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Arrangements for Residence Abroad

Students of modern languages should spend one entire academic year abroad. The benefits are enormous, both in terms of exam success and in terms of employability after graduating. In all universities in the United Kingdom and in some universities in the Republic of Ireland, this is a requirement, not an option. In the School of Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures at NUIM, spending a year abroad is regarded as the "default position", i.e. students are expected to go on a year abroad (normally equivalent to one academic year, i.e. at least nine months). Students studying two modern foreign languages are encouraged to spend a year in one and three months in the other country where their target language is the vernacular. 

Only students who have successfully completed the year abroad, and were registered at NUIM for four years, are eligible for the award of the degree of BA (International). Verified residence abroad without being registered at NUIM of three months or will be noted on degree transcripts.

Students may, in exceptional circumstances and with strong, verified reasons, be granted permission to graduate without such an extended residency abroad. Students "opting out" of the year abroad are required to spend a period of three months in a country where the target language is spoken. Three months residence abroad is required by the Teaching Council of Ireland
 for the registration of teachers of modern foreign languages
.

Students are required to submit the Residence Abroad Log upon their return from their year abroad or the completion of the three-month residence and in any case no later than the 1st of November of their final year at NUIM. The following documentation needs to be attached to the Residence Abroad Log: 

(a) Erasmus / Socrates

Confirmation that the year has been successfully completed will normally be provided by the NUIM International Office directly to the Year Abroad Coordinator in the relevant subject. 
(b) Teaching Assistantship / Placements

Students have to produce as evidence of the Teaching Assistantship an attestation completed and signed by the Principal / Deputy Principal of their host school or a similar attestation from their placement. They also have to submit a 1000-word (or 1000 Chinese characters) report in the target language on their English Teaching Assistantship or placement (containing descriptions of activities, experience gathered, comments on teaching materials used, lesson plans, etc.; detailed guidelines to be published). 

Please note: Students who spend the year abroad as an English Language Teaching Assistant and who wish to register for the BA International programme have to firmly indicate their intentions to the Head of Subject before 10 August of the year they have completed their second year examinations. This statement of intent has binding consequences in terms of registration for the BA International programme, including the registration fees.

(c) Three-Months Residence

Students who have been granted permission to avail of the three-month residence are required to submit evidence of their stay abroad (air tickets, informal confirmation by their employer, etc.) and a covering letter in the target language of approximately 200 words on their activities during their stay abroad. The three months residency may be divided into no more than two continuous stays. 

If you feel that you are unable to spend a year abroad, you have to seek permission to "opt out" of the year abroad from your subject's Year Abroad Coordinator at the beginning of the year when you would normally go on your year abroad (i.e. no later than the end of the 1st semester of Second Year). If this permission is granted, the relevant rubric of the Residence Abroad Log must be countersigned by the Year Abroad Coordinator of the relevant subject. 

� "Teachers who are registered with the Teaching Council may be employed in recognised schools and have their salaries paid from state monies while teachers who are not registered with the Teaching Council may not." (www.teachingcouncil.ie → Registration → Benefits of registration). 


� "Residential experience of at least three months in France / Germany / Spain or other country where French / German / Spanish is the vernacular." (www.teachingcouncil.ie → General recognition → Subject Criteria). 
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