
This information is from a student who spent the 2017/18 year abroad at McMaster 

University 

 

I am currently living off campus, but very very close to the University, and paying $460/ 

month +utilities (usually $60). I was commuting from Scarborough until November 1st. I 

would not suggest commuting from anywhere outside of Hamilton as I was paying $36/day 

for the train and bus. Public transport in Canada is nowhere near as good as the Irish public 

transport system. It doesn't even have free wi-fi! With regards food, I usually spend about 

$200/month, food is a lot more expensive in Canada. My suggestion is to go to the Walmart 

website (https://www.walmart.ca/en) they offer an online delivery service, but you can 

pretend to be shopping on the website to get an idea of prices. Walmart is the cheapest place 

to shop and there are three Walmarts in Hamilton, I believe. Please note, all prices are plus 

tax.  

 

I started renting late, but when I was looking for rooms off campus in September, to get an 

idea of prices, there were rooms available for as low as $350 including utilities. There will be 

rooms advertised as late as mid-October, so tell your students not to worry if they don't find a 

place before they get there, but the earlier the better. It is also worth noting that McMaster 

students get free bus transport around Hamilton. 

(https://www.mcmaster.ca/sustainability/at_transit.html) The HSR bus pass is available to 

exchange students without paying the $138.65. Hamilton is quite a big city, so you may need 

to find accommodation quite a distance away from the university, but rest assured, the free 

bus pass makes this a lot easier.  

 

Your students should also be made aware that mobile phone plans are a lot more expensive in 

Canada. The cheapest that I could find with a decent amount of mobile data and no contract 

was $40/month + tax. It was Freedom Mobile if they're wondering, but you need a Canadian 

issued ID to sign up with the network. I was lucky enough to have an uncle with me who set 

it up in his name. I'm not sure if a Social Insurance Number card would suffice, but please 

note that you need a Social Insurance Number to get a job and to open a bank account. It's 

free to get the card, but it's worth looking into before they get here.  

 

Other additional costs that students should be aware of: 

Winter coat. I had to pay $100 for a duck down coat. Temperatures go as low as -20, so it 

really is necessary. You won't find a decent enough coat in Ireland. 

Alcohol can only be sold in government-run stores called LCBO's, which makes it a lot more 

expensive. 

Everything is plus tax, but there is also a tipping culture in Canada. Anytime you receive a 

service, e.g. going for a meal, getting a haircut, ext. you're expected to tip 15-20%. 

Joining clubs and societies on campus is a lot more expensive than Maynooth. The 

International and Exchange Club (MIX) is free, however, all of their events are between $10-

30 and most clubs and societies have a minimum $5 membership fee. The Outdoors Club 

which was quite popular with a lot of exchange students is $30/year + price of event and 

rental of equipment.  

A lot of student accommodation isn't furnished.  

You have to pay for health insurance (UHIP, I think it was around $400 for the 8 months) 

 

https://www.walmart.ca/en
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