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EDITORIAL

I felt very privileged this vear when ssked to be editor of . .

Milieu 1990. Having purchased a brand new editorialwpen-l
sat anxioosly awaiting the apticles upon whtohyl;wae:to*-w
exercise my newly invested powers. Ho@ever my wait was to be
a long one and excepting one individual nao artiolee were
forthcoming. I was subsequently informed “that the editorial
Poet is more a coercive one than I had imagined, I was
expected to squeeze erticles1fr0m_thewstudent,body,.with the
uee of aggression permitted if needs be. Tﬁis was not
'something that befell naturally to my character, however I
did mention in péeeing‘the famine .that existed to a number of
aoquaintances. A few more articles rewarded these efforts,
many of -a humorous nature which although welcomed .are. out of
place unless eupported by a number of .serious articles. This
I feel is an unfortunate 81tuetion and ‘one that merits our
attention. We may argue and discuss “til the cows come home
on the nature of geography, but how can it exist at all
unless it is written by you and me. the geographer.. It ig
pertioularly unfortunate in the academic year just rast, one
which contained endless stimulation for the geographer.
Dramatic change in Eastern HEurope, barriers and boundaries
of all description disappearing over night with profound
implications for both the geography of Europe and the entlre‘
globe. There must be endless oplnlons among us as.to the
implications of these changes. Yet‘not one'artiole resulted.
Recent changes in South Africa, Panama etc, are crying out
for the eye of a geographer to see and interpret._It is only

in trying to understand changes that have tmken place that we

can hope to influence future change and I puggest it is the
geogravher who is best equiped to understand the nature of
many of the happeninge above. Hnough complaining! To matters
more local, this year has brought with it several changes in
the make up of the firet and indeed second year geography
courases. Firet years have seen the introduction of some new
oourses as well as an adjustment to their ocourse structure.
Most noteably we can see how_thergepartment is making
positive steps to look et aﬁd.intevpret many of the urgent

global issuea that press upon us. The ooureee focue on what

.‘:geography haa to oontribute to such issuee as the global food
\:wcrisia,~politioal'oonfliotﬂ;and“environmentalfdestruotion*“'
O Courses tackling theee igsues are eurelv to bé very weloome.

H“however careful attempts are belng made to eneure that thef

P

4:“geogfephers Perspeotive on. these iesues BIEe being P&SHed O

o We are being asked to look beyond the-media<orientated”or”*
‘J°populiet interpretation of these happeninge to what geoprephy
.'”in pertioular hae to oontribute to them f Other ooureel

”,,nhanges inolude the. introduotion of a. etatietice coursea: for

second year students which should serve 6 broaden’ smplovment

chances to well beyond. the teaching arena.

AIDAN’S

SWEET SHOP

Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 7.15 to 11 p.m,
Saturday & Sunday 8.30 a.m. to 9 p.m.




" FOREWORD

The present issue of Mlheu. wntten for and by students, isa useful mdicator of the changmg
émiphasis within the discipline of Geography This volurie w1th its articles on food supply in the African
Continent, industrial pollution, and women in geography stands‘as a commentary on the current preoccu-
pation of many practitioners of the subject Collectively. the publication of Milieu stretching back fora
decade and a half, offers an opportumty 1o assess the. temporal alterations in the populanty of specnﬁc
research topics, In many ways itisatthe mterface w1th students and through thelr wntmgs that the elements
of change first appear on the agenda of geograpmcal interests, Fundamentally. Geography has always had

a "Populist” element in its research and. teachmg focii for, far more than most other academic subjects, it .

deals w1th the i impace of commonplace events upon the xeal world. Geography has arole asa dlsc1plme
which observes, comments upon, and mterprets change m the nature of reglons and places unvellmg in
the process the evolvmg spatlal relatlonsmps whlch g1ve sxgmﬁcance to changmg character ofthe modem
_world The student generations ate perhaps more sensitive than most to the forces of change, and in that

sensitivity rests much of the significance of the essays, in this current issue of Milieu.

W.J. Smyth

AUDITOR'S REPORT P SO SN
The. geopraphical vear got off to a llve start on Fairg Dav
with a,100% plus. increasge . in membership, unfortunately this

was coupled with decreased capitation. -for reasons that even

yet are rather nebulous. Our fipst lecture or should 1 say

societal get together was a rather formal aftair when the mon
in the monkey .suit ie. Prionnsa;siﬂreathnach gave ue his
“Contessione.of a Field Trip Leader” The confessiones spanned
the spectrum of field tripe over the years and we galned sn
insight into how certein,gaography d@pantment.membetsjloqkedJ
in their "Hippy" days. This was followed by a talk hy

Professor Robert McKim from Ohio University on sabbatical dn

~@QUB. | The geography society was honoured in that thia‘wae‘hhe

first philosopher ever to address. the geography scciety. The:
title "Eth;ce-.mdjhe Environment: the Cornerake has Kights
too," gave us & somewhat different rerspective than that
otfered to us by geography, hence it was most enlightening.

On the 14th December, Thomas Kabdebo, Head Librarian in

Mavnooth and a native Hungarian. presented a very topical

‘lecture on, 'Hungary. Repnewal or Repetition” and piven the

situation in Europe at the time, it opened our eves to the

emeréing'Eastérh”Eufope. Then on the February 19th (the first

‘day of'Rag Wéék)wwe hosted the Geography Society of lrelands

ioint ébciéﬁies_lécture. The lecture went ahead despite
varioushkidnapping thrpats to both our speaker and
depdrtmpntal thd Professor P Gera of Unlverelty of
Toronto spoke on buﬁig;ngb;ﬁ_ﬂgqelgpmgnt with regard to
Pxpl@ltdtlon and CDnSEPthlon Gf’ our environmcnt at a- giobdl

level. Thm talk was well attended by the various



universities and representatives of the @SI. E B finaT’talk
was co-hosted with the Economics | Socisty 8n" 27tH'M§ﬁ6H?“*OdF?
speaker Rory O°Donnell -from 'the” National‘Ebonomios@ggéiél”jﬁ”

Council spoke on the v

1992". Once again we were very éﬁfightéhédf*ésﬁé&i&lly'by”‘J
his supply and demand curves. On behalf of the' Geography ' -
Society I would like to thank our members for*their'stéfiing
support throughout the year &hdﬂpaddy-Dﬁff?'duf”lidiéén“’*
officer within the department. On my own behalf I'wish to
congratulate and thank my committes members for thelr undying
geographical ferVour' ‘The tradition of Milieu has' been
continued and it remains only for me to wish the ' incoming o
geographical society committee all" the best in the coming < -
year, and hopefully they will become as énlightened as we

Were! ‘ . S e v I A S .'—.‘15,:‘; FURTTE R S T NI
" Auditor: ‘Lednard Molloy

Geography Socisty 1989\1990: Leonard Molloy '~ Auditor
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MAIN STREET MAYNOOTH. PH: 6286294
GROCERIES; ‘CONFECTIONERY, ' | =+
‘COOKED MEAﬂS,STHFIONERY.w,

NEWSPAPERS, CHOCOLATES,
- FANCY GOODS, TOYS

LARGE SELECTION OF GREETING CARDS
OPEN 8.30 A.M. TO 7P.M EACH DAY

doestt ey nienlt ol wdosh arhy wevandw sy biloe CoulT w0 ol e e
o uMariations.in, & Eirst. Year s, Benspective of.Geography”
Kathleen Quindan,; o0 sais w0 o e e
. T T R T TD £ N PR S SR U ORI
S0, hefore; you, come to Maynooth you thought that the carrying
capacity. related to the amount, of alcohol which you could .
consume in one. night. Yes, you proclaim proudly,. my. ...
carrying capacity, was six pints, of heiﬁeken;and,a.few gin, and
tonics.  Then you reached,that;spatially;oyientatedgpointfof
being sraced out, the evéntual;culmina;ionhof‘capacity“beinguj
a_mthahagpiér”perertion,pf;the;world= in global, terms,. .. .. ..
albeit from a, daze, in & position.of horizontal linkage, a .
neo-Malthusian view. Well, you were wrong. and if you cast. .
your mind back to, that, first geography lecture you will . .
reqﬂil the glitzy video.and, of course the dazzling lecturer &
whichﬂopened,for.3oulthe_wo:;d of!gaogpaéhy;andrthat much . .
maligned species,_the“geographe&i . 1s. geography .an unknown
quantit??}uAang.g@ographars,there_appearS;to be controversy .
ag to who, when, where and;what_cgqqepng this subject,. .The . .
student who takes on. geography ig -like the ant who: carries .
the enormous load of a,breadogpmb.,;ﬁe/She knows. the struggle
will be worthwhile as success will offer substantial, solid, -,
sustingncei,Letfg:takeﬁgeography and Maynooth together.. . For .
a lasting memory of this combination a traditional geography
topic comes to;migq,qclimqpe_{ December;in_Maynqothjwas L
chewing blubber time. Artic conditions prevailed as walking
into college frozen pools on the ravement cracked underfoot.

