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EDITORIAL

Each year Maynooth Geography Society, publishes its
journal "Milieu", The aim of this publication is to .give
geography students a forem by which sume of their work and
ideas  can be expressed in print. - This years publication,
therefore, is a «collection of articles presented by
undergraduate, past-graduate and posl graduate students.
The diversity of the subject matter displays the breadth of
topics involved in the study of Geography. As a.result the
student 1s given a firm foundation in a variety of ‘topics
while still being given encugh scope to specialise.. Indeed
many of the articles are the product of original research
undertaken by " individual students. Surely when educatjon
proceeds from the functional receiving of basic facts,
though necessary, through to the explanation and
development of ideas in the quest for. greater knowledge, it
has succeeded in its aims. With such vitality, diversity
and originality, Geography in Maynooth College will never
laook back. = :

I would 1like to express my gratitude to all who
submitted articles for publication, to Christina for the
long hours of typing, and to the Geography Society for
making funds available. I would also llke to wish Mick Mc
Kigney, 'who had the daunting task of filling the boots of
Proinnais Breatnach, every success In the future. I hope
all who purchase Milieu '88 find it. an interesting and
stimulating read. ' ' '
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Foreward

J:The present igsue of Milieuy containing a rangé of

articles by postgraduate and undergfaduate students on

topics as diverse as med;cal,cultural, population, and

urbgn.geography is a worthy addition to the files of a

Journal which hag an unbroken Publication record of a

.deca
ecade and a halrf, Its publication 8ignals the end of

yet another academic Year, aﬁd one indeed which will be

remembered ag the beginning of the "

Geography,

PROF SMYTH

AUDITOR'S REPORT

In the tradition of the Geography Society in Maynooth
the conmittee arranged for guest speakers from far and wide
to come and talk to its members. Another successful year
began ' with the annual First year social. With a iIncrease
membership dnd ‘an encourage turn out at the social, great
happens were anticapated- and was any one disappointed ?

: Our Inaugural Lecturer was Dr. Cecil Houston of the
University of Toronto, Canada who spoke on "Perestroika and
GTasnos In the U.§.8.R."  Dr, ' Houston delivered an

enligthening lecture displaying his substanial knowledge on

the topic.

The lives of the Cree Indians was next under focus in
a lecture delivered by Dr. Sean 0 Cilin (U.C.G.).Micheal
Bannon, ' University College, Richview, presented the next
lecture on the agenda, entitled, "Office development and
the Tertiary Sector", while the last speaker of . the vyear
was = ' David '~ Holland ,Center of TRegional European
Studies,Biringham, speaking of the changes in Eastern Block
countries within the last twenty years.

The ‘annual student conference was hos{éd.hy‘Q.U.B. ,i“
Murlough " House in February. A strong Maynooth contingent,
well equiped " for any eventuality, wetre present. Papers

were presentéd by '‘Derval Donnelly, Johonny Doherty and
Brian Mac Mullin. ' ' '

“"Despite many difficulties along the way, the Society
ends " the year on a triumphant note with the ,publication of
Milieuw '88. ~This years publication being of the highest
quality is a tribute to the hard work of the editor and all
those who contributed articles.

In conclusion I would like to thank Dr. John Sweeney
for his careful ‘guidancé throughout the year and also Harry
Lee: without whose assistence I could not have managed all
the activities of the society. Finally I would 1like to
thank 'all those who supported our activities and wish the
in-coming committee every success with future events

Neil. A._Gordon

KEVY
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and

Confectioners —  Tobacconists

‘KEVY MACT' is 2 name in every student’s vocabulary
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MEDICAL GEOGRAPHY - A.I.D.S.

A comparative study of the eplidemiology of Acquired

Immune Deficiency § '
Haipsiod 2 y yndrome in North America, Africa and

. _Epidemiology is the study of disease in relatio t
gopu]ptioug, and epldemiologically a population -ﬁeaﬁq ':
hefinzd group, including both sick and healthy, about whosp
nealth  ‘some statement is to bhe made, Morbidity and
mortality must therefore bhe examined - one of. fhp basic
concepts of this field of study being the’ popdlaéféh ‘at

iiSkéh ;ffiindings In the "case studies" cannot be related
re ‘-fs efined population in;which those cases arose,. théh
not epidemiology. A process  of inférence

(generalisation) from th
. e stud
population is then undertaken 7 srour [0 the target

"Another task of epi. gy ' ring
‘ _ pidemiology is. the monitori

?g;:eiliapce of time trends to show which diséggégg agz
Mpthsgs ngé ng;fas:?g, ordchanging in their 'disfributioﬁﬁ
3 ecting ata and recording dise: |
e _ ata re g diseuases,
azgfglally in ‘manynunderdeyeloped countries of the Tb?id
rare suspect because of misdiagnosis éhdf-inédequate

gi;:;d tgep;ng. which made  exact figures difficult. In
quaijty con:ir§pmef this, rigorous standardisation and
duality ol ~of investigative methods demand .. major

phasis in epidemiology. If an apparent difference in

disedse rates has emerge v ‘ '
" , ‘ has ged, the first guestion Is alwavs
iﬁightl the comparison be biased?" The geographic SCbp;]wggg
thé???;:g gffg?feftio? in Africa, Asia and South Amerina is'
rerefore _ cu]l 0 Aassess precisely as i j
‘ _ _ } } : nfec §
disease surveillance capability may often be ‘iiﬁiﬁzs

because of weak '
3 : raknesses in the health i tru
5 € ‘ k : ; 3 > infr: : :
Inadequate resources. AR RRatricture e

ot tg:vixgstogtii?id what epldemiology sets out to do .bné'
Irightening diseases to emerpe ti ' ‘

world within the last decade. will n, Fexanines (ay the

. : _ the . e will now be examined i :

d:tail. ‘Acqplred Immune Deficlency Syndrome, A.I1D”Sn:.m$;2
gafigplsetshi?ut to_comgare the different_'épidemfdlégicai
tuztfsigjfw gh have energed in.a global context witﬁ,regafd
1o fusion of the virus which causes AIDS (H.1.v).

The World Health Or ;
o W ] - ganisation has described AID s
f;gg %gzat?s; health problem of the twentieth century”s asg
: information  and sources that f :
srom : . . S -hat., are. presentl
?:iilﬁgle, two classic epidemiological patterns haVe"bee:
; gn_sed in the developed and developing world: ’

oet (eijdégtthe deve]opeq world, transmission. fs currently
. among. active male homosexuals, promiscuous

2;?g:¥?ls and intravenous drug users, Because of the
Glood. r?nes; ‘of scéreening programmes and other measures
. -ransfusions and clotting factors used in th;

treatment of haemophilia have virtually ceased to he a mode

for HIV transmisslon in these areas,

(2) In parts of the developing world {(such as Africa
and .the  Caribbean).  heterosexual: .transmissdon is the
dominant -mode of spreading the virus. People who .recetve
injections or. .other. treatment. with contaminated needles,
infants born . to infected mothers, .. and recipients. of
untested .blood, are also at = risk of. infectlion. The

"person-to-person. .transmission: of HIV,is, dominated. by ,the

role of the. .. apparently .~ healthy ., vyet.. infected: . person
("carrier”) who is.capable. of transmitting the.virus.: Such
a - person who .manifests none of the classic. symptoms. now
associated ,with HIV infection, . is .called ' "asymptomatic'.
There may be 50-100 or more carriers for each. . .recognised
AIDS, - case. . The “carrier" is not.only at substantial  risk
of -severe 1llness at a later date, but creates a public
health. risk because of the. ability. to infect  others.
Regardless. of +the area of the world studied, the modes of
HIV transmission-are fundamentally the same: : o
. Sexual . contact with an inTected person - |
Exposure to contaminated blood and blooed products
From.infected mother to. child.. :
-y, "due to. its modes of transmission (predominantly
sexual),approximate@y .90% . of cases, -in_ - . developed and
developing countries are between 20 and 49 years of age"
(p.I3 - World Health, Novemher 1986).

The world can he divided into three Dbroad areas,
according. to their.current HIV problem.  The. first group
includes the: developed. countries which have - been. .dealing
with AIDS  during the past several years. These  countries
recognise.. the public health importance of. aspects of :this
problem- The second group of countries dncludes those that
are apparently. -free, or. nearly free, of - HIV. infectltion.
These :include . both developed and developing.countries who
currently ~have:  the opportunity to.take rational steps, lo
protect themselves against the HIV:pandemic. . -The third
group . dincludes many countries in.the. . developing world which
currently face: an  AIDS .. crisis. .. These -countries must
confront -a. . complex . . HIV. problem  _.superimposed.. upon . thoe
already severe public .health problems. of the ;:developing

world ., v ! ‘ ST ' L

1

UNITED STATES. OF AMERICA

Since  the first _recognition of the Acquired  Immune
Deficiency Syndreme. (AIDS) in.the summer of -198I, . it has
had a profound impact on the public health sector 'of the
United States -medical. community..i, .The. first: published
identification of.the disease.was din the the. Morbidity:  and
Mortality Weekly Report {MMWR ), prepared, by the U.S§S.
Centers for _Disease  Control (CDC), located. . in Atlanta,
.Georgia. In. June 71987 there were five: people . suffering
from. the symptons: one month later in July I98I. 26::in June
1982, 355 cases. had been identified: Setember. 1982 showed
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transmission
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“putting Forward such Tigures as 3,500 peossible "carriers!,
tatooling

Ith HIV. increases
patients

rapidly

teens to around  forty  years .of age.With estimates aof

several million; HIV-infedted' people - ﬁu Afni?a, {tﬂlls
evident that the virus has created a major health :prh.em
in ‘that continent,  Nearly .25% . of adult apd IOﬁ i?r
pediatric fnpétients in several hospitals. in Central Africa
are now HIV-seropositive, - :

" EUROPE , .

The AIDS epidemic has hit all of Western. Furope's

larger c¢ountries. Many governments helieve Cthal the . un?y

: 2 2 : _ the y
effective weapon to prevent the spread of the diseasc 1z
education: . telling the public what constitutes safe sex anc

warning about sharing hypodermic needles. .

In- Eurmpe, Switzefiand éppears-gq be the countgy worst
hit by 'AIDS -40 cases per million. One  theory fopr Lh?
highPr “infection rate in Switzerland is that Fhey, Paye &
kind of "crossroads" location, with many foreign visitors
passing through. . S L e . L

The. . dishﬁse has come to Europe by a.vurinty Qf pnutgif
Frapce and Belgium have quse.‘postmcol?nlélw.llpkﬁ;:wj:f
black :Africd;_ two-thirds of;,-Bnngum 8 .casoes -;;i
hdﬁiresidents who are predominantly . AFPJCH?S. ‘_Lq ‘:Jt
United Kingdom thepre have bgen 1,227 people with A%D§ﬂ 1?
the “end of 1987.and 8,016 who know that they are‘ ?n?{p?ty
posilive. . Yet in a personal letter from the, 5Edﬁlﬁylhﬁ
Offibe'ldf' the Department of Health and Soclal §egu116¥6
Hanibal = House {London) 1 was infurmeq that‘at.legst 301{2]
peoplé are thought to be infected with HIV in the Tindted

Kingdom. .

JtThé: sharing of contaminated needles and syriﬂg?& J?.lu
major oause_Of‘jDFECFion.in some areas, e.g. lﬂ.hqin?ulg?;
half the="pity's 2,000-3,000 intruyenous drug U@EPT«~T[i
HTvaﬁsftfﬁé. There . are. fifteen gnvevnmeﬁti)gu:ec
ekperimgnta] needle exchange schemes tppﬁughout thgiugui,rx
where addicts are able to bring in their old needles and be

given new ones In exchange,: and 45 similarvc schnmgs
thfbughdut the U.K. supported by .. the . Local - Heallh.
Authorities. . ‘ L : o ‘ “
Tn Treland :thé-.AIDS problem ~ seems to  be  mainly
,drug»rélated. Officially there are 36 AIDS cases. here, . I6

of whom have already died, but the numbec of peaple..who
have been diagnosed as being antibmdy-p031tjve‘(arout 70?)-
s thouw Py o ' vest imat ] experts.
is thought to bhe greatly underestimated, with ¥ L
Other groups particalarly affected by the virus in Irelgnd
include homosexual/bisexual men, haemophiliacs, and babies

born to drug-abusing mothers. On the basis of Ias% year's
figure of 21 cases, there will be 84 in rogs, 168 1n. TQ?Q:
364 in 1990, 708 in I991 and I,476 in 7992 ... the rate

may then level off (Irish Times Tue:9/2/88 -p.9)
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THE ._RE-DEVELOPMENT _OF DUBLIN: A THOUSAND__YEARS _DOWN
THE TUBE | | | T

In "A Book of Dublin", published by the Corporation of
Dublin in 1929, Bulmer Hobson claimed that the city by the
Black Pool was founded . €.836 by the Danes. This city
underwent major development and redevelopment during the
Eighteenth Century, Squares and greens were enclosed and
were quickly surrounded by houses, The Wide Streets
Commission, sel up in 1757 by Parliament, cleared the . area
of the city near the Parliament Building. For example,
their redevelopment of the Sackville Mall, 150 feet 1in
width, and Westmoreland Street "moved" the focus of the
city from the Castle to Carlisle Bridge, It was the golden
age of Irish architecture. publin was one of the. finest
cities of Europe by 1800 when Parliament was. closed and
moved to TLondon. The wea]thylabandoned the city and she
began to stagnate. Thus, while still. the "Second City of
the Empire”, Dublin was “declining " hy the -time the
millennfum arrived in 1836. The houses of the wealthy were
subdivided and rented out to working class familjies.

The city continued to decline until the advent of the
Irish Free State. Much of the ¢ity centre had to be
rebuilt  after the yvears of war. -0'Connell Street, for
example, was redesigned: It was one of the last successtul

attempts at large scale planning in Dublin with no-building
out of proportion. - .

In the post-war era, with Ireland entering the  modern
industrialised world, thé'redévelopmént of Dublin began in
earnest. - With growing prosperity and the rising: importance
of the . tertiary sector, office development,rexpanded.
Property  speculation  was rampant as *foTMef-:residential
areas were transformed intao office developments. ‘Georgian
and Victorian houses disappeared as the mania of gwodern
architecture took over. In the place of the Georgian and
Victorian houses on the Dublin skyline appeared the likes
of Liberty Hall, the Sony building etc.

All private sector developments have to be passed Dby

the planning department of the Corporation. However the
planning department are restricted for two reasons,
Firstly, they can only suggest alterations to g planning
application. Secondly, the Minister for Local Government
ean  overturn any decision they made . Thus planning
applications were often achleved with the afd of political
interference, An  Bord Pleanala has #lso been exclusively

controlled through political appointments.

