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national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

Third Arts: 2021-2022
First Semester
	Lecturer
DR IAN SPELLER
	Module code HY 316
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two  *


	Module title
MILITARY HISTORY (methodologies and contexts): 

MARITIME STRATEGY AND NAVAL WARFARE IN THE 20th CENTURY


Module content: 
This Elective will explore a sub-discipline within the wider discipline of military history, examining maritime strategy and naval warfare in the twentieth century. It will introduce students to the theory and practice of naval warfare and will provide a thematic exploration of the subject area, using relevant historical case studies to explore ideas about maritime strategy and naval warfare.  
The module will require students to engage with concepts and theories of military history and maritime strategy and to employ these in order to explore the conduct and consequences of war at sea (and from the sea) in the twentieth century – with a particular focus on the period 1900-1945.

The module does not attempt to provide a comprehensive history of the entire period but instead uses selected case studies to explore ideas about naval warfare. These case studies will include an analysis of war at sea during the Russo-Japanese War, the First World War, the Second World War and in a range of other conflicts. 

Students are required to attend ALL lectures and to undertake additional reading in their own time.
Form of Assessment 
Two-hour end of semester examination:
100%
Module Structure:

This module is based on two x one-hour lectures each week plus recommended reading undertaken in the student’s own time.
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2020-21
First Semester
	Lecturer

DR LEWIS DEFRATES
	Module code HY 341
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

American History Elective (A)
The Long History of the Black Freedom Struggle, 1865-1975
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Module Content

As the uprisings of summer 2020 starkly demonstrated to observers and participants around the world, the struggle for racial equality in the United States of America did not end in the 1960s. However, as this module will make clear, it also did not start then. This class will consider the history of protest undertaken by African Americans against racial injustice in the United States since the Civil War, from Reconstruction to Jim Crow, through the ‘classical’ period of the movement, to the rise of Black Power in the 1970s. 

Loosely structured around one of the key debates within American historiography over the past two decades, regarding the validity of the “Long” Civil Rights movement as a framework for historical analysis, students will debate the causes and legacies of various moments of struggle and analyse a range of primary and secondary sources. Students will consider the shifting nature of protest according to geographic context, from the differences in the cultures of resistance that emerged in the Mississippi Delta and Harlem, New York in the 1920s to the numerous transnational solidarities that sustained the movement from its very inception. We will discuss the characteristic and contradictory features of the movement by taking a holistic approach to its constitutions, paying attention to cultural and artistic production as well as more narrower conceptions of protest and political change. By the end of the module, students will understand the successes, failures and ambiguities of the civil rights movement in its many iterations. 

Module Aim and Objectives:
In addition to gaining a greater understanding of over a century of conflict over the issue racial inequality in the United States, this module is intended to develop students’ skills as historians and researchers. Students will participate in class discussions, offer presentations on a particular topic using primary and secondary sources, and compose a long essay.

Module Structure:

24 contact hours in the form of one-hour seminars, delivered over 12 weeks. 

Form of Assessment

In-class assignments/tests 




40%




3,000 word essay, deadline Tuesday 4 January 2022

60%
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2021-22
First Semester
	Lecturer

PROFESSOR TERENCE DOOLEY
	Module code HY 351
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title:

THE IRISH COUNTRY HOUSE: RISE AND CONSOLIDATION, C.1720-1845


Module content:

This module begins by providing an in-depth examination of the reasons for the construction of Irish country houses from the beginning of the Georgian era. It introduces students to various architectural styles, the architectural evolution of houses over time, the development of demesnes and planned landscapes, and estate towns.  
It then focuses on estate management, the role of land agents and others, the annual running and upkeep of country houses, estate income and expenditure. It then moves on to look at these houses as centres of power from which emanated the political elite at local and national levels. Most particularly, it looks at the social life of the families who inhabited them, the leisured lifestyles they lived, education and marriage, sport and entertainment. Also, it examines life downstairs, what it was like to have been a servant in a country house or an estate worker.

