anthony Giddens) Soja argues that the tra-
ditional geographical claim concerning the importance of. the
spatialisation of social theory can now, with the help..of
postmodernist ideas, be not merely asserted but demonstrated.
Thus for Soja the “...Common project aimed at making modernity
spatial marks...(the) postmodern restructuring of human geog-
raphy.”5 .

If Soja’s is to become the dominant reaction amongst geogra-
phers 10 the post modern phenomenon then the future of Geogra-

" phy, based on what this author perceives as an inaccurate reading

of the postmodern spirit will be confined 10 a state of perpetual
pandemenia, Symptomatic of such an outcome is the ‘spatial
haggling” which has already arisen within (modern} geography
with regard to Soja’s vision.

“If much of the credit belongs 10 Giddens for showing
sociologists that geographical space is at the heart of social
theory we need to conirol our exuberance in the way we
adopt his (and Soja’s) vision of space.”0

Whilst critical analysis will (and should) always follow any
major initiative in a subjects development the sense of deja vi
with regard to the above criticism vividly highlights the stalc
nature of the spatial perspective, of its ability to contribute
nothing definite to our subject but the same old arguments
regarding how we should define space. After approximately

- thirty years geography is still lostin space. A warped reading of

postmadernism will notonly prolong the spatial sell by date but
ensure that along with the “US Enterprise’ and its evergreen crew,
Geogre_\]phy will replay dressed up old themes in a spatial limbo
world. o

Reinforcing Pandemonia: Historical precedent f
and vested interests

Set against a background where. geography has v:gorously de-
fended its belief in the spatial science, Soja’s thesis is a purely
logical development of adiscipline which has entrenched itselfin
the dogmatism of spatiality. There is thus no reason to doubt that
Soja’s goal will not become the dominant one in the future of
Geography. Besides this historical precedent vested. interest
could also encourage geography down the Soja type road. For
example the embracement of a true postmodernist position woyld
notonly mean the removal of prized departmental boundaries but
would also require that ali lectures structured on the principle of
modern reason (which is undoubtedly the majority) would have
10 be totally revamped. 8 Nota happy prospect for any underpald
overworked academic,

Conclusion

In summary the postmodern challenge can be seen to present
geography with two options. One is the inter-disciplinary road.
Although the present inter-disciplinary nawre of our subject
presénts us with many problems , the adoption of a pestmodern
guiding system could overcome many of these difficulties. ‘To-
gether with the valuable experience which geographers have
gained “in. dealing with inter-disciplinary problems,
Postmodernism could thus act as the perfect panacea for
geographies ills. Alternatively geographers by promoting an
alternative vision of post-modernism can try and promote the
spatial issue to a higher plane. Given historical precedent and
vested interests this looks like the most likely outcome for
geography . This it was argued will expose geography in the
twenlty first century to an intellectual wilderness.

1 Much of the following account of postmodernism is based

upon;
Dear, M,. 1988, ‘The postmodern chailenge: reconstructing
humangeography.’

Transactions of The Institute of British Geographers, 13: 262-
274 Giddens, A., 1992, ‘Uprooted signposts at Century’s end.’

The Times Higher Educational Supplement, January 17th pp21-
22

Rosneau, Pauline-Marie., 1992, Post-Modernism and the Social
Sciences, Insights, Inroads, and Intrusions.
(U.S.A.: Princeton University Press).
2 Bauman, Z.; 1992 Intimations of Postmodernity,
(London: Routledge) pix
3 Gregory, D,. and Urry, 1., 1987, ‘Social Relations and Spatial
Structures.”
The_Annals of the Ass
77 (2): 294-297. p.294
4 Soja, E., 1989 Postmodern Geographies The Reassertion of
Space in Critical Social Theory, (U.K.: Verso)

So;a E., 1987. ‘The Postmodernization of Geography: A
Review’ :
The Annals of the Association of American
77 {2): 289-292 p.292
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6 Gregory, D., and Urry, J., 1987, Social Relations and Spatial
Relations, p. 296

7 Whilst space is arguably a legmmate focus of study, Soja's
attempt to elevate space (via Giddens) to a higher plain in
geography and critical social theory on the basis of his
definition of postmodernism, seems dubious. For example
‘hyper-space’ is a “post-modern term referring to the fact that
our modem concepts of space are meaningless. Space doesn’t
act according to modern assumptions.:.....Everything is in a
geographical flux, constantly and unpredictably shifting in
space” (RosencauPauline-Marie., 1992. Post:=Modernism and the
Social Sciences, p.xii). The deconstruction of modern space
would thus seem more closely aligned to postmodernism than an
attempt to advocate priority for (modern) space, See M. Dear’s
review of Soja’s work in Dear, M., 1990 *Postmodern Geographies:
The Reassertion of Space in Critical Social Theory’, Annalg of
the Association of American Geographers 80 (4): 649-654
8 Although ‘higgledy-piggledy’and ‘willynilly’ would undoubt-
edly feature prominently in the postmodern vocabulary!
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CARTON FOR EVERYONE:
A heritage proposal for Dublin and Ireland
by Mary Collins, 3rd Arts

Introductlon

Klldare County Council hag recently granted planning permis-
sion for a comprehensive leisure development in Carton which
will radically alter the .18t Teniury house and demesne in
catering for a market that iooks dangerously close to saturation,
The Tollowing proposal contains alternative suggestions for the
conservation and development of Carton, which would not de-
stroy. this important part of our heritage. In keeping with Bord

Failte’s Operational Programme for Tourism.it.is proposed that

there is substantial E.C. structural funding for a heritage theme _

development that will have wide tourist appeal and significant
localand reglonal €conomic impacts.

Following Lhe current proposal by Kildare County Council to
grant permission for a development application at Carton as a
material contravention of the County Development Plan, the
Carton Committee has made concrete suggestions to them on
practical alternatives to the proposals now under consideration,
The Carton Committee is an action group established ten years
ago with the objective of preserving Carton House and Demesne.
Below this objective is outlined. But first let us briefly review the
recent consortium plan passed by Kildare County Council.

Proposal for Carton
A consortium composed of Gleneagles (owned. by Guinness
Enterprises), the owners of Carton and McInerneys has been
established to put forward an elaborate proposal for the develop-
ment of Carton as an exclusive tourism and leisure facility. The
application is for “restoration and material alterations to listed
buildings, outhouses, stables, yards, structures and interiors at
Carton House and Demesne, change of use of Carton House from
resxdwmmexbedrooms _a_new_[ont storey
extension to Kitchen,.conrtyard containing 189 bedrooms and
olhemmmm’erencecen% dggﬂmgsewnthch:mggy
stack, two 18 hole championship_golf courses, golf clubhouse,
_gollagademy and practice ground, change of use and material
alterations of boat house and shell cottage to form bar/dining

facilities, 188 residential units, car parkjng areas, temporary
event car parking, 9 new bridge, mamtamence » building and

associated seplic (ank, alierations 1o ex:stmg entrances at

Dunboyne and Dublin ‘Roads™.

However, lhe County Developmem Plan (1985) clearly states its
policy on Carton as a major area of high amenlu the regnon
Thmﬁly—smtemm:ll prn&cles_gf_qg_:hﬂectural
artistic, historical and scientific heritage in their environmental

seitings, A( present the policy states that all developments not
related to.agricuifure are prohibited.

Importance of Carton

Carton may be considered a resource of tremendous value for the '

country and region. It is described by a number of authorities as
being of national and international significance, It may be
evaluated from the points of view of its histerical and heritage
significance, as well as its regional amenity and educational
importance to Dublin and Ireland. In the words of the Environ-
ment Impact Statement (EIS) of the developers, Carton “still
remains a remarkably intact mansion house surrounded by an
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even more impressive Irish great house, including interior de-
signs and landscape gardening”. Carton has major advantages as
a potential regional and heritage park. It is central to a large
number of expanding urban centers. In 1981, there were in éxcess
of 200,000 people within 10 miles of the demense,- More

importantly Carton is ideally located to intercept the tourist

traffic travelling West. The Weslern by-pass also makes North
Kildare and Carton readily accessible to tourists travelling from
Dublin to the North and South. In conjuction with the plan to
provide an interpretive centre in Maynooth for the castle regions
of Ireland, this would boost the regional importance of Carton
and its local environment which can be prominently signposted
from the major motorways. ‘

Carton contains a range of architectural woodland, parktand and
aesthetic assets which make a major contribution to the amenities
of this west city hinterland, which is otherwise deficient in open
spaces and parks. With its extensive open space Carton has a
wide range of multi-functional possibilities which would make it
a parkland of paramount s gnificance in the region. Carlon as a

themepark Would Tit in much more readily Witlithe conceptofa

tourism centre than would its development as an exclusive golf
and-leistie ¢éntre with residences scqttered through the dcmnsc:

In summary therefore, the future development of Carton as a
Heritage Theme park in conjuction with the development of
Maynooth as a theme town can fulfill many of the objeclives of
the OM@JW‘M can qualily for
substantial funding under the ERDF. Tt would have the eifect of
substantially increasing the tourism population in the region by
linking it into a regional theme of 18th cenwiry landscaped and
would intercept a large Sepementof The Westward inoving [OuTist
population, which would ultimately significantly increase the

downstream economic impact in terms .of local Job.s and -con-
sumer spending.. . :

These proposals need a SLrong commitment {rom the Stale a
commitment founded on a refuSatoaliowheher: rt'rgcvf'eftrr(m’
to be lost Eﬁerfof‘hml of aTew. T
must be based on a commitment to a longer term iuLurc which
secs Cartonasa legacy foreveryonein Ireland and in Europe. The
state and local authoritics in Kllchrc Dubl in dnd Mcalh musl

GEOGRAPHY MAN

[twasthe year 2042, and as had been predicied in 1992, geography
in Maynooth had flourished. Rhetoric house had been long given
over to geography by now, and the Vidal de la Blanche library of
spatial studies was celebrating it's 10th anniversary, Lille
wonder then that the head of the department in 2042 gave a note
on her desk little more aténtion than a stroke of her pen.

