Department of History

Third Year Special Topics  - Semester 1

2019-20
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the first semester. 

HY316
Military history: methodologies and contexts



Dr Ian Speller
HY398
Towns and town mapping



Dr Jacinta Prunty

HY3005
History of the modern Middle East



Dr Hussam Ahmed
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2019-20
First Semester
	Lecturer

DR IAN SPELLER
	Module code HY 316
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title
Military history (methodologies and contexts): 

MARITIME STRATEGY AND NAVAL WARFARE IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY




Module content:

This Special Topic will explore a sub-discipline within the wider discipline of military history, examining maritime strategy and naval warfare in the twentieth century. It will introduce students to the theory and practice of naval warfare and will provide a thematic exploration of the subject area, using relevant historical case studies to explore ideas about maritime strategy and naval warfare.  
The module will require students to engage with concepts and theories of military history and maritime strategy and to employ these in order to explore the conduct and consequences of war at sea (and from the sea) in the twentieth century.

The module does not attempt to provide a comprehensive history of the entire period but instead uses selected case studies to explore ideas about naval warfare. These case studies will include an analysis of war at sea during the Russo-Japanese War, the First World War, the Second World War and in a range of other conflicts, including the Korean War, the Suez Crisis and the Falklands Conflict.

Students are required to attend ALL lectures and to undertake additional reading in their own time.
Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
Module Structure:

This module is based on two x one-hour lectures each week plus recommended reading undertaken in the student’s own time.
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5
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Two


	Module title
TOWNS AND TOWN MAPPING


Module Content 
	
	This module first provides an overview of urban cartography in Europe from the publication of Braun & Hogenberg’s Town Atlas (1572) through to the state cadastral town surveys (plot-by-plot town plans) of the mid nineteenth century which made possible massive urban infrastructural projects such as slum clearance, street widening, new markets and ‘main drainage’ (sewers). Maps representing a selection of important towns in Europe, and (in particular) from Britain and Ireland, are explored within wider scientific, technological, political and cultural contexts. Who mapped towns and for what express purpose? How were maps used in the moulding and marketing of urban identity? In what ways did maps effect or enable change to the urban landscape? The module then takes maps as the starting point and key resource in the study of selected themes in urban history such as defence, religion, trade and governance. The module will draw from the map history of a number of representative towns or cities (such as Berlin, Bordeaux, Copenhagen, Dublin, Edinburgh, Galway, Jerusalem, Krakow, London, Munich, New York, Paris, Toronto, Zagreb) to which we will return as appropriate.


Module Structure:

This module is based on two one-hour lectures each week plus recommended reading undertaken in the student’s own time. At least one short piece of reading will be assigned in advance of each lecture (with links on Moodle) so that the lecture time is as valuable as possible; the end-of-semester examination will be closely tied to the lecture sequence and assigned reading.

Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
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	Module code HY 3005
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

HISTORY OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST


Module Content
This Special Topic will give students the tools necessary to think, read and write critically about the Modern Middle East. It will address the political, social and cultural history of the region from the end of the First World War to the Arab Spring.

The module starts with a survey of the Ottoman Empire that dominated much of the region from the sixteenth century. We then have a close look at the shifting balance of power with Europe and the rise of European imperialism in the nineteenth century. Next, we have a close look at how the First World War drew the map of the region, and study the formation of new states and their development in the interwar period. We then follow a number of key issues that have dominated twentieth century Middle Eastern history. Among them are, Zionism, Israel and the Palestinian struggle for nationhood; Nasserism and Pan-Arabism; the Lebanese civil war, the Iranian Revolution and the rise of political Islam; the politics of oil and the Gulf War. We end the course with a look at the unprecedented wave of revolutionary activity that engulfed the region in the early 21st century.
For this module, the main textbook will be William L. Cleveland and Martin Bunton’s A History of the Modern Middle East.
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based.
	Form of assessment

Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)