Pasgsing by the canal you remember old Holden Caulfield in



"Catcher in the Rye" asking where the ducke in Central Park
: INTERNAL MIGRATION and REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT in IRELAND

'-'g‘of-rfOr 'the';’Wi‘nte_’]:";'?"-"?-_').’dﬁ? Wtﬁnaéﬁf’ whepe! ﬁhé3§'f8wﬁﬁ§:a"ﬁb?-,‘"-’5&ﬁ}:l wish , . RV ‘ 1n the . 19908
you would migrate With'them{ This iéﬁﬂﬁ}%ﬁbﬂé?{%é&&i_it's o I - _J;M WAL§H

real. Outside the library you pause for a moment, ask the

Pope how the 1gloo 18 Goming ‘alohg sfd! dohtemplats that o L “
: The 1990s is likely to be a decade of considerable progress
dreaded test of' & pedestrisns ‘balaficing’ capabilities - the o o ; _ _J .
in relation to Eurdpean integration. already the process of

glahiated flyover foot-bridge. ‘The asoent is ebslest. Near' ‘ : 4 : ’ '
o ‘ o , gconomic integration is well under way and the foundations
the peak you pauss 'to melt‘down“ide to make bouril. This - _ _ _ 9 , ‘ _ ‘ _ '
i e o ‘ for monetary and political union are being laid. While Lhese
prepares you for the hazardcous dedcent: You edge’ forward - ' L _ ,
L n o . . dév@lmpm@wmtg are preséntly'cOhffn@d'to‘th@ memberas of the
bravely. “The frozen hand rail bites' into your fingers - |
o S ‘ , R ' Furopean Community it is also liKely that new forms  of
draining them of heat. - Why didn”t you buy gloves instead of | ) _ R _ : |
. L , asspciation will emerge between the EC - and its neighbours Lo
those capacity achieving pinte? Someche ahead scresms, f , , _ | _
NSO ‘ . . . “the East and North. all of thése developments may be viewed

falle, creating a domino effect. "Why didn 't you buy 'life ' S _
‘ L B , ‘ as part of a ocUmulative process aimed at the creéation of a
insurance? The wind rasps around your face and yoi think = o | -
L _ ; o o o , powerful and politically coordinated entity. While such
wind chill is an understatement and hHow much body heat do you et
- L L _ developments predent néw oppurtunities and challenges théay
really lose through your'head?‘“Finally,7ydulappfoddh“the“”‘ﬁ’ P : |
o o ‘ ' will undoubtedly reguire adjustments and concessions an many
steps, your feet push forward in' your shoes, and you regpet L | o |
b . o o areas of policy formilation within individual states. Thi
not outting your toe-nails. You reach' the gdrassy slope, the e e N N o _ _ B
. o o ability to make such adiustments and more iRWportantly  to
pedestrian 'is victoricus. Now you have survived the ice age - : L - : S G :

d Rag Week &md o ' secure a share of the' benefits from increased integration is
an 8¢ Week and as the birds begin' to ‘sirg, proclaiming the o L o PR | o _
likely to "vary considaerably batiWeen countries and most
arrival of apring,- the dreaded- greein revolution begins. The N o o o o N o 1
@specially between those countries whiChgﬁonStituta tha  coré

grass begins to grow, even on the ‘mud’ path bstween the "Keep '
and perlph@ry P@g]Oﬂ& of the Contlnen The - 1mpigudtlon< for

off the Grass'" signs. ° Soon 1aw D L L
= Ins . nmowars will be rampantly - o ‘ o : . o . _
Ireland of  the 1992 ecohomic integration programme have

mowing down daisies ‘and we know exam§ are approaching. Time - T S TR Sy ‘ . .
already been analysed in detail by the Naticonal Economic and

is still on'cur side, but at ti sment Higglodv Pioglady . -
sﬁms 1t all up. o ¢ & the moment' Higgledy Piggledy ‘$D¢ial Council which concluded .that “"the long-run benefits of
df.mérkatNCOMplation'ake_likely'to be unevenly distributed”
and  "the completion of the ihternal market should not be
cexpected Lo narrow -the income di$paritim$'b@twean_regiOnsjiﬁ

th@iEC,Nlet alone bring about convergence' (p.5%26).




While :most governments - have been expending considerable

energies over recent years on the macro Europaan processes
they have also had to adjust-manyjmf their domestic policies
in an effort to recover from the sconomic recession that
beset the European economy in the first half of the 1980s.
One of the more notable aspects of adjustment has been a
trend in. many countries to reduce the level of state
intervention in the economic development process Jand to
encourage an enbterprise culture which has the imertant
spatial implication that it often favour$ _regiQn5 or
localities that are already advantagegin.term$ of pqtehtial
accessibility, availability of a highly pn§ined graduata
labour force, plus many other sources of economies of scale.

In the case of Ireland the experience over pﬁe 1?&9& Was
one of deepening economic recession up tm.ahqqt‘;98? coupled
Wwith  an increasing integratigh intp the ‘_glmbal,gnd
particularly European, economy . The mep;ped_affactﬁ of,zqm
the .one hand, extremely high levels. of unemployment and
'amigration and a very large}burQen.of.pgb;ip debt’and, Qn_th@
other hand, a realisation of the ggr;ously:undard&yelmped
position of Ireland in relation to other‘ragiomﬁ‘oflth@ EC
(ohly five, others of 160 Level I hegionslwar@ rahquilpw@r
than the Republic of Ireland in the mid 19803) have raesulted
in a concentration on the dynamics of growth{}&ith_liptle
reference to redistribution in recent attempts ﬁﬁ_agonomic
planning.  One outcoms from the a@optimn mfv ﬁh?&_vnarrow
p@rspactivé has been a. neglect of the regional aspects of
development within the state.

This paper éQh&ider$ briefly thajuimpliggtions of phaém

trends by examining the regional dimension of recent internal

10

migration . in Ireland..8incethe eanly 1980s  thers-have been
fraguant. expressions, of .goncern oven the scale of emigration.
Internal migration has-been largely neglected. The. increasing
movement between counties . so that by the mid 1980s there were
only about 32000 such moves. over a period of twelve months
compared with almost 48000 for 1980-81. Mowever, the average
annual volume of inter-county migration for 1987 and 1988 was
37000  which was . roughly . equivalent to  the annual net
emigation total . for -these vyears. Table 1 summarises = the
trends in the absolute levels of net inter-regional migration
over the last two decades. The most striking features here
are the dacline ianetlmigrgpiqn_into the East region in the
1980s, and the yerytsignificgntﬁchanga in the Southeast from
having the highest net out-migration in 1980-81 to being the
only region apart. from. the East to experience net in-
migration over the period 1983-88.  Also noteworthy is the
change from a net out-migration of 826_from_the_w65t_in‘%Qggf
81 to a:zaro_balgnce.over_tha periqulgszmaa. Contrast}hg
trends are éVidenF;er;FhB,MiQE%nd? and Northwest regions
with the former showing a. stpady decline in net out-
migration. The net in-migration recorded. for the Midwest
region in ;9897811Wa§,9193f1Y a temporafy.phenomanon wb;ch
was pgrt}y_:rglatad‘ to_.thgg cqngtruction phase of a_‘major
alumina plant on the Shannon estuary that resulted in an in-
migfa;ion_gf;hundrer&pf‘sKilleq workers._Thus‘ip:Qverall
terms while the .absolute level ‘Qf net inter-regiongl
migration in the.1983~88 period was not much less than in the

@arly 1970s its geography was substantially changed.




AR the”e&ﬁf?319803ﬁ,\ﬂi983+l$5503qtﬁemgﬁwésgﬁ\uép@ﬂ@jﬁlﬁim
SLENIficaht ‘decling 1R migdation (%o BT P8 A Tevel BE
“About’ 8200 per annlu. (See ‘tabld 2¥7-Thig was Mot 1 fkely
due to' ‘the ‘econoniie recession and the Introdudticn of riew:
technologies into offices which reduced the demand for new
staff in both the private and public sectors of the
economy.  The impact of & government embargo on recruitment
of new staff in publio'services area muet have‘had‘&“
barticularly significant impactTupdn'migration of young
pereons, especially females, from vural parts of the state.
‘The economic recession also affedtéd'the.fesidential” e
property market'reSulting in a reduced volums of migration
between Dublin and its sufroundiﬁg"OOuntiés}"Outlﬁigféﬁioh:
from Dublin was reduced but to a“iééééf'extéﬁt.' The
évidence eince 1986 suggests that' there hae beén a veturn -
to an upward trend in migration'iﬁto'Dﬁbliﬁ'wﬁile the
downward trend for cut-migration has continted. Over the
period 1986-88 there has besh an annual net in-migration of
over 3200 which is almost as high as the figure for the = ¢
early’ 1970°5. Clesrly a‘coﬁtiﬁtatiOn of this trend would =
have important regional impiications which aré discussed in
the remainder of the paper. |
The mOStﬁimpé%taht geééréphiédl”éﬁaraéﬁériStfé'6f'  R

internal mobility in Ireiéndwis'tﬁélprimaéy‘of the East
régiOn,‘éna'ih:particﬁlar'DuBlih“bity and“ééuﬁtyfibbth as a
destinatidn:faééaﬁd‘éfigntOf infér—couﬁtﬁrmigfafibn;“ Thé”h*
iﬁbact'bn pdpﬁlaéibn distribﬁfion can be gauged from the '

