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Students select one of the following modules in the second semester. 
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	Module code HY 241
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

AMERICAN HISTORY SPECIAL TOPIC (B)


This is a broad survey module that looks at American history from the Civil War to the present.  It will begin with a brief discussion of the outcomes of the Civil War, and then take a generally chronological approach, considering key periods of transformation such as Reconstruction, the Great Depression, and the Civil Rights Era.  Along the way, the module will also address thematic issues in political, social, economic, and cultural history such as industrialisation, immigration, empire, and social and cultural change.  The module also aims to introduce students to electronic resources for the study of American history, including primary source documents and repositories.

Students will be required to complete a range of assigned readings throughout the module, to include journal articles and primary sources.  

Aim
To teach an understanding of the history of the United States from the Civil War to the present.  

Form of assessment

Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)

Core texts  
Howard Zinn, A People's History of the United States
Tindall and Shi, America: A Narrative History
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

second arts, 2017-18
Second Semester
	Lecturer

DR REGINA DONLON
	Module code HY 270
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title

REVOLUTION IN IRELAND
1879-1921: THE LOCAL EXPERIENCE


Module content
This module looks at the long revolutionary period in Ireland stretching from the beginning of the Land War in 1879 to the end of the Civil War in 1923. It assesses both the social and political revolutions which took place over this period of time and how they impacted upon the lives of the various social classes, on Catholics and Protestants, Nationalists and Unionists. It examines the links between the land and national questions which dominated Irish society and politics from the end of the nineteenth century, focusing on such issues as the causes and consequences of the extended land war from 1879 to 1923; the evolution of constitutional Home Rule politics; the growth of democracy and the politicisation of the masses to the detriment of former landlord elites; and the rise in militancy from 1912. It critically evaluates the contribution which Catholic and Protestant communities made to the war effort during 1914-18; the causes of the Easter Rising and why it was so geographically confined; the rise of Sinn Fein from 1917; how the War of Independence played itself out at local level, examining why some counties were much more violent than others? It asks was there a sectarian element to the War of Independence and later the Civil War and why was there a marked growth in agrarian agitation coinciding with the War of Independence if the social revolution had been completed, as some historians would argue, with the transfer of land ownership under the British Land Acts of 1881 to 1909? Other questions to be dealt with include: why were country houses targeted and burned during the War of Independence? Who were the IRA’s enemies? How did the British government and its forces respond to political and military challenges during the War of Independence? 
An important aspect of the module will be to introduce students to the primary sources available for the study of the period at local level, how to locate these, and how to assess their strengths and weaknesses. Finally, this course will summarise the competing interpretations of the significance of the events of the ‘revolutionary decade’ and make students aware of the contested historiography of the revolution.

Aim
To teach an understanding of the causes and effects of social and political revolution at national and local levels in Ireland from the beginning of the Land War in 1879 to the end of the War of Independence.
Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)

Core text:  Alvin Jackson, Ireland 1798-1998: politics and war
national university of ireland, maynooth
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second arts, 2017-18
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Two


	Module title
Europe post 1945

FRACTURED CONTINENT? EUROPEAN HISTORY 1945 TO THE PRESENT


Course Description

The course will provide an account of the most important political, social, cultural, and economic developments in Europe in the latter half of the twentieth century and in the twenty-first century. European history after 1945 is (largely) a period of peace, albeit peace within the context of the ‘Cold War’ which divided the world during 1945-1989. We will analyse Europe’s role in the bipolar world of the Cold War and look at how the continent was divided into a Soviet-dominated ‘Eastern Bloc’ and an American-influenced west for much of the second half of the twentieth century. We will also look at the successes and failures of the ‘European project’ by examining the institutions of European integration, leading to a better understanding of the workings of the present-day European Union. This is also a period during which Europe’s political weight on the world stage seriously diminished, giving way to the political ‘Super-powers’, the USSR and the USA. We will see how the process of European de-colonization impacted European politics and societies, and also how this process effected Europe’s standing in international relations. We will also consider more recent developments in European affairs, such as the (presently on-going) conflict in Ukraine, Europe’s relationship with Russia, the US, and the rest of the world, the background to the UK’s decision to leave the EU, and the apparent ‘illiberal turn’ taken by some Central European democracies. 
Aims and Objectives
By the end of the course, students will have an understanding of the key themes of European history since 1945. They will be able to reflect critically on the most important themes and developments of the period. Additionally, students will have analyzed a selection of the most important documents from the period. 
Module Structure: 

24 lectures 

Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  (100% of total mark)