The planing department are responsible: fop drawing up
@ draft development plan for the city which is presently on
display- in the Irish Life Mall.It appears sgo complex, it
has led to much confusion. Fortunately An Taisce have a
simplified version an display 1in Merchants Arch. | The

_IOH

Taisce exhibition: has accumulated 2500 compiéi?ts.f??“gﬂs
planners . to deal with. . Thbuplan*Jackg prnppgdls_??nglrn; :
water pollution. It .completely ignores - ?u;;;?nh” ?é
fnéluded in the plan Ls-thesinner.Tangent goug?rﬁr1 uvit :
designed to speed up {he Tlow:of traff%c thupgf lgtl, {ﬁ;
1t is the only part of the plan which Quf1b.1T1 ;avtn;
inner-city. "The road plans are tpe garges}.?{Tg e Atp;;d

contributing to the death of the city (An-Tgibgn).t} | f;aﬁ
much of the inner city has been effect?d hyﬁ'(jﬁd' fhé
network . The 1nner tangent route Wll}-. ex.e;.l1 hévé
destruction. Many houses listed F?r preservation will have
to be removed to-faéi]itate Fhu project.

The «city Councillors must take mu?h of t?? hléwﬁ fﬁi
the present chaos 1in _plaunjng qu;lq: Tncyou:riigted
”guardians" of the eity. In spite of thlg, nEmettt; }Ljnf
buildings in thelir care have heen neglected_ ?'f ;f lm{hy
that they have been demollished for reasons of odfe:y.hjfﬂ]y
planning decisions made by the corporat{on ul? ? dnr ipp“
dubious nature. Successive Governments -h?ve1 ni{“”&iiy
helpful efther, The 4Plapning Actls Q%VQ.,an"- ;
favoured the developers, never the conservationists. .

According: to An Taisce, some ?f thg worst ‘off???zz
against the historic fabric of the city ?aye beenqio@wéfi{é
by publie Bodies. 'Officy complexes built Qy }t?}d;A'{;
bodies have produced starkllirng results. ‘The hS?lfnﬂ ded L
remove Georgian houses at 13 - 28 Tower P]tzwil;{dT] d.fﬁé'
to build new headquarters in the 1960s. Retsn)ﬂ¥¢p;i{x
announced that “they intendwtn rgstore S?me-OLhLIf—JLJ]ﬁ}:o
houses they own. Have they realised the;; fo]{y J??ff:;éﬂé
The Central Bank building in Dame Street is very different
from that approved by the planners.

The Offjce of ‘Public Works (OPM) segm to have .:Tin
negligent in ‘their pretection of.uur Nat}unalxamongr§pkgd
Hence, many buildings within the}r care hdve‘%qulnwed, tn
up and  abandoned. Parts of Dublin ?astle.we{t E}\‘ cﬁqt1é
deteriorale ~while ‘the OPW bullt nffjcgs w%yQJQ xlg }ih‘q’
grounds which appear out of'character:WJth lt§:&UIIQUHL£ Es.

All the aforementloned have been invo]veq in U??Q%iq§
Dublin's streetscape., There have peen_very.Few q?\tnffaﬁ
of Dublin. The influenqe of the Irish GOOF%]HH-SUth y£?u1
other grbups have heen‘limited when'c9nfroyLedfhy -Pf?%ihoi
interest groups. Fortunately An Falsce‘;s‘ ?')ﬂlhﬁlr fﬁw
organisation which, by law, must be cop§u ter y he;
planners. ‘

l |
fhere is a little ray of hope. Six year§ ;g?elt?3
Corporation ghanted permission Lo the ROY?I Dup%lnthg.']aéf
replace 42 Upper 0'Connell Stirect whxph..wih )épﬁquju$
Georgian house on the street., .Th?' plaqutnf Li] U;“vrs
lapsed and this month, on refqppllcah¢uni.;hg 1U=’ép ]égt
have ‘been instructed to restore the ﬁouseb _F??iv,P;”r fanr
Febru&ry, the. Mater Hospital }demUJ;shed Lhree icorgie
houses in Eccles Street,
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In. this .year,. the offic} ' [ i1

_ year, - al celebration ‘of Dublip
millennium_ perhaps we should Survey the ' damage ' inflicted
upon our heritage and try to énsure that the same “mistakes

are not .continued. We need to uard , I ou
rememberance of past gvnerationsg WIth care the prenjous
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THE CURVY HILLS AND BRAES OF DOWN REVISITED. .
Orx : ; .

MCKIGNEY'S MOUNTAIN FUT

Another year of textbooks read

Exams beyond redemption

Back up north we bussed our way

To clear the classroom tension. B
And the-curvy hills and braes of Down
8till danced under the sun **

But Mick the Man from Newry Town
With watching wanted none

-~ instead of watching all we got

Was water in our wellies

And eyes and ears and nose and throat
And sliding on our bellies.

As Mick the mighty geographer

Of Florence and Maynooth

Hit hotfoot for the Brandy Path

To look for screes and hooch

And test the grit and gallstones

And mettle of the feat

Of forty frozen geographers

Who paid for this field treat (£26-50stg).
"Just carry on" sez he "up there"
"It's easy, just a cinch"

"And round yon hill you'll be" sez he
"Upon the Bloody Bridge"

"Yon hil1? Thon hill? What hill?" sez I
“"That there's a bloody mountain®

But Mick was gone

~Being pissed upon-

By raindrops beyond countin'.

The rain and winds and water

In drizzle damp torrential

And the Mournes were bloody awful
Muddy lot was all damn melting.

And then with valour fiuvial

Bold Duffy said "Enough

"Come on lets get a move along
"We'll swim back to the bus"

We watched while Seamus Ferry
Throwing caution to the winds
Carried Jackie on his back downhill
And risked his life and shins.

And we met with loads of locals
Heading down as fast could be .

Don McLean and Percy French were there
Where the Mournes sweep down to sea.
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And many hours later 1

As da . . : : PO r1 . i
8 darkness sloshed around , o IRISH TOURISM THE EUROPEAN MARKET- POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH
The wet and weary woebegone | | B | ) | .

And wandering crew came down

Tl o

3::h9::::: ::: :us for those of usg _— ‘ i' Ifa(iitifﬂially 7 ngiafnifg overseas jxpiyist iru]uéfryrl‘hqs
And lo! the g tO:e-dry knickers e)_(‘hjl;i_ted= cextreme dependency on one major  source ma;ﬂfeti
Was Mick with 8t to land at bage _ ngmely the .K., | In 1982 alnu;st.sq% of overseas  lourfsts
?.t map in flitters. - _ came from Great 'Britain and i1f visttors .from Northern
PREiiniias Ireland are included, . the proportion &f U.K., . visitors
S:dB:::i; :::hSZSStR:: seen at night rises to Eilmostf 70% (Trends in Irish hTo&ufiﬁmn_H1982~-Lﬁﬂﬂi
As he strives in vag ge - S . _ Bord Railte),h‘ The . close_geograpgjcal _DPGK{TJFY of the
"Where is that b n cursing the rgip.. .. _ countries, and the h_‘igjh' dne j: dence  of  British. people
at bloody bridge?" 4 o visiting friends and relatives Jn Ireland accounts. to a

' ' : great extent for the dependency. 1In 1985, 57% of British

visitors to Ireland cited visits to friends and . relatlives

- The Bard of Bat;
erstown. . . ; N .
o : : as their main reason for coming here. FRighty five percent

*k : ‘ ‘ .
See MIIIEU 1987, 37, e e . : of total British arrivals in 1985 were on a repeat visit to
Ireland, again emphagsising the strong kinships links in

this market._ZINthh”‘AmeFica has always been the . second

major source market where again the role played by visits

to "friends ‘éand relatlves is very sfgnificant’ WHowever,.

comprising T3%  of all overscas arrvivals in 7982, it is. a

i

market of lesser importance in terms of | visitor numbers,..
The Conlinental Furopean market has always,  lagged far
behind that of the U.K. and North America jo its
importance as a source market. Arrivals from Continental
Europe have witnesses a steady increase Ffrom .a . very low
base din 1960 - approximately 50,000 Lo 358,000 in- T979.
With this trebling of numbers throughout the T1970s, tLhe
slgnificance of this market has become much  more marked.
The ~éarly 'years of  the  present decade however, hawve
witnessed a dramatic fatl offlinAthd number cof via{Lur
arrivals from  the continent with growth anly beginning to
regain’ momentam in 1985. Visitor numbers from Continenta)
Burope numbered 21,000 less in 1986 than in 19790. '

! E o

. The situation where _ifisﬁ "Lnﬂbﬁsm_'“finds itself
overwhelmingly dependent on one Torefgn sourcs market has
serious implications for  the  heallh -of  thy industry.
Tourism is extremely 'susceptible Lo very many external
influences, bolh lucaljsud alnd_ian_rr'n‘ctL:igmél,= Whiph Car
have immedjale Jimpact on tonrist fldwsmlnfn_ addietion. to,
: . _ this, the British market is largely based on the othnip
' ' S _ ! Irish market,  one which iIs hot the mast renumerative jn

‘ S terms of  v1éitur'hxpghd7tnru:aﬁd‘ayguablxlope. which does
net pose any vreal. challenge to fthose Jjnvolved in  the,

: warketing of Trish ~tourism . Tt Is the purpose of. this)
paper to examine the, potential of the <Continental markel
which  in . 1986 accounled for 14% of overseas visitor,
arrivals, o ) S o Ty

it

_ Furope is  the wubid}s'.ieﬁﬂlng Jtourist, destination
region, ~ MajJor dominance, of world traye]l is die in no smpall
measure o the concentration of a large namber of countries.
fn" a ‘comparitively small land. mass - thphlmgjquisnurcg
market for' EBurope Is Turope itself. Ry virtue of its
European locatlion, albeit a peripheral one, TIrdland has
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access to a huge market of botentigl tourists. .. The. volume
of " visitor ftraffic in-'Europe has rocketed 'in ‘the last
thirty five vears and levels of absolute tourism have
continued to grow almost everywhere. In 1950, tourist
arrivalq”“numbered ‘Just less than’ seyenteen miIIion, by
1985, “the volume of inbound traffic had incredsed to almost
225 million. The Irish tourist industry is one exneprlon
where fluctation rather than growth is the most appliudble

term.  The period 1969-1982 saw the numbep of overseas
arrivals grow by an average of ‘only 1. 2% per annum - a rat
well below ‘“the ‘average inrreaae' in' tourist tiVJty

worldwide (International Tourism Quaterly 3 1983)
Arrivals peaked in 1985 when 2.36 milljon vis itor" were

recordedt‘ since then however 'progrp ‘has  been 'uneven

(I.T.Q. '3 1983)." .

The continental market is a case in polnt - Ireland
has a wvery tiny share of the Cnnfinental market . 0f all
the E.E.C. cnuntrles Ireland 1 ‘the lea visfted by
people from other member states’, "Europeans and their
holidays", a survey completed hy ‘the Commission for the
European Fommunltxes in 1986, demonblrated that for"must

Europeans, TIreland is a country yet to be dibunvvred - only
6% have V]&ited Ireland . L L

LA o : T LTr

 OBSTACLES TO GROWTH'

' The 0bv1ous QUPStIOH dPibe%I* why are so (ew Europpdnﬁ
visiting IreldndO Almost half of world wide 1ntnrnationa1
travel 1is between Western European conntrip » and yet  the

number  of Lurupeans visiting 'Ireland whlle thIng
displayed a Steady increase during the, orind 1J60 1979

remains well below what might be expected. ~ Why has
Ireland's share remained so low? Answers to thlb question
are  less than obvious and efforts to forward an éxplan&pinn
unearth a wide variety of complex - reasons.  The market
structure of " Irish tnur'sm is the nutrnme 0of " many 'varjbﬁ
influences. " 'Treland's geographical lnvdt1on and the factor

Uf_;bpﬁLlﬂl dlatdnv”'ls an ohv1oua influen “The extent tﬁ

which ‘uther' countrieb enjoy ',1:dd1tiona1 linkdgeb with

Ireland, and' "the knowledge whiuh oLher people may hold
about’ Qur country are of very‘_uonalderahle s1Ln1fiednLo

To  ‘quote ‘an 1. T.QN authur "in the Teng term,’ four factlors

determine the ‘succéss § of ' a '’ tourist 'dvstlndllon- Its
physical attractions, its ac (Pb&lbjlity from the main
tourist generating regions, its factlities and the Cquality

of its Natlonal Courist office both at home “and abproad"
(1.7T.Q. 2 1983). Ireland's physical attractions are the
basls for its tourist 1ndustry Bord Fallte's potential
visitor shrveys conclude thdt tunrtst are attra (led herel
because  of uub scenery and uns pollt’ natuv "‘our peuple Cand
the rélaxing ‘and quiet pace of Irl h life, Thia 1s the
basic formula adopted by Rord FﬂlltL to 5911 Ireland abrpadi

A . .
b ! v : '

-186-

| i

It is in the essential area of accessibility that the

overseas sector facesg its first major problem. ;IhQ'-eﬁse;
and cost of getting to Treland is for potential CnnL;nenLal
) . i - i - ) . 38 -

visitors a major factor:-in the decision making process A

- N Y o)
recent  Finnish tourism-survey found that ol twelve nE]L,,Ld

European countries, Ireland rated ]ua?t“favnura?{y;itrgtéﬂs

of edse of access (Haahti 1986 -11). Fh? diSL?”Tﬁ~]ry: ﬁg;

and the fact that for mosm-Europgan hquday miﬁeiﬁ ';f.m&rp

is _ the preferred mode .of tLransport, me?ns a1ra‘?.{ve)£np“f,

expensive and more time consuming Lnltlﬂ]vtI@Vﬁ. Qnﬁﬁ]j;jﬁh'
Since . 1989 a readily . identifiable - faCFQI; lnflff{ndg'
business has . been the disturbances i Nurt&ernfl ytl(thé