R . H T T
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fact that in the sarly LSBO‘a‘the~volume of in-migration . to
Dublin was approximately equal to the natural incresse of
the population, while in Kildare, Meath and Wicklow in-— .-
migration greatly exceeded the natural increase. At the

same time out-migration to other counties greatly. exceeded

- the natural increase in the populations of many rural

counties. . Government concern. over the uneven pattern of
popualation change was expressed. in:a lengthy review

tatement on regional policy in 1972 which identified as . an

U

objective for an overall regional strategy the minimisation
of "population dislocation. through internal migra?ion,”
Specifically it proposed that over the period up to the
esrly 19807¢ the development of Dublin should "be such as
Lo accomodate the natural increase of ite existing ..
population” and that eight regional centres should be
expanded in order to "counter regional imbalance by

...... rroviding elsewhere some of the gqualities whioch make
Dublin so attractive a centre for population and -
employment . ‘Over_therinterﬁening pericd of almost  two
decades there has been very little by way of further
elaboration on the objectives of regiocnal policy..  in o
statement issued by the government in February 1987 ..
outlining its response. to a controversial longterm:
settlement strategy proposal for the. East region it was
noted that there was a need for a review of regional policy
and that a "fundamental objective of such a review would be
to provide support for the development of. regions outeide
Dublin and to.stem  the growth of the Dublin ares'.
btatements issued by government spokepersons over the last

two yvearse have been mostly concerned with the application:

13



for and proposed use of Structulal Funds from the European
Community. There has been a noticeable ommission from
these statements of any reference to imbalance within
Ireland, apart from some vague comments on the particular
probleme of Dublin and some rural areas. However, the
gpecific objectives set out in the 1972 government
statement have not been revoked and, therefore, it is
appropriate to consider to what extent the objectives in
relation to internal migration have been realised.
Clearly, the growth of the population of Dublin and the
East region has not been confined to its natural increasse.
However, it must be acknowledged that some rrogress was

made in the 18970°s in reducing the share of total inter-—

county migration which is directed towards the East region,.

Over that decade the share total migration to Dublin
decreased from 40% to 36.7%. In 1971 the volume of
migration into the eight growth centres was . approximately
three-gquarters of that to Dublin while by 1981 the number
of people movingg to the centres equalled those going to
Dublin. However, the data for recent vears indicate that
these trends have been reversed, with 42.6% of migrants
from other parts of the state moving to Dublin over the
period 1986-1988. An important feature of the recent
upsurge in migration to the East region is an increase in
the proportion of graduates who remain in Ireland and
obtain employment in and arcund Dublin. Over the period
1973-82 some 56% of graduates obtained employment in the
East. By 1988 the proportion had increased to 81%. The
orientation towards the East is greatest for Commerce and

Artes and Social Science graduates with 78% and B9%

14

respectively finding employment in the Dubli“*mﬁtﬁﬂﬂémﬁﬁﬁﬁ: '
region, compared to GO0% and 65% fegpectivaly.for,nggﬁggﬁ§g§
graduates. Among the other regions there_is*cleamqfﬁﬁi ok
distinction between those which hae universities, (The. .y,
Southwest, West and Midwest), and the remaining four . ... -
regions which contain 30% of the population but provide . .,
employvment for only 11% of the 1888 graduates, (only 6% of
Commerce graduates).

These trends reflect the on-going adjustment in the .
labour force which has resulted in meost of the rescent
growth in employment being confined to producer services. .
Irn the absernice of a locational policy with respect to these

-,

ervices there are strong tendencies towards concentratlon

n

in the largest urban centres. There is, therefore, o cl2ar
need for a national settlement strategy which would be

ompanied by effeétive measures to assist the development

by
a
Q

of key centres outeide of Dublin.

After the primacy of Dublin in the migration patterns the
second most important characteristic is the very high level
ot relativity short distance migration which takeeg place
between county Dublin and the three surrounding counties.
Much of this movement is related to residential mobllity.
The obvious implication of these patterns is that the four
counties, either entirely or in part, should constitute a
single region for physical, social and economic planning
snd that there should be one authority to coordinate the
sdministrative functions within the regien. In this
context there have been a number of distresesing
developments over the past two and a half vears.

Commencing in September 1987 the Regional Development . .

15



Organisations which had been established in the late 1960°s
to'ﬁrdVide a couordinating.and long term advisory service
in regidnal rlanning were summarily abolished. Shortly
afterwards the -Minister of State for European Affairs’
announced that the government intended to draw up -
programmesg which would be eligible for‘EC-fundingfand"that
“the Dublin area......would be one of the areas for.the -
initial set of programmes" The hint that Dublin city and
county 'would be treated separately from the surrounding
counties was confirmed in: Auvgust 1988 when the Minister for
Finance announced that the ¢ountry wae beilng divided iinto
seven regions as part of the preparation of the National -
Plan and that one of these would be the Greater Dublin Ares
defined only as the city and county. Counties Meath, - |
Kildare;and-Wicklow which were formerly part of the Rast:
'regioﬁ were placed in a redefined Midlands region.. These
decisliones have resulted in a very unsatisfactory carving up
-af Ireland s largest and most complex-functional-regi@n-and
removed from the planning arena an agency . whosa role it
waa to take & long term perspective on various aspEcbs of

development .
CONCLUSION

Over recent years the migration debate has focused - . .-
largely on the scale of net emmigration. ' Very little
attention has been given to patterns of internal migration.
The numbePS‘involvéd-in'inter—oountﬁ migration: are quite
large and they represent a well defined segment of the

population. The patterns being established in recent years

16

seen to be at variasnce with the experience of the 19707z

and, theretfore, have particularly important regional policy

implications.

Unlike the early 1970°s, when policy

objectives were stated in relation to curbing the extent to

which inter—county migration was focused on DPublin the

trends established in recent times have not evolved any

response from those concerped with the formulation of

national policy objectives., This situation must be changed

of economic and social development in the 197078 is not to

become more spatially polarised.

Table 1°

Table2

~NET - INTER-REGIONAL MIGRATION FLOWS-

1983-88%

Region 1970-71 .1980-81
East = . . . 44633 . +4713 : +2800
Southwest - 158 : - 814 - 400 .
Southeast... = .- 884 . . ~1162 + 400 -
Northeast - 413 - 752 - 500
.Midwest -~ ... . — 689 S T4 284, . - 900
Midlands ~1160 ~ 830 - 750
. West . .~ 766... . . . - 826 - 000 -
Northwest/Donega] - 593 - 613 ~ 800
Total migration'- 25,511 35262 24300

* annual average estimates .based on Labour Force Surveys.

INTER-COUNTY MIGRATION TO and FROM DUBLIN CITY and COUNTY

In-migration Out-migration Net migration -
;970—71 - 10559 7266
1980-81 135627 10523
1983~85% 8200 8400
1986-88% 9700 6500

_._.............—..-—_——q-..-—.—-u
U q...__...,...._...-m.»-.-.-——.-..-.--—_—.-w--.-n-o-.-------..-o.-------— L

* annua1 average based on L.abour Force Surveys.
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“Ireland an Industprial Dump in the 1990 s"
Patrick Cleary S s

‘Az the 20th century moves‘intﬁ’ité”léétrdécade} Ireland in
terme of industrial 8Xpansion i a reélative newcomer. To a
large extent we have'avOidéd leéVing the kind of legacy that
is quite often associated with Bopal, Seveso, Cubatao, or
Chernobyl, This article locks briefly at some of these eo
called ”industrial‘écéidents“, and asks could the same happen
in Ireland with the present nature of our industrial
expansion. We continue to read the reports of the awesome
destructive power and loss of human life at the Chernobyl
Nuclear Power Station.. It has finally ended the olaim by the
Nuclear,lndustry that nuclear plants could not blow up.
Within the industry they feel the likelihood of a core
meltdoﬁn is 80 remote that it is not given any rriority in
the plént designing stage. The only study of & meltdown
gituation was a secret one called WASH-740 rrepared by the
t1.5. Atomic Commission in 1965, The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission now considers thisg study ourstated and exsggerated
~in its findings. ‘The truth is that nobody knows what the
outecome of A meltdown would be, except rossibly the Russians=,
and so far they have not given detailed accounts of the
accident.. Yet the hazards, horrific and longterm though they
may be of a nlclear accident, are not the only causes for
' éon¢é¥n ih;pheiindustrial field. Other industries,

paftibﬁlarly'the chemical industry have encrmous scope for

18

destruction both to humankind and to the enuironmentwwﬂgh@ﬁﬁi[

s Cassocisted! with.this
have been numerous so called mccidents "associated Wby his,

industry in the recent past. With the prospect of the. o erae
poe] ) E

expansion of the chemical industry in Ireland we need toq i
remind ourselves of past experiences in this industry to .. .

