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The Routledge Handbook of Irish
Criminology is the first edited
collection of its kind in Ireland,
bringing together the work of
leading Irish criminologists in a
single volume. While Irish crimi-
nology can be characterised as a
nascent but dynamic discipline,
it has much to offer the Irish and
international reader due to the
unique historical, cultural, politi-
cal, social and economic ar-
rangements that exist on the is-
land of Ireland. The book is due
to be published in December
2015 and is available for pre-
order here: https://
www.routledge.com/
products/9781138019430.

The Handbook consists of 30
chapters, which offer original,
comprehensive and critical re-
views of theory, research, policy
and practice in a wide range of
subject areas. The chapters are
divided into four thematic sec-
tions:
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Understanding Crime exam-
ines specific offence types,
including homicide, gangland
crime and white-collar crime,
and the theoretical perspec-
tives used to explain them.
Responding to Crime explores
criminal justice responses to
crime, including crime preven-
tion, restorative justice, ap-
proaches to policing and trial
as well as post-conviction is-
sues such as imprisonment,
community sanctions and re-
habilitation.

Contexts of Crime investi-
gates the social, political and
cultural contexts of the policy-
making process, including
media representations, poli-
tics, the role of the victim and
the impact of gender.
Emerging Ideas focuses on
innovative ideas that prompt a
reconsideration of received
wisdom on particular topics,
including sexual violence and
ethnicity.

Charting the key contours of the
criminological enterprise on the
island of Ireland and placing the
Irish material in the context of the
wider European and international
literature, this book is essential
reading for those involved in the
study of Irish criminology and in-
ternational and comparative crimi-
nal justice.
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‘The View from the Periphery’

Writing recently in Theoretical Criminology,
Katja Aas (2012) urges criminology to embrace
the ‘view from the periphery’. For her, and oth-
ers critical of North Atlantic domination in the
analogous field of sociology (Connell, 2006),
the orientation of much criminological theoris-
ing is skewed towards the ‘metropole’, while
the range of potentially productive insights af-
forded by other, less influential, jurisdictions
remains un- or under-explored. As a small post-
colonial society on the fringes of Western
Europe, the Irish and Northern Irish cases pro-
vide a good demonstration of the perils of ex-
trapolating from the US or even English exam-
ple. Dating particularly from the past decade or
so there has emerged a significant body of
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