Students will be familiarised with the primary sources which are available for the study of all of these aspects of big house and landed estate life in Ireland, how to locate them and how to assess their strengths and weaknesses.
At the end of this module students should have an in-depth understanding of Irish country houses and their histories; be able appreciate the social, economic, political and cultural contexts which gave rise to their construction and consolidation; be able to identify primary sources relevant to the study of individual houses and families; and be able to analyse and critically assess primary and secondary historical sources and present cogent, coherent arguments. 

Assessment
Book/website/primary source investigation (1,500 words, mid-term)


30%
Research project of c. 3,500 words based on primary research on topic to be agreed
with class lecturer:









70%
Deadline for submission of project: 




Tuesday, 4 January 2022
Special requirements (e.g., field trips inc. cost; special sessions; books): 

Depending on Covid 19 students may be expected to partake in one field trip which may have to be arranged for a Saturday morning. The cost is not likely to exceed €10. 
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2021-22
First Semester
	Lecturer
DR MICHAEL POTTERTON
	Module code
HY 387
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

TOWNS IN MEDIEVAL IRELAND


Module content  
Ireland has a very significant urban tradition stretching back well over a millennium. The earliest stages of town development can be traced at a few of the larger early medieval monastic sites such as Armagh and Kildare. A new wave of urban growth was instigated by Scandinavian settlers – several of Ireland’s largest towns and cities were founded primarily as trading ports at strategic locations by the Vikings in the ninth and tenth centuries. The arrival of the Anglo-Normans in the second half of the twelfth century initiated another crucial phase of urban generation, with more than fifty towns being founded. A further stage of town creation was the plantation era of the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. Through archaeological, documentary and other sources, this module will trace the development of urban Ireland from the early medieval period through to the seventeenth century. 

Module aim
The main aim of this module is to familiarise students with the tradition of town life in medieval Ireland. Upon successful completion of the module, students will
( be familiar with the origins and main phases of town development in Ireland;

( be aware of the range of sources available for the study of Ireland’s historic towns;

( be able to recognise various surviving medieval components in the modern streetscape;

( have a good idea of what daily life was like in a medieval Irish town.

Form of Assessment

There are two parts to the assessment for this module:
a. one mid-term assignment (1,000 words; due November; 25% of module marks).

b. one illustrated project (3,000 words; due Tuesday, 4 January 2022; 75% of module marks).
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2021-22
First Semester
	Lecturer
DR RAUL CARSTOCEA
	Module code
HY 3004
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

FASCISM: A TRANSNATIONAL HISTORY
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Members of the Romanian fascist movement, the ‘Legion of the Archangel Michael’,

 marching dressed in peasant costumes in 1940 Bucharest 
Module content

In line with a recent ‘transnational turn’ and an incipient ‘global turn’ in studies of fascism, this module addresses interwar fascism as a European phenomenon, as well as its global entanglements. The module will move beyond the typical case study approach to explore the transnational nature of interwar fascism as an ideology and set of practices. We will adopt instead a thematic approach, covering topics such as the origins of fascism, its relationship to modernity, its attitude to gender, its engagement with colonialism, its genocidal drive, as well as fascism’s mutations after the Second World War and its relationship to the contemporary far and extreme right. Such a thematic approach ensures that, while covering in detail Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, as well as Imperial Japan, the module will devote equal attention to non-state fascist movements, avoiding their dismissal as ‘minor’ or ‘peripheral’. The transnational approach to an ultra-nationalist ideology allows for a broader understanding of the interplay between the national and the international in politics more generally.

