Department of History

Third Year Special Topics  - Semester 1

2018-19
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the first semester. 

HY316
Military history: methodologies and contexts

Dr Ian Speller
HY339
Europe: Political, social and economic boundaries



Dr Richard Ansell
HY387
Towns in medieval Ireland

Dr Michael Potterton
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First Semester
	Lecturer

DR IAN SPELLER
	Module code HY 316
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title
Military history (methodologies and contexts): 

MARITIME STRATEGY AND NAVAL WARFARE IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY




Module content:

This Special Topic will explore a sub-discipline within the wider discipline of military history, examining maritime strategy and naval warfare in the twentieth century. It will introduce students to the theory and practice of naval warfare and will provide a thematic exploration of the subject area, using relevant historical case studies to explore ideas about maritime strategy and naval warfare.  
The module will require students to engage with concepts and theories of military history and maritime strategy and to employ these in order to explore the conduct and consequences of war at sea (and from the sea) in the twentieth century.

The module does not attempt to provide a comprehensive history of the entire period but instead uses selected case studies to explore ideas about naval warfare. These case studies will include an analysis of war at sea during the Russo-Japanese War, the First World War, the Second World War and in a range of other conflicts, including the Korean War, the Suez Crisis and the Falklands Conflict.

Students are required to attend ALL lectures and to undertake additional reading in their own time.
Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
Module Structure:

This module is based on two x one-hour lectures each week plus recommended reading undertaken in the student’s own time.
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	Module code HY 339
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title
Europe: political, social and economic boundaries
ELITES IN EARLY MODERN EUROPE


Module Content

The early modern period was once seen as a time of decline for traditional elites, as the very idea of ‘early modernity’ supposes the breakdown of medieval society and its feudal remnants. More recently, historians have found consolidation rather than crisis, asserting that nobles maintained and even expanded their power by adapting to a changing world. It has equally become clear, though, that gentility and nobility were not stable or closed categories but performed identities, whether through speech, gesture, clothing, building, collecting or office-holding. This module explores the political, social and economic boundaries of elite identity in early modern Europe over two one-hour lectures a week.

We will ask a variety of questions of groups that have left particularly rich sources, from printed publications and family manuscripts to visual sources and material culture. What were the issues confronted by traditional elites during the early modern period? How were gentility and nobility variously defined, and by whom? How open were early modern hierarchies to social mobility? What strategies were available to families and individuals to ‘become’ aristocrats? And how did these elites interact with the broader religious and political issues of their day? The module draws most frequently on the examples of France and Britain, countries that offer a particularly well-developed historiographies in English, but we regularly bring in wider European comparisons. National differences are afforded due prominence, but elites throughout Europe faced issues that invite a transnational, comparative approach. They provide an opportunity for a wide-ranging exploration of key themes in early modern European history.
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based 
Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
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	Module code HY 387
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

TOWNS IN MEDIEVAL IRELAND


Module Content
Ireland has a very significant urban tradition stretching back well over a millennium. The earliest stages of town development can be traced at a few of the larger early medieval monastic sites such as Armagh and Kildare. A new wave of urban growth was instigated by Scandinavian settlers - five of Ireland’s largest cities were founded primarily as trading ports at strategic locations by the Vikings in the ninth and tenth centuries. The arrival of the Anglo-Normans in the second half of the twelfth century initiated another crucial phase of urban generation, with more than fifty towns being founded. A further stage of town creation was the plantation era of the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. Through archaeological, documentary and other sources, this module will trace the development of urban Ireland from the early medieval period through to the seventeenth century.
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based.
	Form of assessment

Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)