For ‘Cdntinentals,,”a ‘certain lack of. knnw%e@gff:?QOP{ipnpg

geography of Treland causes wldes ptndd hnl{erl'!?;.vt:"tﬁé
and ~tervorism™ are" everyday uvuuronvet:=ryght a?iﬁsn .{pa
fslahd.a The -erosion of cowmpetitiveness by hybirzgl ?ﬁ
inflation 1is anocther frequently _forwapded 'fﬁhuu}fk;{
explaining ' Irish touriswm's failoure to bFOHdOH‘EI.hu:Md.,.J

share more substantially. R

fNDfCTORSwTOuGROWTHi

DQspiLe- the existende of i;uertqin-,His?dvavﬁaggﬁgg
circumstances ‘there. is much evidence to suggggLrthaP_-viﬁxr
definite potential remains -tu--:?n,' mxp}ujﬁud ﬁpq~ 556'
continental - market, The 1986 Commission-of 'Lhe. sP1?P:)&7
Communities ' E.E.C survey shows Lhat a]#hqu%h.?nWVAthTtd-
only 8% of the nationalities of Eyﬂ.Ci state?rhaYttva(le“_
Ireland, 11% place Ireland among the thrgg TU§F  d;.[d{‘.j€
countrlies In  the eommunity. Among-'lnd¢VJQUd] luoun_afih
attraction to JTreland. is  even: more promioent., VTan;y

percent of the Freonch surveyed shnwgd an jnternsﬁ%iﬁ gn?}q%
to - Treland campared  “to th{:lnerta'thlw?e Lu{fcg;}F‘ 111?&-\‘Ef;3.
already ~visited here. INaan‘examlnaLyon.uf W??%} gu.txi:}q
holiday  makers - pervelved Lo be the most attractive p :

about &  deéstination. two  features: a)seeling -marv?%sr'nr
nature  cand bh) - unspoilt countryside wore - wELhnqt gxﬁhpfl?g
the cholce of Continentals. These two crltanum:f?yT~ .:F-
essential basis of the Irish tourism pfnduntf Thu ;o'g t;b
those responsible for marketing Irlsh‘.tpqusmr “ﬁ,]}l&
Continent Is of crucial Jimportance. ;The image Or.-tiﬁ}i?p
actively portrayed abroad is not of an inaccdssil

peripheral _appendage to Europe, but fath?rja‘_rimaqttgﬁllz
charming  green countryside where the Lenaions dgcl ] [i;?{h
of  modern living are .. wmiraculously :ﬂHHSRd; ?wdy.! ‘»]ép
efifective image creatdion Lhe raipy Irish -vllmate;‘nﬁrnt{:
less a miserable inconvenience than a saleguari ﬁqu?T. 1,
hnrroWs-'of mass, tourism associated w1ph ;pn, de?eré,{?Ti{
and  Lhe marvelous asset presponsible for ouwr Juscious: green

countryside. Bord Failte wenjoy a hfgh ﬁuputgtinp fop thf;:
worlk In  marketing Jreland as a holiday du&ltuut;nq nn\‘.i.
Continent. - They . are @ however by © no m?ans. L?e‘Tnn g
organisation Involved fu Lhoe marketing of ris

, co- : R .
tourism:tour operators, shipping lines, aifrlines and ULnLI
copcerns all undertake individual operations. :
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Assessment.. of the effectiveness. and efficiency of Bard
Failte . and other concerns is vepy difficult to . gauge - as
very -cmany decisions can be involved in the hnljday;deoisimn
making process. Bord  Failte consistently use -tourigt
revenue gags {tg * measured rod" of performance . However, it

is arguahle as to whether thig 1s a satisfactory guage - opi

not.; - It ijs generally accepted that the work cof ~ National
tourist offices both * at honme and  abroad - inp Eenerating
initial Interest, is quite considerable,. : SRR o
At  present one of the most distinctive features of the
European market is high Percentage of young holiday makers
“a - total of 40% are under twenty five years while only 15%
are -over forty years ~(McEniff 1988).. 1¢ “the tourist
product experienced on the fiyst visit was percleved to he
satisfactory, . then among young vigitors the likelihood gf
repeat wvisits is increased. - At present the bercentdge  “of
Edropeans on - their firgt visit. is very chigh st gan.
Satisfaction ratings among Continentals=ape1a1&o very high,
894% of visitors in 1986 were either completely or very
satisfied with their Irish - holiday. - This can he
interpreted as a good indicator of Ffuture potential,

I'n assessing the contribution of tourist flows to any
ecanony, it Is not visitor humbers that are aof vital

importance, ‘but . rather. visitor @Xpenditure | -British
visitons, ‘the largest group in the.numerjcal.terms have. the
lowest . per pefson,expendjture‘of‘any visitor . group. . The
expenditure level] of  the 1.8, tourist {s dhe highest,

while that of the Continental is also high, ~BEXpansion ‘of
the‘=Eunopean-market is therefore of obvious ‘henefit o the
Irish . #Conomy... . A unlque feature of this market, ‘relative
to. the U.K. and ‘North . America, Is ithe comparitive
insignificance of family and'friendship ties as & reason
Ton coming to Treland.. This indicates-an-_expectancy- for
higher -expenditure rates, -as in the absence of friends and
relatives wjty whom to stay, - commercial .. .forms ‘of
accomodation pust be Uutilised, The faut:that-.ﬂnntinentals
tend to prefer less expensive forms ofwaGGOMOdation, suoch
4.8 camping, taravan holidays and TIrish homes, does. not
detract: rfropm the Income that can bhe generated From
expansion of this sector, o .

. The svelo-economic brofile of Continental tourists
indicates a very. up market Image for Ireland, - Ninty
bercent are in the ABC 1 group., On -average - the BEuropean
visitor Stays . longer jn Ireland~than-éither his w. k. 4r
North  Amevican’ counterpart Although average length of
stay ig declining in alil markets, . the European . visitor
spends  an average of 14.2 days- here ag Opposed to. 12 . ang
10.9 " days for the British ang U.s. ~lourist respectively
(Bord Falilte 19886), - 4 potential = growth. area- in the.
Continental market: is the "additiona) choliday! sector,
Increaslngly, the trend is not so much for an increase ip
the number or beople taking holidays to vecur, but - rather
for « the ~nhumber of holidays. taken to increase. The'-periud
July-september 1887 showed g dramatic ‘increase ip the.

~-18~

‘attractive’ holiday ‘destination, must strive to

' ! o i b PSS
y YT N Y LS ST SR G g as a destinalion for §
number'! of Elropéhns chodsing Ireland o

second holiday”‘dr] 48 a "long weekend", appears to bhe an

drea where very definite potéifitial does exist.

"REhtISTNd*THE'POTﬁNT}PL“ 

[T BT R S I
many Indié¢ators to suggest that the 13931re
inentals does exist. L now
to wvisit TIreland among Continen _ L gks how
remains for’ that potentidal“to be exploitedh ?ndoféjilsze:n
ish tourismprodict, while havi uch to ;
The Irish tourism product, while having m fror as.an

) s atd for money ., This involves
Continental better valu The recently

i : the whole area of accessiblli?y: \
;EE;SSiZSd Aer Lingus flight routes to mainland Euxzﬁzhnﬁzd
the relatively new (1986) Alr France service t? irelandJ
will greatly facilitate access to all parts op tjﬁentai
The introduction of competitive fares q? thg :nnF ‘6153"
routes has helped put Ireland in line with Qphe;l ,uLe;.;n
destinations. Just how effective this ‘wi . ﬁntil
increasing tourist flows must pass without LONNE? peaséd
the end of the 1988 season, but expectations for nc

arrivals ﬁfeghigh*

There are

R IO
5 S

; whbiéfbﬁ fBefCoﬁtinent still

o Te ban terrorism and violence.

tends to be contlnually-linked with

It is. the role ofi Bord Failyg-gand other cpnceﬁ?eg
organigbtfoﬁé‘?ﬁos'improve the safetly:.image of an Ilt:e
holiday -and  £6,500ncentrata ; greater. resources - on

of ~“the CnntiqénﬁhljmafgéﬁiﬁgThefh;gh cost  of

livings'in TIreland need hﬁtfngﬁesgarf}y;bga?nﬂ o?st?cie taz

thef;deVElopment-;of tourisMﬁfsoﬂlongfaﬁ'the qual1t¥‘° 'h on

serﬁfcéf‘being.offered merits%thg.cos%k Iqurism PEheaPLwith‘
Ireland . shows that tourists are:willlng-to:spgnd Togeyt o

the necessary stipulent that they'gqnsider-phe produc iso

be good value: - The upgrading of all;sepyipeﬁiand e;{panival

of facilities.utilised by visftors is vital to the surv

and expansion of the Industry.

development

Ireland's image as one of the few remaining un?pqlls
countrysides In Continental E?rope is the basés te;;ial
tourist product of great potential pgpularity in io? al
Europe. The potential for growth }s very praomis ?f and
with careful management and inventive marketing
bring much needed export earnings to our economy.
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MANCHESTER '88 . i - '

N

s

. The troops made« their way.-to Dublin Dooks -+ far - the
advance on.the: Britlah Main,.hut'whnn;a roll calliwas taken

the Mc Kennas_ wére found-

o be: Misding :in  Aclion. ! Samo

sadd ﬁowr*;Pat;andithenwifEiwillwbe.sad}y missed: - who'  was

“golng. to decide ‘what we are going to:do for the naxt’ five

days?  But uoontingenuyi plans: were put intd ‘eperation . -

there . were two members of the Goagraphy Depavtient ipresont

take . over the relgns, Pringle. EhP.Pnoud and:Mad: Mickey

Boanington . (with'ithej boots
Leinster . and . .set. .sail.. for:

L) cWe hoarded ! the BT

Mdnvho"ler On- arriving . we

observed © the .topography of the-.urrnnndlnu-landsmapv".!hv“
emergence- of . Bungalisation and -Suburban . sprawl.  Alfter

arriviung .at_the destination two more casunaltics were noted,

'Whexe, are they? - Out;sounting-an;heveragp” digstribulion

points, and Cindlng outl. how ‘hospitable tho ndl:v0°'worﬁ.:~s~

One was

“rescued by a charitable nun who - hrought 'him

safely ...to the Clarence.The :Danish were encountoered - whén the

paddies got thirsty later that

night. o o T ey

B P

. R T . i - ' . S o . .
‘Monday - ; Barly bat not alert Lhe staunch «itrographeis
sal - out‘;tb;see-the.ﬂintﬁrasxlng“ parts of Manchester = soch

as the City Hall, Albert Square,:

~the Librapry and "Archics"

After . tr ecking around MHHLthLPP not looking conspicious at

all, the brave band . made thei

for  Iunch. . Tt was.after lunuh
came - Into- his town and’ led

mountafn or-as.he :called it, .a

way Lo Raxton cins iDerbyshiye

Lhat,fMad;Mick~'RWna¢ﬁgthn"

as-.al] onc an dasdull Lol w

small-hill!l . Two memhers of

‘the trip i stopped inte:the "Duke of York" ‘at the bottomn iof

the hill,  to survey the: natives. When all were . .assenblod

‘at  the bus, the surveys smelled.of beer.and the @ olipboards

soaked - in  pin - (Ihvecheﬁrd‘this one before.) 0n leaving

Buxton, O0'Reilly was orying. !

cos he did'nt get o ride " on

the . "Buxton. .Express”, On the ‘way homv'AZdH“VWa& hit by thino
pillaging  paddles. It was stralght passed - Lhe  clotheyss’

food, hardware  down to- the

off 1ilcence  for . tHe cider,

lager Hvlnhkln and vodka or. whatover prickles ones faney .o

11 cis woyth putting -down- in. the -anna]é wthat many

members. of - the party survived

7 Von a liquified diet. p i
32, the beer flowed ond the crack radiated out.
“the. consumption rate ip - : the

I Mownwhd e
Clarenice  was: - unrvivalled.:

Cnmlng hack (womehow). from Clarence everyone assemblod Tor

evening. iprayer In the common

our  Spiritual  leadeivs,., Sean

creon, caidowe were all Ted! by
and: Claran but o as Lhe week

progressed -spirituality was. replaced by “more Cmundane
actjivities. Ciaran, - tasted the night - 1ilfe-:while-' Sean

developed a photographic fase
Bridin; and the Banshoees

Anation  fort mating birds,

N i started working this night, and led
by Bridin the Hlbernian - Danish relationships were on thix

up  and aup again. DBul the Jads led by Mr. D, beatk: tho

Danes . In. & "slainte.or prost”
bed. ” ' ST

A._z 1 -

compelition.  Then . back Lo




Tuesday AUp' and  away ,tb-.ﬁeimshdre._ Where?  In
observed’ the landscape, urban ] deVeiopment' “and
redevelopment.:; Then at the mill /museun Weiwere given a

~Lancashire for those who can't remember-WHéreE?*Dﬁ*ﬁbﬁte we

very: intbresting ctour fofi'the“machdnésTandfﬂsaWW thém‘*dn'

action. . . =Far many ‘thelhighpoint~of the trip. ot Bié'twoen
splnning Jennys, mules in.FuLlﬂswingf'thewnoiée fthe. dust
ete . gave us-all.an {dea of .what 1ife was like. i Then off g
Oldham:  in the afternoon but first_dinnenuand=spoptiwithﬁthé
hus. driver rffnom‘Westpontn-whn‘was wondering“what_the?aﬁfd

‘place. was like now- nostalgia took over“while-thase“capab}é'

decided to go ‘tuf-old_Trafford,wﬁ;Social—ishrvey= of ¢ “the
spacial” distribution of football hooligans waéwﬂundertaken.
Comrades assembled once .more in thém;@ﬂmmon"fUUMﬂfwhebe
Mickey's ‘moustoche Was -attaoked by Margaret:. All week Mapsg

said "thats g Mighty Moustadhe'mfckey“ ' The Brady buneh.

alsn_:he]ped in: foreign re]ationship‘_toniteﬁil -Spekange
Klaus, Max. apg Hans !l wore a1] VICtijAM-'MéaﬁWhﬂle'ifHE
drunkarthon:wasﬁin its second ‘day up -innumber 32 . ’
' Wednesday.: Many - a zomhie and*muhile-cowpsw was  dven

this -morning. _CorpseS'littered'the bds#tn-ﬁivefpunlf “hut
. Damlen looked the best corpse of gl1]. ALl in all g
~wonderful dayf.wasi “in store... - ‘Urban renewalj ' social
problems, .. .upban '.;developmentf-~-»industpiﬁlistidn“ and

re-development of buildings were-all~p01ntedgout;tp:usf In:
the ~‘dock-centre . the - Bobbieé‘kepb!watchfull eves 'ion - the
Paddles. Once more. With the_domp]etibh‘of«%he-thuv"it wa'g
back  to Lhe'C]apenne;‘where a raucous s}ng;snng was o ful
awing, and an ~edgy Tandlady tried ﬁnvkeep'the~peaceﬁ- Tddgh