ensure we do not repeat mistakes made by other countries and .
governments. In the village of Beveso, near Milan.and S
accident cccurred at the Icmega Chemical Plant on July 1y,
1976. An . accidental by product of the procese was a highly . .
toxic dioxin called Tetrachlorodibenzo -p- Dioxin or TCDRD. A
pressure build-up cocourred in the process resulting in a
release into the atmosphere of a vapour cloud. Thosze who
lived in the immediate ares were evacuated. Pregnant women

who were affected were advisged to have asbortions, the

chemical was known to produce malformations on fetuses. ALl
crope and animals were destroved within a five mile radius
and now ten vears later the incidence of abnormalities at
birth is the highest in Burocpe. Confidence in the technology
for minimising the risk of such incidents was sgain
undermined in December 1984 in India. A massive escape of
the poigin gas Methyl Isovanate from a pesticide
manufacturing plant at Bhopal cccurred. Withia one weel 2500
people living near the plant had died. Thousands of others
have died since and it is estimated that 100,000 will suffer
some acute medical condition. many will be left permsnently
blind. In November of the same vear a liguid gas explesion
occurred in a suburb of Mexico Cityv, four hundred and fifty-
twe people were killed and 5000 others were indured. Put it

is the storv of Cubatsc sgituated at the foot of the rich Sao ..

i i ic 1t & 5 B8 & indictment of how:
Paulo plains in Brezil which stands zs an i
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local greed, multinatibnglhiﬂdﬁfﬁéﬁence ind - & lack of

government contrﬁlﬁj!nn@g@wﬁaxrghould‘have been a success

story inﬁb/aphﬁgﬁﬁmgﬁg{wﬁThiétyfyears-ago,'Cubatao was an
industriéiiétﬁdkéﬁﬁﬂkaounﬁlesaigovernment-grants'available,
plentifulslipply of ‘cheap, ununionised labour and few if any
planning restrictions. ' However the industrialist dream of

thirty yeéars sgo has been transformed into a modern day

disaster zone. There are now 23 industries there emitting 75

pollutants (how many unknown 77),' from toxic ammonia and

deadly phosphate dust of the' fertiliser plants to the red

oxide which tinte the air of tho:steel foundry. Many will say

it could not happen here. - Yet who would have the courage to

88y no, knowing an industry could be potentially dangerous,
estecially if that company had the potential ‘to employ 500 to

1000 people. " Would local politicians? Would TD's? Would a ..

government with its back to the ‘wall? In Cubatao, respiratory
ille now account for T0% of the hospital admissions and -
independent studies have shown that the air exceeds by three .
times the normal levels of'poliution-aooeptable to humans.
Chil&ren are among the hostgaffected?éategory; " However: the «
most alarming statistic is that spontarieous abortions since::
thé'initiation‘of industPial developmeént “there represent
approximately half the current population 'of Cubatac. Many -
children who do not reach birth are deformed; many othsrs die
from unknown diseases within the first year 'of their lives.
In the local cemétary there is no room left for the ever -
growing numbers' of dead recple.  The dead hre*now-buried-oﬁe=
on top of ancther in concrete like shélves,IWith one section :
of the éemetary-reserved‘fdr babiss. Cubstao had its very ‘own

"industrisl accident”on the 26th Februsary 1984. The pipes '
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which bore the peTrol from the rptlnpry thruuph the toww
burq? Wlth the Pnuu1ng e plowlnn JUU PPupJP ﬁég“hg:ﬁgslig
: . : T i __”,!‘:'7 eael
dﬂdth in thelr homes:' YPt the plpew apre uflll dbuVH grn;nd ’
R TRt
the company is still in production thlng bpen tln@d thH S

ty

of $13,000. FHor the pﬁoplp wha live and work there the
WS SR R 3

induaﬁfies‘ét Jubdtmu are stlll chur nlng out thPlr pﬁl&uuﬂ_
Yétnthéée'ﬁéople héve ]ltth Optlon, thPlP other ﬁ;tl;r t,
tantory work is'poverty and starvatlon ror thelr tamzllea.'

Cubat&d'neéd never turned sour it gradual expansion and
cbrrect planning had been adhered to. Instead as is the case

et

with mahyfoflour great schievements, power, greead and

ignorance took over. Brazil mav seem a 1Qng way from
Ifeléhd,'hbwévér in terms oi Lhe nature of our recent
. ' .

induétriai‘expansion we mhar@ murh in commun [reiand

:‘h

repreéents'an attractive locational zite fQP LarEme

multinaticnal chemical companies. We too have a large
ununionised labour'fmroe. high }evelﬁ of unﬁmp}mvmﬁnt ayd
tdfe dEPnClbu onlv too w1l}ing tu d%%’ot W]th dl1 Wariner ot

' e ' ’.-‘.;,
halp irom trd3n1ng to ilnance in w9+t1ng uy {'hus we wust e
Bver vigilantkfm BNSUTE that we do not become & haven Tor
envirdﬁMentally and scclially untfriendly industries,

industries whose banefits to our economy are limited but whe
rather increase the wealth of the already developsd countries

at our expense. The time for action i now i1f we are Lo

Q]
0]
(v}
jos
3
Iyt
"_11
-

and healthy environment for future generations.

P
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Economic and Political rather than Environmental Factore are

the Principal Ceueee of Inadequate Food Supplies in ﬂfrloa
Declan Braeeil— 1st Arts

Generalizing about 8, continent ee vast as Africa ias, to eay

the leaet treading on ehaky ground We can say however that

i

the majority of African natione have a problem with o
inadequate food eupply.. It is the purpoee of thie eeeay toi_
set out and bring into fooue the major ceusee of thle modern_
day hollocaust The problem ie ﬁommonly perceived with
1ncreduloue myopla and a funnel vieion as belng purely a

tragedy caused by environmental fectore.} It le not my 1ntent
to bring bring to light the ineffable proportlone of thle
tragedy but to alert the reader to politlcal and economlo
implications which are an integral part of the problem Thle
ig not to eey however that environmentel faetore have not
played &% 1mportant part they have, but ultimately it has |
been politloal dnd economic faotors The aim ef their eeeay.

is to p01nt out both polltioal and ecenomlcal and

env1ronmental probleme and hopefully diepel the heze whleh

BEN

ehroude the true probleme

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS
The.principle cause of hunger in Africa is commonly believed
to be environmental conditions caused by drought, which

inevitably leads to crop failure and starvation. Famine is
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defined as human beings being deprived of tood in LAY
numbers and suffeving. Drought is lack of rainfall. Aas
Lofechie drguee tfdrmdr 19H8), the llﬂ ge.ierlﬁtw?deced wher
political end economic Iaqtprgfgome;lntd pley,; Heeﬁeinte ont
that African feod production was in a bad state betore ebe
geéinﬁiﬁg_ef £hé slimatic pruh)ﬁmf: fmee inadequaeg'enly:'
reachlng.eoneiderable_prepertiene in the lQSU’e,'melnutritiem
only being endemielelnce the 19607 &, Lofehie:alee putes
forward {Farmar.lgﬂazgﬁ) that. ifﬁtﬁe drought is the
explanation whv hae it not atffected ewp)rt \rup o the Same

xtent as ood roqu And why atbe therc jond shortages as
" Pel)

ED

il

severs in areas where droughf hae:let beenﬁe majer prob Lemy
The answers ere political and economlc. Dfought i & probleo.
but not the only environmental problem with considersahle
impact. As Basawas reports (1979:128) an average 50% of
African crops are destroved annuallyv in storage duse 1o
environmental factors, reaching 40%-50% in tropical Alrice.
-

) - teh 1t vackled sucesstuliv
This is one environmental factor which if tackied suce

i Pnputs o amatiocal ly
through political and economic inputs could dfdmdtl"a;i_

R ' B * _ : . , . . L ° 1 ..-.i-.,’_ -.:L-.‘. 913.:‘:?.;
improve theifoodfehovtage. Uther~envlronmeLtdl : _tuxfl,

}1!

5 climatéieﬁd‘SOil dlfierene _. iha ﬁléytﬁgﬁﬁft i“:ﬁh?
continuiﬁglfeﬁine but epﬁCQ dpe?;ﬁﬁt Pérmit me to elaborsne
on theoe p\‘) inte . | Sufficfi'hf to eav ' T“h&t- é‘-i’_’) L deteriors 't'.i T
partly a result of the minimal rerfilluer and Techroiogioai
inputs wh1<h the preeent.ioed-prﬂduelng population are so

LT 111, he either hy
badly 1n_need ot lhese.hayen t, lren eu;p]lel ithe 'f

R o o Ny
their former colonial autocrats or preuent ﬂkvex“mea

e

SRR T Fointube gOing bo dyms A R afeducere
instead theimaiority of 1nyut5,EG%“g—t” eXpOT "r’l,lg

which are ellviblantationa held by foreign interests.
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MAIN ST,
MAYNOOTH

Hot Bread — Coffee Shop
- Maijn Street, Maynooth

Open Daily 8.30-6.30 p.m. -
Late Opening: Thursday & Friday

All Our B}ééd and C‘onfecrionerir
. Baked Fresh Daily on the Premises -
Phone 285621 '

