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Hello and welcome to the
annual alumnimagazine, the
Bridge. Hard to believeit's
beenayearsince | edited
the Bridge 2012! A lot has
happenedsince theninthe
world of Maynooth Alumni.

Delighted to let you know
about the scholarship
programme we launched
this year for our alumni-
you'll find out more on page
5whenyouread what this
year'srecipients had to

say about them. We also
had our inaugural Summer
Soiree back inMay. A
performance by international
soprano, Regina Nathan
and areading by journalist
John Drennan from his
currentbook ensured a
great evening was had by
all-we're already planning
forthe 2014 one (keep 29/5
free) it was that good!

Maynooth Alumni Advisory
Board (MAAB) met regularly
during 2013 and we welcomed
some new faculty members
to our MAAB family. As

we headinto 2014, our

new chairpersonis 1988
alumnus, Flor Madden, who
follows inthe footsteps

of our former chair, Bernie
Coyne -we thank themall.

Our Maynooth Memoriesand
Memorabilia piece inthe 2012
magazine proved so popular
with alumni, that we'verunit
againin 2013.See pages 12

and 13 for photos and fun!

This magazine will be
available onthe alumni
website, http://alumni.nuim.
ie.If youneed any copies for
fellow alumni, please call
me at+3531708 6492 or by
email at alumni@nuim.ie.

Hope you enjoy this
year's magazine.

ko s, AL

Karen Kelly
Alumni Officer

Continue your Maynooth 0
Experience with the
Maynooth Alumni Association

Why not join the Maynooth Alumni Association Online

Community at http://alumni-network.nuim.ie

and discover free membership benefits including:

-being the first to know about University
news and events (including news about job

[tis with great pride
that | write to you today.
2013 was amomentous
year for NUI Maynooth
inanumber of ways.

I'mdelighted to say that
we awarded the first three
Alumni Scholarships for
postgraduate study at the
University. The Alumni
Scholarships are funded
through revenues from
the Maynooth Alumni
Affinity Credit Card, an
inspiring example of
alumnisupporting the next
generation of students.
Thank youto allinvolved
in this initiative, your

contribution s truly valued.

We launched our Strategic
Plan earlier this year
whichsetsout the
direction of the University
and its contribution to

educationuntil 2017.

Akey element of the
Strategic Planis engagement
with alumnias advisors,
friends and supporters of
the University inways that
allow our graduates toretain
acloserelationship with
Maynooth and which will be
of mutual benefit to alumni
and future undergraduates.
| welcome your input on this.

We hosted the inaugural
Alumni Summer Soiree
this year -agreat success
with over 200 alumniand
friends enjoying an evening
of art, literature and music
onabeautiful summer's
eveningin the University’'s
new library.Keep aneye
on the alumniwebsite for
details of the 2014 event -
it'sagreat opportunity to
reconnect with old friends.

Thank you for your continued
supportandinteractionwith
NUIMaynooth through the
year and | look forward to
meeting you at future events.

Warmregards and go raibh
maith agaibh go |éir.

Pty

Professor Philip Nolan
President, NUIMaynooth

The Bridge is a magazine published by NUI Maynooth. Contributions

in the form of articles, graduate profiles and photographs are welcome.
We would be delighted to receive your comments and ideas for future
editions - please email alumni@nuim.ie

The opinions and views in this publication are those of the contributors
and are not necessarily shared by NUI Maynooth. While every care has
been taken to ensure accuracy in the compilation of the magazine,

NUI Maynooth cannot accept responsibility for any errors or omissions
or effects arising thereof. However any errors or omissions should be
brought to the attention of the Alumni Office.

Intellectual Ability

SMART move!

Editor Design Print Paper

opportunities or career initiatives
PP ) KarenKelly www.unthink.ie ClondalkinGroup ~ Offset

Memories &
Memorabilia

Magnificent memories

- lifelong learning opportunities (guest lectures,
inaugural lectures, music and cultural events)

- invitations to class reunions (or we can

gresnenessesssneneee: JOINTHE CONVERSATION oo
assist youin organising one) :

[i Search for NUI Maynooth
-access to college services like the library or :
the sports facilities at reduced rates

.l’ m Search for Maynooth Alumni
.- - networking opportunities at home and abroad :

9 alumni.office@nuim.ie

NUI MAYNOOTH

Ollscoil na hireann M3 Nuad
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Alumni
Events

since the Bridge 2012

During the year, many alumni
returned to the University

and enjoyed a wide variety

of events. For some it was a
chance to reconnect with their
alma mater, to be reunited
with former lecturers and
classmates or just to take a
trip down memory lane.

EVENT DATES FOR ﬁ
YOURDIARY IN 2014

13/3/2014
Inaugural Guest History Lecture

29/5/2014
Geography Master Class
in Climate Change

29/5/2014
Summer Soiree

Butdon'tjust take our word for it -asone
alumnus commented after the Summer
Soiree‘as agraduate of NUI Maynooth,
itisalways apleasure and anhonour
toreturnto events that celebrate the
success and progress of the College and
of course to catchup onoldfriends.

3 THEBRIDGE

29/5/2013 ¥
Pride, culture and friendship
see alumni return to
Maynooth for the first

ever Summer Soiree

The foyer of the new €20 million library
extensionwas the venue for the inaugural
Maynooth Alumni Summer Soiree on
29th May. Over 200 alumniand friends
enjoyed an evening of art, literature and
music on a beautiful summer’s evening
inthe University with the new library
proving to be the star attraction onthe

night as alumni took full advantage of the
library tours on offer. The night began with
alumnus John Drennan reading from his
recently published book 'Standing by the
Republic - 50 Dail Debates that Shaped the
Nation', a preview of the recently acquired
artexhibition featuring pieces by artists
such as Robert Ballagh, Martin Gale and
Louis le Brocquy, and finished with a high
octane performance by alumnus and
international soprano, Regina Nathan who
was accompanied on piano by Dr Antonio
Cascellifrom the Music Department.