~done  his.  hit on the“gudtar‘while%the ‘]aﬂs_'maintaineﬂ**a

cautiows distanoce .frdm'what‘lomked‘like acwelght=1{rting
teamt!, ButrDbna]fdecided'to_he]preha (. not Zavarone) ana
Ria {n their gquest for knowledge‘abuui‘Birmingham&'”Atﬂthis
stage Wee Johnny was noted to bhe missing for two days  (and
two -nipghts acbording to his room-mate). gn expedjti¢nx-swt
out. for Wim, and once captured he revealed, under:- torture,
thal  he was. in- the T,V room, Do you bhelileve thali? © pot
us, . gog Danishrpnstwgrad, ahnutfpost4lgﬂﬂicame,]ﬂoking ifor
hin the next.dayu.,Th[ngs fell into placet - e e

Thursday : This was a welconme lie in fﬁr_ Mr hnheﬁty,.

altar cuuntJQSSwwbottles-oFHLUCOZadv’Ihe trip(proceedhﬂ on
the bus to-someablomdy‘place‘thaf-god forgot about, -when he-
created  the world. Hﬂnce.agaiﬁ'we Were:alF“tnh}ed up:for &
frontal fassault on anmther_blbndy mhunt&iﬂ._lﬂub*gujde'useﬂ:
[he term'ﬂpiss~n£fﬂronce'and~dabided agaihst'USIhg-it #padn
48" he qthought.he-wohldjhﬂve‘no~onﬂ_Ieft.-: After treéking:
aruundrqthe\countnysida'we.wefe~oﬁfurad the,opt?onfio“gb— on
further, oy, to g0 home via a shortécut ~<Yes?T0m the blondy.
%0011 decided to go:.tthe longeriway home.: S

Back  in Manchester, and:rinto the‘Arnda]é~cenLrb=twher9”
Donal got ca lovely Sﬂt<0f,dhseft-b00t%“fP€e Uf'n%arge- ‘and
Flash .didn't Ieaveuempty handed either., . Then Lo visit: the
Clarence - fop . the. last time.'-Befure'Jeavinghnﬂr host @ paye:
Us  two . plintsg of clear substanée and while it was'nt’ watepr
It was of Irish origin, Tonight was Hylands = not
Fionnula's but wee Anne's turn to be nice to the DaheS!! A
government  heaglth warning comes with opening a  hoftle of

-.22_
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vodka ! 5
dka is better agalin!

an Ogﬁ Wézh :ﬁe way Karen, we found .out the tgpf nj

aftérshave' the .nibé'sgcurity guardtwegﬁs —,ihin:iﬁz iy nﬁe

s E 7. . PR as .iven -0 laus H S ] -

sp i, arate exhibltion was i ~Johnny's archaic women was

: ‘ : S
ish‘ountlngent_~,mu1}, _ \ . '
Qf_hite Izelieve that someone from Maynooth spent twq -tuqu
l?d.du?y " in the Lebanon- moillt! Tells ya how bright she
0!_ L B H ‘: | L . | | | . . )
was.réraﬁ was:ardﬁhd‘toniéht hhd was last seen leaving his

two seats trying to demolish the fnont—dogrftof‘:hg hss;gié
there mu been an earthquake that night, as &  numbe

N e seemed to explode, and Tadgh; dpsn's
‘ - eve,

There D
. fire-extinguishers . adgt
E:owfiaﬁythiné.about guitar music, Mr Snczrity ngj.peqt o
lough ryin ' itar  at the time then - - gst .
though . carrying a gul N Lhe N |
) 1é past 2.30 a.m. . _— ‘ . - -
blgnkérﬁggy:ﬁn' uneventful day of‘traveiiin% dtoﬁlgOIiigigx
' the Ferry . ck whip - arouynd collected £18 . approx
Chyhe  Ferry e i .t lads a token of
flash i ting) which bought the s e
(flash did the coun 0! ° of Dracbuie.
Proud got a bottle
our esteen. Pringle the ' mobot o
§ razors along with a  pack
i Mick. ot a packet of razors alop _ :
Tgiiiives 'bu% there was a bottle of Jameson Jjn  the . bag
also. (ﬁhjch_Flash_stale.i- .
q Verdict: All in al a g : :
industrial north and topographlcal!dspects ‘zf vl
districts - lovely trout were caught in. .the lords ver!
' 'fddbs=a1mbst,sinCerely number.964251 onal .
bgteban of many national,and.1nternat10nd
field trips. S o
The demon of the Geography society.

'w.‘écka:e totr.of the old
ood package the Peak

‘ Y TY BOOKSHOP
SMt_.Al’rtm?‘?gol;'hgq!“l!ﬂ‘zsnﬁlt!!ounw Kildare, ltolan_q

Telephone: (01) 286261 285222 Ext. 224

L

'STOCKED WITH UNIVESITY TEXTS,
o ENGLISH, GERMAN, FRENCH; IRISH, PHILOSOPHY,

S " SOCIOLOGY, s"c:ENCE.‘EDucArION, ECONOMICS,

‘ ‘ - - HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, RELIGION,

- AND A WIDE SELECTION OF 7

STATIONERY, COMPUTER DISKETTES AND TAPES,

OVERHEAD PROJECTION MARKERS AND SHEETS.
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THE EFFECT OF THE BY-PASS ON NASS - - S A
The geographical location of Nass

significdnce  not achieved by county towns of a similiar

siZe. This significaiice arises Trom the intersection ‘of
Nass by road networks linking the capital with “‘the - towns
and  cities of Snutﬁ Leinster and - Munster,'“‘This
geographical 1ldcdation had become more 4 disadvantage,“than

an advantage in more recent time, With the advent.  of
modernisation in Ireland, industrial growth and ‘entry into
the E.E.C the volunme of traffic and Irish rodds focreased
dranatically. ‘As a result for ‘those travelling between the
capltal and the south of Ireland, Naas becane a bottleneck.
Traffic congestion and resultirng delays became an every dady
occcurence, Thus out of necessity in [983 the Naasg by-pass
was opened. Traffic is now diverted away from “the = town
Ieading to an decrease in trafric congestion, a
noxtous exhaust fumes and
of a quiet Jrish county town

 feduCti0n
restoring to Naas the semblance

.

As' a direct result of the by-pass the town has  becoms
a much more pleasant place  1in which to “live. The
commercial life of the town has improved and thére are how
more parking‘facjlities:aVailabIe‘and shopping ls'easier.,

A survey was carried out ih September T987 by Anbo ty
establish the effects of thé”hy—pass-uh*betail='bUSihESses
in the town. “4I:busihESSestepe established in less than 4
vears after itg completion. The condition for setting up
businesses were favourable as Tocal tradée was stimulated.

~Table 7 shows an increase in the number of Dbusinesses
established four vears after the by-pass, The most .
significant increase occured in the following categories:
draperies and boutiques, restaurants and grocery shops.

Local trade hag developed because shopping has been made
easier and more accessible to the people of the town and
its hinterland. :

‘Out  of the 78 businesses . astablished before the
by-pass, 23 said that the by-pass had an effect -on theip
tradé, while 55 - reported no  change. . Half 0f the
restaurants and take-aways were alffected, This is

significant as they depended on exXternal custom for a Jot
of  thelr trade., Petrol stations were initially affected by
the reduced. incoming traffic, but they now
compensate this losgsg with local custom..  The husinesses
which registered uno change depend more on stable populatjon
of the town i.e. Jewellerg, newsagents, chemists, and: were
therefore not noticeably affected . by i@ reduntioﬁ in
"passing trade". Out.  of the 23 businesses which were
affected by the by-pass, the net effect wasg a reductloh in
staff numbers. 5

manage fo

-84~

TABLE:7 - BUSINESSES'ESTABLISHED BEFORE-ANDlAFTER THE BY-PASS

Cgives it g

TY#E OF BUSi&ESS ‘. ‘A'YEARS- : 7 f 4 YEARS
|  BEFORE 'BY-PASS .4 YEARS AFTER BY-PASY

No. = No.
Pﬁblic House 11 2
Restaurants 8 ' 2
Retail.Food 11 4
INewsagents 6 1
Jewellers 3 2
Drapery & Boutiques 14 12
Chemist ‘ 4 1
Petrol pump 4 | 0
Others 17 ii
TOTAL | 78 41

TABLE 8 - THE EFFECT OF THE BY-PASS ON BUSINESSES

(Figures showing the number of businesses who
felt that they were/were not affected by the

by-pass)
CATEGORY N0 YES N0 CHANGE
Restaurants/ )
Take-awavs/Hotel 8 4
Public Hguse 11 2 9
| 4
Newsagents 6 2 :
Retail Food 11 3
Draperv/Boutique 14 3 i1
1
Jewellers 3 2
’ 3
Chemists 4 1 1
Petrol Stations 4 3
14
Others 17 3
Scurce ~ Naas Bv-pass Survey 1987
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o

JfASY therﬂsurweyr suggesit: uthe ; ‘general . feeling among

business“

Naas- a--more pleasant town to Ilve: in and. shop 1in,
are _pIans tobuddld anotherp by-pass at Kilcullen in

people ‘of the town is. that the by- pass "has made
There

future whichA_will divert Waterford bound traffic, Thisg

Wiy’ have:

through ~~the  town. . 1¢ is ho
E ped that. this yi
stimulatp the commerolal life of Naas. !

‘the PffECt of reducing further the traffic Flow

Further
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Some vague impressions of Maynooth.

Maynooth7 A place to live dnd work 1n..."‘

where 15"Maynooth? Somewhere on the western fringes of the
Great City where the suburban sprawl dissolves into . the rural
repose of an inflated v1llage, an in- between place, an neither
here nor there place. ' S

What is Maynooth7 A small, one street town that people seeo
to- pass through rather than stay in. But' a towh with two

universities (one ordinary, one Pontifical), and‘ a semlnary.

These three institutions more, or less occupy the same space. The
university is the hidden fringe of "this Jumped up village. You
enter the narrdow gates and it opens ‘up into an extensive
prospect: labyrinth and hidden garden. And of course there is the
obligatory modern annex, From the all too busy thoroughfare of
main street to this green and manicured space is no great
distance, and vyet it seems far. After all is this not ‘the place
of priests and prelates preoccupied with things beyond the
laymans world? : .

Certalnly there is a different pace to the world "in here".
On the one hand there is a pleasant quiet that is redolent of the
monastic settlement. ' (But perhaps this is more a product of a
cliched image than a4 realistic picture of what monasteries are
all about?) Counter balanc1ng this brooding qu1et ‘there is the
more brisk and 11vely tempo of people coming and going, walking
and talking; of animation and life. The town only has the heat of
life when it is entrepot and reception to the college’s students.
0f coursé this is the way any unlver51ty town is: the rhythm of
student life becomes foistered on town life. (There is anpother
Fhythm to life in St. Patrick’'s college, Maynooth:.that of the
clerical community. This very much :occupies"its own tlme and
space, and ' non-clerics seem but voyeurs to its cycles and beat.
It's rhythm is not foistered om the town. But this is somethlng
about which my 1mpressaons are as vague as’ 1gnorance can be.)

So much for the place what ‘aof the work ? In the beglnnlog

there was no llght. I would cast my garbled ideas " in a fast and

fractured Northern ‘brogue at a non*copprehendlng audience. Sooan

there was a steady streem of conscientious obJectors to the door
asking for refuge from, and explanation of, this unsolicited
barrage of words. An armistice of sorts flnally broke out towards
the end of the fxrst term and some’ peace of. mlhd settled on both
camps. (Or did ‘we just all- fall asleep”} ‘ The second year
students were the first to be condemned td listen to thls new
upstart lectufer, and they should be commended for thelr patlence
and tolerance. The first and third vears had to face a 51mllar
fate in the New Year of 1988. However, by then I ‘had learned some
tricks of the lecturlng trade and things dld not seem to go so
bad. ‘ '

' " The latter part of the first term was ‘enlivened by a weekend
fieldtrip to Dundalk ‘and the Mourfhe Mountalns.'Day.‘one'was;en

examination of Dundalk Bay and in partlcular the great diversitj

of bird life there. In the afternoon we' invaded the sometimes
sleepy (and usually not so sleepy) village of Bessbrook. The ocld
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*ﬁi”Iﬂﬁ;BHBAL_LANDscaPE ~_POST WAR' CHANGE

LS

“Agriculture ’in"WeStern Europe has undergqné majdr
~chdnge  1in’ the post-war period. Food production ‘was

tncreased in  order to reduce import hills and  create g

“greater self-suffiency . Agricultuore became mechanised and
“intensifed. " AS a ‘result. of  this intensification the
: Iandscape suffered at the hands of the modernising'farmerl

ENGLAND: A CASE STUDY

In the immediate post-war period the Agriculture Act
(1947) was passed by the English House of Commons, with the

aim of increasing agricultural production ‘while Cmwimimising

costs. These aims were to bhe achleved with ~the caild  of
government incentives and production control methods . A
"deficiency payment scheme"”  (Pacione 1984:79)  was

introduced whereby each Year a guaranteed price was Ffixed

for each type of agricultural produce.a quota - system was'

also ' estdablished and grants wore paid-  for fTarm

“improvements . These 'agricultural policies were further

reinforced when Britain joined the EEC.

