Enhancing student learning via assessment

Research tells us very forcefully about the importance of assessment in higher education. It shapes
the experience of students and influences their behaviour more than anything else. Therefore we
should look to our assessment methods if we want to improve student achievement and
engagement. Higher education assessment practice has proved surprisingly difficult to change,
made all the more difficult by increasing class sizes. How can we use assessment to engage students
and promote learning without creating an undue workload for staff? What approaches can be used
to involve students in their own assessment, while at the same time directly supporting their
learning? How can assessment work effectively for diverse students and 21* century learning
outcomes? This workshop presentation will draw on current research to consider these challenges.
It will particularly focus on lecturer-friendly examples of integrating teaching, learning and
assessment. It will provide an opportunity to discuss the challenges of, and share pragmatic ways, of
providing feedback on progress which is essential for student learning and engagement.
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