Department of History

Second Year Special Topics – Semester 2
2024-25
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the second semester. 

HY219
Ireland in the modern world: the twentieth century

Dr Jennifer Redmond

HY2010
A history of terrorism

Dr Rory Finegan
HY2022
A history of strategy in warfare, from classical times to the digital age

Dr David Murphy
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DR JENNIFER REDMOND
	Module code HY 219
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5
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Two


	Module title

IRELAND IN THE MODERN WORLD: THE TWENTIETH CENTURY


Module Content  

HY219 examines Ireland as it transitioned from the tumultuous campaigns for land and political freedom in the nineteenth century to the realisation of these goals in the twentieth century. The major social, political, economic, and cultural developments that impacted Irish life in the nineteenth century continued into the twentieth. Ireland transitioned from a country that was part of the United Kingdom, ruled directly from Westminster to a Dominion, a Republic, and a member of international bodies such as the United Nations and the European Union within five decades. These political changes are part of the story of modern Ireland and the major figures and organisations who created such changes will be critically analysed. The module examines key issues such as the rise of physical force nationalism, cultural nationalism, feminism, the labour movement and the increasing power of the Catholic Church. We will examine legislation, parliamentary debates, personal accounts, newspapers, photographs, and statistical data as part of this course. As well as analysing the major figures, this module also pays attention to the lives of ordinary people, from the experiences of the slums of tenement Dublin at the turn of the century to the events of the civil rights movement in Northern Ireland in the 1960s and 70s. This course requires consistent reading of secondary source material, and students should independently read a core textbook as well as the recommended supplementary reading to keep up with the course content. The Moodle page for this course contains vital resources that should be consulted regularly, from podcasts to journal articles. 
Module Aim and Objectives:

The module aims to equip students with a broad knowledge of Ireland’s history in the twentieth century. An objective of the course is that students will have the opportunity to increase their familiarity with a range of historical sources as a result and the course aims to expose students to a deeper understanding of not just the chronology but the historiography of Ireland in this period. 
Module Structure: 

This module will consist of 24 contact hours in the form of two-hour lectures.

Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of this module students will be able to reflect on, and write critically about, twentieth century Irish history; have a critical understanding of themes in social, economic, gender and political history; use digital and traditional historical sources to make and understand historical arguments; and demonstrate these skills through answering questions on the exam.

Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
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	Module title

A HISTORY OF TERRORISM



Module Content
The phenomenon of Terrorism has been one of the defining issues in International Relations (IR) and Security Studies in both the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. This module will look at the evolution and development of Terrorism Studies that will also encompass the often-contentious nature of how to define terrorism. Encapsulated within this will be several case studies from the historical archives of various terrorist campaigns taken from around the globe.
Module Structure:

This module will consist of 24 contact hours in the form of two-hour lectures.

	Form of assessment:
Two-hour examination at end of semester
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	Module title

A HISTORY OF STRATEGY IN WARFARE, FROM CLASSICAL TIMES TO THE DIGITAL AGE 




Module Content

The module will provide an overview of the history of strategy from its classical beginnings to the modern age. It will examine key theorists, their strategic concepts, and the context that they operated in. The course will discuss key strategic thinkers, including Thucydides, Sun Tzu, Machiavelli, Jomini, von Clausewitz, Mahan, Svechin, among many others. There will be discussion of modern theorists such as Edward Luttwak, Colin S. Grey and Lawrence Freedman. Course content will discuss the development of strategic thought from classical times to the nuclear age and beyond. There will be discussion of how military strategy has informed modern political, business, and administrative strategy. The concepts of applied strategy will also be introduced. Key concepts will be examined using a series of historical case studies.
	
	On successful completion of the module, students should be able to: 

· identify key strategic thinkers and their theories. 

· understand how new technologies and the expansion of warfare have impacted on strategic thought. 

· display a knowledge of the key concepts of applied strategy. 

· understand how the strategic cultures of nations and institutions develops. 

· recognise historiographical debates and to analyse specific strategies and how they were applied in warfare. 


Module Structure:

This module will consist of 24 contact hours in the form of two-hour lectures.

Form of assessment

Two-hour exam at end of semester

(100% of total mark)