4. Enjoying the Summer Soiree

4/10/2013 ¥
RTE's Big Music Week
comes to Maynooth

As part of the RTE Radio 1Big Music Week,
the Ronan Collins Show was broadcast
from the Aula Maxima in NUI Maynooth

on Friday, October 4th. Following an
invitationto apply for the tickets allocated
to alumni, many alumni enjoyed what

was an engaging and delightful hour of
music at Maynooth. The show featured
performances by the University Chamber
Orchestra, alumnus Eimear Quinn (BA
Music 2003), The Heathers (one of whom
is analumnus), The Last Boys and Gavin
James. (You can listen back to the show

by visiting the RTE Radio Player website
atwww.rte.ie/radio/radioplayer)

7. Alumni Alison Hood and Eimear Quinn
with conductor, Sébastien Petiet

10/12/2012 A
Carol Service 2012

On10th December, 70 alumni and friends,
as guests of the Alumni Office, attended
the Carol Service in the College Chapel

and enjoyed amulled wine and mince pie
reception afterwards in Renehan Hall.
President of NUI Maynooth, Professor
Philip Nolan extended season's greetings
totheinvited guests some of whomhad
lastbeen on campus over 25 years ago. This
was the first time we had a special alumni
gathering and reception afterwards at the
Carol Service. It was such aresounding
success we're planning on doing it each year!

1.(L-r): Ciaran Connolly, Natalie L ough (BA 2007), Louise
Mooney (BMus 2007) and Stephen McGovern

6/3/2013

Alumni return to give career
talks to Anthropology
Society Members

Following an appeal by the Alumni Office to
postgraduate alumnitoreturnto campus
to talk to current students about their
career path/choices since receiving their
postgraduate qualifications, alively and
informative evening took place in the

SU building on Wednesday 6th March.
Hosted by the Anthropology Society,
President Jennifer McConnell welcomed
acombination of first year and final

year undergraduates to hear talks from
Fiona Larkan (BA 2002, PhD 2008), MSc
Course Director for the Centre of Global
Health at TCD, Dominic Martella (BA1992,
MA1997), External Communications &
Media Relations Manager for UCD and
Therese Lyons (BA 2008, MA 2012) now
working in the recruitment industry.

2. Jennifer McConnell with Dominic Martella

10/3/13 2
Easter Music Event -

Haydn'’s Creation -

OnSunday 10th March, 30 alumniand
friends were invited as guests of the
Alumni Office to the performance of
Haydn's Creationinthe College Chapel.

The NUIMaynooth Choral Society with the
Orchestra of St Ceceliadirected by Dr John
O'Keeffe and featuring soloists Claudia
Boyle (Soprano), Eamonn Mulhall (Tenor)
and Jeffrey Ledwidge (Bass) entertained

a capacity crowd who were not deterred
from attending by the wintry weather. For
some alumni, the opportunity to enjoy this
performance as aspectator rather thanasa
former member of the choir, made the event
evenmore pleasurable. As one alumnus said
afterwards ‘it really was something special.’
3.John O'Keeffe Conductor

MAYNOOTH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  STAY CONNECTED, KEEP CONNECTED

17/6/2013 A
Alumni mark retirement
of Professor Anthony

G. O'Farrell

Alumni, staff and conference attendees
enjoyed an evening in Renehan Hall on
17/6/2013 to mark the retirement of
Professor O'Farrell and acknowledge
his contribution to the Mathematics
Department and the University over the
last five decades. Professor O'Farrell,
who retired on 30th September 2012, was
Professor of Mathematics at Maynooth
since 1975 and was responsible for

the establishment of the University's
Computer Centre in December1975.
Former departmental staff who

joined the celebrations on the evening
included alumnus Dr Richard Watson.

5. Nicola Tickner (BSc 1995), Professor Anthony G
O'Farrell, Aileen Wynne (BSc1995), Louise Tyrrell

16/8/2013 A
ECTS 20 Year Reunion 16
August 2013

An alumnireunion of the ECTS Group of
1993 (some had travelled from Germany,
Austria and Spain) and Maynooth
contemporaries together with former
lecturers Professors Marian Lyons and
Colm Lennonwas held on Friday 16th
August. The reunion, which was hosted by
the Alumni Office, began with areception
at6pmand was preceded by a tour of the
new library, kindly facilitated by fellow
alumnus and Deputy Librarian, Helen Fallon.
6. (l-r); Prof. Marian Lyons, Pedro J Oiarzabal, Karin
Leithner, Eva Keunecke, Marisol Garcia Montoya,

Thomas Leipnitz, Line Verselder, Peter Miller, Prof.
Colm Lennon, Cristina Sanchez, Caitriona Whelan

A note from the Editor... G

If youwould like to attend our alumni
events, why not join our Online
Community at https://alumni-
network.nuim.ie and we'll make

sure you know all about them.

13/10/2013 A
50 Years on - The Class of
1963 return to campus

On Sunday October 13th, over 25 alumni
and friends who first came to Maynooth
in1963 returned to campus. Following
atour of the John Paulll new library
extension and artwork, the group were
then shown around the North Campus or
their‘old stomping grounds'as one alumnus
calledit, by Alumni Officer, KarenKelly,
before returning to the South Campus
forafurther tripdownmemory lane and a
commemorative mass in St Mary's Oratory.
8.Pictured (l-r); Jim O'Gorman, John Lyons, Dick Mohan,
Mossie Lee, Eamonn O'Boyle, Micheal O'Diarmada*,

Tim Hurley, Paddy Hickey, Tom McGuinness, Dan

Ahern, Denis Bergin, Jimmy O'Sullivan, Liam Devine

Joe Brosnan*, Seamus Hanrahan, Frank Masterson

Christy McQuinn, Matt Carley, Patsy Lee, Michael

Dolan, Michael Meade, Larry Fingleton (*: partly hidden;
missing: Sean McDermott, Jim Lynch, Andy Doyle

WWWALUMNINUIM.IE



4 THEBRIDGE

1

Friendships forged in Maynooth

rriendships rorged tnvViaynootn,
in my experience are forged deep’

l. - el "
455’?’

Niall McLoughlin
BA1994

An initiative of the

Irish'7oUTH
Foundation

Pictured (l-r); Niall McLoughlin, Gary Byrne, Martin Clancy, Donnacha Brad

Making
Positive
Difference

This summer three friends and | made our
first trip back to Maynooth together since
our time there in the early 1990s. Exactly
twenty years had passed since we last threw
each other around the SU to‘Smells like Teen
Spirit. However, I'm very happy toreport that
as abunch of friends, we are as close now as
we were back then - friendships forged in
Maynooth, inmy experience are forged deep.

Sowhat had changed? Surprisingly the train
from Dublindidn't rattle, screechor let the
rainin, and was quite a pleasant experience.
In time-honoured fashion we managed
tomissour firstintended trainso had to

go for a pint to wait for the next one.