Some weeks later the head saw some swange meén heading
towards her with calculators, set-squares, and compasses,

“Sorty”, said she, “the Maths department’s not here, You've got
1o go back into the town. ft’s in that [lu above Barry's.”

“I am afraid you misunderstand mam” said the leader of this
group”. Letme ifitroduce oirselves, We are the Irishrschool of
revivalist logical positivists, and have come here 1o hold our:
annual conference, dealing: this year with the important topic,
“Can Geography be.expressed.better via the gieatcirclé distance

model rather than the straight line one?”. Tam sure you hold very
strong views on this fundamental 1opic, which is why you agreed
(0 host the conference” said he, holding out the aforementioned
note. ' e

There was liule the head could do except grin 4 welcome, and
trudge back to her office bemoaning the fact that Maynooth was
1o play host to a group of gothic geographers. She was therefore
in little mood to hear her secretary tell her that a group of
geographers had asked the use of Rhetoric fora conference the
following week. “No way'“, she hissed.

“But you'd like this group. They’re the...”"

“Idon’Lcare if they’re the kiss-a-baby and hug-a-granny group of
geographers. Noway, full stop! I've had my fill of conferences”.
The head’s trepidation was not unwarranted, as the positivists
began to show that they had more interest in Maynooth than just
their conference centre, insicad seeing it as the first step towards
recrealing a quantitative geography empire. First they started
giving subtle hints that a course on Central Place Theory would
be a good idea, followed by the suggestion that an extra 3 hours
of practicals might be called for, and finally ‘demanding that
essays on “The ethnic geography of Toronto™ that didn’t begin
with a hypothesis and then set out to prove it with a set of tests
(preferably using non parametric techniques), should be gwen
(% on the spot.

A week had gone by, and things had got so desperate that the
entire geography deparunent were barricaded into the head's
office, with the positivists outside. Earlier attempts to quell them
by mentioning (he name “Vidal de la Blanche” had met with
dramatic success, until the positivists discovered another use for
tracing paper: car plugs, Now they were congregating in the
corridor, chantirig “2 graphs good, 4 maps bad.”

“What are they demanding now?”, asked the head.

“Tthink...I think they’re demanding the entire first year geogra-
phy course be given over 1o Euclidean geometry, Calculus, and
Compuer Algorithms.”, said a2 bemused colleague.

“Maybe that wouldn’t be such a bad idea” said a ghostly voice
from Maynooth’s past, - o

No sooner had the entire department turned around to see where
this was coming from, than another sound was heard, tiis a
crashing one from the corridor. Amidst mumbles of “the supet-
natural brigade are certainly out in force today” the staff opened
the door, and looking out saw the positivists on the ground rolling
in agony, with a mysterious caped figure standing abaove,

“T'am the Geography Man” he said solemnly.

“My. goodness, Geography Man has thrashcd them all * said one
shocked lecturer, : _

“No” growled the dep'lrtmenlhead “his dppallmg ddrk green and
bright purple.¢nsemblé-has lhem in convulsxons

‘h.:,.
K

“Too rue” gasped a pcmlmst “I haven t seen anythmg S0
hilarious since the fast regional geography lecturs L attended”, - In:
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order to avoid on all out brawl between the different factions
Geography Man went on. “Thave come through time...” said he.

“This totally messes up Hartshorne’s cross sectional approach®,
said one wit. *“Through time”, G.M. continued “[rom the golden
ages of the early nineties, where I am,.er-was a final year
undergraduate geography student, Ihave come through time to
bring you a message to solve your rancouring, drawing on the
geographical wisdom of that time. Firstly the positivists must
remember that geography is at its strongest where it is not
dominated by one area of research and academic approach, but
instead draws on the strength of its varied wraditions. Be satisfied
with the course on ‘Locational Analysis’ which the department
head is going to bestow on you”.

As the positivists, as well as the .head {albeit in a bemused
fashion), nodded agreement, G.M. went on . “Now head, this
other conference which you refused to host, I think...”.

“Don’t mention conferences to me!”

“But....oh well never mind. Next I must say I have noticed that
nocourse on agricultural geography is taught. Now back in 1992
this was one of my favourites, and I appeal to you reintroduce it”,

“Geography Man”, said the head patiently, “you may not know
this but the entire agriculture of Ireland now, as well as of Europe,
is carried on in two large warchouses 6km north of Castlebar”,

“Yeuch!” exclaimed G.M., in an uncharacieristic loss ol compo-
sure. Controlling himself he continued 1 see. Well despite this,
my final point is to have lots of varicd courses. .Remember
geography is a discipline of synthesis.”

“Before you leave Geography Man” said one of the lecturers,
“can I ask you an important question: who are you?” -

“Oh very well” said G.M, preparing to return to 1992, “My name
is...”

Too late was it then for the head 10 regret refusing the environ-
mental geographers permission to hold their conference in
Maynooth, to discuss measures Lo prevent the oncoming catastro-
phe, as a combination of severe oczone depletion, unprecedented
global warming, and overtly high levels of air pollution, brought
an end o Mother Earth at that exact point in time. You, dcarest
readers, will surely draw your own moral from this tale, but
maybe one could be offered to you, and that is:

“Bah! Now the world’s ended, we’ll never know who Geography
Man is.”

“THE GEO - PEN"

FOOTNQTE: Geography students who may be unacquainted
with certain figures mentioned in this piece (especiatly those in

3rd Hons!) are advised either to read.

A Holt - Jensen: GEOGRAPHY: HISTORY AND CONCEPTS
Paul Chapman Publishing Etd, London - 1988

or alternatively discuss it with a 3rd Hons. student who'll be-only
too delighted to help.

Geography Society A.G.M.

The society’s 4.G.M. will be held on Wednesday 22nd April
in Rhetoric, at which next year’s committee are being chosen.
Nominations for the positions of Auditor, Vice President,
Treasurer, Secretary, P.R,0., and Committee Members are
now being sought, and may be given with a proposer and
seconder to Adrian Kavanagh c/o the Student s Union, or in
at the postgrad room in 36, Middle Rhetoric. Al interested
parties are uged to seek these positions, so don 't be shy! Otfier
information regarding the A.G.M. will be posted on the
geagraphy notzceﬁoarcf ‘

THE GERMAN FIELDTRIP 1991

Early last April 1 was dmongst a group of 2nd and 3rd year
students congregaling at Dun Laoghaire, before embarkmg undér
the leadership of Dennis Pringle and John Sweeney on a journey:

going where noMaynooth fieldirip had gone before (i.e. Germany),
on a quest 1o satisfy our thirst for geographical knowledge (and
German beer). A 3 hour boat trip brought us to Hollyhead in the
early hours of the morning, and a 8 hour journey.through England
then ensued, stopping enroute ata “happy diner” on the motorway
outside Birmingham for eats (at 4.00 am?), and to meet our bus
driver for the fieldtrip, a genial fellow who would: share our
journcy our drinks and our geographical inputs. Later in the
morning we travelled to Calais by ferry, and then travelling via
the industrial regions of north eastern France and southern
Belgium, we headed for our base for the next 4-days, the
Rheinhotel in Bad Salzig, located 20 km south of Koblenz, in the

scenic Rhine gorge region, The following day, after some of us.

watched the traditional first communion parade in the village, we
hicaded south through the gorge towards Mainz and Wiesbaden,

En route Dennis regaled us with stories about each of the many
castles which dofied the hillslopes while John fixed in our mirids
the importance of south facing slopes for viticulture. After
stopping fora whilein the beautiful city of Wiesbaden, we headed
back down the Rhine on the opposite bank. Rudesheim prowded
sustenance for us - will weever forget its culinary delights? After
the unforeseen lengthy stwop there, we headed to the famous
Lorreley, which has adorned many a geographical “textbook,
There legend tells us a siren was used to lure barges to crash into
the rocks with her singing - surely it wasn’t that bad.! Fortunately
she wasn’t around, and we and the bus continued on our journey
unharmed. Before heading back to Bad Salzig we stopped fora
few minules in Koblenz, at the confluence. of the Rhine and the
Moselle. The next day we headed north towards Bonn, passing
the parliament buildings on the way. A 2 hour stay in the town
enabled us to see famous buildings such as the town hall and the
house in which Beethoven was born, 1o do some shopping (I just
loved the plastic Helmut Kohl toy that squeaked), and to get a bite
10 eat. Next stop was Cologne, where we got a chance lo see its
world famous cathedral, and the we headed back 1o Bad Salzig
along the opposite bank of the Rhine, stopping at the beautiful
tourist spot of Konigswinter on the way. - We headed up the
Moselle the next day, where the many castles in: the valley.
provided a rich store of legends for Dennis, while John discussed
the rural economy of the region. At midday we arrived in Trier,
possibly the oldest German city existing; being established by the
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Romans about 15 BC, evidence of whom can be still seen in a
series of impressive buildings dating from those times: the Porta
Nigra,the amphitheatre, and the Romans’ Bridge. Trier is also

‘famous as being the birthplace of Karl Marx, The afternoon saw

us journeying across the Eiffel Plateau on our way back to
Koblenz. This wasamarked contastin scenery to theriver valley
landscape we had become accustomed to. The economy of the
arca was dominated by arable farining, as well as forestry which
gave us an opportunity to study the effects of acid rain, We
returned to the Rhine at Koblenz, and from there headed back for
ourlastnight in Bad Salzig. Thatevening saw some ofus heading

