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Module code 
HY 224
	Credits 
5
	Lecture hours per week

Two 


 

	Module title: 

SETTLEMENT AND SOCIETY IN IRELAND


Module content

Ireland boasts one of the most abundant archaeological and historical landscapes in the world. It is especially rich and varied for the Middle Ages – from the advent of Christianity in the fifth century to the dissolution of the monasteries over a millennium later in the 1530s and 1540s. The fifth century also marks the beginning of writing in Ireland and the start of our documented history. Combining the evidence of written sources with what we know from archaeology and the visible physical remains of the past we can recreate a vivid picture of life in medieval Ireland. We can start to understand, for example, where and how people lived, what their daily lives were like, what they ate and drank, how society was structured, how they practised religion, how they dealt with death, and much more.
Module aim

The core aim of this module is to familiarise students with aspects of settlement and society across the island of Ireland from the beginning of recorded history in the early medieval period to the end of the Middle Ages. Illustrated lectures will guide participants on a virtual tour of the sites, monuments and landscapes of medieval Ireland. Using specific examples, we will examine when, why and how they were constructed, who was responsible, what it was like to live, work and die during that time and what significance this has in the twenty-first century. Upon successful completion of the module, students will

· be familiar with major developments in Ireland in the period c.AD400–1600;

· be aware of where and how people lived during this time;

· be able to recognise Irish medieval archaeological monuments and landscapes;

· understand the significance of the medieval past in the modern world.

Form of assessment

There are three parts to the assessment for this module:

a. participation (10%).

b. in-class test (25%).

c. 3,000-word illustrated project (65%).
Deadline Monday, 12 May 2025
Special requirements

Some of the classes will take place at medieval sites in and near Maynooth. There will also be one half-day Saturday field trip and one full-day Saturday field trip; for the latter we will travel via coach from Maynooth and visit several sites in Leinster. The trip will cost students €20 each. All participants in the module are expected to attend all classes and the field trips. Further details will be provided in class and on Moodle.
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	Module title
HISTORY OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE A


Overview  
This module introduces the history of medicine. The following themes will be covered:

· the structure and function of the medical profession, including doctors, surgeons, and apothecaries.

· Quack and quackery. 

· The professionalization of nursing.  

· the main medical institutions of the nineteenth century, including the hospital

· the dispensary- a local model of healthcare.

· the adulteration of food and its consequences on human health

· the complex issue of mental health and the treatment of the vulnerable in asylums.   

· Tuberculosis and its impact of the stigma of tuberculosis on sufferers and their family in twentieth century Ireland.

· The Contagious Diseases Acts and the feminisation of venereal disease.
· Eugenics.

Aim
The aim of this module is to introduce students to the developing area of medical history 

Form of Assessment 
Two-hour end of semester examination
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	Module title
THE HISTORY OF SUICIDE: A GLOBAL OUTLOOK
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Module content  
Ironically, before 1993, suicide was a crime in Ireland. However, across the centuries and throughout cultures, voluntary death has been perceived differently.  In classical antiquity, Lucretia’s death was interpreted as a defence of her virtue.  In 1963, Qang Duc, a buddhist monk, self-immolated to protest the Vietnam regime.  The Bushido code reserved seppuku for the samurai class, but it was re-defined when young Japanese pilots were coerced into kamikaze service during the Second World War. Since Emile Durkheim published Le Suicide (1897), sociologists argued that voluntary death is a soluble social problem.  Enlightened physicians declared it an act of insanity; today, physicians struggle with the challenge of euthanasia.  
Over the course of the semester, we will consider the value of cultural history as a tool for understanding this global social phenomenon.  Students participate actively in a series of in-class discussions, presentations of historical documents and oral book reviews, posting to a group website and composing an essay for submission at the end of the semester.
	Form of assessment
3,000 word essay 60%

In-class assignments/tests 40%

Deadline for submission of essay is: Monday, 12 May 2025
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	Module title
MODERN BRITISH ELECTIVE

SLAVERY AND ANTI-SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH WORLD, c. 1750-1833



Module content 
In 1562, John Hawkins captured 300 Africans from Sierra Leone, inaugurating British involvement in ‘the largest forced migration in history’ – the Atlantic slave-trade.  By the mid-eighteenth century, Britain had become a leading player in the trade of enslaved people, and slavery had become central to the Atlantic economy.  Forcibly transported to the British colonies in America and the West Indies, enslaved African produced sugar, tobacco and, above all, profits.  Vast fortunes were made on the back of the slave trade and transatlantic slavery impacted British society in multiple ways.  Yet, by 1807 the trade in enslaved people had been prohibited by parliament, and while slavery persisted as an institution in Britain’s colonies, this too was abolished in 1833. 

This module will explore the character of British involvement in the slave trade, and will examine the reasons for its abolition and its long–term consequences. Situating Britain within the wider ‘Atlantic world’, the module will stress that slavery was not just something that happened ‘over there’, in the colonies, but something that had real and tangible consequences ‘at home’ in Britain, and will address a range of themes, including: the middle passage and the triangular trade; plantation life and slave rebellion; consumption and the cultural impact of slavery; abolition; and the continuing legacies of slavery. 

Module aim

Having completed this module you will have engaged with key historiographical debates relating both to slavery and the ‘Atlantic World’, and will have developed a nuanced understanding of the multifaceted nature of British involvement in the slave trade and an appreciation of its on-going significance. In addition, you will have used a range of traditional and online archival resources, and will have been given an opportunity to develop your written presentation skills by completing assignments. 