Onarrival, we turned up by the canal. It

took us awhile to get our bearings but we
succeeded inidentifying and paying our
respects at each of the houses we had lived
in. The memories and stories of all-nighters
(both parties and cramming), food rations and
marathon games of Risk came flooding back
and took us all the way back to the College.

The new campus has developed almost beyond
recognition, with shinning new buildings in every
direction. The library is twice the size that it
was, and overall the place looks pretty fantastic.
Theroad whichran through town and under

the footbridge is of course no longer the main
artery between east and west so there is aweird
and welcome lack of traffic around the place.

What hasn't changed of course is the magnificent
old campus, the chapel, the Aula Maxima and

the beautiful squares. More memories, this

time of Frank McGuinness and Peer Gynt,
geography practicals and arugby match that
was blown up 10 minutes before time by the
(home) ref when Maynooth took a surprise lead.

We finished up in the Roost and as we were
leaving to get the train home bumped

into the great Professor John Sweeny

and who kindly took a photo of us.

As Director of Development now with the
Irish Youth Foundation, my role aims to
make a positive difference to the lives of
the many vulnerable and disadvantaged
childrenand young peopleinlreland.

Looking back, | was fortunate
to share my time in Maynooth
with some wonderful peaple,
and to have learnt from some
great (and patient) teachers.

Their influence of course lives oninus and
this is particularly true for me personally
when | think of Fr Michael McGreal and his
passion for social justice. That has never
left me and it continues to be a driving force
inwhat | do professionally every day.

MAYNOOTH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  STAY CONNECTED, KEEP CONNECTED
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A note from G
the Editor...

We would like to offer more
scholarships in the coming years.
If youwould like to help us do
that, please consider taking out a
Maynooth Alumni Affinity Card.

Alumni
Support Alumni

In 2013 the Alumni Office launched three Alumni Scholarships for
Postgraduate study in the University. Funded by revenues earned
from the Maynooth Alumni Affinity Card, the Scholarships were
launched at the Graduate Studies Open Evening in March and
formerly presented at Prizes Night in the University in November.

Speaking to the Bridge, Sarah, Alan and Tara, our inaugural alumni scholarship
winners, shared what their scholarship meant to them;

Sarah Ryan Alan Clarke TaraMcDonald
MA Mathematics MSocSc Social MA Digital
Having first read Science Humanities
about the Alumni Having developeda [ first heard
Scholarships 2013 deep fondness for about the

on the University's Mathematics and NUI Maynooth over the course of my Alumni Scholarship whilst attending
Statistics Department website | thought undergraduate studies, | was determined the postgraduate open eveningin

it was a fantasticidea for whoever to continue my postgraduate studies NUIMaynooth. As there was only one
would eventually receive one. After long at the same university. Like many of scholarship available per faculty, | did not
deliberationand seekingsecond andindeed | my peers, | wasn't sure whether my believe that | stood a chance of getting one.
third opinions, as to whether I should apply, | ambitionwould become areality due to Receiving the 2013 Alumni Scholarship has
I submitted an application with the attitude | the significant costs of pursuing further beenincredibly beneficial. It has allowed
‘if you're not in, you can't win'! My initial studies at third levelin Ireland. Fortunately, | methe chance to further my education
reluctance was primarily due to my false through word of mouth | became aware without the burden of debt hanging over
assumption that as a Mature Student, | of the New Alumni Scholarship, which my head. This has allowed me to focus all of
couldn't compete with younger students aimed to provide three graduates of NUI my attention on my master’s degree, rather
who | also thought should be prioritised Maynooth with a €5,000 contribution thanbeing preoccupied with working off
due to their longer future employment towards their postgraduate fees. Believing | astudentloan.lamincredibly grateful to
potential. When | was informed that | demand for such a scholarship would be the Alumni Office for this opportunity.

had actually been chosentoreceive the extremely high, | originally procrastinated
Science and Engineering Taught Masters about applying for the scholarship

Scholarship, | was completely stunned. but ultimately concluded | had nothing to The closing date for applications for the
Its value of €5000 meant that the fees lose intrying! As the staff in the Alumni 2014 alumni scholarships is 1/6/2014.
for the first year of my programme were Office already had access to my academic These scholarships are only open to
almos? covered whichwas a huge help trangcripts, th.e application.proce.ss was graduates (including 2014 graduates) of
financially but the marvellous sense of relatively straightforward, involving no NUI Maynooth. The terms and conditions
achievement greatly outweighed that.lam | more thanashort personal statementand and application form are available online

honoured to have beenchosenandstillfind | the provision of other relevant personal
it somewhat surreal. The whole process information. When I received the news

from making the application to actually I had been selected as one of the three The University also offers John and Pat
receiving the award was very efficient successful candidates for the scholarship, Hume Research scholarships each year

at: http://graduatestudies.nuim.ie

and well organised, thanks in particular to it cemented my decisiontoreturnto forunderta!(ingfull—time PhD_StUdY at
KarenKelly from the Alumni Officeand Eilis | NUIMaynooth. Not only has the Alumni the University. The SChOIa'"?hlPS provide
Murray from the Graduate Studies Office. Scholarship reduced the financial burden fouryears full fees and a stipend of

of completing my master's degree in Social | €5k perannumtonew entrantsinto
Science (Rights and Social Policy) butithas | Postgraduateresearchprogrammes;in
also enabled me to focus wholeheartedly on | S0me departments anadditional teaching
my academic studies and it has introduced | scholarship of €3k is offered. Interested
me to awider network of contacts through applicants should first contact the

the Maynooth Alumni Association. Department/Research Institute where
they wish to study to identify a suitable

research topic. For further information,
please contact andrea.valova@nuim.ie

I would encourage everybody
considering undertaking a taught
Masters Programme in 2014 to apply
for the next round of scholarships,
and wish themall the best of luck!

WWWALUMNINUIM.IE
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Cuimhni ar

Bhime seacht mbliana deag nuair
aleagme mo chos ar thalamh
nahOllscoileMaNuad {1972,

Direach amach as scoil chénaithe do chailinti
Muineachan, ba bheag taithiar shaoirse abhiagam
seachas cupla seachtain ag obair iB+BimBun Dobhran
an samhradh céanna. Thug mo thuismitheoir{ann

mé, sna héadai alainn nua a ceannaiodh dom roimh
imeachta. Bhuaileamar le m'uncail, sagart de chuid
deoise Ard Mhacha a duirt liom go ceandil ‘An bhfuil
aithne agat ar dhuine ar bith?"'N{l"ar arsamise. 'Bhuel,
caithfimid rud éigin a dhéanamh faoisin'arsa seisean
ag labhairt leis an gcéad cailin a thainigan treo, ar gcur
in aithne da chéile. Mhair an cairdeas sin le Clare ar
feadh namblianta ina dhiaidh sin agus bhi cdnal orainn
sateach céanna go dtigur fhagamar beirt M4 Nuad.

