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Second Year Special Topics  - Semester 2
2019-20
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the second semester. 

HY219
Ireland in the modern world: the twentieth century

Dr Jennifer Redmond

HY241
American history special topic (B)



Dr JoAnne Mancini
HY293
Europe 1911-1945

Dr Lili Zách
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	Module code HY 219
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

IRELAND IN THE MODERN WORLD: THE TWENTIETH CENTURY


This course examines Ireland as it transitioned from the tumultuous campaigns for land and political freedom in the nineteenth century to the realisation of these goals in the twentieth century. The major social, political, economic and cultural developments that impacted Irish life in the nineteenth century continued into the twentieth. Ireland transitioned from a country that was part of the United Kingdom, ruled directly from Westminster to a Dominion, a Republic and a member of international bodies such as the United Nations and the European Union within five decades. These political changes are part of the story of modern Ireland and the major figures and organisations who created such changes will be critically analysed.


The module examines key issues such as the rise of the physical force nationalism, cultural nationalism, feminism, the labour movement and the increasing power of the Catholic Church. We will examine legislation, parliamentary debates, personal accounts, newspapers, photographs and statistical data as part of this course. As well as analysing the major figures, this module also pays attention to the lives of ordinary people, from the experiences of the slums of tenement Dublin at the turn of the century to the events of the civil rights movement in Northern Ireland in the 1960s and 70s. 

This course requires consistent reading of secondary source material and students should independently read a core text book as well as the recommended supplementary reading to keep up with the course content. Students will gain a broad knowledge of the history of Ireland in the twentieth century and have the opportunity to increase their familiarity with a range of historical sources as a result of participating in this course. 
Form of assessment

Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
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	Module title

AMERICAN HISTORY SPECIAL TOPIC (B)


This is a broad survey module that looks at American history from the Civil War to the present.  It will begin with a brief discussion of the outcomes of the Civil War, and then take a generally chronological approach, considering key periods of transformation such as Reconstruction, the Great Depression, and the Civil Rights Era.  Along the way, the module will also address thematic issues in political, social, economic, and cultural history such as industrialisation, immigration, empire, and social and cultural change.  The module also aims to introduce students to electronic resources for the study of American history, including primary source documents and repositories.

Students will be required to complete a range of assigned readings throughout the module, to include journal articles and primary sources.  

Aim
To teach an understanding of the history of the United States from the Civil War to the present.  

Form of assessment

Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)

Core texts  
Howard Zinn, A People's History of the United States
Tindall and Shi, America: A Narrative History
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	Module title

EUROPE 1911-1945


Module Content  

The period which spans the two World Wars is often referred to as a European Civil War. What had begun as a traditional struggle for military and economic domination of the continent became, in the 1930s, an all-out ideological struggle for mastery which brooked no compromise and assumed a murderous character; entire social, ethnic and religious groups were subjected to a campaign of extermination. The three-way struggle between liberalism, communism and fascism resulted in the financial and moral bankruptcy of Europe and its division into two camps, each dominated by a superpower – the United States and the Soviet Union. This module examines the period, following the general approach laid out by Ian Kershaw in his book To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949 (2015), whose purchase is essential. 
 

Module Aim and Objectives:

Aim: 

· To acquire a deeper understanding of the processes which shaped the first half of the 20th Century, enabling students to discuss this period with greater certainty and clarity.
Objectives:

· To familiarize students with historiographical trends related to the period 1911-1945, identifying the links between different schools of historical thought and wider political trends.
· To deepen students’ ability to engage critically with primary sources relating to contemporary European history.
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based, although time will be allotted in each session to the discussion of key primary documents. The final examination will be made up of essay questions and document analysis.
	Form of assessment

Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)