COLONIZATION

Be%éféﬁeﬁbabking oﬁ:éﬁ'ihépection 6fythé ﬁoiitica]_éﬁ&
eébndmical‘éspebts'df:thé fbbd ahmrtégé a'shurﬁlhiétérﬁrmf“
these asﬁééﬁé’i% reQﬁi;éd'aé'auﬁabkgroundlio the pfeéinﬁ‘dﬁﬁl
aituvation asréolbﬁial rﬁie Has'had a'drématic iﬁpactlon thé
structuré‘ofgthe'Afri&ah‘ebonomy today . Coiéniea existed for
oné méiﬁ purpose éhd'that'ﬁaé”fhé'pfdﬁiaibnraf.wealth:fofltﬁé
mmthebiébﬁntfy: 'Aé'ﬁiékenéoﬁ fightiy'ééid'f1§83:30} Europe
provided the‘fiﬁahcialﬂanﬂ {hduStfiai skilié‘while Africs
supplied the'léboufiaﬁd'faw materials. Thé motives tor
colopization accdrding to Gann (World Bosk 1981654 were 1o
expand industry. Africa‘pfoﬁiééd‘alédurcé of'faw‘materia}e‘
markets for goodﬁ,-aources of goods for exrort to the mother
country and oppof%&niﬁiés fﬁfwiﬂﬁestﬁenﬁ;’Tﬂltimateiv, Europe

moulded Africa to fit its own economic needs. In the eariy

twentleth century interest arose in the Aagricultursi sect o
with new lével use and tenure introdvuced. The best tand went

to the Eiropeans while the poor land, mairily in the margins !

areas waslﬁVEFCPowaed Qiiﬁ'péééntsf Dickenson 19685:51)
Export orientated agriculture wéé:éeVerel§ exploited with “pe
prbfits depdeited in Eurdbe.fér déveibpmeht. Acéofdinﬁ b
Franhke (1980:71!'£he:Africana?WEPé‘coerced:into cash croﬁﬁiﬁﬁ
by penal tax schémea'suoﬁ\ﬁé poti tax and head‘tax to force
peaanﬁa:to!pfbduce"fOr fbreiéﬁ\mhfkétg..ﬁy 1985“ali Afriean
states were heédingitowaﬁdé pelf goverﬂm&nt With the
exception of ﬁhe'62£femelsoﬁth. it is éiéar that géibniéi
Africa in the 1940°s and 19507« was moving very quickly dway

from the st&énéﬁion of the previoué Bo'yéafs.” The?-étiil'had
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a long way to go. African economies were gtill far teoo
dependent on the export of only a few majcer primary products.
Natural incomes per head, so far as they could be calculated,
in territories where most people were still producing mainly
for substinence were still very low by Huropean standards if
not by those of some Asian countries (Qliver 1962:225)
Colonization brought developrment to Africa but it severely
exploited it and in many cases it actuslly lowered the
standard of living by pushing the natives off the good land
and imposing tskes. Africa was brought under the peolitical
and economic control of Eurcpe and borders drawn
indiscriminately. The natives were given very little formal
training and left economically and politically unable to

govern their nations. (See figure 1.1}

POLITICAL AND ECONOMICAL FACTCRS

Generalisations about the political and economic state of
Africa may be made on a continental scale and still possess
some validity. Africa with the exception of the Kepublic to
South Africs has a low state of economic development. As
Hanse states (1964:4) the main activity is extractive, energy
production and manufacturing being very underdeveloped. The
intrastructure is grossly inadequate althcocugh marked
improvements have been made since World War I1. This further

ceentuates the problem of economic development and 1t is

o

noticeable that the aress best served by the African
intrastructure are the areas concerned with export cash
crops. Central to the political analysis of the problem of

African hunger 18 the dualistic structure of Africa’s
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agricultural eccnomies. This refers to one in which thers
is & conspicious division between large scale, relatively
capital intensive production of a narrow range of expdpt ™
crops, and a labour intensive pesant sector which provides”
the bulk of the populations food requirements (Farmar
1983:98). This leads to what Lofchie means that one or more

crops which are being exported is a basi

0

tocod item which
could bhe consumed locally. Export crops such as coffee and”
peanuts have let to Africa’s continucus economic dependence
on Europe ancd the West. it is apparent that politicsal
support for thieg policy is remniscent of the policies of
colonial governments., emphasise being placed on export crop
rroducing plantations. As Lofchie reports (Farmar 19855- 100
expoert concerns are allcoccated the best arrable lands and
benefit from most government support, peasante with litole
technology receiving little support. It is obvicus from this
that domestic consumption has suffered, export earaings being
reaped at the expense of the impoverished peasants. (See
figure 1.72' Lofchie argues (Farmar 1983:104% that African
regimes have maintained a low price level for ftood crops in
order to convert the labour for export crop production but we
must consider Hanses point (1884:26) that dependency upon a
limited number of export commodities makes the econcomy
exceedingly vulnerable to fluctuation in the prices and the
sizes of markete which are largely bevand its control.
Therefore I believe thsat not al]l the blame in this respect

should be placed on the African political regimes. Such a one

-

product dependency creates many problems. it can create
difficulties in obtaining an efficient, effective labour

force, cause sericus unemplovment and can =ven lead to
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political unrest. It can also lead to soil Deterioration,
insect and disease damage and worst. of all from Africa’s .

perspective malnutrition and starvation.
CONCLUSION

I have tried in the short space alloited.po highlight the.
main political, economic and environmental. factors which have
been directly responsible £d-$éhé_éktént_fon the:iﬁadequacy
of the African food 5upply737Environmental,problemS-which i
dealt with include drought, storage and soil deterioration. I
have alsc pointed out that the new Independent African .
regiméé have shown political supprort for policies such as
export cash cropping that had been an integral psart of the.
colonial system,“_In,thiajqontext”agricultural‘dualismjand
~the agrarian.paﬁadoﬁ'ébé iﬁpbftaﬁ£ ¢bﬁoé§ts which I  have
considered. . Such policies,héve'alpp‘tqhanswer for.in
relation to the African. food shortage. It cannot be argued
however that environmental factors do not.share the blame,
‘but in retrospective it must be admitted that the problem of
.. an }nadeqﬁate,food supﬁly has been grossly acceuntated. and

exaserbated by political regimes and their economic policies.

J. BARRY

Newsagent V—VIConIc_'cll'Onff-'fY - 'T°b¢‘$°ﬂi’?

. .

Large Selection of Jewstiary, . CIE TICKETS ® - Hours of Susiness -
School ttems FORSALE  630sm - 9.00pm Weekdays

m-.mm.-_-emw-g L . ® 7.30sm. ~7.00pm. Sundays

Selection of Lighters
MAIN STREET, MAYNOOTH -CO: KILDARE. I A
. Telephone: 286304
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Fig. 1.1 The partition of Africa
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Figure 19 Africa in the twentieth century. By 1970 few colonies or protectorates
remain, The following abbreviations are used: [ Dahomey, G Ghana,
L Liberia, M Malawi, § Senegal, SL Sierra Leone, SP Spanish Sahara,
T Tunitia, UG Ugznda
Where applicable, the same shading as for Figure 18 has been used

"Colonization

01;ver.AmﬁgbghaphlgglmStgdy_gi_&iyiga

29

and Partition”

Cpe 1UH.



Table 4. Main exporis of Africa and tropical Afvica, 1961

Afvica Tropical Affica "The French Connection” '~ 'Elsiné Kelly - 3rd Arts
Pecent of - Cumulative - . Pecentof  Cumulativ : : L o _ o
Rank Commodity total value . totals 1 Commadity” - toial vale " totals | .
¢ Gold : che3 . i iCopper . . 138 :
g2 Copper R _!7.3_ (Cocoa__ : 24.6 _ . K S ) . . : 4 .
3 Cotton 230 cesa 0 (Coffee | S 98T T 339 March 30th 1980 is imprinted in the memories or 53 of the
4 Cocoa - T 30.5 - -+ :Peanutproducts - - 7.2 7.0 4L D : o _
5 Coffee - 47 -.352 - | Cotton - .o L0700 - 484 most "dedicated” geography students this collége will sver
6  Petroleum 7 4.7 . 399 'L°3’_ and lumber 435 : 52.6 T ' . . '
7 - Peanutproducts -~ . 40 - 439 ; Palmproducts. .~":% 4.4 - 570 produce!!! Anticipation hung over the coach as we listened
8 Diamonds ‘3.8 47.7 ; ;Dlan;pqqs_, RN 4.2 ' gr.e _ : :
9 Wine D 1 50.8 . Tobaceo " ... 33 * 545 , : ame bei Rele he lis ; &
10 Logsand lumber . 23 - 531 _ ;sugbar SR 2.9 : g;_‘, _ to name after name being 1nclude_vd to the list of those
y - Lo e’ . + . IRu_bef . S 2.0 ! '4 ' I3 " . 1 o A
:;. :i:Pmmgu ' 137: ' g?i . iSisal 1.9 713 seeking "women, wine, and song” on the shores of France.
13 Tobacco L9 5g.1 ‘ ! Gold R 1.6 729 : : ‘
14 Atomic materials 1.6 60.7 Iron ore 1.4 74-3
15 Fish and products = - 1.5 © Ga.2 . Petroleum . ha 75.5 : . o . o
16 Phosphates 1.5 63.7 . 1 Tea . nn - 766 The boat provided enlightenment for many of the fenale
17 Citrus fruit- b4 -~ 651 + . Tin _ L o117 § . . L _— .
18 Ironore | .. L4 665 . ;Banamag - o O 78.7 demographic population on the tour - 31 females to ¥ males.
19 Hides and skins L2 67.7 i Hides and skins el 79.6 | _ ;
20 Com = . - 887 . - Alumina : ;If_f,9§;J”_‘8°4 Some of our male party got carried asway in the expectations
Source: Compiled from national trade statistics. . " - ‘ _ . , _
* See notes at end of Table 3. : a , of a heatwave, deeming to he hovering in a high pressure in 3an Malo.
Fig. 1.2  The Geographv: of Modern Africa | . | -
K I BRI R o France is an eXcellent country for those who wish to lose &
~William A. Hance pg 28 St : . |
R VoL e e ; ' little weight. Food proved to be 5 total disaster. The
"French cuidine we all anticipated , turned out to consist
predominantly of bread and water. One poor student was
' T s unable to wear the clothes she had arrived in., at the end of
INDICES OF FOOD PRODUCTION PER CAPITA
1961-65=100

the trip.