Bhi Colaiste Phadraig, Ma Nuad, mar a tugadh air an

uair sin, beag agus pearsanta - go hairithe 6 thaobh
namac léinnseachtrach de.Niraibhannach sébliana
roimhe sin ¢ ceadafodh cailiniisteach don chéad uair.
Bhiaithne ag gach duine ar achéile - aithne sul, pé scéal
é.Nuair nachraibh fonn oibre ort d'fhéadfa dul chuig

an ceainti{n - an foirgneamh beag réamhdhéantasin
trasna on Aula Maxima - siul isteach, agus cinnte dearfa
bheadh duine éigin ann ambeadh aithne agat orthu.

Anchéad la agam san ollscoil sheasamar go léir, lucht
na chéadbhliana, taobh amuigh den Aula Maxima -
neirbhiseach agus tégtha. Niraibh an oiread sin leaids
feicthe agamsa in aon ait amhain le chéile roimhe sin!
Bhian saol ar fad romham - saoirse, neamhspleachas
don chéad uair, an seans mo roghanna féin adhéanamh
gan cur is ctiteamh le héinne. BhiMa Nuad roghnaithe
agam mar go nduirt duine éigin liom gur ait dheas
chairditil abhiinti, nach raibh sé i mBaile Atha Cliath,
agus goraibh sé beag. Bhian ceart ag an duine sin!
Roimhe sinbhimé le dul le bunmhuinteoireacht agus
an oiche roimh an agallamh d'athraigh mé m'intinn
agus duirt le mo thuismitheoiri gurbh fhearr liom
gomar an mhednmhuinteoireacht agus go raibh

mé ag dul go Ma Nuad. Agus b'shin sin! N{ raibh brén
riamh ina dhiaidh sin orm as an athrd intinne sin.

Bhimé lan déchasach agus mé ag tabhairt faoi
shaolna hOllscoile agus nior fheall Ma Nuad orm.
Bhi'simar a tuairisc - muinteartha, pearsanta,
daonna. Bhi craic ar doigh againn, snaranganna
agus lasmuigh de naranganna. Bhifonn oibre ar na
mic léinndon chuid is mé. Nihionann sinis aragur
oibriomar go dian an t-am ar fad ach bhifhios againn
cad abhi le déanamh againn agus rinneamar é.

Bhieagla Dé orainn ar mbéal a oscailt saleabharlann
agus d'éirigh linn go leor taighde a dhéanamh da bharr
sin. Bhiaithne agna léachtdirigo léir orainn agus é
deacair go leor éalui 6 aist{ agus tionscnaimh mar gur
cinnte go geuirficeist ort luath go leor caraibhan

aiste chéanna. Bhiaithne phearsanta ag go leor acu
orainn freisin agus cinealtas ag dul leis - chuir léachtdir
amhain ceist orm, tar éis bhas m'athar sa darabliain,
anraibhfadhbanna airgid ar bith agam ¢ cailleadh mo
Dhaid, agus go raibh sé sasta cabhru liom. N{raibh - ach
bhian-mheas agam ar anbhfear as an cheist a chur.

Bhiomar soineanta ar go leor bealai. Chuamar
amach oiche amhain sa tseachtain - an Déardaoin
- chuig dioscd saseanhallailaranbhaile. Sachéad
bhliain bhimise imo chénaiimBrinamBanRialta
Sailéiseach, Teach Auxilia, ar an gCampas Thuaidh.
Bhismacht orainn -bhi orainnbheithistigh gach
oiche roimh11.00, agus 1.30 ar an Déardaoin, no
chuirfiandoras faoighlas! B cinnte nar tharla sé
rémhinic gur fagadh lasmuigh den doras sinn.

Sheas mé lasmuigh den Aula mar chailin 6g
neirbhiseach | Mean Fémhar 1972 agus sheas mé
aris laistigh den Aula céanna tribliana ina dhiaidh
sin, ag bronnadh na céime, fasta agus muinineach
agus an-bhroduil as an tréimhse a bhi caite agam san
Ollscoil iontach seo. Bhi cairde maithe déantaagam
don chuid eile de mo shaol - Leona, Clare, Mairita,
Mary agus Margaret. Bhiathas agus brén ag baint leis
na laethanta a chaith mé ansin, ach 6caidi fas a bhi
iontu go léir. Bhiluachannaiontachaimeascluchtna
hollscoile a thug bunus laidir ddinn go léir agus muid
ag tabhairt faoi shaol na hoibre agus na clainne.

Nilagam ach cuimhnimaithe ar nablianta a chaith
mé in Ollscoil na hEireann M4 Nuad - blianta i

mbun bunchéime, Ard-Teastas san Oideachas,
Maistreacht agus faoi dheireadh thiar thall 11998
céim dochtuireachta. Fuair mé mo sheansanna saoil
go léir san Ollscoil seo agus beidh mé riamh buioch
dom'Alma Mater féin - n{amhain | gctrsal oideachais
achigcursai gra chomh maith - mar gur san ait seo

ar bhuailmé le m'fhear chéile, a thainig go Ma Nuad
sabhliain1969 agus atafds ann. Lean ceathrar dar
bpaist{sinnisteachin Ollscoil na hEireann M& Nuad,
satsligur féidir liomarago buloch beannachtach gur
ollscoil saoil é an Colaiste céanna ar mhoranslite.
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GRADUATIONS

Asis the tradition at Maynooth, the
graduation ceremonies were held in
early September and at the end of
October inthe Aula Maxima. Although
the weather was not particularly

kind this year, graduates and their
families travelled from the four
corners of Ireland and beyond to
attend the biggest events of the

year that are held on campus.

September graduation ceremonies
saw over 1,850 students conferred
over three days. Included this year
for the first time were graduates
from the BAinPublic Policy, BA

in Multimedia International, BBA
inBusiness and Accounting,

BBS inBusiness and Accounting
International, BBS in Equine Business
International, as well as the Diploma
in Leadership, Management and
Defence Studies for members

of the Defence Forces and An
Diopléma i Muineadh na Gaeilge.