Under the guidance of governmeént agricuitufe became

ore commercialised, intensified, mechanised and less
Tabour  intensive, The landscape underwent change to Cmeet.
the new demands placed upon it. 'Hedgeruws'wére'removed to
increase Ffield size, éspecially in the Rast of England, the

more arable intensive area, Hedgerows occupied valuable -

Tand area, were an impediment to machinery, a thonme for
pests  and  became difficult to maintain asg the numbers

employed directly in agriculture declined. Hedgerows "have
also  become redundant in  intensive dairying regions.
Strlp-grazing is now the general pracltice, therefare
'semilpermanént fencing is more effective, than the
permanent hedgerow. With an increasing ephasis on silage’

broduction and the stall-feeding of cows, fields have’

become consolidated adding a furtherp threat to the
existence of the hedgerow,

Hedgerows have archaeologjoa], historical and asthetic
value., They illustrate the system of landholding in the
past pgiving us Information on the lifestyles of our
ancestors, Study of hedgerows can give us an impression of
reglonal . diversity. Hedgerows -are also depositories © of
archaelogical remains, However as many of the hedgorows
have now been removed, mych information lhas been Jost.
With the removal of the hedgerows the landscape has been
transformed from g patchwork of small fClelds, with
colourful boundarijes into a monotonous bhomogenous continuum,
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Along with hedgerows,
general have c¢ome under

trees

galns "from " agricultural
planting of

destroyed. As a result

especially,

trees  and woodey

Increasing attack.u -80%
lost® "in the Enst.of England were desﬁrgyédj?
1964-1979 {(Countryside Commissiun.p %): The rolg|in,
in providing shade for stock, apd gIVJng_ghe Ja?gﬁcapi
aestetic 'Value; wére no longer xmportan% as Vghe_
production 1ncreased.=_
trees is taken place, to replace those alréad
the stock of _deciduous "{Fée§
has decreased dramatically., The vast ‘majority

of planting whic¢ch "Is taking place has been for econamic

gain. Coniferous forests

considered unprofitable

have

an

been = plarnted on'éraﬁd
y other agricultural (jgé¢

The regular boundaries of these green canapies have s$shown
little regard for the contours of the landscape and thus

often ruin’ many scenic
maountainous areas.

views especially in quandl and

Therefore, in the post-war period the Jlandscape of

England
intensive agricultqre.
hidden other benefits,
attraction,  which the
years through the
Conservationist there

as

has been destroyed by the advancement of mechanised
The -domination of agriculture has
such :

landscape offers. In more recent

actlon
has been a heightening of awareness

recreation, and tourist

of Environmentalist - and

of the "need to monitor more carefully the changes taking

place in the landscape.
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But 1is this a little, too late?
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POPULATION CHANGE AND IT'S EFFECT ON RURAL COMMUNITIES

One of the. most interesting features of Trish
Geography is it deomgraphic structure and patterns that
have evolved since the 1950's. Certainly Irish . poulation
trends which show a decline in the 1950's and 1960's and
growth {in the 1970's are unigue within Western Europe.
This fluctation in population has had considerable effect
on rural communities within the country. : '

‘ Population decline gathered momentun throughout the

1950s. This was the result of massive outmigration,

especially from the 20-30 year age cohort. (Table 1), This
denographic change has a considerable effect on the social
and economic of the community.

In the early. part of the twéntieth century rural

communities were characterised by | close-knit
neighbourhood cooperation network. This network broke down
#% the population of the rural areas declined, The

traditional extended family was replaced. by the nuclear
family and communal farming practices were replaced hy _a
more. individualistic approach, The social activitjés_ of
rural life, ceili, barn dances etec, also went iunto decay as
the population dwindled.

,  With the demographic decay services, local crafts and
industry declined. Due to the high  proportion of
outmigration from the 20-30 age group, the marrlage rate
was  Jow (5.4 per 1,000 In 1950). ‘As a result, fertility
and natural increase remained low. Low fertility effected
the number of school going children, and as the economic
threshold was breached, schools were closed or' amalgamated
giving rise to spatial djsrhption. Other services,
retailing outlets, public houses, Post Offices etec
disappeared as their economic viability was threatened.

These demographic changes were reflected physically in
the landscape. Houses were abandoned and fell into ruin,
agricultural land displayed an appearance of undcr  usage
with - a wvast quantity of weeds, rushes and 0ld " grasses.
Batchelors and spinster fHrmers were numerous.

As population decline was more marked in Cthe Western’

reglon a spatial pattern ‘of community change had ‘evolved
(Table 1). As a result Communities in the Western Seaboard
in  particular displayed most acutely the effecls  of
demographic decay.  The young and brightest’ emigrated
leaving behind an ageing and dying community. The conflict
between social and economic criteria hecame more acute,

The time period 1966-1980, but more specific In  the
period 1971-79, total population and change was +4.3 .
This was a huge increase when campared with the period
1956--1961 (-14.8) (table 2). Increases In population were
experienced throughout the country, but particularly in the
areas surrounding Dublin (Rildare +18.3, Meath +15.6 and

_.slﬁ.

Wicklow +14.5. ). . Population expansion was: the nornm
throughout Lhe 1970s achieved through natural increase “and
return, migration. The depéndenoy:ratinsuof=the'IQSOS ~andd

19608 were lowered due L0 an lpncrease In' Lhe snumbers af the
20-45 age cohart, : : L .

Agaln  this changlng aspect of the population had its
impact on  .rural societies. Many migrants .returned: home

from England and Scotland .with their  families. - The
population Chreshold rose placing increasing. pressure on
services, . . Returned migriants - had higher expectations
hringing -with them - new ideas. - Farming. became wmore

modernisead, housing developments took . er a4 more .modern
aspect, and wmore modevn conveniences were inlroduced into
the Iife of the community. = These changes(eg  the
introduction of items like Television) further threatened:
and changed traditional rurdl sctivitjes.

Another important transformation in this period was
the movement of former urban dwellers jnto  residence in

rural areas. In order to escape  the congestion and
pressure of urban living, theseo people moved. into the  wmore
relaxed countryside. This was especially evident. ‘in the
immediate envirans of towns ., The rise in Che demand for
housing Tlacilities lead to a "bungalisatian" of the
conntryside. With the intrusion and the dilfferent stlyles

of housing, the ~aestetic beauty of many rural areas - has
been  irrevocably altered.  Tncereasing pressuare has booeh put

on  road networks, Group walter schemes have bheen
Introduced, sewage and waste disposal has become a problam,
and Tthe conflict between residential and agricultural

land-usé has become more aggravated.
These new veuapahls of the countryside orignate  from
an urban  pon-agricultural’ backround and therelfore t1hejr

norms  and ideas are different to those of the "natives" of
the area. They are highly mobile and gentrally  morn

affluent when compared with thelp agricultural neighhours,
Their soclal acliviles have .a more cosmopolitan aspect,
with their Iinterests more varied and widespread.
Economically they contribute to f(he community by craating a
need for scrvices, both publiec and private. ‘However they
can  often generate conflict with the "loecals" as they try

to mould the community into their own image -  hence the
almost derogatory term -~ "hlow -~ ins".

Since the begining of the present decade, outmigration
s on the increasc again. The young and  often highly
qualifTied people are leaving the country in search of
suitable employment over secas. Treland Js exprricncing  a

brain-drain with one of the country's wmoest important
assels, the " young- educaled” disappeaving.This new tide
of migration 1is again going to effect the life and

activities within communitiecs boll urban and raral.
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deal In“'COHCIUSIOn"poP”]atjonfcha"Ee does not ‘exclusively

deal with ‘natural increase, but also, with net migration, _ Aois { Age 26 90‘ PR
Decline jn ‘population wasg f_el-t-rthrougbout-the- country ‘in ' 83+ ' Greasan an Daonra
the “1950s - and 19603, barticularly ip countieg: Leitrinm, ' ‘?_':: a Population Structure
Mayo, Donega], Kerry and Clare. This décline “has had 7 P 1961
adverse effects on rural Communities, both demographically, o :
causing  population Imbalance soclally, A8 ‘customs and o4 .
culture g threatened, and economically, g4g services are e
withdrawn. ‘During the 1960s and :1970s dye Lo imprnving :
economic conditions, bopulation -Increased, Dependency a4
ratios - were reduced, the predsure on services increased anpg )
the social Composition or the countryside changéd:-‘With M
continuing - fluctuating population Tevels “one :gan only #
expect the conflict ang change to continue. o ; i x
l : BIBLIOGRAPHY
K . . _Census or POpulation_IQBJ
; Hodge, T, o Rural Development ang the
| ' ' Environment
| B .
Dufty, p.Jg, - ~ "Planning problens in the
' Countryside"® in . Breathnach,p.
‘and'Cawley,M. Change and Deye-
ment in Rural Ireland
1985 ' ‘
| Paclone, M. , Rural Geography

. London 1984_;
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THE. GEOGRAPHY OF IRISH SPEAKERS IN MODERN IRELAND

Coast  of

“Southern ana wvhfprn :
residual

Waterford, are

‘Dispersed 'dlong the .
Ireland "fros’ Donegal to county

Irish-speaking  areas known accumlately as the Gﬂeltadht.
Relics of a once viable and much larger culturval community,
those reglions now exlst as "survival pockets® thal prescrve

Jdanguage and ciltuce of the TIrish race,
The = populdtlon of  Western Treland a lillle wmore ‘than &
century ago, xvevdvd one  and a hal? million, and. Ethe
deltaoht‘ covered almost one third of this. But dlsrnptlvv
Incur'sions by the British, aloug wilh neglect and, omission

the "distinctlve

on the parf of tho home governmenld, huyé tedurpﬂ it to 4
shpiveled reémnat that «covers only ~ahout, 6% of the
cotntry's S territory,. and holds 1035',_thnn 3% of  Iis.

populatjon (Map 1)L

No large scale maves were made to "Save the Gaeltacht"”
until “1956, ‘when the government avowed Chal the community
Wds  ob  the margin of extinction. Thanks to a prograin  to
re-establish the Trish languape and to notrish a slronger
national idhntjty,.tho ¢ areas have to be roegarded as “Our
Yink with ~ the past and Che repository of ‘our .cultural
heritage” (Kearnes K.1974). Now their preservalt ion so binds
the Irish government that an aura of crisis is  cvident,
The gravity of the situation s underp -seored by the caution,
further and more drastic in{erventinn by thé

that withont r _
state  "the Gaeltacht will have almost pnllto]y vanlshed by

the year 1990" (Kearnes K. 1974). It is definite thit iho
sltruggle to ~save the ianltatht'from extinetion transcends
tHe singuldr ‘effort to sdve & mlnnrlty culture. Tt has
acquired great and ronspicuous national sjipnificancoe, hp:up
promulpgated as ‘onoe last slender (hanve...,.to uiido LHe
harm that has been dope and to prescreve for  our childroen
Lhi very ethos of the state"(Kearnes kK. 1874). To a large
extent sirvival of the GaeltachlL has become synonymouns wilh
the power of retaining of the dbétjnuﬁjve Trlish National
Character. - ‘ o | . o

Despite  the decline of the Trigh tanguage, Treland has
always treasured " it, for It is our Tore-fathers tongue in
which wuch of the Irish Cultlure and tradition is expressed,
But' c¢enturies of British guardianship Tand . protection
e&tahljshed Irish as fhv',JHQUdgo of caltural and .cconomic
backwardness, Whllc anllsh was offici ally reyardod a8 Lhe
]anLUdge af pIUPtP and advance. With the arrival  of
1ndeppndﬁnr huwovvr, the attitude Loward the 'mﬁth03
tonguv W s 1vvﬁrlvd'hhrupt1y, as LL was drawn on Lo  foster
prith* annnlg a people trying Lo carve Lheir pItWh‘LPIMInPd
deLu. Recause,  lrish obtruded . as the one. remaining
distinet sym;nl_ln'a country swallowed hy British cnlture,
It came to be particularly revered and venerated, Tt is In
thls historical ¢ontekl thal the role of LUhe Irish -
speaking Gacltacht can be most clearly comprebhended,




The, @]ysiq,}of- the. Irish Janguage 1s. . bhaseg upon
censuaf*ﬁat Lot When “it romes to“a mlnorlty language, the
Census - “data can be ambivalent . In this country the census
has been based on questions, "Their abllity to  speak,
write and _read‘ the Irish ]angudge " These ques tlons_ are
dSde about every pp son over threg years of age. |

Another‘ problem arising fron this method, 1g that
there 1s a vast qualitatlvp dlfferenoe in llngUIStlb bkll]b
that cannot be’ examined in atatisti . for examp]e whefher

one has the abJIJty to cnnverse about the weather or the

ability to - discuss op everyday tnplcal and political
matters, However in this census tbere is no dlstlnctlon of
quality in .the spoken language The number reiurned tu the

census  datag ‘has increased from 040 L 000 In 1928 to 1.1
million 1{n 1981, repre senting 19% and 32% of Lhe populatlon
respectively. Out of 1.1 million, 5@ , 000 lJve 1n.pff101al
gaeltacht areas, which represents a very small pefrentage
Most gaeltacht have an 85% Population or IPJ&h*SQPdkPPb
with two exceptions, Mayo and Meath,. Through the work . 0T
the congested  dig triot board part of the popu]dtion was
transplanted from fthe west  from poor land to Lhe more
fertile Jland In Co Meath, Betwepn Maynooth, KIICOLk and

Athboy many settlerg treated a Gaeljo apeak]ng uommunlty kn
"Rath Cairn".

At present only 2% of the national populatlon ]fve in
Gaeltacht areas, whereas in 1851, 33% lived there, " Since
then there hag been a retre at_ in ‘the ‘Trlahnspvaktng
language . At bresent there is a larger cnnrenTPatjon nr
people who &pﬁdk Irlsh in Dublinp and LDID ter. | This
reflects the uumpulsory teaching or Trish in hool& “and
making a kKnowledge of the Irish Ianguage a pr@requl tte fdr
public s¢rvice emp]nyment

Depopula ation has been the most persistent enemy of the
Gatltacht. While the Population or Ireland has fallen by
about  50% since (4 1851 level of .5 mll]]UH that of ‘the
gaeltacht hag dPCPBaSPd by about 95%, From 1.0 millinn, to
only 70,568 {(Tabhle 1), Thils prerxpltous decline tg ldtgv]y
attributable 14 emigration, ope of ° the  most .salient
features or gueltacht 1jifre (Koarnes K. 1974}

Hlstorjcdlly 4'p90p19 were motivated ' to flae the,
dvltavht by thg economic oonquuenuﬁs of potdto fdMlﬂP
land rvduved to jnfertlllly, dPllchy of land renure. dnd

general uverpopul tion, Some' nf thesp forco care 'stlll
operatlive, but in recent years the Furpmnsi‘.cau% Hor
9migrdt10n- .~ ‘has - been 1nvonivatdb1y poor omploymnnt
apportunities, A survvy of the Galway deeltavht howed

that  2/3 of sovundar school Lhi]dren 1n19ndvd Lo omigratp ’
More than half of fho se who fdvored the drtion gave reas 30N
of employment, Yot more tha(.3/4 said they woulg remain in

the gaeltacht jr WOrk were avallabln'(Lurey n. & Kaldor'
D.1969), ‘

i

~36 —

"Another product of‘lemjgpatinn is th?; ht?ﬁ?
*ma1ﬁ>pefééntagd of-deﬁuudcntﬂg::Thﬁdpp(n((nr{ ;a &
n?{”“'ééltauhh 87449 pEr 1,000 as contrastid wilth 42
r}ghﬂgifor Iﬁelaﬁd.'[Citfq@”ihh':d]wa¥ G?¥1rqr?ﬂr?zpn
aﬁou&kfsz% of :tha:HdDu}ﬁFion d£§ ;g;ty 3730; e
UId;‘qg:%!“zﬁirgegﬁiz?5€£g;&;:v?rdchldroaf nur‘feav‘r‘rnmi
moré;ﬁt;dn bﬁl in sowme placés it had boen” dUthldllnv
affl}%t Uﬂ:.“ fn'pniut is an isolated village of 300 DUOpIp
Striglngwardhtwherﬁrrthere are fewer than a  doven poopte -
igtWegﬁL%hé’agec of 21 and 40 (Kearnes K. 1974),