l30lil'l|l|ll|'l11f]ll[([llil

—— Sub~Saharan Africe’
120 p= .- Latin America .- o
--=~South Asia® e "

Pleine Fougaires provided little excitément for b3 funloving.

wine seeking studente - lights out at 9:00pm and rubs closed

on & Saturday night. Smelling the sweet aroma of winé, 53

studente, walked, and, walked and waiked, Nine kilometers
'Excludes South Africa

80

PERCENT OF 1961-65 AVERAGE

" Zncludes Atghanistan, Bangladesh, india, Nepal, Pakistan and | later reached a bistro - 40p a glass of wine - a haven for
SriL.anka ) .
oL L N S IO VAR N [ TN N TN W Y N 1 | S T W
1960 65 70 75 .80 as*

: YEAR
*1985-Preliminary Data )

Fig. 1.3 This highlights the declining productivity of the pesant food

producing porulation. Drought and Hunger in Africa Michael H. Glantz

re 88
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us. Eight am the following morning found seven of phose

students still attempting to find the way back.....

Sunday night woke the sleepy town of Plgine Fougaires to the

sound. of bagpipes and Irish.dancing - drink flowed freely to

such 5n_éxtent that four hours'latér the ﬁﬁb ran dry - no

alcohol - time for us to leave,

The graveyard in Normandy ?rovidedimany‘depressing moments -
gtaring at 9936 white crossés of heroic American casualties
of World War II. However this was quickly relieved by member
of the tour who believed he was a dcg;'qocking_his leg and

wagging his tail.

One student wes "plastered'in Caen - literally. Anticipation

of food and the night thatsproved‘to bhe tQQ mgch,forjher and‘l‘“

down she went - step by step to the very bottom of a steep

stalrcase . Wine and clgarettes flowed freely that night -

unfortuﬁately.

Yanick, ouyr busdriver brought us on a tour of Paris by night,
displaying'especiallﬁ La,Mqulin_Rouge whigh,left Qgp:male.
counterparts displaying depravity as they attempted to

disembark from the bus.

The journey_hqme‘w38 ﬁhaeen by_the,majority_of students who
glept from'arrival on the bus on Thursday morning until
reaching the shores of Reosslare once agéin. The melodrama of
home proved to be too much for two students who promptly

collapsed into depression.
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France 1990 is a 'trip to remember, never to. . be forgotten,
especially by our two lecturers, not to mention the now 53

connosiours of French wine. Viva La France!

| . MAYNOOTH UNIVERSITY BOOKSHOP
St. Patrick’'s College, Maynooth, County Kildare, Ireland
Telephone: (01) 286261 285222 Ext. 224 '

‘STOCKED WITH UNIVESITY TEXTS,
ENGLISH, GERMAN, FRENCH, IRISH, PHILOSOPHY,
- SOCIOLOGY, SCIENCE, EDUCATION, ECONCMICS,: i
HISTORY, GEOGRAPHMY, RELIGION,
: AND A WIDE SELECTION OF -
STATIONERY, COMPUTER DISKETTES AND TAPES,
OVERHEAD PROJECTION MARKERS AND SHEETS.

33,




“Womer the Invisible Force in Geography" C ot (Geraldine

‘Coyle

Thie ‘paper looks at two reoent attempts to introduce
women'to-geography As the title euggeete women have
elweye been involved in geography, they like men play

;importent rolee through time and epaee Howeyer the

:ecedemio dieoipline‘ee such hae-failed te'fecegniee this or

;epgeeibly has eheeen to ignore women in geography Having
uleoked et whet we mean by gender differences, the first
eehtion of thie paper deals with how space ie organised
pertieulerly in urban environments to reflect our male
doﬁineted eocietﬁ. .Seeondly then 1 ?roﬁoserto look at how
Vthe presence of abeence of women 1in a particular area has
influenced industrial location in the recent past. This
has given rise to specific studies on women and their
influence on industrial loeatioﬁ These are only two
pertieuler areas where women and geography have met, there
,ere eeveral others if the marriage between women and
geegraphy is to be ﬁomplete | e

The human race is divided by sex, the biological
&ifferencee between somern and men. - These biologieai
differencee heve developed into gender differeneee,'thet
ie, socially created dietinotione between feminlnlty and
@eeoulinity,_end~it it theee gender differences whiqh have

given Juestification to the subordination of women. e”The
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concept of patriarchy has been used to explain why sex,; a
biological fact, became pgender. a =ccial phenomenon.
Patriarchy can be defined as a set of social relations
between men, which although hierarchical, establishes an
interdependence and solidarity between  them which allows
them to dominate women. Thus, although men of different
ages, races and classes occupy different places in the
ratriarchal pecking order, they are uriited because they
share a relationship of dominance over their women'.{(Women
and Geography Study Group of the IBG 1984, 26). Until
recently, women, as subjects, have been more or less
excluded from:-geographical analysis. Although there is a
general recognition that they exiet, few efforts have bheen
made Lo investigate the particular contributions they have
wmade. - Looking through a representative selection of
geography books it appears as if most of geography is
conecerned with "man”. The use of that term., despite claims
to the contrary, doeg portray humankind. as being male.
"Further, such language is more than a:bad habit. It is
symptomatic of far deeper levels of sloppy thinking”
{Massey, 1986, 15) Those institutions that express, or
seem to-express, a dominant male role are taken as
expressive of the whole order of society, while women are
asgumed to have no distinct role or to be in a state ot
continuous adjustment to this male dominated and male
determined order.. Whilt thie assumption may reflect
the,...... L ... truth at many times and in many places, it
by no means reflects the whole truth. Women occupy space
Just as much as men do, but there are differences between

male and female spatial behavior patterns. It is not
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enough to merely "add" women to existing types of neglected to analyse .the relationshit betwesen the . sl

geographical analyses without any alteration to the organisation of domestic:work and in the ftunctiendg df the

theoretical assumptions underlying these analyses. - It is . family ‘have been:part of  the spatial development. of thei.uw

necessary and productive to see women as both existing . in . < modern edby. - e e I e e s

the spatial world and at times congtituting a distinct “The industrial revolution involved a - transformation of.-

geographical force. the family froma joint productive -unit, in which future ..

In recent years it has been the task of a number of ‘workers, the children, were trained largely by their.. '

female geographers, like Monk, Hanson, Hayfond and those parents, to a reproductive unit ‘devoted: to caring for men

belonging to. the Women and Geography Study Group of the oy children whose work., or training for work, took place-

IBG, to portray the female aspect of humanity and to show . outside the hHome: in spdtially quite distinct and separate

that women do exist in the.spatiél world and that their . areas.’  This transformation of domestic labour was part of

location can and does have an effect on the shaping of this a process of change in all work, and any proper

world. understanding of the growth of our present capitalist city
In relation to urban spatial structure, the Women and : muast include an understanding of the role of domestic work.