1,025 graduates were conferred

in October during which three

new qualifications were awarded;
Honours Degree Bachelor of Arts
(Community and Youth Work)

from the Department of Applied
Social Studies; Higher Diplomain
Further Education fromthe Froebel
Department of Primary and Early
Childhood Education and the
Bachelor of Science (Biological and
Biomedical Science International).

WWWALUMNINUIM.IE
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Learningina
Changing Climate

- Dr Conor Murphy's (alumnus and lecturer with the
- Department of Geography, NUI Maynooth) passion
for climate change research takes him to Africa.

MAYNOOTH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  STAY CONNECTED, KEEP CONNECTED
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When Conor Murphy arrived at NUI Maynoothin
1999 as anundergraduate to study Geography and
English, he did not envisage that in 2013 he would still
be here, having carved out animmensely successful
academic career. Nor did he imagine that he would

be taking his passion for climate change research

to Zambia and Malawi. His latest project, funded

by Irish Aid, is seeking to transform the nature of
engagement between rural communities and policy
makers in addressing the issues of climate change
and food security. The project is strongly focused
onintegrating teaching and research and brings
together the expertise of over thirty academics in
the areas of climate change, adult and community
education, agriculture, biology and sociology to
develop amaster’s programme and research agenda
for practitioners who work with vulnerable rural
communities inboth Zambia and Malawi. Conor sees
geography as akey discipline in this work, bringing an
appreciation of both the physical and social processes
necessary inaddressing such complexissues and a
central recognition of the importance and uniqueness
of place in facilitating local scale adaptation.

Conor completed his master's and doctoral studies
within the Department of Geography where he is now
apermanent member of staff, and Acting Director of

ICARUS -the Irish Climate Analysis and Research Units.

Sincerea l'\c;\'w my

geography as a secondary school
student at Gorey Community
School | always wanted to study

the subject at NUIMaynooth.

‘Then, as now, the Department is the strongest
nationally with a very strong international presence
ontopics that are highly relevant for society, the
most outstanding of which for me was climate
change. | couldn't imagine myself studying and
working on this topic anywhere else in Ireland and

| haven'tbeen disappointed. As both a student and
staff member colleagues have been supportive,
encouraging and ofteninspiring, offeringagreat
environment in which to learn, teach and research.’

Following completion of his PhD studies on

climate change impacts on catchment hydrology

in 2007, Conor'sresearchinterests have evolved
todetecting and attributing change in catchment
hydrology, understanding uncertainty in simulations
of future climate, decision making in adapting to
climate change, understanding the dynamics of
adaptation at local levels. He has published his

work in several leading international journals, most
notable of whichis his paper in Nature Climate
Change exploring the role of social contract theory
inunderstanding the process of adaptationin
response to extreme events. This work has been
shortlisted for the Lloyds Science of Risk Prize 2013.

With colleagues John Sweeney, Rowan Fealy and Steve
McCarron, Conor helped the development of ICARUS
into the largest dedicated climate research centrein
Ireland and highlights the vibrancy and relevance of
the work undertaken by colleagues and researchers
there as central to his own development, particularly
therole of PhD students in pushing the boundaries

of new knowledge. The range of work conducted by
the group onall aspectsrelated to climate change,

and the contribution that has been made to national
policy and international knowledge in the field has
beenimpressive. Following the recent retirement

of John Sweeney, Conor relishes continuing that
contribution as Acting Director, and continuing to teach
climate change to both undergraduates and students
studying on the MScin Climate Change programme.

1. Michael Kenny (Adult and Community Education, NUI Maynooth)

Dr David Sibalwa (Zambian Open University ZAOU), Dr Conor Murph

(Dept of Geography NUI Maynooth), Dr Bernie Grummell and Prof.

Anne Ryan (Adult and Community Education, NUI Maynooth) and Prof.
Mwananyanda Mbikusita Lewanika (Zambiab Open University ZAOU).

2. Prof. Anne Ryan and Conor Murphy from NUI Maynooth
with TEN (Transformative Engagement Network) - the group
delivering the MA Programme in the African Universities

WWWALUMNINUIM.IE
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We were the ‘transition year' students,
amotley grouping of youthful promise
from the four corners of Ireland who
were riding out the most traumatic turn
of events in the history of the nation, the
Catholic Church and its institutions.

In the early 1960s, a‘perfect storm’' was

blowing up around the advent of television,

the workings of Vatican Il, the awakening
of the oppressed that was to give rise

to three decades of Northern ‘Troubles,
the prospect of universal free secondary
education, and the opening up of the
protected Irish economy and workplace
to the realities of modern commerce.

For the one hundred members of the
Maynooth entry class of 1963, the effects
were not very noticeable at first. The
solid structures and traditions that had
buoyed up a dozen generations of trainee
pastors for the Irish church protected

us from the harsh edges of change.

But soon the diminishing numbers on the
class list told the truth: at this rate, less
than half of the initial enrolment would
reach their planned destination. It took
awhile for the reframing to take place:
most of us were being educated, or had
been educated, for something different
than what we had set out to be.

‘These are the ties that bind

- family, friendships and
ashared alma mater’

Celebrating the

Transition Years -
A Half-Century Later

Denis Bergin (BA 1966) recalls the time he first came to
Maynooth in 1963 and the era it heralded to a socially and
culturally different Ireland of the 1960s. He is a writer and editor

Family Vatters

Many alumnihave family members who attended the
University over the years. Mother and daughter, Breda and
Maria Sunderland who graduated with BAs over 30 years

who lives in Co. Offaly and in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.

Our diet of secular knowledge was not
exactly meagre, but it was limited. There
were luminaries among our professorial
corps (O'Fiaich in History, Connolly in
English, McConnell in Maths Physics,
O'Doibhlinn in French), but in some
departments the professors almost
outnumbered the students in any given
year, and those seeking cultural adventure
or intellectual excitement in the broader
context often had to look elsewhere.

The winds of change could be felt, however,
in small advances. Two nuns joined the

Arts course and the post-graduate Higher
Diploma in Education class was opened up
to lay participation in 1966, experiencing an

enrolment explosion in the subsequent years.

And out of what might be regarded as an
unpromising mix in that transitional era
came what might be claimed to be one of
the most impressive cohorts of professors,
educators, public servants and (dare we
say it!) pastors in the College's history.

So when the Class of ‘63 assembled on

the forecourt of the John Paul Il Library

on a Sunday in October 2013, there were
apologies from a Professor of Politics at
Princeton, the current Minister for Trade
and Development in the Irish government,
the founding professor of Ireland's first
university department of Communications,
and the former Head of Human Resources
at Bournemouth University.