Assessment:
1,250 word assignment 


25%
1,250 word assignment


25%
2,500 word essay



50%

Deadline: Monday, 12 May 2025
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	Module title
INTRODUCTION TO MILITARY HISTORY AND WAR STUDIES
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The module will provide an introduction to the study of war in the past and in the present. It will draw on methodologies of military history and strategic studies to explore alternative ideas as to the causes, conduct and impact of war. It will include an exploration of the economic, political, societal impact of war, including engagement with ideas about race, gender and war. In addition, a range of battles and campaigns will be examined in order to foster an understanding of evolution in the theory and practice of war over the course of the last century.
Form of Assessment:

· Essay: maximum 3,000 words (excluding footnotes/bibliography) chosen from list provided by the lecturer. Deadline Monday, 12 May 2025. (70%)

· Contribution to weekly Forum (online via Moodle) (10%)

· 10 minute Podcast. Completed during Semester. (20%)

Module Structure

The module consists of 2 x one hour classes each week, in addition to preparatory reading that students will complete in their own time. Students are expected to attend all classes and will be expected to prepare appropriately and thus be able to contribute to in-class discussion and debate. 

Learning Outcomes

On completion of this modules students will be able to:

· Identify appropriate methodologies for military history

· Critique alternative explanations for the causes of war and conflict

· Demonstrate understanding of changes in the conduct of war over the past century.

· Explore the impact of war on society, and of society on war.

· Examine key debates on current security issues

· Present their ideas in a convincing manner, with reference to relevant history
national university of ireland, maynooth
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5
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	Module title
THE GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION AND NATIONALISM


Module content
This module is designed to provide students with a broad introduction to the development of the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) towards the end of the nineteenth century and the part the organisation played in the development of nationalism and the cultural revival.

Learning outcomes

On successful completion of the module, students should be able to:

· Understand the context in which the GAA was founded and developed. 

· identify primary sources relevant to the study of the GAA and nationalism.

· analyse and critically assess both primary and secondary historical sources relating to the topic.

	
	


Assessment 

In-class participation







10%

In-class presentation







20%

Essay (3,500 words) on topic agreed in advance with lecturer

70%

Deadline for submission of essay:




Monday, 12 May 2025
Special requirements (e.g. field trips)

A visit to the GAA Museum, Croke Park The trip will cost students around €15 each. All participants in the module are expected to attend all classes and the field trip. Further details will be provided in class and on Moodle.
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	Module title
AMERICAN HISTORY ELECTIVE – YEAR 2


Module content

From Paul Revere to Frederick Douglass, Nina Simone to Nan Goldin, Americans have campaigned for change through art, literature, and music.  This module explores this historical dynamic from the eighteenth century to the present, investigating the persistent relationship between culture and activism in US history in diverse periods of historical transformation from the American Revolution onwards.  It will employ a seminar format, discussing a wide range of primary source material and academic secondary literature (primarily journal articles).  Students must come to class meetings having completed the assigned readings and other exercises, and participate fully in discussions.
Module Aims
At the end of this module students should have obtained an understanding of themes in US history; be able to analyse and critically assess primary sources; be able to analyse and evaluate academic research; and to present cogent, coherent arguments.
Assessment 
Participation








10%

In-class group presentation (digital assignment)



15%

In-class quizzes (3 x5%)






15%

Essay (3,000 words) 







60%
Deadline for submission of essay



 Monday, 12 May 2025
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5
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	Module title
HISTORY 2 - LAW, SOCIETY AND LEARNED CLASSES IN EARLY IRELAND


Information as per Course Finder, July 2024
Overview
This module focuses on the large surviving body of early Irish law, often popularly known as ‘Brehon law’, which was unique in medieval Europe for the volume and sophistication of the texts produced. The range and types of legal texts which survive from medieval Ireland will be explored, and a series of early Irish law tracts will be read (in English translations). These laws cover the regulation of violence; marriage, divorce, paternity, and sexual offences; social status and hierarchies; church-state relations; and much more besides. We will analyse how the law functioned and operated, and examine the status of the legal specialists who administered justice. The relationship between legal theory and historical reality will be considered and we will explore how legal texts can be used as a source of evidence for the workings of medieval Irish society.
	Form of assessment

Examination (60 minutes)

50%

Continuous assessment 

50%


Please note that SG254 is timetabled by Early Irish (Sean-Ghaeilge) and may clash with core lectures in other subjects.
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	Module title
UNDERSTANDING THUCYDIDES: THE FLOWERING OF GREEK HISTORIOGRAPHY


Information as per Course Finder, July 2024
Overview
Towards the end of the fifth-century BC the Greek world was embroiled in a conflict which lasted with little interruption for 27 years. This module examines this conflict – the Peloponnesian War – and the parts played by the principal adversaries, Athens and Sparta. Central to it is a close study of the Greek historian Thucydides’ account of this war. In particular, we examine the principles of historiography that he employed. On account of his methodology, Thucydides would acquire a reputation as the first scientific historian of the western world, a claim the module scrutinizes. We also, briefly, make use of other perspectives, such as those of the comic playwright Aristophanes, who enriches the picture, adding a cultural dimension by examining the impact the war had on the general population, male and female, citizen and slave. The module closes with an assessment of the legacy of Thucydides and his place in the Greek historiographical tradition.
	Form of assessment

Continuous assessment

 40%

Examination (90 minutes)

 60%


	Teaching & learning methods
18 lectures, 3 labs/practicals


For further information please contact Ancient Classics Department
Please note that GC224 is timetabled by Ancient Classics and may clash with core lectures in other subjects.