-into the nearby village of Boppard (‘the peart of the Rhine™), in

search of entertainment and an open pub, being entertained en
route by Sean O’ Reil[y s legend involving a castle and some
sheep.(2?7) The nextday we said “auf wnedcrscncn” toBad Salzig
and Germany as we set out on the first leg of our return home,
heading from there to Ostend. We stopped on the way in
Brussels, taking the opportunity for a quick bite 1o eat and 1o see
the city’s many attractive featnres including the “Maison du Roi”
and the “Mannequin - Pis”, We left Brussels, passing the E.C,
bmldmgs on the way, and from therc headed to Ostend, where we
stayed overnight, and where some of us took the opportunity o
discover the nightlife in the city. Paul and Ruairi’s early morning
rendition of their favourite tune “ha ha ha” (?77) met a watery
reception there. The nextmorning we left Ostend, and wenl o the

~beautiful city of Bruges, where some of the more crazier of us

took the opportunity to walk up the rather high belfry, which
overlooked the city’s market place, giving us a wonderful view
of the surrounding area and an acute attack of vertigo. From there
we headed to Calais, stopping ata supermarket Lo stock upon duty
free first, from where we headed by ferry to Dover, where we
were frisked by customs. We then journeyed through the night
through England and Wales, stopping en route at the aloremen-
tioned “Happy Diner” to bid a sad farewell to our driver, and
arrived at Hollyhead in the early hours of the morning, From
there we left for Dun Laoghaire, where we returned afier nearly
a week of sunshine to a typically wet [rish moming. We all then
went our separate ways, filled I'm sure with thoughts of castles
overlooking the Rhine, south facing slopes, our end of fieldtrip
tune *Ostend” (10 the tune of “Auberge™), and those big 2 litre
glasses of German beer,

Thanks to John and Dennis for all the work they put into
organising this enjoyable and memorable fieldirip which has
filled us all with a desire to return to sec all these places once
more some day. :

“ANINNOCENT ABROAD"

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

What is the capital of Slovenia?
S AL TRAN
What country is on the southern shores of the Caspian Sea?

Which Irish county is the only one to have elected at least one
Labour T.D. in every election since 1922?

Bng‘ota is the capital of which South American country?

What North Amencan mty is celebratmg |ts 35(!th annwer-
sary this year?

JAPANESE MANUFACTURING
INVESTMENT IN IRELAND
by Karen Cosgrove

Inthe 1950’s, Ireland embarked on a campaign to attract overseas
investment to the country. This move was promptéd by the
weakness of indigenous industry. Overseas indusiry was thus
seen as the second best aliernative to indigenous investment. The
encouragement of overseas firms to Ireland has been the subject
of many heated debates. Nonetheless overseas investors continue
to be welcomed with open arms, :

In march 1988 there were a mere 12 Japanese firms: located in
Ireland, but by 1992 the number had more than doubled (25).
There has however been a slow down in investment especially
after 1990, the peak year. This is partially explained by the
emergence of Spain as an altemnative location for Japanese
investment.

The majority of Japanese companies are 100 percent Japanese
owned, but the recent trend among Japanese investors is their
participaticn in joint ventures with Irish, German and Amencan
firms.

The largest invesiment by a Japanese company in Ireland is the
Asahi plant in Mayo, involving over £50 million in fixed asset
investment, Other major capital investors include Plastronix;
(Dublin) and Mitsui Dehman, (Cork). Whilst the average em-
ployment figure is 153 persons per site thisdisguises the extremes
which occur. For example Sumicem Opto-Electronics employ
six while Plastronix employs approximately 300, Japanese firms
ar¢ generalty small scale in terms of employment and in total
contribute approximately 3-4% of the total 80,000 people em-
ployed in foreign-owned firms here in Ireland. In view of the
capital and employment figures Japanese manufacturing enter-
prises in Ireland may be defined as small to medium sized,

Promaotion by the IDA has concentrated on atiracting electronic
parts and component manufacturers to Ircland., Certainly Japa-
nese investment has concentrated in this sector with 40% of all
Japanese firms involved in this niche. The Japanese have tended
to be conservative in-their investment choices, secure in the
knowledge that similar- firms made it in Ireland. "Recently,
however the Japanese have diversified by investing in a joint
venture with Beamish & Crawford (Cork), and in their involvement -
in a scallop farming technology transfer in Waterford.

Japanese investmenlt is clustered usually around Dublin, and the
South Western regions. For a long time Asahi was the only
representation of Japanese investment in the Wést but in 1990
Manorhamiliton became the focation of a techniology transfer
project whilst Letterkenny became the site of a joint venture
location. Japanese investment is regionally specific ,favouring
areas close to main transport arleries, due possibly to their
external orientation. Japanese investment is sectorally special-
ised, regionally specific and characterised by low capital in-
vesiment, exemplified even more by the new favouritism for joint
ventures and technology tr'msfers and by small scale employment
flgures
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THE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF JAPAN
by Marian Beirne, 1st Arts

Within the last forty years, Japan has become a major interna-
tional power.and has come to dominaie a high portion of .the
world’s economy., |

Made up primarily of four main islands, Honshu, Hoddaide,
Shikoku and Kyushu, these islands li¢ within a zone of crustal
instability noted for its numerous earthquakes and volcanoes,
Earthquakes are a frequent occurrence, with an average four
seismic. disturbances daily. With (or despite) limited natural
resources, imporied energy, large mountainous regions and on
the” periphery in terms of global economy, Japan. has been
transformed from a feudal country of the 19th century to the
economic powerhouse of today, see Table 1. In the intervening
years, it has seen virtual destruction following the Sccond World
War, extreme militarism and a return to near pacifism.

Taale 1.
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Japan covers an area of about 377,682 square kilomeltres, 70% of
which is uninhabited mountainous terrain.  The population is
123.3 million, a density of 1,500 per square kilometre or 30 limes
that of Ireland (Encyclopaedia Britannica Vol, 12,1.876). The
greatest density is in the south eastern coastal region including
Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya. The Japancse coust is noted lor its
length and for its role in the emergence of Japan as a lcading
fishing and maritime nation. No place in Japan is further than 75
miles from the sea.

al Modeta Jupan, Missicy of

For seven centurics, Japan was a feudal couniry until the arrival
of Western traders in the mid-ninetcenth century. In 1868,
Emperor MCljl s government took the iniliative 10 moderise
Japan’s society and economy. While behind in weaponry,
shipbuilding, new sciences and technology, the Japancse were
nonetheless convinced of their moral superiority. 1t was decided
that the best step forward was the policy of combining “Western
technology with Japanese Spirit”, Japan’s economic take off had

lo be executed in the face of a lack of accumulated capital,
untrained manpower, inadequate resources and a population that
was large and dense. The Meiji government introduced reforms
which included

- unification of the monetary and currency systems;

- the institution of land taxes to be paid in cash and notin kind;

- establishment of a National Bank Organisation;

- rapid development of the railway system;

- universal compulsory education; by 1900 95% of the Japa-
nese population was literate; (Knox & Agnew:150) .

- State investment was heavily established in highways, port
facilities, shipbuilding and armaments;

- the formation of the “Zaibatsu” (industrial and fmancral
companies), ‘

Each zaibatsu was a cluster of companies in diversified industrial
sectors owned by a single holding company. The largest of these
were founded by the powerful Mitsui, Sumitome and Mitsubishi
merchant families. However, large numbers of small businesses
and cottage industries continued to thrive, producing retail goods
such as textiles, ceramics and paper. They also produced goods
for larger companies on a subcontractual bases,. This can be
thoughtof as the origins of the dual structure of Japan’seconomy,

Alter the turn of the century, tensions began to rise throughout
Europe, resulting in a conflict of massive proportions know as the
Great War, World War 1. This had the effect of draining Europe
of its economic potential and averting it almost exclusively
towards the war effort. During this period, however, Japan was
atpeace. Itreaped economic benefits due to the crisis in Europe.
This boost to the Japanese economy through the supply of goods,
particularly heavy machinery to the warring nations, gave it a
very high economic growth rale which continued into the 1920,
However, the worldwide depression triggered by the U.S. Stock
Markel collapse in 1929, overwhelmed the domestic Japanese
cconomy. However while many businesses were bankrupt a
massive build up in military procurement (due to Japanese
lerritorial expansion) quickly began 1o bolster the Japanese
economy throughout the 1930’s, By 1939, Japan had occupied
Manchuria, sct about a full scale war with China and attacked
British colonies in the Far East. “They had become heavily
committed to an industrial empire based on war.” (Knox and
Agnow, 1989: 151). Their military expans:omsm however went
too far when they auacked Pearl Harbour on December 6, 1941,
In the four years afler the United States retaliated this attack, a
devastating war was fought in the Pacilic. The Americans
brought the war 1o the Japanese mainland and many of its cities
and factorics were completely destroyed by bombing. The last
two citics 10 be bombed were Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the
consequent nuclear devastation brought about Japan's defeat and
surrcnder. '

Aler the war, Japan’s industrial might was only 30% of its pre-
war levels, the country was in ruins, food shortages were acute:
The American Occupation Authoritics recognised the need to
revitalize Japan with the aim of giving it a fresh start as a peaceful
nation, In order 10 make the country democratic, major reform
progranunes were implemented by the government, economic,
social and educational systems. In addition, an American advi-
sor, Joseph Dodge, put into cffect a reconstruction programme,
(‘the Dodge Line”) which aimed at curbing inflation and laying
the basis for a self-sufficient Japanese economy. The late *40s
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were a time of hard struggle for the Japanese. However, interna-
tional circumstances changed with thé growing threat of commu-
nism, prompting the United States to givé priority 10 rebulldmg
Japan’s economy as a bulwark against communism. 1950 saw
the beginning of another Asian War in Korea, again involving the
United States against Communist forces. Japan’§strategic loca-
tion resulted in: significant economic growth fuelled by this
military activity. The American influence in the revitalisation of
Japan should not be underestimated. ' During this périod, Ameri-
can experts in-every field of activity were assisting the United
States Government in the peaceful réstructuring of Japan. In the
areaof Industrial Development,an Aierican had anoverwhelming
influence, namely, W.Edwards Deming, This internationally
renowned consultant led Japanese industry into new principles of
management and revolutionised their qualily and productivity.
The use of statistical techniques and consumer research resnlted
from the involverient of Mr. Deming in a series of training
courses given ‘to Japanese engineers. Another American, Dr.
Joseph Juran, was equally influential. The 1950s saw the begin:
ning of a new Japan in terms of quality and manufacturing.