But we had with us on the day a former
member of the International Monitoring
Commission for Northern Ireland, the former
heads of a half-dozen of the country's largest
secondary schools, an international authority
on stress in industry and education, a retired
Professor of Classical Philology from the
University of Hamburg, the current chairman
of Dundalk Town Council and the man who

up to recently was the Prior of Lough Derg!

As on most such occasions, the talk was
mostly of student escapades, professorial
quirks, and the perspective that the passage
of time brings to all human endeavours.

But underlying the light-hearted banter was
the sneaking suspicion that we were, in fact,
the heralds of a future Maynooth where the
lion of intellectual advancement would lie
down with the lamb of spiritual discernment
to create something unique in the progress
of Irish third-level education. Floreat!

1&2. Members of the Maynooth Science Class of
1963-66: at back: Dick Mohan (Tyrone); front left to
right: Michael Dolan (Leitrim), Christy McQuinn (Carlow)
Larry Fingleton (Laois)... and on the same spot fift

ears later: Michael Dolan, farmer and community leader;
Larry Fingleton, formerly Vice-Principal, Blessington
Vocational School: Christy McQuinn, formerly Principal
Tullow Community School; Dick Mohan, formerly Prior,
Lough Derg and currently PP. Clones, Co. Monaghan

apart, share their memories of college life with the Bridge.

Breda Sunderland (nee Desmond)
BA1979,MA1980, PhD 1989

St Patrick’s College in1976 was on the cusp
of great change; | was alst Arts student.
Within a year the North Campus was

open. Inways my undergraduate journey
paralleled the emergence of the university
froma cloistered past towards tentatively
embracing its academic potential. In later
years, as apostgraduate and through

my work, I've watched proudly as NUI
Maynooth progressed towards ajustifiable
confidence inwhat it does so well - teaches.

Maynooth was truly an alma mater,
nurturing passion for learning. Special
memories include Patricia Coughlan’s
lectures on'Wuthering Heights'and
Heaney; Tadhg O Duishlaine on O Riordain’s
‘Brosna’and every course taught by Fr
Peter Connolly. | was blessed by inspiring
academic supervisors - John Sweeney,
Peter Denman and, again, Peter Connolly.
Acircle of friends wont to talk about
Yeats or‘Hamlet'over lunchwas such a
privilege - we were serious students!

I've worked in Athy College for over 32
years. | enjoy liaising with the University's
Access office - Ann O'Brien became part
of the tapestry thatis'My Maynooth.'|
love when our students - including my
daughter, Maria - opt to study at NUI
Maynooth. This autumn | satinthe Aula
Maxima as Mariawas conferred with an
MSc and quietly reflected on the bonds that
Maynooth has forged, between past and
present, between mother and daughter.

Maria Sunderland
BA 2009, PGDE 2010, MSc
(Mathematics for Education) 2012

Having spent the past sixyearsasa
student at NUIMaynooth, | canhonestly
say that | chose the right place to study!

As astudent of mathematics and
geography, | have many happy memories
of great lecturers. I'llalways be grateful
to Ann O’ Shea for continuing to build

my interest in mathematics as an
undergraduate and as apostgraduate.
John Sweeney, whose geography courses
| loved, was even there in mum's time!

I enjoyed many visits to the library - often
forasocial call'Most special to me are
the friendships forged that will last a
lifetime. I have survived exam fever,
writer's block, deadlines, Christmas
dayinthe SUandevena canteen fire!
Currently, | am teaching mathematics and
geography in Piper's Hill College, Naas.

InSpringsteen’'s words, ‘These are
the ties that bind’- family, friendships
and a shared alma mater.

A note from G
the Editor...
If you or a family member would like to share

your memories of your student days in Maynooth,
we'd love to hear fromyou.

MAYNOOTH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  STAY CONNECTED, KEEP CONNECTED
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Maynooth

¢ Memories &
Memorabilia

General ) Chewi ide Loajc House - April 1977
Back: Vincent McCarvill, Tom Slevin, Ggr Chrfin, Patrick Layola, francis Mulligan,

Michadl Halfon, Tomtmy Byrhe Front: €amon Mulvihill, Ann MgDauald, St No -
Ryan, Michael NevikiRevdiProf. Michael Casey, Mary Duff r'u, B

' | to
Following a successful appeatte
Slumni in 2012, the Bridge is delighted
to feature a selection of responses
we received fromthisyears appeal.

Also, check out the Rag Week'94
videos that we've posted to YouTube.
Let us know if you recogrﬂsg anyone
and do share it with your friends.

onferin ony oufsid u ima, November 1981
Prof John Briody, Mary Lynam BSc 1981), Prof Peter Carr, Tony Aleock (BSc 1981)

Rag Week 1994 Responses

Here’s a selection of some of the
comments from our LinkedIn and
Facebook members after we posted the
Rag Week ’94 videos to YouTube:

Ciaran Nugent (BA 1995)

Wow. That’s me at the 1.00 minute mark
in Episode 2 being kissed by Stephen
Murphy (who was dressed as a woman for
some reason). Daithi Neligan is the
Crimeline policeman. Others featured
are Joe Donnelly and Denis Clohessy
(the SU president and Vice President).
Joe Donnelly is now a radio producer
and presenter whilst Denis scores
music for theatre and film productions.
I could go on for ages here but I'll
end by remembering that the Rag Week
t-shirts worn by the Hit Squad were
designed by Deirdre de Barra. She’s
creating comic books these days.

Patricia Rose Love (BA 2003)
What a great place!

Patrick Downey (BA 1997)

I LOVE IT! Great seeing those
old faces. Thanks for posting
and for making my day! :)

Karen O'Hanlon Cohrt (BSc 2007)
I miss Maynooth now!!

Kevin Walsh (BSc 1999)
The year I started! Makes me
feel old but great memories :)

Conor McHugh (BA 1996)

I'm loving the Rag TV videos. I was
actually one of the camera men in
1996. One of the best weeks of my
life! Back when college was still
fun! I was at the Galway Cycle Ball
last Friday night, and got chatting
to a gang of lads who were in
college during that era. Your videos
have prompted great memories

Annmarie Cudden (BA 2011)

Amazing to think this was almost
twenty years ago. Few flashbacks to
the nineties, hair, clothes and the
ashtray with the cigarettes in. How
times have changed, no more cigarettes
indoors, new canteen, and better
still a new library... Onwards and
upwards Maynooth University, but
thank you to you guys for giving
us something to look back on :)

Where to start? In no particular order:

Sunday night movies in the Aula Maxima. Hoping

they'd finish before last orders in The Roost.