) i  'J' oy thoe 7dﬁlldlht
i agric ural acltivities in i _
Basic agricultlura . s ! ‘ AaL
comprise mixn& tillage, dairy Farming and the iagsn(i 0!
) rlse | LR = b vent b e + o Lo -
sheep and cattle on commonages. Dghp]%h ;:S-LTI e g
the ( if ' ¢ pgaeltacht apriculiurs
econonle. life of tha g | ‘ 1 1 cLion
??e not encouraging. Tn-factl 80% of the Jand JT clas sAmn“P
i | agr : ars  nmountain, Ry
agrio al ar as marsh, bhog o; | ‘
as  non-agricultora. . g e mon
hi 1wstruct productive Farming ¢ X _
. actors that obstruct y g A e Y
hoe " antiquated techniques of enltjivation, and 1

’r i'Ul.l‘i.—--- ; 2 | N y f Lhea
93531 I%i?;‘*nf most.oplots {(Comm, on Resloration of
SMi B T A Lo ) 1 Al Ea i i)

Irish. language:1965).

o . . : . 0 pr e g raps and
The average number of agrienltlural acroes 'giylég e
' N } .~ [T " h ]
rasture) per.. pevson . is owly 12.7, compared wT Nogln lor
i‘:ilhd Most Tavms: are small and tnherently uanec o
- l . N o i \ PR . - \ )
LBVr have fewer than thirty-nine acres and halfl have
T DOA% Ly * o -1 el ]

" ¢ armers ¢onon
than fifteen acres. More than half of all farmn{? hdvf]f{y
.1;11 ]1nd title Sixty-Tour percent are more than f .
claarnr ¢ . . LI X

all ; 50 oldog
ears old; and slightly more than halfl  of jthns;“]t o
r', ‘;_‘ B ? . N . o . Lo ‘: i . . i_ . . . . JH .
'ﬁa;mvrq huave NU-"prdspnvtlves shed ey, as {? :i S
. S v - . 1. easonable Loo age
' 1 iiven Lhes facts, it is rease LLos
emigration. Given Ll . e bt o mEaune
Thai 'aprlcultnre -wlll. vnnl:nuu Lo glve Wdy'LU% ?;{JL poae
{hwt nffvr grealter remuneration and foture geLn,lry. - ‘“r
V ' ' o - i a ; Y , '
Fr;Ferential grant aid Trom the T.D.A dndthlﬁug} w{p o
Sd¥rus. Na Gaeltacht efforts have boeen mudgan #nuinqs  e
e al bel he 7 . - - - . ) " Vo N 3 glo
'naustriﬁl emnployment of the Gaeltacht and thus “help
| 18 bria qployment b
the tide of emigration,

- The Irish Governmenl feels that khf igrv?va}rpzlnrzgl
Gaeltacht is inextricably linked to gucue;;.“LnﬁéaéaJ._th:
comnitmenit ebanee. LFUP vvii?“;}yfrnﬁ|;;fisﬁihg. Tho

[ & b " = L . LA A &
““mmjtm““Fs h‘? bSS:nmﬁgiﬁigpﬁﬁandﬂuummitmnnt tpheld hy {hn
mUSt. efpitu?;;ﬂﬁd fLs languége is Tound in "The Resloration
f?vufoLnTriéﬁ Saﬁguuge. Because of Lhe impnrgfguv?::f higﬁ
-langﬁagﬁ as thn'symhol of Irish culture a program has 1

Tngli ' b
“ils 0 English will not
. - rd to restorg ils use, . v 1ol "
E?“L{iZid rather a syslLemn of bilingualism w;]l I_:l_l
dismisse rathe : _ b . ’ o .
eqtﬁb]lqhéd In which the two languages will be  use F
Ty [¢ 4 L@ :

. . 11 nrvival of
within its own domain. The plan depends ”niLhH(?“;V;}a the
- o ) e rsloratio e
3 Lac poas ot commission on the Rests ' e
he Gaellachl; as the R I r o allowed
'tljsh:‘langnagé admonished, should the Gaelltuchl he d[:,i h
il erish, ~Lthe "will- to preserve and spread thae 1';h
0 per s : - : ; “ahs /i S
1(;rtagc:'ée 4 spoken Longue elsewhere would probahly vani
language 5 4 8 : - g
with 1t".
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‘ A$ a resnlt a Progam to revive the gaeltacht. was
launched in 19865 with the creation of Roinn na Gaeltachta
which was empowered to.stem the population by providing
employment opportunities and essentjal“amqnjtjes_tuiimpbove
living conditions, especjally houselng and to” nurture g
more favourable self image - 4 feeling ofacunfidence-and a

‘sense of pride among the population. - oo
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A . R
"lK.I.D.S.r We hever knew Emmett was a Rhesus Monkey.
¢.f Harte o 5 ; ; —

ATMOSPHERE :
lectures —
ANEROBICS: d¢f. Jane Fonda.

i

Part of -the stratosphére often missing in

B i ) -

BTOGEOGRAPHY; study of all .the little things that
humans can't 1jve without, but Just love to destroy.
E - o
‘QARTOGRAPHERS; Geographers of the artistic nature,

<

CONDOMINIUM; Newly erected by Richard Branson and his
‘mates, :

D
URENDITION: Usually a form of water erosion but can be

a form.of brain-cell erosion caused by too many pints
of Guinness, )

Dr. DUFFY: Bungalow - Blitzed but he still manages to
keep going. i .

E

ENGLAND: Used to be a land of "hope and glory™, ﬁnti]
the Manchester field trip, S : :
EGOSYSTEM: See Flash

F

FRENGH FIELD TRIP: End of diplomatic relations between
France and Ireland. :

G , ' "
GEOGRAPHY:"Geugraphy is what geographers do" .- ag long
as you don'l call 2pd Arts students geocgraphers .

H '
HARTE : Fohnding Father of the "a. Drive" thunryj.not Lo
be confused with the "Hard c. Brive" theory.
HIGGLEDY~PIGGLEDY: Geographical terminlogy too complex’
for -any type of Plausible explanalion, . .
HISTORICAL GEOG: Geographers siving historians & reason
for existence. P e :

I

TCEfFLOW: Not to be confused with that which 1s needed
Lo keep drinks cool. ' T

INERT: State of mind hefore, during and after Geography

-40-

Practicals.

J ' | _
JET‘STREAM: More freguently refarnaq“ 3 ;thmimWﬂ
Percy at the Porceline.” ST, N : B

-K- . V . . :
KONDRATIEF CYCLE: Usual mode of transpopt i RARTY

geographers.

L : , ' ‘
LECTURE HALL: Large dormitory. .
LONGSHORE DRIFT: Movement of material along a
-may. be witnessed as students leave the Rﬁhsfi
attempt to walk home. B

M o
ﬁAYNOOTHL Host town to.one of Lhc.bpst unlversy'f.x
Ire}and ~ filled with people who adore studentsp{ji
M.U.M.M.S.: One of our lecturers keeping npdﬁﬁmihw; ;
ties, o : e -ﬂthL;
y . . o E T
NETHERLANDS: Unique country whoere chi ldr_eu- Téarn too
swim before they . .can.{ride bicyecles) walk. - R DRI PRT
0

HCEAN: Vasl amount of water that is tLhe only thing
ensuring that we don't become completely Amercican,

P . 2l
ER. PRINGLE: Small, furry, unloved crealure, One ol our
lecturers. . |

POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY:Five hypothesis, four pPages of
notes, three bhusijic principles per leclture, Lwn

nations, one island, and a partridge in a pear Lreo,

%UATHRNERY: Length of a physical genggaphy lppture on a
Monday morning at 10 OfClnqk. ‘ o -

R . o _ S | o
EAIN: Most vommon feature of the Trish climate during
leisure Lime, least common whilst studying for EXAMS

S ' '
DR. SMYTH : God-1ike mortal who “is head of the grography
department - Beloved-of all geography students.,

DR. SWEENEY: Not to be confused with "Sweeny Todd". Was
fed dictionaries when being wegned‘unto s0lid food -
they are still his staple diet .

T | 4 V | | 4 o
TRADE WINDS: Not be confused with the air flowing from

_,4'1“
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: UNEMPLOWED:n&t&behoﬁnLiﬁe withdut'wnrk-~_not to he

1 fM9KIg”ey§_econﬂmiCJQ@QgpﬁpT'l ﬁp@ﬁfes}~'hr3

Tconqued with history students. . -

v

i
o !

- VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS: No comment .

¥
Mr.

X

WALSH: Lecturer who could take no more.

XEROPHYTE; Plants that, unlike some students (and

lectures) require very littie liquid refreshment .

Y

Yardang: Ridge formations in clay and silts'runnjng
parallel to.the wing direutionu-ivery similar to the
?idge formation‘on.lectures foreheads caased by the
Intense pressure of everyday life. :

Z

Zeugen . Yery-slmilar to-the-yardang, and the only
geographical term found that begins with z . . ..

AIDAN’

SWEET SHOP |
| Opening Hours

Monday to Friday 7.15 to 11 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday 8.30'a.m. to 9 p.m. .
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THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE:REFLECTED IN THE HOUSE TYPES OF

THE‘SGbTH'HEATE[‘NOﬁTH”KILDARE AR§é; - L i

.. In "this paper, the intention is fo study ~the Thouse
types of the nineteenth centyry SnuLh_MnaLh“/quth_‘Kyldurd
arega, . As  this was an iﬁpnbtant”agchultural cveglon, the
house type cunder discussion ape related Lo the  particular
agricultural enterprise, Wilhin this agricultyral sector
the vaflqus;mémbersqupﬂ'dtfferdntjaLud‘by the size of  the
holdings they Tarmed, which refiectedfjtself physically iy

the  houses they , oveeupled and  their accompanying
thbUildiugs. L ‘ o e . .

- The houses of Lhe cotiier and of ihe  tenany Farmer
occuping ip tnfabout 6q acres, seem to have been one stprey
and often built of clay with a thatehed roof. They have
not "suhViyed'tu'any extent iute the presentﬁ The Tow, tht
remaln  are so highly, prized aud sought after that Lhey have
a value Far beyond that of the surroynding land and have
Gomao 'intowthe_hauﬂs‘nf’Lhc_more affluent urban population;
one  aald receuntly fetehing £ 55,000 outside Kiltale, Co
Meath. ' ' . B '

Thg?‘tenant farmer with over 60 gcres seems,. to  have
declared . this = fact to the world by building himself a  Lyo
storied dwelling o Lhe same basic design. Withlo  this
standard desfgn there were a lew variatlons, and the size
of the farm secms to have declded the varlation chosen Lo 4
very pvédjntahlq extant . t . e

My first example is of the house built by the 60100
aere  Tarmer.  This was the;basiq;twn storied house having a
rectangular Cstructyre with five windows on the Tronl, thien
on.‘the‘iuppcr:;}evel and two on the ground . level directly
under. th:putey twuwlnp wjudnwsaw_fhc;dmur.is_iu &he“ﬁpntmp
divectly wunder the centre top window. [nside fs thig honse
ordignally = there may were six rooms, three downstairs, thrge
upstairs each of the . three  exactly. ~the  same gize,
Orignally thece way have hee a ladder alang one wall o iy
from the centre ground floar to the centre top floor. This
s by now a navrow steep stalrway. To the two end rpooms
there are usually two windows, one on Lhe front wall  aud
one  on the back wall.. The middle room pften has no window
at, the back because the stalrs blocks off Lhis wall space.

The windows are almost always sush type, usnally, with o

single  large pane of glass in each halr. 'Thoughwthe  house

ia built of stonc, the;stahifng mnay Uriginally hﬂNF”=h“QH
mud  walled, thatched and single staried, . By wow the thatch

has  been  long replaced and the mud wall too have heon
replaced by the cement bloek, :

These. houses generally  stand exposed, wilhout any

drnamental;.qurroundiﬁgs. “The best example of this. type of
house dis to he found jp North Meath, where the Land was not
quite as  fertile and tended therefore to he given . out . in
smaller lots. '
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LG lﬁé fhext ahd prnbabljt “moﬁ type of house ig compartments.  Orne is the large working area whebe all the
that one found on the 106360 “hite. M. ' The frontal  view cooking,” washing, etc. - Is done and alseo where  a1] the
‘-djsplays:  ajmjjjar stru cture of Lhe prev;ously mentioned staflf  eat their meals. There are usually two smallér roams
‘HbuéH typp : However the depth ha$ Incereased to ‘alldw for off this large room. One is usually dl]vdl Llie "qupy"
th”’ﬁOWb oF " rooM$’{o Bé huils The windowa though still where all the milk, ‘butter, egpgs, etec. were'kept' = This

room’ was built fdc]ug north or novth east apqg because  of
The secoud I'fteile room dfF_ the Kiteher

sash typeé now Wi ‘have: usually six smaller deP& of glass : _
' 'each half“ The" ceéntre room Will now he ugéd pure]y as a L this was cooler.