Form of Assessment
Class participation




10%
In-class presentation




20%
3500-word final essay




70%
Deadline for submission of essay:

Tuesday, 4 January 2022
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2021-22
First Semester
	Lecturer
DR JOHN PAUL NEWMAN
	Module code
HY 3007
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two

	Module title

EASTERN AND CENTRAL EUROPE UNDER COMMUNISM
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From the ‘Monument to 1300 Years of the Bulgarian State’, put up in 1981 in the city of Shumen, a prime example of the communist appropriated national history (this statue depicts a ‘Khan’ of the medieval Bulgarian empire)

This module charts the history of eastern and central Europe under communism, that is, from 1945-1989. Due attention is to the role of the interwar period and the Second World War in creating the conditions necessary for the rise of the communist regimes in the region. We will explore the part played by personalities, leaders, the (communist) party, intellectuals, and the ordinary people in the establishment, maintenance, and eventual downfall of the communist system. In addition to the political history of communism we will look at movies, television, consumption (shopping), and leisure time and how they shaped the communist experience. What was the lived experience of communism really like for the average person? Why did the system last so long? Why did it end when it did? And what are the long-term implications of this time for the future integration of Europe? 
Assessment

1,500 word case study on communism and nationalism
(30%)

3,500 word final project 




(70%)

Deadline for submission of project:
Tuesday, 4 January 2022

national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2021-22
First Semester
	Lecturer
DR EAMON DARCY
	Module code
HY 3016
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

TRAUMA AND SUFFERING IN HISTORY: FROM RELIGION TO PSYCHOLOGY
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Module content  
Can we retrospectively diagnose trauma caused by human suffering? How did people ‘work through’ seemingly traumatic events? Do historians create historical suffering? Narratives of human suffering had a powerful polemical value in both the early modern and modern eras shaping identities and social memories of the past and influencing political actions. In this course, we will investigate the long-term emotional impact of colonialism, slavery, and warfare on ordinary people from the early modern period to the present. We will focus on topics such as Oliver Cromwell in Ireland, the Thirty Years’ War, slave songs and later black culture and consciousness, intergenerational trauma among Native Americans, and the emotional impact of the Vietnam war. It will shed further light on the interpretative challenges historians face when analyzing narratives of trauma and understanding the importance of culture and religion in helping people to ‘work through’ their trauma. Students will work both individually and in groups and will hone their research, writing and group work skills as well as enhancing their digital literacy skills by producing a podcast and website as part of a group work project. 
Form of Assessment – updated 6/9/21
Group podcast 




(20%)
Continuous Assessment portfolio


(40%)

2,000 word essay 




(40%)
Deadline for submission of project:
Tuesday, 4 January 2022

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND MAYNOOTH

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

THIRD ARTS 2021-22
First Semester
	Lecturer


	Module code GC313
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week



	Module title
FIRE FROM HEAVEN: THE RISE OF MACEDONIA & ALEXANDER THE GREAT


Overview as per Course Finder, July 2021
	
	To explore the historical facts and literary constructions concerning Philip II and Alexander the Great.

This module explores the extraordinary careers of the Macedonian kings Philip II and, to a greater extent, his son Alexander the Great. It examines their rise to power, and attempts to explain the reasons for their military successes, by which in a short space of time Philip had conquered the Greek world and, Alexander, subsequently, moved the boundaries of that Greek world eastwards to the borders of India. Though Alexander's life met a premature end, the consequences of his conquests were far-reaching both politically and culturally, as various local cultures blended with the Greek; analysis of the nature and significance of these changes is central to the investigation.
18 lectures, 3 tutorials


	Form of assessment

Assessment type

Weighting

Duration

Continuous Assessment

40%

University scheduled written examination

60%

90 minutes




Please note that GC313 is timetabled by the Department of Ancient Classics and may clash with core lectures in other subjects.
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND MAYNOOTH

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

THIRD ARTS 2021-22
First Semester
	Lecturer


	Module code SG354
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title
THE VIKING WORLD II - IRELAND


Overview as per Course Finder, July 2021
The Vikings were a major factor in Irish history from the late eighth century until the early eleventh, and had a continuing influence until the later twelfth century. This module studies the Viking impact in Ireland during this period.
	Form of assessment

50% continuous assessment
50% university scheduled examination (60 minutes)


Please note that SG354 is timetabled by the Early Irish (Sean-Ghaeilge) and may clash with core lectures in other subjects.
