Department of History

Second Year Special Topics  - Semester 1

2019-20
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the first semester. 

HY216 
A history of warfare: from Plato to NATO 

Dr David Murphy

HY218
Ireland in the modern world: the nineteenth century

Dr Jennifer Redmond
HY240
American history special topic (A)



Dr JoAnne Mancini 
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

second arts, 2019-20
First Semester
	Lecturer

DR DAVID MURPHY
	Module code HY 216
	Credits

5


	Module title
A HISTORY OF WARFARE: FROM PLATO TO NATO

	Days and times

Two hours per week
	Venue

Tbc


Module content:

The module will provide an overview of the history of warfare from classical times to the present. Starting with Greek and Roman warfare, it will address key developments in strategy, tactics and technology through the centuries. It will cover a wide range of issues and students will analyse the conduct of war on land, sea and (where relevant) in the air. There will be discussion of key strategic theorists and commanders. Current issues such as counterinsurgency and nuclear arms will be discussed. 

On successful completion of the module, students should be able to understand the major developments that changed the character of warfare during this period. They should be able to address key historiographical debates and analyse specific battles and campaigns. 

Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based 
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

second arts, 2019-20
First Semester
	Lecturer

DR JENNIFER REDMOND
	Module code HY 218
	Credits

5


	Module title
IRELAND IN THE MODERN WORLD: THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

	Days and times

Two hours per week
	Venue

Tbc


Module content: 
This module is designed to provide students with a broad introduction to the major social, political, economic and cultural developments that impacted Irish life and society from the Act of Union in 1801 to the passing of the Wyndham Land Act in 1903. It examines key issues such as: the implementation and impact of the Act of Union; the rise of the Catholic Emancipation and Repeal movements under Daniel O’Connell; pre-Famine agrarian tensions; the cause and consequences of the Great Famine; the birth of the two political ideologies – nationalism and unionism – that defined so much of Irish life and politics in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries; the role of the land question that dominated rural society after the Great Famine; the rise of separatist nationalists; emigration; the role of the Big House; and British government responses to the call for Irish social and political reforms, including the campaign to extend greater rights to women in personal, educational and professional spheres. 
Students will be introduced to historiographical debates and encouraged to read widely.
At the end of this course students should have a broad understanding of nineteenth-century Irish history, and an understanding of the major themes and issues that ultimately shaped the two Irelands of today. They should be able to demonstrate in their written work an understanding of the main trends, personalities and factors that shaped the history of the nineteenth century and be confident and competent to present cogent, coherent arguments. 
Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based 
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

second arts, 2019-20
First Semester

	Lecturer

DR JOANNE MANCINI
	Module code HY 240
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title

AMERICAN HISTORY SPECIAL TOPIC (A)



Module content 
This is a broad survey module that looks at American history from the era preceding the War of Independence to the Civil War.  It will begin with a brief introduction to North America under the rule of European empires, and then take a chronological approach to American history framed by two periods of major conflict: the era of the Seven Years’ War and the War of Independence, and the U.S. Civil War.  Along the way, the module will address key thematic issues in political, social, economic, and cultural history such as slavery and freedom, industrialisation, immigration, relations between the United States and Native Americans, and social and cultural transformations.  The module also aims to introduce students to electronic resources for the study of American history, including primary source documents and repositories.

Students will be required to complete a range of assigned readings throughout the module, including journal articles and primary sources.  

Aim
To teach an understanding of American history from the era preceding the War of Independence to the Civil War.

	Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)




Core texts

Howard Zinn, A People's History of the United States
Tindall and Shi, America: A Narrative History