halfwdy and thp stairs Pdthpp 1hdn bﬂing tupked away, will 1. was the " autry ; where all the delph, chita, table cloths,
beé a, fedfure ‘of the hall, the stabllng buil't’ of'stoné and f cutlery, eto. were always stored. Tu addition to the two
the ‘rogf: slated ‘The loft was jmportant for qtorlng corn o little rooms off the kitchen, there often were two more
where 1't Would be dry and could not absorp ground moistur : small rooms. These would have heey the maids bedrnoms
Looking at all these teunanted farms it becomes obvidus ' tha t‘ N | SumetimPs the maids bedrooms worpoe on the second Tloor ith
a man was al least as much respected by the gjige and number - aceess  heing gained hy a stairway leading djrvctly Fxnm the
of “ out- buj]dinga as by the ‘house iy which he IIVPd Thv yard - kitchpn These bedrooms would overlook - thv yards al cthe
or yards  became more a'feature, heing built clog LO' the back of’ the house and it was detVOI the _majds/gnvgrness
mdin dwelling' hnuap‘dnd fopmlng with it an integr&l unlt ' Job " to look after the children. at nmight time-jr Lhey ‘cried
The  front of the' house will how have a small area Spf as ide ' or  weré - giock. The main bedlooms would always be over
for " ornament with lawn, flowers ‘and- ahrubs Tt will  Thave' Looking the fromt of the hous ' SR
been built some dlstanup from the raad; Thé drlveway was T .
gonerally nhot " fenced off from ‘the Surrounding fie}ds and' ‘ To be able to bujld and maintain .a house and  farmyard
ran to the reap of the housge rather tRan the Pront . _ : of the size,,just=desprihed, u'farmop would have . to. fapm
S hetween . 500/1000 acres of land.  This was not that uvcommon
The prosperity of the farm Was displayed 1n the numbet N in the 'Snuth Mvdth/Nurth Ktlddre area at thép_,fime.,' In
Of ite out bu11d1nga Ine tead of just one yard, the now 1. additiunlifu Lhoae largv'1endnted farms Lthere were Ereehpld
wa's two. - Thp jnnpp yard antaingd extensive stdbling For farms of  .a biMledI size. ‘The tendnt Farms WPTE'-ﬁTmh%t
the horses, milklng cows, ‘calves, ‘horse traps " Tuel” 'shed o totally, . though - not eXP]U&IVPIy. tenanted by Catholics
and lJVlng accommoddtlon for a ]dbuurlng boy or young‘ihanj where  as the freehuld broperties generally werpe Protestant -
All  of ‘“these buildings were TWo 5t0rjpd and built “5n & _ owned., Thou?h they might hunt ‘with - the same pack, buy. and
Square enclosing the vard. The older marricd’ wupkmd“ “often sell. c_ttle Trom earh othor and serve on local :rommlttnnb
lived ip small gate lodge on the fdpm, - mix _socially,__thpjr 'nuilnnk . wWas  very . different The
e o ‘ ' ‘ S ’ S A Protestant though nominally Trish would have. been  educateq
The' driveway -gpnerflly pndpd at this fnnef'“ya}h A in England. From boarding school he¢ may  have fgnne Lo
gateway from ‘this vard led to anathep ' apd hepp J the _ UHiVFPhity or - mere llkely the drmy,runming home only  ‘when
cattle ‘were ‘kept, each one tigd by the neck and- fod"the‘ ' : Lhe ""OTd"™ Man was on louger able to ran things®, Ry this
threshed cdrn thaf had boen 5toﬂpd in thp abunddnt lofiﬂ 1n' time  he ”wouldw,hquo_,dcqurrod a Ltitle  such as djo or
thp'_lnngp vard. ‘The untres hpd corn was a{ored thero als Colonel . . Theip houses are usually larger dgdln with ‘three
This "Back ' vard" would bsg ‘apain pnp]o&pd on four ﬂldps. by stories  instead ol two'ang:a basement or som1~bd sement. .
stone  wdlleq ‘slate sheéds op byr 8", This bdck ard was Unlfke,’the-)pathblic_tenant who keplt-his servants. OF T the

usudally cobble stoned  unlike the " gravelled 1nnerf vard,’ kKitchen —or at the back of the ‘house, the Protestant farmer
because the small stones would enter the hOOVEh of  the always housed them -in 7 basement.” 3 R .a; :
stall’ fed ¢ cattle and make them lame o b , B : -

roy

One, usually enters - one of ~these .estahIIshmenla by

These bu11d1ngq were bu11t onto the side of thv; house‘ drlving through A lavge - gateway,;.'orteh “bounded by
in mdtuhlng stone and §1drp usually sel bdpk‘ gllbhfly Ln semi- ~circular  stono wﬂl]s'wijh & pler at euxch end_and Lwo
give  an 1mpr9531un of & very ldrge and Cqmplpx unit g The cenlral pillars‘_frqm which the.gates-are.hung..--Qnmetimes
wall was us q]]y hd]dﬂb@d on the other side of the house by : the “walls are .about- 2.5 feet high on - tep of  whic h Ciw
an equally hlgh 'Wdll 34*often lopped WJ(h' ivy H; whlbh : railing of wrought iron about 4 feel "high. — = o

enclosed a viégetable | gdrden o '
Co : R S fo : All the houses 1 have described so far were ’onmplvted

One  or often two mailds were’ vmp10§hd‘to héip'Wfth"fhé in one building operation. Howéver in many cases thée housge
huusewqpk,_ Sometimes even g 'povernpss" was  employed to type was modifijed as the farm size ~Inereased  and. tho
ook after the children.” In thege: large houses the Kitchen : ~ brosperdity of the farmer grow. . One " such house is
was  always at the back of the house and the dlutng room any’ "Clonmahon House. " In Summerhd 1] Originally built {n
drawing roon were ‘HIWdyb overlonktng the Erounds at  the 1840, the house contained Lhe traditional two storey Tive
front of  the house Therefore the' dig tahce Tr'om the' window configuration, with the single storied ninthouses,
kKitchen to the dlning area is often quite considerahle’ , - By 1860 the narrow stajrsg had Lo be changed to 4 central

The kitchen jg by now divided into at least three : carving stairs. . Tg facilitate this mndiFIcation a,
leanto had to be built on at the back about:,l,5,'
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_highLL,,wa windqws'weré @hen made Ln,thé gable end.  About

1880 servants were being employed, so a .larger kitchen,
dﬁjyy ahd pantry was built on with one larger room overhead.

'ﬂ.ffh conclusion the above .ls by_no‘means' a definitive
description 'of the farm houses in the South . Meath /Nerth

'Kjldare,'apea, but it Is, rather, a description of part of
thé_cultural landscape of the area. '
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AN DOTGH AR MHAIR NA DAQINE I nGAOTH 'DOBAIR

Se¢” an cur slo§ a rflnhe Seah "ac Fhionnaile ar shufomh
Ghaoth Dobhair na o ' o o

“Ta” “Gaoth' Dobhair suite ar an taobh thiar thuaidh dd
Thfr cChonaill, a aghaldh leis an Atlantach, agus a chifl ag
tf11 foscafodh agus didean ¢ shraith slgibhté_ag tfiseacht
leis an Eargail. Taobh a'Leithead, ansin cuid sl1dibhte
Dhoire Bheatha, siar o dheas ukidh sin ta Cnoc na Foradh
agus nfos falde soir arfs an Mhucals".(0 sceal Ghaoth
Dobhair). | | '

Tugann an cuntas brea seo ar shufomh na pardiste colas
an“mhaith dhfinn ar an cinedl dit atd i nGaoth Dobhalr-dit
lom ghaothaidh, ceantar le droch thalamh atd brﬁite‘istjgh
idir na sléibhte agus an fharraige mhér. _

‘Caoran atd san chuid is mo do Ghiaoth Dobhalir agus  is
beag talamh olbre at; ann. De thairbhe chomh beag leis na
pdirceanna agus an- elbhir chloch liath bheith - ag gobadh
anios  tre® an chreffog bhocht thanaf, is f&idir a thuigbhed]
go: maith gur deacar " aon dul cinn ‘a ‘dhdhnamh R4 thaobh
talmhafochta de. ‘ ‘ ' o ' o :

Sa 14 atd innif ann nfl sdrdn do “mhuintir Ghaoth
Dobhair 'ag brdth ar anh talmhafocht mar sif beatha. T4 an.
mhot chuid ddibh  dg obair i dtidnscail ne mdéna, 1le
lascaireacht, na seirbhfs{ no ar an Screabdn. .

'Sna ‘blianta a chuaigh thart  agus gan mdrédn
tionsclaffocht 'sa phar8iste, cdn ddigh ar mhair na daoine?
Bh{ na daoine &g obair leis an fheirmeocireacht agus iad ag
ifarraidh  pigneacha a dhdanamh ar obait feirme taobh amuigh
den Phardiste. , ) o _

Tugann Paddy “"the Cope" 0 Gallachdir ¢ na Rosa, eolas
dhdinn  ar an dfigh a mhair muintir Ghaoth Dobhair agus na
Rosa . -8 . e e | : |

"The people of Gweedore and the Rosses dould .not
survive for dne year without their Eafhings‘from the Lagan
and Scotland”. (0 'My Own Story, Paddy "the cope"1923).

Bhi ar ‘mhédr chuid ‘do na ‘daoine fosta imeacht go
hAlbain, K agus chomh maith le sin bh{odh na paist{ ar feadh
trdimhs d8 sé mhI ar an Lagan. GnAth obair feirme a
bhfodh ~ar sid1 i nAlbainn ag na fir agus ag na mna. Bhfqdh
an obair a bhfodh le deanamh ag na mna chomh c¢ruaidh le
obair na bhfear.Bhfodh orthu  bheith amuigh ag tdgdil
phreataf, &g tabhairt bia don ¢allach, agus ag ‘tdgail
fodair, : ‘ o

Cuireann Patrick Mc Gill sTos ar an abair chruaidh na
mna’ ina leablar "Children of the Dead End"- .

"All  day long women_had to drag their hands and knees
through " the slush and rubble of the fields. The Dbaskets
which they handed after them were cased in clay to a dupht
of several inches, and sometimes when emptied of potatoes,
a basket weighted two stones. Pools of rain water gathered
in the hollows of the dresses that covered the calves of
their legs. Sometimes they rose and shook the water from
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their clothes and them went down to their knees again".

Na ffr 1 nAlbain bh{odh gach ¢fheal obair
feirmeoireacht chomh maith Je obafr thogala ar siul acu.
San "Report on 'Agrlcultural Labour'in Scotland" luaiteap

faoin obair a bhfodh ar ejul ag.na fir ar na fex:mearha i
nAlbdinn

- "The Irish’ men arrlve ear]y in the. del‘ for -pntaf¢
planting, takjng next furnip singllng, then early potato

ljfting and lastly the corn hdrvest"

‘Bhfodh an chuid is mo de mhﬁjntir Ghaoth Dobhair ina
gconaf' 1 dtithe ar a dtugtar "Bothies" agus iad ag obair le

feirméoirf 1 nAlbainn, s& an phrfbmh Ch{lb a hh le seo nd

go raibh na feirmeacha chomh soaite agus an LOPdS lompar

chomh ole sin nach dtiocfaidh falsteal go dtf an ob@ir at
na feirmpacha cfis ‘eile go raibh orthu an "Bothie"

d'usdid no” go raibh an cdras seo tithfbrht saor- -1 nalsce do
oibrithe ar an b fhelrm.
' Caide™ _an cfhedl dit a bh{ san "Bothie Seo"° Foirgnl h

a bhf 1ontu sr;ubal] corr uair a ralbh na leapacha go leir

i mér sheomra. pa rd&ir Paddy the Cope, bhf leapacha
chochain agus p1a1nggldf'mora garbha d'olainn ag na . daoine
le 11uf” air. Bh{ ait tlneamh ann agus ba ghndth leis na

h-oibhrithe ‘an bia a  dh&anamh reidh doibh fhéin ann.
Cuireann Paddy the Cope sfTos ar an Bothle mar;

Bothies were very d]sagreeavle to galn access to-many

of ‘them you had to ascend by means of a round  sparred-
ladder’ leading up from the byre or st ible. With a fire and:

qeml-darkness this place ‘presented. a very . gloomy and

decidedly uninviting appearance for any human bheing. to-

s]eep‘in"

Ach, caidé faoi na pfistf? o bheadh na palstf d?ich 

no” dha” bhlialn deag, bheadh arthu, dhul ar an obair seon "An
Fhostach'  ar feadh se mhf'den bhliain. - Go dti an Lagah - a

rachadh na pdist? seo idir ghasuf?f’agQ§ cailini.  Bhfodh
aonach ar an 126'Bea]taine agus an 12u SdmhaLp 1/ Leitir
Ceanainn, Baile na nGaI}oglach agus ar an tSrath Ran. . An

"Rabble" a thugtaf’ax an aonach fostaithe seo,

Cuireann Patrick Maci Gill sfbs;'ér. na h-aontaigh .

fostaigh seo:

"It was easy to know when the Omagh men came, for they
overcrowded an aiready big market. Most of them were fat,
angry looking fellows, who kept moving wup and down
examining us after the manner of men who seek out the good

and bad point of horses they intend .to buy A big man with

a heavy stomach came up to me...'How much do vou want for
six months'? he asked. Six Pounds', I told him.
'Shoulders too narrow for that money' he said, more tao
himself than to me and walked on". ~Patrick Mac Gill.
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s¢ an abair a bhTodh ar siu] ag né g%&
amharc indiaidh an beo stoc de,ghndth,cboml
obair feirme. Na callfn{ ar an dtaaobh -
bhéadh - orthu obair an tigh '_dhéhnamhﬁ L
chruaidh ag na paisti . seo agus de thuradﬁﬁgq ),
pafsti .ar "An Fhostach” ga‘nh bliain d'[“ha-g\s,_s'_,.j
oideachas. e

Is. leir mar sin go Pdibh gdvh dulne idir. ug dgu%‘
ag obair go crualdh le bheith beo i nGaoth Dnbha1r

chuaigh thart. Bh{ na tedghldjgh mdr agus an t,
gann. ; - Co '.'iﬁ'
.N{I-;anw saol CPUdldh d,nAlbainnrnu ar; an Lagahsim%‘ .
bheagan airgid ann. nfﬁs me.  Ta na . fBJIMPdPhd: \1qu
Lothain, Roxburgh,, N. Lanarkshire, Renfreqik Ayrqhine
Lanark. agus Ayr anois gan na hEireannaigh: Ta na. g]easna
ura, sna , palirceanna. .Nil ar an hElreannaIgh _imedcht a8
obair leis 'an"bhaile a choinneal rfbs nd. Ta/ ohalr %@
fail  sa. bhaile 1 nGaoth Dobhair. T4 mujd-i re’dr. ngh:‘iﬁ

maith an rud e _ o1,
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THE LIEEN.INDUSTRY - THE EXPERIENCE OF Co. ROSCOMMON

" By ‘the ‘end of the eighteenth century. Ireland had a

highly developed Linen Industry  with -a strong export
Warket . By 1758, 1t accounted for 80% of Irish: exports to
Britain providing employment throughout all of Ulster,

Connaught and North Lelnsteér, in addition to West Cork -and
parts of [Kerry. At this stage Linen was a domestic
industry, spinners and weavers worked in their - homes and
sold their produce at the market R ‘

The rapld rise of the industry <can in . part ‘bhe
attributed to the English decision to remove the duties on
Irish Linen.  The government in both London and Dublin were
anxious to encourage the growth of the industry and in 1711
the  Linen’  Board was established to regulate and subsidise
the industry Money was granted to establish bleachgreen,
knowledge of new methods were spread and pridZes for
outstanding work by spinners, weavers 'or bleéachers were
awarded, ' - B

As the demand for cloth increased, the Ulster Linen
Drapers found that they had to attend more markets to
purchase enough webs from the weavers, Linen and yarn was
brought by pack-horse on cart to the big markets by dealers
who -travelled around the small town and villages in West

Ulster and North Connaught. As well as purchasing 1linen
and ydrn, provisions such as oats and cattle were also
purchased, As a result the economies of Ulster and North

Connaught became interdependent.

