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Abstract: 

In this talk I will give an overview on the representation theory of the Symmetric Group and 

a family of related algebras known as Ariki-Koike algebras. The aim of the talk is to underline 

the fundamental influence of combinatorics on the subject and to show how purely 

algebraic information can be easily detected using combinatorial tools. At the end I will 

mention a result about Iwahori-Hecke algebras of type B and their blocks. This is a joint 

work with Matthew Fayers (Queen Mary University of London). 