The above items were some of the external influences on Japan
in the period immediately after the war. However there were also
several internal influences which multiplied their effecis:

Confucion ideology - Confucianism emphasizes$ the moral duty
of man to his fellows. Man is born good, ttic superior man (ollows
his true naturé and develops siricerity, fearlessness, compassion
and wi‘sdom. Precise rules of conduct are recorded. '

Investment - In Japan, money for investment is frecly available
largely due to the very high' personal savmg raics, “see Table 2

Table 2 Personal Savings Rate

L o v R -%;

Canada (1976) ‘ NS ¢

France (1977) * ‘ _ © 13

Germany,FR (1977) o 12

Italy (1973) 19

Japan 1977y ot
UK. (1977) T S 10
USA (197 . .5

i

Government suppor: = 'This has been obvious Lhmug,houl the
history of Japan’s industrialization.'Many ¢conomists and mdus-
lrlahsts beliéve that the ude is tilted i in favour of Japdn

M LT.L, Ministry of Imernauonal Trade and ]ndustry, delcrmmc
the industries that are favourable to Japan's future and help out in
their research and developmeént.. Following World War II,
Japan’s government targeted autos, steel, chemicals, shipbuild-
ing and machinery manufacturing as crucial industries. Japan’s
sysiem is one of goals and priorities. This allows for government
and industry o work together to achieve their national objective.
As a result, Japan’s auto industry has been wrapped in a cocoon
of protectionisim, governmentloans, protection from imports and
prohibition against foreign invesiment, : :

Methods of management e.g., lifetime employment, enterprise
based unionism, seniorily based wages and decision-making by
consensus.

From the mid-1950’s onward, Japan’s economy witnessed a
great leap forward with the spectacular surge in demand for
consumer goods. The annual average growthtate was 10%. This
rapid economic progress was spurred by a successful combina-
tion of mass production, improvement of labour productivity,
and close ties between large and small businesses: The extremely
low national defence éxpenditure was a very favourable condi-
tion. Japan was becoming an économic superpower and by the
start of the 1970s, it was the biggest shipbuilder and the largest
producer of radios and televisions. It was second in the manufac-
turing of steel and cars, and had now bccome lhe third largest
economy in the ' world.

Sirice then, Japan’s economic dommance of so many worid
markets has continued, oil crises not withstanding, As a result,
whole industriés ih other countries have been all but annihilated:
motor cycles in England, cameras in Germany, television sets in
the United States; the list is endless.

Today, while its economy is thriving and exports are atan all time
high, a variety of new factors are beginning to have an adverse
impact.

Labour shortage - Japan has the lowest unemploymentrate in the
industrialized world, Expanding companies are finding it in-
creasingly dilficult o find labour, Japanese valuesand government
emigration laws make the employmcmof foreignersdifficult, see
Table 3.

Trewe 3.
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Protectionisn - Anti-] apanese feeling is fising in many parts of
the world, pdrucularly the United States. Even in Europe, strict
quotas on the u‘nporL of Japanese vehicles are maintained. The
great difficulty forclgners facein exporung 10 Japan adds to this
resentment.
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Affluence - Japanese consumers are amongst the most affluent in
the world. They are becoming more Westernized in their ways
withan increase in leisure time and shorter working week, which
is making them in many instances, Iess compctitwe than thcnr
A51an neighbours.

These are some of the new influcnces affecting the Japanese
economy which are resulting in considerable overseas invest-
ment especially in the manufacturing industry:

» the three biggest Japanese auto manufacturers have manufag-
turing plants in the United Kingdom availing of plentiful
local labour and producing European vehicles.

+ all the major Japanese elecironic companics have assembly
plants in South East Asia where labour is cheap,

» Similar developments are taking placeinthe Umtcd States for
reasons of labour and local content. -

C,onsequently, the influence of Japan's cconomy is global and
inseparably linked with both the United Staes and Western
Europe. Whilst the example above relates to manulacturing, it is
equally evident in banking and property. For the Japancse
economy to continue 10 prosper in the future, it must open up its
markets to foreign companies, . AL a political level, il muost
recognise its strategic position and the dangers posed by its
economic dominance. Last spring, a book called "The Coming
War with Japan” became a best selier, The authors predicled a
shooting war within 20 years between the United States and
Japan, and stated: “The issucs are the same as they were in 1941,
Japan needs (o control access 1o its mineral supplics in Southeast
Asia and the Indian Qcean Basin and 1o have and export market
it can dominate politically. In order to do this, it must (orce the
United States out of the Western Pacific. As in the *30s, by this
scenario, the tensions eventually lead 10 a hot war.” (Time
International, Vol.139 No. 6, p.40). While this prediction is
perhaps unlikely, the Japanese must recognise the mood which
brings it about and respond accordingly.
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REGIONAL SPECIALISATION IN BRITAIN'S
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
by Margaret Burke, 2nd Arts

Introduction

The “Industrial Revolution™ is the térm ascribed to the dramatic
socio-economic change which occurred in Britain during the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. It marked a time in
world history when Britain could be described as the world’s only
workshop, its only massive importer and exporter, It saw a shift
from Britain being largely an agricultural based economy to an
industrial one. . Britain had at that time some industries: which
were cither home-based or in small faciory units. These were
developed into large factory based industries with people employed
foraspecific wage to produce goods for sale ata profit. It marked
a time when the average worker became a great deal more
productive than they had been previously.

It was a rcvoluuon not Just in indostrial terms but also’in
economic and social terms. . Britain’s population moved from
being a rural one in excess of 100,000, by the end of the
nineteenth century there were 33 cities over that figure, New
citics emerged based on industry, Transport developments made
Britain a*“smalier” country. Hand produced goods were replaced
by mass produced goods on machines for the local, national and
international markets. More distinct class structures emerged
with the wealthy faclory owners living away from the fog and
smoke of industrialisation while the labourers lived ‘near their
place of work. In many industries the working conditions were
very poor and living conditions not much better,  Sanitation
became amajor problem. Women and children were increasingly
important in these new industries, often working for low wages
in deplorable conditions.

But why did this “revolution” take place in Britain? There is no
simple answer (o this question but a number of factors were
important in its location there, These include....

1, Britain had at that time developed a capitalist economy .
where there was an emphasis on capital investment and
the accumulation of profit which further increased in-
vestment,

2. The period of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries was preceded by two centuries of fairly con- .
tinuous economic development. _

3. Britain, because of its colonial links had the advantage‘
ofboth using its colonies as sources of raw materialsand . .
markets for its produce, e.g. India and North America.

4. Thefact that Britain’s agricultural system was nolonger
asubsistence one and that it’s population was a growing
oncensured a labour foree and a food supply for its new
industrics and lowns,

5. Britain had a wadition of industries on Wthh to build
and expand into new areas,

6.  Governmentpolicy at the time was aimed at commercial
interests and was in favour of any policics which might
produce favourable economic ends.

7. There was an case of transportation within Britain as no.
arca was more than 70 miles from a port and this
improved its stance as an importing and exporting
nation,
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8. Britain had deposits of coal and iron ore which were
vital for this revolution, ‘

9. Technical innovations made during this pcrlod changed
the face of industry withemphasischanging from manu-
facture to large scale “machino-facture”,

To say that Britain as a whole was involved in:the Industrial
Revolution would be a misconception. Three resources were
essential to the revolution; cottor; coal and iron. Certain regions
emerged as leaders in this revolution and their prominence was
due mainly to their location near these resources, Whatemeiged
during and after the Industrial Revolution is that certain areas
specialised in certain areas of industrial production,  Thus..

Yorkshire - Woollen Textile Industry
Lancashire - Cotton Textile Industry
West Midiands - Metalware and engineering producls

Yorkshire regions had a tradition of involvement in the textile
industry. - The industry here was largely home based, bul never-
theless led to a web of cash ransactions. The result was that there
was cash. available for investment in industry. Liverpool, the
chief port of the region, was fast becoming an increasingly
important port and this led to further accumulation of wealth by
those involved in rade. The net effect of such activities was that
money was available in the region and there were businessmen
who were willing to invest it for farther profit.