Geography Group of the IBG (1984) have shown that during - Howmebased care for children and elderly relatives is

the last one hundred and fifty years there have been major e still primarily a femals responsibility, and by confining

changes in the land use structure of most of the world s women to the home for several hours of the day. these

cities, in the location and organisation of paid work,: in duties reinforce the allocation of other domestic. tasks Lo

women’ s participation in the labour force and in thelr

women. - The demands of ‘such caré. creates s=o many.
domestic work., The revolutionary transformation of - land . difficulties: of scheduling their activities both in time-
use that took place in industrialising weetern citiee is a © and space that few women are able:to combine wages work and
familiar theme of urban geographers. The rapid expansion. home responsibilities aatisféctorily, Women are-usuaslly
rban population, the growth of suburbs with distinctive confined to jobs within walking distance ‘or within a short

of u
clase charscterietics, the improvement of tranaport.,. the distance by public transport. This reliance on walking and

development of specialised shopping and service centres public transportetion spellsreduced mobility and

form the subject matter of most orban geography. courses, . conseguently spatially restricted access to job

Although one of the most obviougs features of these changes opportunities.

has been the growing SEPaPationﬂof‘homérlife from paid... ‘These problems 0of scheduling cannot be solves merely by

employment, geographers -have., in general, raid.only cursory ‘equal sharing of deomestic tasks -‘between men. and women - o

attention to the implications of this division.. They have. gince the present spatial and temporal organisation -of
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urban areas hinders thel-integvation of public.and private
activities [forswomen and men. Short-term improvements to
womeh‘suopportunitiésfcﬁuld-be made. by increasing, current
meague provision of state child care, homes for the elderly
and improvements in.the public transport networks. . In the
longer term, however, there is'a need to develop new and
better forms of socisl and spatial organisation, ineluding
better forms of commercial care that exist at present.
Possibilities which could be explored are ce-operative
housing, service units where socialised childeare and other
activities might be provided on & shared besis, and the
greater integration of housing for a wide range of age
groups and family types. ... .. . . .
: There 1s & need to attack the conventional geparation
between public and private space bhoth in theory and in -
practiéef ‘Women cannot improve their overall position in
society until their status both at home and -in the. labour
market ‘is altered, and this requires the breskdown of the
current social and spatisl division of labour and the .. .. .
- ereation of a new form of urban bullt environment.
Geographers can contribute to the creation of a new urban
environment: both. in theory. and in practics.. Until .
recently,  feminiet analyses have largely ignored bhe .
epatial component.of womeri s oppression. Geographers sre
in the unique position of being able to understand thisg:
spatial component, &ince without this understanding, one .
cannot hope to tackle this problem satisfactorily...
Furthermore,~geographer5~ocoupy;m&ny important positions in
sorlety where they are sble to direoﬁ-the necessary change.

As architects and planners, geograrhers must anaswer the.

38

questions of what size and type of buildings should by used
in child and elderly care, and where should these buildings
be located'in relation to other land uses.

While for many years geographical studies have taken the
epatial aspect of employment as their subject matter. it ig
only recently that the role women play has beén brought
into focus. Two of the most recent studies include those
conducted by the Women and Geography Group of the IBG
(1984} and Mclonagh (1987). The former focused on Britain
and the latter on Ireland.

In their study, the Women and Geography Group of the IBG

showed that the geographical location of women has had an

Cimpact on the locational decisions taken by industry in

Britain. Changes in the organisation and location of
industry have generated a demand for female.labour; But
these changes have also been made in response to, and have
heen shapéd‘by, the existence, and gpecific geographical
location, of female labour supplies. Without such female
labour reserves the organisation and relecation of industry
may have been very. different. .. The particular location of
female labour reserves was in part a result of previous
patterns of industry and employment. In the north-east of
England and the west of Scotland, for example, the former
dominance of tfaditional_industries employing a
predominantly male workplace; the nature and;statuaudf‘

wmales employment which placed heavy demands on female

- domestic labour in the home; and the lack of alternative

enployment opportunities for. women, firmly entrenched a
strict division of labour bhetween men as waged workers and

women as housewives and mothers. Those were all important
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elements in producing large reserves of female labour in
the regions and in providing growth industries with .a new
gource of labhour. Moreover, it -was not only the numbers of
available women workers which attracted new investment, but
slec the type of female labour available. Many of these:
women -were married, ‘had no experience of working before and
were therefore considered to be a relisble, feagible and
high source of labour.

‘In the case of Ireland, it can be .argued, that regional
1labour reserves have .occupied a vital role in dndustrial
investmente and that the state has become increasingly
‘involved ‘in their creation. 'Government policy of
-attractinglmultinabidndl*inveStment*to%Iraland“hasJneauﬂted
in a regionsl change in:employment trends.

"In 1981 there was & ‘higher female cowmponent -in the

industrisl workforce in the West (27%) than 'in the 'Esst
(24%Y; in iMayo, ‘Skigo and ‘Donegal +the proportion-
iEXdeededyoneﬁthird. TBatweenﬁlngﬁal,%the-humber'of?fE*

';m&le,industﬁial:empidyeesigrew@in;therWestyby#ﬂB%,:and*

‘declined in 'the :E&st by “10%.  (Breathnach -1985, 190

TThiS!lafge_rélativé-incréaseiin:industvialtemplqyment.in
the ‘West can be contributed in no;smallameasure:to;the-
sbundant supply of ‘female lsbour in themé .remoter parts of
Ireland. 'Much of the employment was created by subsidaries
-of largerttrans-nationsl companies, particularly -American”
~and Japanese  companies. ‘Much.of :this 'is simply involved in
comp@nent;p&ft{prodﬁéﬁion‘With:inﬁer—cb?porate?trading;wﬁ-
Low levels of «8kill were reqﬁired-anﬂfthis!type=ofwwofkJia

considered to 'be particularly suited to female labour,
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younger females especially. The wage expectations of . .. .

females is generally, lower than tha@sgﬁwmﬁkeﬁa.@anamwhole

.variety of reasons. Thus the cheap, ununioniged. readily

avallable pools of female labour in the West .is very,
attractive!to.fqgg;gn opmpan;es, labgur being_aryery",
important component in the overall cost of.productiQn,‘h:_
Both of these studies have shown. that gender relations,
th&t,iﬁg:soqial relations between men and women, vary .
between different arsas of both countriss. Consequently. .
the nature of andﬂvapiation‘in,gepder_pg¥apions have been
integrally related to. the changes which have taken place in
the organisation of and location of industry and employment
The geography. of female employment also has sjgnificant
implications for new. patterns and forms of inequality in
Ireland and Britain, While the change in the gender
compos;tiqn,hagqugnha,natiqqal phepqmenontinllrelapd,
Scotland, Wales and England, it has heen accentuated in the

more underdeveloped region of Western Ireland. and .in the

_ather industrial areas of Scotland, Wales and the north of

England, Furthermore, this change in the gendeycomposition
has also meant.a change in the gender of thoss excluded.
from employment. Ihgjqatgpeﬁqfwwqpk,itgeli:has aleo
undergone a related trangformation.

It has heen increasingly recognised that the creation of
new jobs in 1ltself is not a sufflcient guarantee of future
ecopqmiq‘devg}ogmqnt‘in4depgggged_apegs,:ﬁIt may well be .
that the low skill and low wagglstpuctuga_of_maqy_Qf_tha.ﬁ
new jobe, done by women, in these regiones have perpetuatsd
or even gXacerbated existing patterns of ineguality.

Thelr creation has certainly altered the form of regional
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(i fpgy il of  CBridEes of ParlETiin s Fesnch G a0
part “the - product ‘of former ‘divisions of labbur bEtWESS | men “{To'be sung to the '&ir of  "Bridges of 'Parif’tin & Frénch

and women, &' specific ‘examination’ 6f" the ' ‘debaraphy of ',"} accent, accompanied by a 12-pigce’ orchestré: of Frenchi!is oo

female employméent should constitite a major part of ' ¢ . accordians, or to. save cost French fiddles, and s lone

regional éhél§Sié; S L T AT T DR :1_ indeoently—kilted Donegal bagpiper of the O Dochartaigh
There ‘is a necessity for & gendef perspective in e “clhn). Annotated with an authorised commentary oh evernts . o

geography sinde’ we' ‘cannot 'fully interpret himan behavigub' which may perforce baffls most non-members of the' French 90

unless we thke into account' &ll the”ébéietalfpét;érﬁgtaﬁdw - expedition.

structures WHiéﬁ“éxist.“Witﬁéuﬁ"aﬁ"ﬁﬁdéréﬁ&ndfngréf“fhé“‘ . : HHKIKRKRIAAKA A -

gender roles which undeﬁlié thé'wOEkihgsibf”éoé;éﬁﬁ;”wé;“5

cannot hope to present a ré&sbﬁableléﬂaiysiéidf“éhe‘Spati&l How would you like 'to' be - i

" g Py HENN H § _ A N . i . _; P ‘ o _‘..' .:! . I ) ‘(]‘_}
behavidur"of ‘humens.  If geographers include in their ‘ In Pleine-Fougeres Brittany,

1 - 3 bhiere
methodologies and analytical frameworks the' realistiC'!"“' When they’ve run out of Muscadet and-the bisrve

PRI TN ST R IV S : : folite?
involvement 'of womén in BOCiéty;‘thEy will ‘benefit frém ; And the street lights have no electricite
much more detsiled sxplanations within ‘their subject '~ * .. . 1. - Or would you rather be

L]

matter. - Over in Normandy
It is hobed that in the future the gender perspsctive in Knee-deep in open fields, villages grand, =
Eeoéfaphyfﬁill"ﬁot"fdéusféxélusivélynéh”Woﬁeﬁ;”néf”ﬁe”téken f Or wh??E Fhe Germans conbreted ‘the sand - o S & I B
“Holey by wometi. Thése'féﬁaié'gédéﬁaphérs'éﬁé”&dncefﬁé&' E : Fifty long years ago? e
with the structure of sccial and ‘spatial reldtiods that
contribute to:ineqhaliﬁitésndn'théﬁﬁaéié of gender., ' ! The bue left Maynooth &fter tesa -
- Consequently men too must be included 'if the anilysis: as’ | To head for Roselare and the sea®: =~ - '
oppréssors in éeftain'situétiaﬁs:*aé?apprQSéed“iﬂ others. The disco was fair, though the dancers were Bars
Gédéf&pﬁérs‘have"élsd'iéndrédfthe‘géndérfﬁaéis of male = ‘ And the bagpipes were shrieking “Ou est lingerie~?
bahaviour. ‘A truly gerider perspsctive this embraces thy ' ﬁ As Campbell and Turley McNeill

gender roles of women and men.
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A lecherous chorussing; trio. . .
Were leaping about like some lagerful louts
Making everyone seasick with bqtties of stout.