Student Union discos on a Wednesday
night in the students’ union building
that was a glorified shed, at the back
of a field behind the Arts Block.

Bringing over a video tape (yes, it was a long
time ago) for the barman in the students’
union to show a movie and whiling away a

rainy afternoon with some friends there.

The grass getting cut in Joe’s square
and people getting worried as that
was the indicator about how prepared

you should be by then for exams.

Everyone being evacuated from the chemistry
lab by Logic House, due to someone

breaking a thermometer or some such.

Studying in Loftus Halls in the
evenings, coming up to the exams

and strolling around the Graf
The song contest.
The carol service in The Gun at Christmas.

Sitting around in sparsely furnished
student houses, including our own, and

doing nothing of value and enjoying it.
Happy Days (1985-1988)

By Seamus O'Boyle

Graduation Ball
Anne Plunkett (BSc981), Teresa Redmond (nee
Bob McKiernan (BSe1980), Michael ?Biology

A note from
the Editor...

Why not join our Facebook and
LinkedIn Groups so you can be part
of the discussion?
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Minister Quinn

Universit¥’l
an

Strategic

The NUIMaynooth Strategic Plan 2012-201/7

Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairi Quinn TD

and Professor Philip Nolan, President NUI Maynooth

was launched in June this year by the Minister

for Education and Skills, Ruairi Quinn, TD.

The Strategic Plan sets out the direction of the
University and our contribution to education and
researchuntil 2017 and focuses on key areas such as
aradical enhancement of undergraduate education,
developing centres of excellence for research, doubling
international student mobility and collaborating with
otherinstitutions domestically and internationally.

Speaking at the launch, University President, Professor
Philip Nolan said:'We know the world is changing more
rapidly than at any point in human history, and we asked
ourselves how we can prepare graduates for sucha
complex and unpredictable future. Our goal is tobe
thebestplaceinlirelandto learn, where we furnish
graduates not just with knowledge and skills, but with the
capacity toreflect, to analyse, toreason, to articulate
clearly their point of view, with the flexibility to adapt
to challenge and change, and with the confidence

and capacity to make their world a better place.

NUIMaynooth's Strategic Plan sets out the direction

of the University and its contribution to education until
2017.1t focuses onkey areas such as creating a liberal
education model, collaborating with other institutions
domestically and internationally and developing centres
of excellence forresearch and entrepreneurship.

Key initiatives under the Strategic Plan include:

Developing a radically different model
of undergraduate education

- Developing new subject combinations across the
sciences, social sciences and humanities to prepare
graduates for emergingroles in the economy and society

- Ensuring students are highly competent in their own
subject areas, but also giving students structured
opportunities to broaden their education so
they can appreciate different perspectives
and operate ininterdisciplinary teams

- Astrongemphasis onthe important intellectual skills of
reflection, analysis, critical thinking and problem-solving

Developing centres of excellence in key areas of research

- Building onthe University's existing research strengths
to create centres of excellence ininformation and
communications technology, biochemical sciences, social
and spatial analysis, digital humanities, and innovation

- Implementing strategic measures to attract
the bestresearchers and scholars

- Ensuringthat the benefits of university research
flow to the economy and society, building on the
University's strong record of commercialisation

Further internationalising the University

- Doublinginternational student mobility, the number
of international students attending Maynooth
and the number of Maynooth students with an
international experience as part of their degree

- Creating a vibrant multi-cultural, multi-lingual
environment that will prepare graduates to work
across boundaries, across borders, across cultures

Increased collaboration with other institutions

- The consolidation of Froebel College of Education to
NUIMaynooth, the 3U Partnership with DCU and
RCSI, and the recently announced partnership
with Athlone Institute of Technology,

Speaking at the launch of the Strategic Plan, Minister
for Education and Skills, Ruairi Quinn TD said:

'l am particularly pleased to see

the focus that NUIMaynooth's
Strategic Plan provides on creating
graduates who can think critically.

| welcome the long-term view that the University has taken.
[too am firmly of the view that education s for life, and
while there is much that needs to and is being reformed
within the system, | am always conscious that the purpose
of any reformis to improve outcomes for students.’
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Hitting the Right Note

The University's Chamber Choir make their debut tour of the US.

InMarch 2013, the NUI Maynooth Chamber Choir
returned from a hugely successful debut tour of the
US, performing a special St Patrick's Day Concert
at The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,
Albany. The tour, which also included performances
inthe Leighton Concert Hall, Notre Dame and the
Irish American Heritage Center, Chicago, generated
significant media publicity on St Patrick’s Day radio
inNYC, on Albany state televisionandin the Irish
Examiner New York edition. US based alumniwere
invited to attend these performances which received
standing ovations at each and every venue.

The Choir, consisting of twenty-four singers under the
direction of alumnus and conductor Michael Dawson
(BMus 2011), performed an imaginative and exciting
programme of Irish, European and American choral
music. While in the States, they were invited to perform
live on the Adrian Flannelly Radio Show in New York
onlrishRadio Network USA and to perform for the
‘Fighting’ 69th Infantry Regiment in New York where
they were presented with aMedal of Excellence.
Another tour highlight was their performance for the
Ireland-US Council and Governor Como of New York.

Foundedin1986 under Emeritus Professor Gerard
Gillen, the Choir was first directed by alumnus Dr
John O'Keeffe. Since then the Choir has gained
recognition as one of the leading university choirs in
Ireland. It has mainly specialised in the performance
of sacredrepertoire fromrenaissance polyphony to
contemporary works, maintaining a consistent focus
onmajor works by twentieth-century composers,
stretching from Duruflé, Vaughan Williams and Pizzetti
through to Bernstein, Barber and Part. The Choir

has an established tradition of commissioning and
promoting new music and has presented premiéres
of anumber of pieces by Irish composers.

A note from the Editor...

If you'd like to be kept up to date on music and cultural events

in the University, make sure you've registered with our Online

Community at https://alumni-network.nuim.ie
If you're a former member of any of the University's choirs,
the Alumni Office would love to hear from you.

In 2011, the Choir celebrated their 25th anniversary
with a gala performance attended by former President
Mary McAleese as Guest of Honour under the baton

of Maynooth Alumni Advisory Board member, Aengus
0'Maolain (BMus 2009, MA 2011). The Chamber Choir
also performed at one of the regional finals of the
2013 All-Island School Choir competition which was
recorded by RTE in October inthe College Chapel.