Government policy played no small part in helping the develop-
mentof industry, British governments at the time were interested
only in economic ends and used the country’s status as a colonial
power for onereason only - commerce, In 1700 British producers
were granted protection against Indian textile imports (mainly
cotton) which ensured total domination of the home market. In
1813 the East India Textile Company was deprived of its mo-
nopoly of India (then a British colony) and the continent was

of already knowing the indusiry as there was a long tradition of
textiles in the region whilst the new machines were casy to work
and required little training, Manchester, the chicef cotton centre,
employed every person in the colton industry who could be
induced to learn the tra‘de Sir Robert Peel owned factories in
twelve different locatlons and employed 15,000 workers, such
was the extent of one man’s control over the industry,

Raw Materials ,

Both Lancashire and Yorkshire had a long standing tradition of
involvement in the textile industry. Their location straddling the
Pennine mountains provided the advantage of the availability
local wool for the industry. Initially both Lancashire and York-

shire were involved in the production of woollen fabric butduring -

the Industrial Revolution, Lancashire changed to cotton produc-
tion while Yorkshire became increasingly involved in the pro-
duction of fabrics with a woollen content, ¢.g. worsted. Britain

Conclusion

Regional specialisation was an important factor in Britain’s
Industrial Revolution, Certain regions emerged as leaders in
particular industrics, as can be seen from the, study of the
Lancashire/Yorkshire region. The regions that developed had
many advaniages which were exploited by far-sighted business-
men with capital to invest. Regional specialisation offered two
main advantages to the Industrial Revolation and Britain’s emer-
gence as the “workshop of the world”, Firstly, the centralisation
ofindustry in particular areas meant that costs were reduced. This
had the effect of making British products competitive both on the
national and international markets, Secondly, reduced costs also
led to a favourable profit margin which led to more capital
becoming available for further invesiment and so continuing the
cycle of industrial development.
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To look atall the areas which were involved in specialisation of
a particular industry would be an impossibie task, so [ therefore
intend to look at the textile industry in Britain and through doing
so outline some of the factors which led to the regional speciali-
sation of industries in generaland the textile indusury in particular:

Textile Industry - : 7 i

Britain had before the Industrial Revolution a tradition of ‘in=
volvement in the textile industry, especially in woollen produc-
tion for the export market. Overseas trade figures in the 1600s
showed that woollen cloth accounted for some 80% of thé valué
of total exports. The industry was spread throughout the'¢buntry
with particular emphasis on West Scotland, East Midlands,

Lancashire, West country (Bristol), East Anglia anid’ Yorkshire,

By the end of the Industrial Revolution however, thétégions of
Lancashire and Yorkshire hademerged as leaders in thigindustry
with specialisation in both cotton and woollen production. In
1730 over 44%-of the population of somie Lancashiré and York-
shire parishes were involved in the textile industry compared to
only 15% in agriculture. By (he'end of the Industrial Revolution
Lancashire had 74% of the total number of Brilish workers
employed i the cotton industry, while in 1850 Yorkshire had
90% of the country’s woollen workers. These regions had
practically total control of the textile industry. The reasons given
earlier for Britain’s emergence as the first industrial country have
a bearing on why the textile induStry became so concentrated in
the Lancashire/Y orkshire region. Her¢ I'intend Lo examine the
following factor§ and see the role Lhcy phyccl m lhlS regional
spec1allsatlons They are... e

1. Capitalism and government policy.
2. Technologlcal dcvelopmenls '
3. Labour force.

4, Raw materials.

5. Infrastructural deve]opments

Capitalism and Govemment Pollcy

Precedmg and during the Industrial Rcvolulmn capitalism be-
came the dominant economic systém, Private capital was invested
and profit making was the ultimate aim. The Lancashire and

Technological Developments

The Industrial Revolution saw a major change in the source of
power used to produce goods. Before the Industrial Revolution
the majority of goods were produced by hand or by using water
10 turn mill wheels-etc.. The Industrial: Revelution changed all
this and the invention which played a particularly prominent role
in the developments of many industrics was that of the sieam
engine. Coal was used 1o produce steam which in turn powered
machines which mass produced goods cheaper than by hand. The
inverition' of the, sieam.-engine was important to the textile
industry but so too :were the many other inventions which
appeared. John Kay’s flying shuttie (1733} increased the amount
of cloth produced; Hargreaves (1764) and Arkwright’s (1769)
spinning jennies increased the amount of spun yamns produced
and:Cartwright’s power weaving loom (1785) vastly increased
the amount of cloth produced: These machines became concen-
trated in the Lancashire/Yorkshire region-due in part 1o the
presence of a pre-exiting textile industry, the availability of
capital and the proximity of coalliclds. Thus between 1775 and
1800, 114 Boulton and Watt stecam engines were used to power
the textile industries. Of this number 47 were located in Lanca-
shire and 12 in Yorkshire, over half the total. By 1811 steam
powered spinning mills accounted for 90% of total spindlage
with all but 20% of these being located in Lancashire and
Yorkshire, By 1835 Lancashire had over 50% of cotton power
looms while Yorkshire had 50% of woollen and worsted power
looms.

Labour Force

The textile industry, most noticeably cotton production, was
centred around the Manchester region. However smaller urban
centres in Lhe area (e.g. Leeds, Bradford and Huddersfield), were
also imporlant and the populations of these centros provided the
iabour force for these industries. Manchester’s population in-
creased tenfold from 17,000 in 1760 to 180,000 in 1830, ‘While
some of this may be accounted for by natural increase (i.e.
number of births exceeding that of deaths), it also includes large
numbers of people who moved [rom the surrounding rural areas
into Manchester, and other urban regions to work in the textile
industry, The labour force in the region provided the advantage

[

there was an eight-fold increase in the amount of cotton imported
for the Lancashire based industry., Within a quarter of a century
ithad become one of the most important ind ustrics in the couniry,
so that by 1800 it accounted for 24% of total overseas trade.
Britain’s rol¢ as a colonial nation provided a major advantage for
the growth of the cottop industry. Slave plantations in the West
Indies and later in North America provided cheap cotton for the
Lancashire based industry. As mentioned earlier coal another
important resource in the development of industry was found
nearby in the Lancashire coalficlds,

Infrastructural Developments

Liverpool as already mentioned was a major port which Lanca-
shire used as an import base for its supplies of raw cotton and the
exportation of the finished cotton products e.g.stocking, shirts.
The first canal that opened in Britain was in the area with a heavy
concentration of the textile industry. It linked Worsley and
Manchester and was opened in 1771, This canal had an lmpormm
influence on industry as it halved the price of coal in the region.
Many of the early canals in South Lancashire were closely linked
with the manufacturing towns of Manchester and Liverpool. The
main areas of concentration of canals were thus Lancashire,

- Yorkshire, West and East Midland, Railways which developed

in the early nineteenth century again show a heavy concentration
in the Lancashire/Yorkshire region - the raitway was fast becom-
ing the most important means of coal-haulage from the Yorkshire
mines to the industries in the arca. These infrastructural develop-
ments undoubtedly played an important role in the concentration
to the textile industry in the region.

As can be seen from the study of the Lancashire/Yorkshire
region, it had the advantages needed to develop the -lexlile
industry in the area. Government policy, capitalism, availability
of both a labour force and raw materials and also the willingness
to adapt to new technological innovations playcd and important
role in this development. The regional specialisation of the
textile industry was undoubtedly due to the many benefits that
;vere to be gained through the location of industry in one parhcu-
ar area.
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WHERE IN THE WORLD?

According to global warming models applied to Ireland,
parts of some cities will be flooded. WhatIrish city will be the
first to be affected?

What is the most northernly point of Great Britain?

In‘wl_ii_ch east Asian city was the 1988 Olympics held?

What river flows through the cities of Vienna and Belgrade?
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AMERICA’S IDENTITY CRISIS
by Aine McDonagh 3rd Arts -

Americans generally strike youasa people whoare proud of their.
country; perhaps they have reason to be with for example, the
consistently high levels of migration into their country. Thistype
of pride makes it easy for the outsider to understand why the
average American sees his/her country as better than most.
Migration from different corners of the world has made America
a great ‘melting pot’ of cultures, But has the melting pot boiled
over? Do Americans have a real sense of national identity or are
they just a hybrid of different nationalities living in a commen
place? ‘ : ‘

The formation of an American identity is partly due 1o America’s
geography. The North American continent is a large landmass
bounded to the east and west by the great expansces of the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans. The distance between the Atlantic seaboard
and Europe was a major factor in the growth of independent
tendencies during the colonial period. The ocean barrier ¢n-
couraged a feeling of alienation from Europe and focused colo-
nists on American, rather than European, mauers. The greatopen
plains in turn encouraged the colonist o move further into the
heart of America and to look away from the east. The settlement
of the frontier represented an opportunity for all immigrants to
achieve success or ag it is called “The American Dream’. Pushing
back the frontier gave a sense of progress 10 the new Americans.
The challenge of exploring and settling their new country meant
Americans spent their energies developing this new land and not
looking to the outside world. This insular outlook has leftits mark
on the average American’s sense of geography today. . .

The large oceans that enclose America were not however only
barriers, but were also unobstructed passageways for immigrants
from Europe and Asia. Foreigners from provincial and feudally-
tinged societies were met with a spacious land and abundant
resources. The idea of apparently ‘unlimited’ lands in the New
World had powerful social and psychological elfects on the
American mind, Thus as Robin Williams points out, Amcricans
began to actas if they decided this land was somehow ‘meant’ for
them to tame and possess.

The ideas. of independence, isolation, progress, equahty of op-
portunity and even a sense of predestinations,. forged by geo-
graphical and historical factors, contributed Lo the new American
fecling of dissimilarity with the people they left behind. These
characteristics were to bring about the emergence, of a national
consciousness. :

Althongh the vast and open nature of America’s physical land-
scape,in tandem with the ocean-imposed fecling of isolation may
have had an impact on the migrants that settled in America, the
cultural landscape builtby these immigrantsnonethelessreflected
the fact that their original roots were not tol‘tlly forgotten, Thus
the names of settlements identificd links with the past. Fm_‘
example New Amsterdam was setiled by the Duich first and
eventually became New York, whilst New England rellects the
English influence. However much Americans belicved they
were forging a new identity they could not tolalty distapce
themselves from their pasts People in America to this day still
retain their ancestoral ethnicity. In America, if a person js asked

their nationality, rarely do they answer ‘American’, but rather
‘Tialian-American’, ‘Irish-American’ and so on. Even now, there
is a strong movement in America to call black people African-
American. This represents an urgent need on the part of black
peopie to have a nation culture; obwouﬁg being simply ‘Amen-
can’ isnot prov:dm{, r this for them, This movementis represema-
tive of a desire in American people to qualify themselves with a
sense of their ‘true’ past.