And no sleep till long after three

We hoofed\i&rinto Pontorson
And crossed the mighty Couseson ..

In search of a disco, or even a bistro .

With real food like burgers and gravy and chips - 80

Ite then that the tragedy struck-

Antoin fell right into a siuch

And we were all stuck there right out in, the sticks.
~Had to walk in the dark about 12 kilometres. . .. .

From La Madison disco to home

There was a fine hullaballoo

At B8.45 1711 tell you

Some shagger kept shakin me to.get on the bus =
But. I was asleep and said.whatfs_all the fus?
I woke up in Mont St Michel |

And near a big statue as well

To some guy who landed onn Canada”s shores
Before my great grandad and long before yours :

Then I dreamt I was back in Ireland.

We all went on etudes rurale

In polders round Dol de Bretagne

We interviewed gravediggers, cures and men

To see-if,the# knew theilr farm,sizes and when

The young people all went away

(i4d)

Liv)

(v)

S

(vi)

(vii)

And what they all did every' day :wweb s g aonrrabsb ey

-And what we found out ‘was that field tyibsiare Funm i

]
P

-When can we sign on the hext '‘one?sul Sraed iy

And when we all landed in Caen ~ - - | o .
Poor Vera was accident-prone -

She stepped near s stair'ahd'Was-WaIkihg”bn alr

-And was plastered in Paris, Le Hsavre snd Rosslare. -

Versailles was just like the Roost

Back home in Main Street Maynooth

With marble and mirrors and statues galore
Though its %QSQlQO for the ladies is superior

(to the holes in the ground back in France)

Le chauffeur s appelle Yannick

In Nérm&ndy he is unique

For driving and drinking and dancing le jig

And speaking:ze Frenck with ze accent Gallic. -
He tooksus“tQ‘Paria'by“nighti* g

Where Noel gave Colm a fright

JJe:suiSVperdU“ he &aid - .

"How about you — .-« o oo op

The bus has gone' clean out of sight"

And Maﬁygﬁnd Jane had a ball

As they‘r;iiﬁd down along the Pegalle

it looked =o ;htécing, though the burgers were pricey
And the bus would;%tg?top there at all”4%d&€ﬂ(3

And the front row'all§$§nsioned‘b6fore-

Went sleepless till long ;}%qs four.

~
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Had petit dejeunsr at the dawn ofithe.day i v :i. oie dode fon

And Slept bnﬁﬁhawbﬁaxpiii%bhawpenfumenxe;hw;&anoﬁ ETNIE R g
Woke them all with heads eyes .and £00L80TS . o v ww cnn ot
S0 1ts springtime in old gay Paree . - . . . .. ... ..

As we're walking the Champs Elysees . .

Sinead’s feeling frisky and so romantique. . T A oY
When a French gallant whispers. At

*Sﬁaﬁ-"ﬂey ma petite -

"How would you like to he G Fie

Down by the Seine with me

Underthe,bridgea QfJPariafwith‘you

I"1]1 make your dreams come. true" . .. . A

NOTES et e

(1) "Pleine-Fougeres" - a;smqll:town*onfthe:Normandy—
Brittany border where everyone goes. to bede&bDﬁt 8.00
pm and where The Travellers Rest. (Hotel des Voyageurs
to the locals) didn’t open on Saturday night. .. The pro-.
‘prietor took courage on Sunday and opened, but his.
wofst fears were realised when all his stock was
consumed by the ravenous horde. Where Antoin Ban
exposed his talents playing reels, Jigs, hornpipes, .

Jazz, blues and hard rock on the bagpipes. .. ... . 1

(i) "Concreted the sand" - Soene of emotional lament on

warpipes by aforementioned. O"Dochartaigh on a. German:

gun of gargantuan Propontionsyat;Anrqmanohas‘whichhwas.aﬂ
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put out of action by USS Arkansas on evening of 4 June

11944,

(iii) “bottles of stout" - merely used for rﬁymiﬁglﬁurﬁoéeu
 and has no bearing on the consumption’ patterns of the

aforementloned lechers.

(iv): “Mighty'Coueann“ ~fRiver séparaﬁing.Brittany from .TJ
Normandy, flowing through Pontorson with quloksandP a£
‘1t5 estuary near Mont St Michel across which Willlam_'1
the_Bastard (later,.fortunately for hlm,,the Conqueropﬂ
V:df England}‘and ﬁaroid in#aded Brit%ahy in 1064 (see
..Baveux Tapestry 01070), and later crossed, it is éaid
.by a party from Maynooth desperate for' a disco on nlght

' of Saturday 31 Maroh 1990

(v) ‘“Siuch"‘; thiS‘ia'collqui&l Irish meaning drain, dyke
'_or ditﬁh and un-fortunately the author doesn t know the
'FrPnch for: it But the 01r cumstances of hlS falllng B

into this declevity_are indeed a mystery to me. -

(vi) "Big ststue” -~ to Jacques Cartier in St. Malo
commemorating his discovery of Canada. We all know of

course that St'Brehdan-from Kerry got there first.

(vii} "Gravediggers” - see Sally 0O Donoghue; 'cures" (ie
parish priests) -see Jason Campbell et al; "men" - see

Sinead Callahan &t al et al.

(viil) Another version suggests he said "That bus has left us
n Ba it pladie

17 Ve Bard & Dtarstouon



The GEOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY of IRELAND. . .
Cuﬁiann.Tireolafochta.na;,hEireann ot et

i ‘- ]

The Geographical Society of Ireland was foupdad in 1934 with the object
of promoting. an interest in gedgraphy. Its me:mnbership is drawn from
teachers in sciools, colleges and universities; people working in the
public service. and research; - and all others who find geography
interesting and stimulating. The Sogiety seeks 'to: provide dnformation
and promote discussion about a - wide range of topics of geographical
interest both within Ireland and abroad., = - e
Meetings: ODuring the 'winter 'months 'the ''Society ‘holds a ' séties of
ectures and seminars, principally in Dublin, A small Regional Programme
of events is‘also organised, usually in Cork, Limerick. and .-occasionally
Galway and Belfast. The Society also organises a One Day Confarence the
Proceedings of which are published as a Special Publication. o
Field Trips: Day field trips comprise::a’ distinctive feature’ of the
Society's programme and provide first hand experience of areas of
geographical interest in Ireland, ~~ ~ . .. .
Puhllcations:i'The Society's p;incipal'publicaEioh is the'internafionally
known journa Irish Geography which is published in June and December.
The main body of the ~joucn§1:Jcomptisesfgpdﬁérs»-dealinq=’w1th-}varibus
aspects of Irish geographical résearch. Also included are a book review
section, a record of recent pub;iqqgions_of_a|qqu:qph1qa1.nq;u;e dealing
vith ‘Irelard, and a section concerned with'aspects of Ireland's changing
gyeography. The Society also publishes the biannual Irish Geographical
‘Nawsletter which provides news and information about geography.:in. Ireland
and about the activities of the Society.It also acts as a forua for the
discugsion of general matters of geographical interest, Membars receive
both of these free of charge and may also obtain some journals published
by other societies at a special concessionary rate.
Library: The Society's Library is housed in: the Department of Geography,
Trinity College, and carries a lony series of many geographical journals,

In addition, there is a collection of books covering all branches of the
subject, -and including ‘al)} materials ' reviewed '‘in ‘Irish: Geodqraphy.
#embers may borrow baoks and periodicals from the Library. The Geography
Department = Librarian at Trinity College also acts as Honorary Libragian
to the Society, and may be contacted at (0V)7772941 Ext.1454,

Current Annualxsﬁgécrigtiogs~ AR ’ ! R

Dublin_ Hembership,.,£10.00 Country (>25 miles from Dublin},..E 7.50

Student Hembership...£ 4,00 Overseas +veE 7.52
Application for Membership e _ '
To: The Hon. Sec. ' Geographical Soclety of. Ireland. :

Department of Qaography, St. Patrick's College,
. Maynooth, Co. Kildare o S
I wish to become-a member: of-the Geographical Society of Iceland: &

Name---------_---‘.q-eo-----------------q---..-.--..-_-.-................-.-
Addl’ess.,r.,,¢.......,..J,--_.'..j‘_g.q-‘...}‘.*..,.._',;.u.,_.-..‘,..,.:';--_."‘9-‘.‘_._--,4q.._,,..-,i,_.....
qcnoq‘o!'iﬂ!ﬁﬂ.tii0'Ql--‘o'qcc-n.--qql-o-lQ-Q...l-pa--o-.--.-lo-t--
Type Of l-iembershj.p quuestéd--qa.....-.........-....o--.........-......--
I enclose SubsCription £or 1980, .. tiuieeeasrancerernsonsssscnnnennsnnsess
S gnatuUre. cissianisintsasnrinnnearorassonanssannsancsncseseDAE@:ocrnnnsns

B A B : T I 4

48,




