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the present
through research
of early Irish texts

by Carrie Bermingham

HEAD. of the: Depart-
ment of Early Irish at
Maynooth-. University,
David Stifter; has been
awarded €1.8 million in
funding by the Euro-
pean Research Council
(ERC). -~

Speaking to LJffey Cham-

“ pion in Maynooth Univer-

sity on Monday (16th

" March), Professor Stifter

explained that there is a

huge amount of texts from -

the early, Irish period,
roughly between the sev-
enth and 10th centuries.

He will lead a team of five
researchers for the project

called ‘Chronologicon
Hibernicum —~ A Probabilis-
tic Chronological Frame-
work for Dating Early Irish
Language Developments
and Literature.’ 3

Originally from Austria, |

he studied in Maynooth
University in 1995/1996, and
has been professor of -Old
Irish in the University
since 2011. He is also author
of Sengoidelc which means
Old Irish for Beginners;
used internationally in uni-
versities.

“Most of these texts are
synonymous -and we don’t
know where they came
from,” said Professor
Stifter.

“Obviously it would be
great to have a better idea of

set chronology. If you havea -

set chronology you can say
much more about the cul-
tural environment there at
the time.

“The research we are
doing. we will take those
texts from a period that
have a date, and we want to
analyse them very closely: It
will be very detailed, to look
at the language variation
within those texts,” said
Professor Stifter.

“Language is always
changing so we have =z
rough idea of what it would
look like in early text, but
when vou zoom into the
exact derails you see that
there js 2 lot going on

there
Te=y will ook 2t bhow
- et B B

Professor ‘David Stifter, Head of Department of
Early Irish at Maynooth University on Monday (16th
March). :

that will give us a better
understanding of the his-
tory of Ireland and intellec-
tuality in Ireland.

“It is the case that early
medieval Ireland was a bea-
con of learning and scholar-
ship in Europe at that time.
when not a lot was going on

. elsewhere in Europe.

“Irish monasteries had a
high standard of learning,
so it will get a better under-
standing of what is going
on. it is of historical inter-
est.

“It is important to give
people a better insight, that
is the bottom line really.”

The texts produced in the
relevant peried are found
mainly through manu-
scripts, housed in places
such as Trinity Caollege.

“A ot of t=xt was pro-
duced in m ;ewd and

vears,” he said.

“So five wears for a single
person. for five persons is
very wery huge, it is mas-
sive. Hopefully it will have a
massive impact not only
here in Maynooth but on all

The award is seen as the
gold standard for research
fundinz in Europe. Profes-
sor Stifter is one of an elite
group of recipients in the

- Social Seiences and Human-

ities Consalidator grant caz-
egory for 2015.

In total. 518 applicants
from 29 different countrics
competed for the fundin
and Professor Stifter
one of only two recipic
in Ireland.

What drives him is onder
standing people who r=ud
Lhe texts during the pesind
ng researched.
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*“E= sariy February a leadership cam-
2= wzs lzunched o encourage the
wider siadent body 0 consider running
for an SU position resulting in tremen-
dous success.

=36 people put themselves forward to
run for an SU position, the largest num-
ber of candidates we've ever had.”

roush idea of what it would
Lok like in early text, but

cians 10 create statistical
objectives.

From here, they will pro-
file the language variations
in the texts; resulting in a
‘ChrinHib’ database to
serve as a reference point
for the linguistic dating of
Irish texts.

“We can then try to get a
profile of how language is
developed in detail. At the
moment we know this
roughly, but we want it
much more precise than
this,” said Professor Stifter.

“The result we get from
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“It is important to give
people a better insight, that
is the bottom line really.”

The texts produced in the
relevant period are found
mainly through manu-
scripts, housed in places
such as Trinity College.

“A lot of text was pro-
duced in that period, and
they survived mainly in
manuscripts,” said Profes-
sor Stifter.

“Most of them are some-
where in Dublin, and these
texts have been printed in
books over the last number
of years, and we will be

- using these texts.

“Basically we can roughly
say that these texts are old
Irish, but normally people
are not able to be more pre-
cise than that and we want
to be more precise.”

He explained that such
funding is usually given to
departments such as
physics and engineering,
meaning this award is par-

ticularly prestigious for the

university.

“The timeline for the pro-
ject is five years. That is
quite a good amount of
time. Normally if you apply

for funding you get three

Posesscr Dawet SSfter, Head of Depért_ment of
Sas v m Maynooth University on Monday (16th

years,” he said.

_ “So five years for a single
person, for five persons is
very very huge, it is mas-
sive. Hopefully it will have a
massive impact not only
here in Maynooth but on all

‘Irish studies.”

The award is seen as the
gold standard for research
funding in Europe. Profes-
sor Stifter is one of an elite
group of recipients in the

- Social Sciences and Human-

ities Consolidator grant cat-
egory for 2015. -

In total, 516 applicants
from 29 different countries
competed for the funding,
and Professor Stifter was
one of only two recipients
in Ireland.

What drives him is under-
standing people who read
the texts during the period
being researched.

“It is working with
ancient and medieval lan-
guages, reading the texts,
understanding people who
read these texts and to-get to
see the world people lived in
through their own eyes,”
said Professor Stifter.

“l want a better chronol-
ogy of language develop-
ment in early Ireland, of the
literature of early medieval
Ireland, but also making
progress in the methodol-
ogy of how we approach
these languages.

“It is a great opportunity
for me and a great opportu-
nity for the university, I
really got a lot of support
from the university. This is
really a big big thing, it is
huge.

“It would not be possible
without the support from
the university but also from
the ERC.”
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