Perhaps the reason Americans are a culturally deficient people is
notbecause of the youth of America and its lack of history,but{as
ironic as it might sound) because it is a culturally deficient race.
By culturally deficient T méan that the new Americans in the 17th
and 18th centuries did not create a'culture of their own, with the
possible exception of the cowboy. America’s different culnirés,

‘borrowing’ from other nations did not amalgamate to form ohe
mass culture as the ‘melting pot’ theory u_fn_plles. Inslead eaph
culture retained its owri identity. If the first settlers adopted an
‘original’ culture of America, the new immigrant could have a
least some sense of America as a nation with its own culture and
history. Insicad the new settlers rejected the native American
tradition completely and failed to develop an alternative one.
Assimilation into the United States would have been easier, if
Americans had a strong Sense of who they are and proposed a
common national identity.

One of the arguments to propose here is that the void created by
the absence of 4 common American identity has been filled with
patriotism. Whereas nationalism is a sentiment based on com-
mon cultural characteristics, its patriotism advocates allegiance
and support for a statc and its policies. Patriotism in some areas
of America therefore demands unquestioned allegiance to na-
tional symbols and slogans. Thus for example the recent contro-
versy in the U.S. which erupted over the individuals right to burn’
the American flag. In no other country would this debate seem
so important. But because its citizens are not sure of what it
means 10 be American they rely on the government to define their
identity for them in its laws, codes and symbols. - The ‘flag-
burning’ controversy was thercfore important because it went to
the core of how Americans define themselves. ' Some of‘the
strongest forms of patriotism reject any form of critilcism‘ of
American life. The critic is usually branded as *un-American’.
The paranoia created by this type of patriotism culminated in the
MgCarthy era of the late 1940's, early 1950’s when modern day
witch-trials were held for anyone suspected of holding commu-
nist belicls, A more fecentbut less virulent réaction also followed
Sincad O’Connor’s refusal 1o allow the American anthem to be
played before her concert. With U.S. forces in the Guif; Ameri-
cdns saw hér as questiening and offending the vcry core of their
identity at a particularly sensitive time. : .' ¢

The absence of an American 1dcnmy leads its people o place
compensatory attention not only-on the country’s- symbols but
also on its government. One of the most striking characteristics
of American pride is its overwhelming preoccupation with politi-
cal institutions. While other country’s citizens either criticise or
poke Tunat their government; itis considéred almost sacrilegious
1o criticise any governmental institution in-America. To protect
these institutions, rules and codes is Lo bé'American: -

There is a split in American pride between those who glorify the
individuality of the melting pot and those who fear the ‘un-
American’ activities promoted by this individuality. This divi-
sion will always be present because America lacks a common
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‘our hotel. All hotel rooms are small in Tokyo.
interesting extras in comparison with European hotels. These
include slippers and ‘kimono-type' gowns for guests and a torch

cultural base. What America does have is its ideals of democracy,
progress and predestined greatness, which are represented in its
government, institutions and symbols and which in turn form the
foundation for American patriotism. 1t is this' patrictism, this
allegiance to an idcal Wthh divides and yet bmds Amencan
saciety. -
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JAPAN - A SUGGESTED LOCATION FOR
THE NEXT FIELD TRIP?
by Shelagh Waddington

If I had been told to choose a group with whom I least wished to
spend my summer holiday, I suspect a group of dentists would
probably have been close to the top of the list, if not actually in
first place. However, last May I spent two weeks in Japan as a
guest of the Pharmacology Department of Nihon University
Dental School in Tokyo and greatly enjoyed the experience. Thad
the great good fortune to be invited to accompany my husband
when he visited the Departiment and participated in a conference.
(If there is *no such thing as a free lunch’ at least somebaody othcr '
than myself was paying for it!).

Japan was summed up for me before the visitas “All the mystery
of the East, but you can drink the water!” Certainly the visit was
an absolutely fascinating experience, even the flight [rom Co-
penhagen 1o Tokyo as we flew eastwards, crossing the northern
part of Russia. Isaw the Siberian gas fields and some of the most
meandering and braided streams anybody could imagine (despite
all my confident sounding efforts at interpreting remote images
in 2nd year classes it took a great deal of thought before 1
recognised the gas fields!).

Our arrival in Tokyo Airport was less traumatic than we had been
led to expect. A second terminal and runway are required but
opposition from local groups has delayed developments and
normally it is very, very crowded. However, a1 9.00 local time,
we staggered off our 11 hour flight 1o find the place almost

_deserted and Dr. and Mrs Koshikawa waiting for us, They drove
us the 65km from the airport 10 Tokyo in their Nissan Cedric car.

(Clearly some names do not make it on the expost markel -
another Japanese product is an isotonic drink called Pocari
Sweat!}. The trip wasalong ol roads - an expensive way o travel
as there is a fresh charge every few ki, bul the aliernative was a

‘much slower trip along crowded roads.

The practical effects of high land valucs in central Tokyo (and
indeed in Japan as a whole) became obvious when we arrived at
They do have

for use in emergencies atached 1o the bedside lable. The salcty
instructions made me very conscious of being on the 9th oor in
an earthquake zone - ‘guests should lcave the hotel by Lhe nearest
stairs, holding their pillows over their heads (or protection [rom

Talling masonry!”

The dentists proved 1o be very hospitable and on our second day
I was taken to see a real ‘geographical’ sight - the Hakone
National Park. This area is a caldera containing a large lake,
surrounded by the remains of its volcano, plus the mountains,
The only current volcanic activity is relatively minot bcmg
solfatras and hot springs. On our Journcy there we discovered
how well developed the infrastructure is in Japan - Professor
Kobayashi was quite put out when we had to wait 10 minutes for
a subway train (and this was at 9.00 on Sunday morning!). We
subsequently travelled by express train, local train, tram car and
cable car, and bus on the journey during the day. The only hitch
in plans came because fog covered the area at one time preventing
our going ona boat (built to look like a pirate galleon) across lake
Ashia. A major treat on the visit to Hakone is eating hard boiled
eggs, cooked in the hot springs. We were assured that the
minerals in the water which wrned the egg shells black were good
for you..
Eating in Japan was generally an inieresting experience. To
reassure the conservatives - Big Macs in the Ginza McDonalds in
Tokyo laste exactly the same as in McDonalds, Grafton Street.
You can howcver have green tea instead of ‘black’ tea to drink
with it! I was afraid that I would have to fast unless T had an
interpreter with me, but restaurants either had menus which
included pictures of the dishes, or displays of plastic models of all
the dishes - pointing and smiling then worked fine, Meals were
still voyages of discovery, despite this, as models etc. do not tell
you what things tastc like. We found that a great deal of fish is
caten, quitcalotofitraw. Idid find thatraw fish was actually very
lasty but'when we werce served with a whole fish (sliced) whose
Jaws were still moving and whose tail was twitching I was
scriously concerned! One interesting meal was in a traditional
restaurant where the table was very low and we had to kneel
aroundit- afterabout 30 mins I thought I would never watk again.
Much of this meal was cooked at the table by the waitrésses who
had (o kneel to do this, and to serve us (exactly the same standard
ol service as in the student restaurant!). A highlighton a simpler
level was eating {resh pincapple sold in ice lolly-sized slabs on
sticks,

Apart from visits to various places escorted by our hosts, I also
went on several solo expeditions, I found it surprisingly easy.to
travel around Japan unaccompanied, although I almost gave up
before I starled my firstirip. Train tickets can be purchased from
machines which are happy 10 accept notes as well ascoins. Above
the machines are route maps with prices clearly marked, Unfor-
tunately the station names are in Japanese only. Everywhere else
on the rail system names are writlen in both Western and Japanese
characters -1 had failed o notice the one place whetre this did not
occur.  Fortunately, many. Japanese people are keen to help
forcigners. As I was slanding desperately trying to pick out the
correct characters from the guide book, a woman stopped and
when Istated my destination she told me notonly the cost but also
where Lo change trains. Afier this 1 gained confidence to set off
and approach a friendly looking face, smile and state my desti-
nation in an enquiring tone, whenever the need arose. T visited
tourist sights within Tokyo, such as parks and templés and also
went to Kamakura, a former capital of Japan to see more templés

and the biggest statuc of the Buddha in Jdpan solarge thatits ears
are 2.5in long!
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We were invited to the homes of several of our hosts. It is
traditional in Japan (as in Ircland) to take gifts to your host, they
also give you gifts (unlike Ircland). We had guessed how-many
people would invite us and taken appropriate Irish presents.
Unfortunately we.underestimated the hospitality and ran short of
gifts. Thad to find an ‘Irish’ present in Japan - or at least a non-
Japanese one, fortunately chocolate filled with Ballcys Insh
Cream is exported to Japan. It was m;crestmg to visit people ]
homes and discover what life in Japan is like outside a hotel. In
every house shocs are removedat the door and slippers are put on.
Even the most modern homes bad al leastone room which wasin
the traditional style with little furmturc and tatami mats on the
floor. The differences in land valies were also apparent in the
various homes - Professor Kobayashl s home in central Tokyo
was tiny with no garden, while Df, Sasa’s home in Kyolo hdd a
garden and was much larger.
|

Duringqur visit to Japan we spent some time in Kyoto, travelling
there by “Bullet train’, the Japanese high speed service. This train
was due to leave at 10.02 and left éxactly at 10.02; it also arrived
exactly on time, In Kyoto we saw both the home of the Tokugawa
Shoguns and the Imperial Palace (shades of the cconomic devel-
opment of Japan - Knox and Agnew style!). We learned about
Japanese views on gardens. There were few flowers and the
general ideaisoften based on acomparison with humanity.- water
representmg blood, rocks: reprcsemmg boncs and trees, [1cqh

In Kyoto we also experlenced tradmonal Japanese c,ulture in the
form of the Noh play, These invelve traditional stories and very
stylised acting by groups.of men. There is music provided by
drums and flutes -and -a_vocal accompaniment which (1o my
uncultured ears, at least) sounded like a cross between someone
inagony and adog howling. To giveaflavourof the lypeof story,
one of those we saw involved a courticr who had Teft the
Emperor s court because he had become too [riendly. He sent
along emissaries to persuade her to return and (1o quote ‘the
programme) one of his representatives consolcd hcr w:Lh a
dance’.