Through the efforts of the Linen Board, attempts were
made to  establish the 1industry on a sounder foot in
througheout Ireland. The success of thelr enterprises were
hindered by the need to import and depend wupon northern

techniques, weavers and bleachers. A salution to the
problem "was sought through the introduction of prizes for
the cloth best suited to the English markets. The aim was
to attract into the trade  traditional bandle 1linen

weavers(bandle Linen was a c¢oarse cloth which was used by
the TIrish tenant farmer and labourer for the manufacture of
clothing). At first they was successful and many landlords
subscribed to further prizes. However, with a slump in the
trade in 1773, 'many of the weavers were unable to sell
their c¢loth and therefore returned to weaving bandle linen,
which could sell locally. This c¢risis marked the end of
the attempt to commercialise linen weaving on a countrywide
scale. (Crawford 1869 27).

The mechanisation of the industry and it's contraction

in to the «c¢ore "area of the Lagan valley resulted In a

serious loss of income in peripheral regions. Serious
threat also emanated from technical developments in the
Cotton industry which meant that the price of cotton
articles could undercut that of linen artlcles in both home
and export markets., In North Connaught, 1t led to the
total <collapse of the industry.- Weaving was now chiefly

Gonfined to the waking up of webs. for use of the pedsantly,'7
The quality of - the produ(@ doterlotdtvd aptd]y and " the =
looms fell into dlsrepalx (Cxawfurd 187? 43). Weavera;'
returned to ‘weaving bandle linen, whibh' requ|redr }1[1193.

ski1l -and  c¢ommanded a lower pxice ~ Howevar, .e V“"v'd?mdnd
for thls tYDF of L]oth dpvredsed : : ; i

The-'liﬁen' Industr", pldyed an lmporiﬁnt role _in ~the
furalV'economy “of County Rnsrommon in- fhv'_ldtv e;gh&uénlhi,
century and ‘early nineteenth century. As Lho ,écwndmy ar. .
the “county was 8o c¢losely tied to Lhe geonomy of  Ulster,
both _in terms "of Linen yarn “and provts;nn the;de«Ian 'uf’
the industry had serious reprecusions. Wlth]n the rounly-

the industry was Pnlhﬂbld stically PHLOUJdde hyiqume af the - -

majnr‘lldndIOPds, ander “the guidance of. the .. L:nvn_ Roard,

" From _examlnarlnn of fhe pdpers relatlnb Lo the Glrokesrown '

estate, it is ¢lear “how et]uusly thoy' rcgaydod the

1nduet1y.- ThruubhnuL Lhe 'Idtlbr ‘half. of the ,eighteenthffr

century, QOPresponddnbv'betwopn ‘the: SErokesLown esluié and’
the'-Linen board in Dublin were uumernub A hle rach green
was ¢stablished dt Stxukebtown in 1773 and ptPMIHmH_ were

received fronm the Linen board boLh Tram, bltdchlng and Cthe

produc¢tion “of lllnen 'Lloth Tho %t;okostnwn" market  was
carefully monitored with cloth . only of specilic leugth _and
breath.  ~ The name .and resldohco of the manufactures had to
be inscribed on the cloth admnitted for sale. Each picce of

<¢loth had to be measured and btampnd'by the ~ Scal mas[er

For neglncfjng to follow fhese guldllneh Lhe,.sea] master,

was liable to face fines of- betwevn 10--40 shillings, while
the ‘manufapture' was.  liable to a fine of 5 shillings FUI_

attempting to  sell faulty linen cloth, = SLrivt gurdltnv‘
werﬂ alao Jmposed on fhe purglnL of yarn ‘ -

Sone 1nd1¢a11on.'js'dlho glven of the amount uf 'linvn
cloth " produved, the thves pald and the wages earned by the
weavers.. In 1773 it is revnrded that 20, ;000 ydld% of ]iHOD
yari ware_.blearhed in the bleach grvvn al Qiuko stown. - In
1791, accounts “show thal £25 ]6 11d was paid by Putrick
Mahon for 721' yards 6T linen clnth {an dVerLe"nﬁ 14
shillings "per 'yard). Tu 1790 John Fooper pdid_ﬁ_;lﬁs for
weaving four cloths.(Ms 10 1286). S

The Pakenham Mahon Tamily als rentod oul lTooms  to
tenants on their estate. From examinatjon of the Mahon
rent roll dealing with the townland aof Fluunnhannun-

{(1810-1814) ‘eighteen tenants were listed as payjny sum of

11s° 4d pér  annum for tho reat of a Ioom - These -Le-ndnl0
were also paying rent for a conacre of Tand prnsumably far
the purposce of growing potatoes.

- . ) ) N . . . s o . - .
Desplite thig- evidence it seens | likely that . the.

quantity of linen cloth produced within County, Rosrommnn_

wa's small.The cloth waven in this d1slr1(t were. elther
brought by the Mdhonx themsnlvvh or sold at the markets ofl.
Longford "or Granard. Weaving seems to have hcen confined,
mﬁjnly to the product}on of bandle. linen cloth Whluh had
only “localised demanid. From the late elghteenth. fenruzy,ﬁ
there hdd not beeén any linen market within the uounly Up



.. to . this fime,one_ﬁad éxisted in-BoyLe, but this closed, dye

to competition of the more extensive markets at Sligo and
Longford. . In 1760, an attémpt was made by some London
merchants top extend the Industry in the county, A larpge
factory was built. as Castlerea to which a number of weavers
gathered, However, their skills were - 8o poor, and
consequently the quality of the produce $0 iInferior, that
the factory failed, ~An attempt to revive the later nmet
with a similiar failure (Linen Board 1817: 332). Therefore
it appears that the efforts of the Linen Board, even with
the enthusiastic support of the Mahon family, - failed to
establish the production of Linen ~tloth  on a firm
foundation within Co Roscommon. : '

'Howevef, while the County was not invoelved inp the

production of linen cloth the spinning of flax intoe vyarn
was extensively practiced. The Linen yarn was sold to the
varn jobber, who travelled from market to market bhuying
supplies for the Ulster weavers, '

The extension of the Linen industry into the
countryside was seen as an opportuné way of increasing

- rural - incomes However, spinning wheels were scarce and

women often- had to walk miles In order to obtain one. In
17986, the trustees of the Linen Roard operated a scheme by
which premiums were paid to those growing flax. A premiunm
was awarded according to the area the claimant sowed in
flax. Thus, for every rood of flax planted a free spinning
wheel  was obtained. As a result of this scheme, a claim
for 3,841 spinning wheels were received fron County
Roscommon ., The wvast majority of the claimante were for one
spinning wheel, signifing that the majority of the
claimants sowed no.-more than one rood of flax. Fig 1 shows
the distribution of claimants for spinning wheels ip 1791,
As can he seen the distribution was spaclially selective
with major concentration in bhoth the mid-east and- mid-west
of the county. A number of reasons can be attributed to

this concentration. Firstly we can see the fnfluence  of
the landlord in action, The concentration In the mid-east
of the - County is likely to be due to the influence of the
Mahon family whose estates included much aof this area. The

concentration of spinning wheel claims in the mid-west is
likely to have bheen influenced by the Sandfordrfamily, who
controlled much of the land in the area, and who were
actively involved in promoting  the Linen industry,
However, perhaps a more important reascn for these
concentrations 18 linked the land quality and bPopulation
distribution. County Roscommon had long been renouned faorp
its grazier enterprises, Arthur Young in 1778 reportsa "A
great part of Roscommon particularly fronm Athlone to Boyle,
30 miles long and 10 miles broad is sheep-walk. , .. the
farms rise to 3,000 acres, few .  are  under 400-500
acres"(pQIS). Owning to the sjize of these farms the areas
they occupied were Sparsely populated. However on areas of
less fertile land the population djstribution Was
considerably more dense. -These were the areas of small.
farmers were subdivision was rampant. Flg 2 gshows the
distribution of population in 18471. (1841 census is used

as the data is mdre-extensive and accurate Fhan FPQ luenﬁys
material available for earlier yegrs.! Wg JmmgildFety h??ﬁ
observe a concentration of populatlonlln the‘m%(—§a§. xhp;1
¢tlosely correlates to the concentratlon-of bplnn}qgil‘ {iﬁ
claimants. The 1land here is less fertile apd. 1d3 o tﬂé
flooding. " The apparent sparcity of pupuldtlo?i'in mj;
mid-west is misleading. If we stgdy th? land g$d ;:z hoiL
(fig 3) we can see that much of this region i% -f%q~?éd- %6
As a result the habitation would have bgep xes,tft".wou{d
the edges of the bog and therefore population dena{ y‘ oul
be far more concentrated than the mﬁp (f}g 2) su§g?d.;é
This information gives us an insight into those involve

the spinning of yarn.

Ar great problem facing the yarn businegs) wa§ lE?e
irregularity of the bringing of the produce to thc.F m?F;sé.
From the extent of the county and the. numbgr 0 , ‘d ih;
amounting to 90 each year, it was impossible. Toi .

inspectors to detect and prevent frauq. These f?trs
attracted an average of 50 buyers exclusively fur. ydln%
Mr Peter Bernard, who undertook a tour of inspection of

the provinces on behall of the Linen Board in 1817,'praJ§e?
the efforts of the Sandfords in trying to vregulate - and

improve the sale of yarn, An enclosed linen market ha?
hoenr established at Castlerea, with a parlicular h?u;':o
sale appointed, and ‘a systen developed to achieve

regularity in the examination of the yarn for sale (Linen
Board 1817),

Masons Parochial Survey {1813) comments. 0?1‘ftg
advantages derived from the spinning of yarn. th? 1F8$hp
to the parish of Kilmore he comments thét thergeople Ollrp"
area dressed in a style superior to thelr station 12)3.1.£6
This was particularly true of the females who wg?e oznnfrom
be very fashionahle in their dress. The monéy Edrﬂef Lo
spinning of flax allowed  them to. purchase or??Tél fﬁ
clothing which ordinarily they would have been unahle !

afford,

The decline of the linen industry was‘signjfied b¥ t%ﬁ
decline in the amount of flax being'sown, in the am9u¥:vf;;
linen being presented for sale and in a worseni?g‘nf Loﬁng
standards, Wakefleld (1812) comments, on the'largs a]wPld
of Tflax being cultivated, however hy 18?2, wr?? ‘ enf
visited the county there was no more than a Tew patuggs:igy
flax to be secen scattered thinly throughout Fhe\cou? yiéveﬁ
this time sufficient yarn was not been spun to supply ¢ ta
the local demands.

Evidence accumulated by the Poor Law Inquiry -(1836)

- . H Of
gives us an impression of consequences of the decline i

the linen industry. A Mr.Gaffney - 1In 1h§ pa?isgévzg
Kiikaevan states "while the linen industry lasted, : v
knew & man afrald of his landlord.

would spin enough yarn against the next

then he wmight defy the landlerd hut all that _ has:.gonal

(B.P.P.1836 Appendix A :127). In the parish of Ki???“?9¥;f-
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trade . Corn, oeats and wheat, especially from  tier

M w ell a weaver states that he could earn no more
athe K y around Stokestown were transported northwards, The

than 8 pence per day from weaving, and this lasted for §J
about 3 months in the year. 1In contrast, eighteen years ] eggs and

iy
bacon were also important . P

previously he <could earn as much as 3 shillings each day . ' . . U
all year round. In the parish of Kilkeevan, it was Therefore, we can seo that‘the linen Indusitpym ;
reported that females ten years previously could earn 5§ Roscommgn was only. paﬁt of tpe_egun?my of  that county;
pence per pound of yarn spun. This had dropped to 2 pence : which in-turn was 1nt§gra§ed into thﬁt of Ulster, As ovab
by the 1830s, and even at this level, there was only enough : be expected the mﬂ“hﬂ?JSﬂtlonla“d consequent contraotdon: gl
employment satisfy one in fifty (B.P.P. 1835 Appendix A i the linen 1ndustr¥ in Lthe early nineteenth century, had
1127) . serious repercusions. Not onlyl Was an - important
; supplementary income lost ?y the decllnellﬁ the demang for .

In the town of Boyle Weld (1832) reports that : yarn, but.lost also was an‘lmpoytant pr?v1§1ons mark?t*'Thﬂﬁ”““5
shopkeepers were complaining about the stagnation of : the decline of the linen industry had serious dmplications
commerce, They relate this stagnation of trade directly to ‘ For Lthe whole of the counfy, from th? small t?gdnL .fapmgpl :
the decline of the Linen industry which had greatly . through to the larger grazier farmer and the major landlord.io:

R AR

affected the spending power of the inhabitants of the area. : _ _
At Roscommon fair he states “I observed several women, with ; S |
bleached linens though seldom with more than a single S

piece, in their arms, which they sheltered from the showers
of rain, under thelr scarlet cloth cloaks, but it was a
painful sight to behold nearly the whole of these poaor
women after standing in the market from nine in the morning
until near six in the evening trudging homeward with their
linen unsold (Weld 1832) .,

Therefore looking at the accumulated information above
some conclusions with regard to the linen Industry in
county Roscommon can be drawn. While there was little
involvement in the weaving of linen cloth, the production
of linen vyarn seems to have been very important to the
economy. The spinning of linen yarn was Important as g
form of supplementary income for the small tenant farmers,
It was primarily a female Occupation, therehy allowing the
males to continue with their agricultural activities. The
production of linen yarn seems to have been confined to the
small farm areas of the county, where the fertility of the
agricultural land was poor and where subsistence tillage
was the main agricultural enterprise. The industry was
important in that it led to an increase of living standards
and consequently the value of land increased, resulting in
higher rents and greater competition for land,

The linen industry in Roscommon was part of the
integration of the economy of North Connaught into that of
Ulster, It supplied the Ulster drapers with the raw
materials attracting vyarn Jobbers south to buy supplles.
Perhaps equally important was that these jobhers also

bought food supplies. Therefore Roscommon became invelved
In  supplying Ulster with necessary provisions. As the
farmers -of Ulster concentrated their energy on the weaving
of linen «cloth, the production of food declined. As  a

result Ulster became an important market for the grazier
farmers of County Roscommon who supplied {t with cattle and

sheep. This is also true of other areas of North Connaught
as documented in the 0' Hara papers (Ms 20,397). The
rising living standards in Ulster led to an increase in the
prices VLeing obtained by the grazier farms. Even the
smaller farmer became involved in this inter-regional
~54- 55
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