A highlightof my journey was a visitto a secondary school 10 talk
about Geography teaching and (o sce ateacher in action. Despite
a class size of 46, overall the lesson was surprisingly like a class
with a similar group in Ireland. At the end of the Jesson the
teacher thanked his students for their attention and they all §tood,
bowed and thanked him for the lesson. I was told that students
generally did not fail internal exams in school as it would be
considered to reflect badly on the teacher (isthere a message here,
somewhere?). The school was cxiremely: hospitablc despite
some initial confusion - they thought [ came from Iccland, My
major problems arose in discussion because my interpreter was
a dentist whose general English was excellent but whose com-
mand of both geographical and educational lerms was limilcd:
How would you describie a meandering river or an environmental
impact statement in words of one syllable?

On our last day in Japan my husband gave his paper al the
conference. Asa guest speaker he had to wear a huge red rosctic
similar to the sort that winners reccive at agricultural shows. At
the conference dinner we were invited Lo open the sake barred for
the official toasts. We were given jackets, 10 protect our clothes
from splashes, and hammers. Since the lid had actually been
loosened beforehand we were actually warned not to hit too hard
or we would drown the people at the front. We performed our {irst
official opening successfully (can we become president on the
strength of this?!),

Our visit to Japan, therefore, ended on a ceremonial note with a
wraditional ceremony coming at the end of a meeting exploring
some of the most modern developments in medicine, This really
sums up Japan for me it-is a very modern, high-tech society but
does still have a strong and obviously distinctive tradition and
culture. I was very fortunate to have this opportunity to visit there
and hope that I might have the chance to see much more of the
country in the future.
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THE GEOGRAPHY OF
CANCER MORTALITY
by T. Antoineite Donohue, 3rd Arts

Malignant Ncoplasms are a major cause of death in the developed
world, and their contribution to the total mortality rate isincreasing,
(Armstrong, R.W. 1980; Glick, B.J. 1982).

According 1o the Surveillance Epidemiology and Ends Results
Programme (SEER) of the National Cancer Institute in the
U.S.A., invasive matignant neoplasms are estimated to be in-
creasing by approximately 1,010,000 cases per year. (Berman,
S.,Wandersman, A,. 1990). Cancer claims 1 outofevery 5 deaths
inthe U.S.A. and about 22 in every 100 deaths in Britain, (Doyal,
L., Epsiein, S., et al (1983); Doll, R., Peto, R, 1981)

Cancer mortality rates have been increasing rapidly since 1930
for both males and females. This trend is pari_ly due to the
decrease in deaths cased by infectious diseases such as Tuber-
culosis; improved diet and. hygiene standards. (Gorman, P,
(1984); Howe, M. ,{1982); Doll., R. Peto, R., (1981)).

The probability of death before the age of 65, according to Doll
and Peto (1981) has been decreasing fairly steadily and it is now
less than half what it was 50 years ago. Thercfore, they argue, 1he
percentage of the population over 65 years has sleadlly increased
and as a consequence have a greater probability of developing
cancer. They conclude, that the increase in the percentage of old
people (due to the decrease in other causes of death) tends to

increase the percentage of whole populations that will die of'
cancer.

Gorman, P., (1984) argucs that the increase in cancer mortality fs
over and above that duc 1o the increases in life expectancy, and
it has occurred despite advances in diagnosis and cure, Many
cpidemologisthave documented onaged specific| trends in cancer
mortality (Doll, R., Peto, R., (1981); Moon, G., Jones, K

(1981)).. In Doyal and Epstcm $ book “Cancer in Bntam”
substantial cancer morality .trends at different age levels are
described. Their findings show that cancer is the most common
causc of death between the ages 35 and 54 years and the second
most common cause ol death for those aged 54 years and above.
(Armstrong, R.W., 198(; Doyal and Epstein, E., et al 1983;
Gorman, P., 1984). :

A study carried out in 39 countries, including Ireland, shows that
cancer mortality for males is higher than for females and that the
pereentageof maledeathsduc o ma]ign‘an[neoplasmsiS_inqreasiﬁg
(Gorman, p., 1984). Doyal and Epstein (1983) say however, that
both male and female cancer mortalitics have risen at the samé

rates over the 1970%s, Age specific trends in cancer mortalltles
will be further discussed.

Spatial Analysis of Cancer

“Cancer incidence has a remarkable geographical variation
between and within countries, and it is this variation that
comprises perhaps the most imporiant evidence so far ob-
tained, thal environmental factors are foremost in the aeti-
ology of most cancers” (Armstrong:  1980).
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Maps of mortality rates in Europe (European file 1990) and in the
U.S.A. show significant variations.in the occurrence of the
principle cancers evident in the western world. The spatial
analysis of cancer mortality can therefore be seen as animportant
step towards the 1dent1fxcauon of possnblc risk f actors 1o soucLy

Anessential first step in distinguishing possible dangers to health
is the locating and identification of high risk and low rigk arcas.
Areal differences could be related to socio-cultural, economic
and environmental factors. This does not mean that a direct
causation process can be established but the formulation’ of
hypotheses could be a first step towards research and ulumately
prevention,

For example, Nina-Siu-Ngan Lam’s analysis ofthc geographical
patterns of cancer mortality in China (1986) clearly identifies
North/North Eastern China as a region where cancer of the
stomach is significantly pronounced. Having located the area of
hxgh risk, it became possible for Lam to further investigate
elements such as economic development, diet and population
density particular to this region, which may have camcd 1hc
unusual levels of stomach cancer.

Urban/Rural Residence

Empulcal evidence has shown that the more urbanised a rcglon
is, the' greater is the risk of cancer mortalily {(Mayer, J., (1990)
Doyal & Epstein etal (1983); Gorman, P., (]984) Lundbcrg, 0.,
(1985)). Cancer has been strongly associatéd with urban areas.
The link between ling cancer and rban residence haq bccn
remforce by Henry Troyer’s (1988) study of cancer among four
rellglous sects, the Amish! thé Huuterites, the Seventh Day
Adventists and the Mormons,* Tobacco use is strongly discour-
aged in all four sects, and both the Amish and the Hutierites live
in strictly rural locations. The Mormons ate described as being
more rural than ordinary North Amencam A[l four rchgmus
sects, it was found, have extremely fow lung’ cdncer morlallly
rates. Is it therefore, fair {o say that rural dwcllcrs ‘and non-
smokers (regardlessof resuicnce) arc less l:kcly 1o dic prcmdturcly
from lung cancer? Comroversy arises ovcer these very ms_‘ulps and
two broadly opposing viewpoinls have emcrg._,cd

The Establishment Vlewpomt
Theeslabhshmentwewpomt supported by Doll,R. ,dnd Pcto R
argue, that the most significant causes ol cancer are cicmcms
which individuals willingly expose themselves. Risks would
therefore include diet, smoking and alcohol consumption.

This slandpomt has gained considerable bdckmg from many
industrialists in the U.S.A. including the. Chemical Industrial
Association (C.ILA), In Winick M’s Bock “Nquluon and Can-
cer” (1977) it is estimated that over one half ol all [emale deaths
cansed by cancer, and 30% of all male dcalhs are related 10
nutritional factors. Doll and Peto describe smokmg, and dict as
being the direct cause of 30% and 35% of all cancer deaths
respectively,

Smoking and Social Class: An example of the
establishment viewpoint T

Trends in total cancer mortality in the wcstern world arg (loml-
nated by the rapid increase in lung.cancer moriality which has
been strongly associated with the increased consumption of
tobacco by both men and women (Doll, R., Peto, R., 1981). Other

epldemlologms suggest a multifactoral reasoning for the appar-
entrise in lung cancer deaths, encompassing both. behavioural
and -occupational factors. (Howe, W., 1981; Gunning-Schepe,
L., and Hans-Hagan, J., 1987).

In great Britain cancer mortality among adult males betwecn the
years 1979 and 1983 was 2.3 time higher in occupational class I.
These differences have not diminished in magnitude since 1920
(Berman, S., Andersman, A., 1990). Physical working condi-
tions, together with economic hardship and health related
behaviourisms seem to suggest a greater risk of lung cancer
mortality for semi-skilled and unskilled workers (Lundberg, O.,
(1985)0. A report carried out in Finland by Pukkala E. (1987)
identifics heavy smoking as a behavioural feature among lower
social classes. This pattern has also béeen witnessed in the UK.
(Doll, R., Peto, R., (1981)) and in the U.S.A, (Sterling, T,
“Weinkam, J., (1990)).

Cancer mortality is higher therefore amongst lower social classes
with a combination of life-style factors playing a major role.
Differences in v.mokmg habits, job patterns, and in the general
deprivation found in urban areas is not however accepted by all
as an cxplanation | for the hlgh cancer mortahty rates found in
urban arcas. =

The Radical Viewpoint

Carcinogens in thie Workplace and Air

Howe's (1981) study of cancer in the U.K. in which lung cancer
patterns and smoking rindicated considerable dlspanly, isbutone
ol several observations which has given rise to questions about
other environmental dangers outside the realm of life-style fac-
tors. Theradical viewpoint is taken by trade unions, environmen-
talists and others concerned to expose the role of industry in the
creation of ill health (Doyal, L., Epstein, S., et al (1983)).
Occupational hazardsin the formi of carcinogens in the workplace
and in the general environment caused by increased industriali-
salion is believed Lo be the cause of high levels of cancer mortality
rales in urban areas.

Rcse.tr(,h in the U.S.A. showed swrong links between some Lypes
of cancers (noticeably lung cancer) and cerwm types of industrial
pollution (Sobel {1979)).

Conclusion

“There is significant international, national, and local variationin
cancer frequency in most regions. These variations, are by and

large, not random, and undoubtedly refiect the interaction of

genetic and environmental varmblcs * (M.Paciane (1985))
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POVERTY IN THE MIDST OF PLENTY
- ISSUES IN THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE
GLOBAL FOOD MARKET .
by Kathy Trant 2nd Arts

-~ Introduction

Poverty in the world today can be generally equated with under-
development. Geographers have in the recent past categorised
the nations of the world into three groups, which they have called
the Core, the Periphery and the Semi-Periphery. Itis the firsttwo
of these groups that we are concerned with in this article. The
Core group - the developed nations of the world - both industrially
and technologically - have high wages and control most of the
world’s wealth, Because of this they enjoy dominance in world
trade. In contrast to this the Periphery are developing countries
with rodimentary technology, simple labour intensive produc-
tion and whose workers receive low wages. Unlike the countries
of the developed world the peripheral nations do not produce a
great diversification of goods and so are much more vulnerable
to changes in demand on world markets. It is the relationship
between these two groups on the World Food Markets that this
éssay is about, a relationship which should be said, is one of
inequality and imbalance. Particularly emphasis will be given to
developing countries in Africa where the food situation is most
acute.

It is estimated that between 340 - 730 million people suffer from
malnutrition globally (Knox and Agnew, 1989:25). According1o
figures released by Trocaire 1/5 of the worlds population suffers
from undernourishment and this figure continues to grow.
{Trocaire, 1987:12). Whilsta great concentration of this poverty
occurs in South America and East Asia, it is African countrics
which have the most pressing problem of hunger and deprivation,

One of the chief reasons for this (deteriorating) situation is .

population expansion in the countrics of the Periphery, While
food production has kept pace with population increase in coun-
tries like India and Bangladesh for instance, it has not however
been sufficient to keep hunger at bay. Indeed in many parts of
Africa, production has not kept up with population expansion and
the food situation there has become acute and is steadily wors-
ening. (Bradley, 1986:90-91). As developing African countrics
are thought tobe at the beginning of stage two of the Demographic
Transition process the problem of hunger, malnourishment and
tamine is likely to exacerbate if major re-structuring ol the
economy does not take place,

On a global level there is sufficient food 1o provide lor the need
of all. Inthe countries of the Core, food production has increased
much more rapidly than population expansion. Indced John
Mellor has said that since the 1970s the world food situation has
changed from one of acute shortages 10 one of considcrable
surplus. (Mellor, 1988:977-1011). Yel it has been a sorry fact of
the 1970sand the 1980’s that poverty and hunger have beensuch
a dominant part of the world scene. The problem then is not one
of real food shortages but one of distribution. In (his sense
distribution means that Peripheral countrics lack the resources 1o
buy what is available on world Food Markels.

Food: Necessity or Profit?
To further exacerbate the imbalance between the Core and the
Periphery, industrialised countries like the U.S.A. Canada, France

. and Australia, - (which are the world’s biggest exporters of

agricultural products) view agricultural production in a very

different light than do the under-developed countries of thé

Periphery. For the countries in the Core food is just another .

consumer productto be boughtand sold forthehlghestproflt But
for the hungry masses in Peripheral regions food is'a necessity -
abasic right, However such considerations do not much concern
the governments of the Core who are primarily concerned with
upholding prices of farm products. This was very clearly demon-
strated in the 1970’s when a U.S. government decision was made
to reduce the amount of cereal under production. Huge subsides
were given to farmers in order to achieve this. Wheat prices
increased dramatically as aresult-236% between 1971 and 1974
(Bradley, 1986:97) - but at a human level this decision led-to a
major disaster, Africa in 1972 saw a famine of unprecedented
dimensions - a disaster which could have been averted had
American grain been available for distribution.  To add to the
horror American multinationals sold what grain reserves were
available to the Russians for cattle food - again profit being the
dominant motive. The E.C. also controls food production to
maintain the prices paid to farmers in its member states. This
priority of the E.C. to uphold prices is evidenced today-in the
difficultics experience by GATT in trying to negotiate a reduc-
tion in farm subsidies, in an effort to have freer markets. World
food needs it would seem are not therefore the primary concern
of the countries of the Core,

_Multinationals

However this is only one side of the difficulty expenenced by the
countries of the Periphery, Multinational firms control the

pr@@n@ﬁg@@" grown by developing couniries, This
is particularly so with regard 10 countries in Africa where multi-

national companics - which in many cases are acy of
colenialism - produce mmnﬁﬂlﬂﬁsa&twﬂ_ec, sugarand
cocoa for sale on world markets. These multinational companies
have as a primary aim the production of these commodities at the
12\221(@@_@00 and with the greatest profit for themselves
-profits which mainly go outside the countries of the periphery.
Traditionally the countries of the Periphery have been exploited’
in this way. Furthermore as world markets are determined by
supply and demand, given that the demand for food - unlike other
consumer goods - Ieaves little room for expansion, the global
markets for products like coffee, tea, cocoa are therefore static
and it is unlikcly that demand will increase.(Lofchie, 1988:112),
To further exacerbate the problem “health fads™ in the Core have
increaséd the use of substitules of these items and so the demand
for these items are further lessened on the World Food Markets,

Multinationals are not of course the only sector involved in the
production of “cash-crops”, Perhaps a far more serious phenom-
enon mitigating against the development of a better economy in
countrics of the Periphery and in African countries in particular
has been the growing pressure on the smali producers to grow
“cash-crops” at the expense of producing food crops. They need
this cash in order to buy consumer goods and for inputs into
agriculture, but it has had the effect of leaving more and more
small producers at the mercy of the vagaries of the Global Food
Market - Food Markets which, as has been prevmusly stated, are
geared to the necds of the Core: are static and which have httle
prospect of development, ‘

Recession

Many other factors are important in understanding how the
countrics of the Periphery are being dominated by the Core. The
world economic recession in the 1970°s and 1980’s for instance
has had enormous repercussions for the countries of the Periph-
ery. Therise in the price of oil for instance has increased costs of
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inputs into agriculture and at a national level this rise in price .
coupled with the overvaluation of the U.S. dollar, - the currency WHERE IN THE WORLD?
usedforbuymgandsellmg01lon world markets - hasled Loahuge ' o ' LIFE AFTER THE B A
rise in interest rates resulting in enormous increases in servicing o R L d A
already huge national debts.(Lofchie, 1988:122). All these () = What is the capital of the Scottish Highlands?
factors have overburdened the budgets of emerging underdevel- \
oped countries to crisis point, While increasing the costs of  (b)  What is the largest city you could live in if Just to demonstrate that there really is life after the B.A. here are some Ma : . .
: ¢ A are s aynooth graduate students who are experiencing the highs
agricultural production in their countries, they more 1mportantly and lows of postgraduate life. This bunch are all aitending the M.A. in Regi ; . . S
leave thomselves very vulnerabie and weak when negotiating on yoou msxsted upon having a view of Lake ending the M.A. in Regional and Urban Planning at Richview U.C.D.
world markets, - ntamo
Conclusion (¢) What country comes last in an alphabetical
The economies of the countries of the Core; and Periphery-are hSt? &"Méa"“ e
therefore interlinked but the periphery, whlle very important 1o : e
the Core, has, and is still, being exploited and dominated by the  (d) . Wha[ seqa lies betwcen nga and Stockholm‘?
need of its much wealthier neighbour. Until the countries of the - Boliie T
Periphery, and in particular African countries, can weaken this
link, by forging new economic alliances with other dcvelopmg @ i Which OfSMIGiryland }\/Ias aChusf tt?S 1s nOt one
countries; by developing new industries, and by increasing food of the U ew England States? 7
production for their own needs, this siate of mequahty wﬂl
persist. () What Indian cuy is served by Dum Dum |
Airport? |
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WHERE IN THE WORLD (m) Which glac1al features dominate the Irish land
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(n) Who said "In the begmmng all the wor]d was
1. Llub1an]a 2. Iran, 3. Cork 4. Columbis, 5. Montreal 6, Cork America.”
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(p) The worlcl Chdmp10n‘§ in soccer have come from
a) Inverness, (b) Toronto, (c) Zimbabwe, (d) The Baltic, (e . either. Qf two continents, which two? £ « ¢ e 7 _
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Cumann Tireolaiochta na hEireann

The Geographical Society of Ircland was founded in 1934 with the objectof promoting an inlerest in geography. Its membership
is drawn from teachers in schools, colleges and universities; people working in the public service and research; and all others
who find geography interesting and stimulating. The Society secks 10 provide information and promote discussion about a wide
range of topics of geographical interest both within Ireland and abroad.

MEETINGS _
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of events is also organised, usually in Cork, Limerick and occasionally Galway and Belfast. The Society also organises a One
Day Conference the Proceedings of which arc published as a Special Publication,

FIELD TRIPS

Day field trips comprise a distinctive feature of (he society’s programme and provides first hand experience of areas of
geographical interest in Ireland.

PUBLICATIONS

The Society’s principal publication is the internationally known journal Irish Geography which is published in June and
December. The main body of the journal comprises papers dealing with various aspeets of Irish geographical research, Also
included are a book review section, a record of recent publications of a geographical nature dealing with Ireland, and a section
concerned with aspects of Ircland’s changing geography. The Socicty also publishes the biannual Irish (Geographical
Newsletter which provides news and information about geography in Ireland and about the activities of the Socicty. Italso acts
as a forum for the discussion of general matters of geographical interest. Members receive both of these free of charge and may
also obtain some journals published by other socictics at a special concessionary rate.

'LIBRARY

The Society’s Library is housed in the Department of Geography, Trinity College, and carries a long serics of many geographical
journals. Inaddition, there is a collection of books covering all branches of the subject, including all materials reviewed in Irish
Geography. Members may borrow books and periodicals from the library. The Geography Department Librarian at Trinity
College also acts as Honorary Librarian 1o the Society, and may be contacted at 01-7772941 ext, 1454,
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