Membership of the Choir is by audition and is open
toall students and staff of both NUI Maynooth and
St Patrick's College Maynooth. Members are offered
the chance of choral experience at a very high level
and to date over 250 of the Choir’s graduates have
gone on to take their place in many of Ireland'’s
premier choral groups, including Antina and the
National Chamber Choir. The on-campus work of
the Choir centres eachyear onits involvement in
the annual Maynooth Carol Services and on a major
end-of-year concert in the College Chapel which

in 2014, will take place on Sunday, 11th May.

ADRIAN FLANNELLY
New Jersty - foamecit-

Pictured (l-r); Siobhain Maguire, Amy Gleeson, Mikaela Bonner and Erin Dollard

WWWALUMNINUIM.IE
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Online Archive
of Spoken Irish from

the 1920s & 30s

Academics from NUI Maynooth have been working with The Royal
Irish Academy, to put a unique record of the sounds of Irish as
it was spoken throughout Ireland in the 1920s and 30s online.

www.doegen.ieishometoaudio | transfertherecordingstothe

recordings made by Dr Wilhelm | web, together with annotated About Dr Wilhelm Doegen
Doegen, who came to Ireland transcripts of content, speaker Dr Wilhelm Doegen (1877-1967)
eighty-five years ago at the details, translations of the was Director of the Lautabteilung,
request of the new Ministry of transcripts and other data. Preussische Staatsbibliothek (the

Education, to make a permanent The site is fully bil Lit Sound Department at the Prussian
esiteistully bilingual. State Library), Berlin. Doegen had
Irr?:ﬁﬁ::;:f:ﬁuﬁgﬁ:iﬁge will enable linguistic, folkloric made recordings with the%deon
still spoken. The project ran andmusicological research Recording Company, Berlin (1909-14)
from 1928 t0 1931, and 136 and teaching, as wellas for the purpose of teaching foreign
speakers from17 counties providinga resource for languages at the Borsig High School,
recorded 400 stories, songs, family and local history. where he was employed as a teacher.

prayers, charms and parables. Lead academic project During World War |, he visited 70
The original wax matrices partner is Professor Ruair{ POW camps where he recorded over
were transferred to Berlinand O hUiginn, Roinn na Nua- 250 languages and dialects, as well
reformatted onto shellacdisks. | Ghaeilge, NUlMaynooth, and as examples of traditional music. The

website editoris Dr Eoghan 0 prisoners of war recited the Parable
Ragh.allalgh, RoinnnaNua- of the Prodigal Son in their own
Ghaeilge, NUI Maynooth. language and dialect for comparative

Although the shellac recordings
have beenlong known to
linguists, the Academy Library

wanted to make them freely The project also benefitted purposes. This work resulted in the
available to all via a digital from work done by Maynooth production of 1,650 shellac records.
archive ontheinternet.In2008, | students SiobhanBarrettand In1926 the Irish government asked
withafundinggrantunder the Liadan Ni Chearbhaill under Dr Doegen to make recordings of

Higher Education Authority's the NUI Maynooth Summer Irish speech in the Gaeltacht and in
PRTLI4, the Academy Library Programme for Undergraduate areas of the country where Irish had

commenced a project to Researchers (SPUR). suffered decline. Suitable speakers

were secured and arrangements
were made for them to be recorded.

Speakers were transferred to the
recording location where they were
expectedtosingasong, tellastory,
recite a version of the Parable of the
Prodigal Son (based on a copy supplied
to them in advance), count numbers or

recite aprayer. The recordings were
made on wax matrices which were
thentransported to Berlin where
they were converted to shellac.

Siobhén Fitzpatrick, Royal Irish Academy
Librarian, Professor Luke Drury, Royal Irish
Academy President, and Dr Eoghan O Raghallaigh
Roinn na Nua-Ghaeilge, NUI Maynooth

‘In the month since you left, | see
the situationin N. Ireland has

improved tremendously.’

Silence Would

be Treason

Helen Fallon, Sr Majella McCarron, Dr ide Corley, Dr Owens
Wiwa, Prof. Philip Nolan, Baroness Nuala O'Loan, Dr Anne
O'Brien (Kairos Communications) and Dr Lawrence Fox

NUIMaynooth publishes book and audio archive

to mark the 18th anniversary of the death of

human-rights activist, Ken Saro-Wiwa.

Abook of letters and poems written by Nigerian
environmental and humanrights activist and Nobel
Peace Prize nominee Ken Saro-Wiwa, was launched
at NUI Maynooth on November 8th by his brother,
Dr Owens Wiwa, to mark the 18th anniversary of his
execution by the then Nigerian military regime.

Thebook, ‘Silence Would be Treason, last writings of Ken
Saro-Wiwa'features the private letters written by Ken Saro-
Wiwa to Irish missionary nun Sister Majella McCarron (OLA)

while he was on death row, as well as a selection of his poems.

Ken Saro-Wiwa was the author of poetry, short stories,
novels, children's books and various pieces of journalism. He
produced work for radio and wrote a topical television series
that satirized the get-rich-quick mentality of his countrymen
and women. Much of his fiction addressed current Nigerian
socio-political and economic issues. He was amember of

the small ethnic group, the Ogoni, numbering over half a
million people who inhabit a small region in the South East

of the Niger Delta. Over 100 oil wells, a petrochemical
complex and two oil refineries were located in the area.

Smuggled out of his detention centre in bread baskets,
the letters document Ken's painful transition from
political activist to political prisoner, his courageous
efforts to protect the Niger Delta, and an enduring
friendship with Sister Majella. The letters also address
the growing political instability in Nigeria, the writer's
hopes for peace in NorthernIreland, and his passion
for peace andjustice throughout the world.

The letters were donated two years ago to the University

by Sister Majella, a native of Derrylin, Co. Fermanagh, who
first met Ken during the 1990s, on foot of NUI Maynooth
sociology students'involvement in environmental
campaigning. The resulting book was edited by Dr ide Corley,
Helen Fallon and Dr Laurence Cox of NUI Maynooth.

The strong bond between Saro-Wiwa, who is considered
tobe one of the great humanitarian figures of the late

20th century, was strengthened following Saro-Wiwa's
arrest and detention as Sr Majella became his lifeline to
the outside world. He shared with her his despair at his
incarceration and also the comfort he received from their
correspondence. In one letter, dated the 16th September
1994, he wrote, 'Inthe month since you left, | see the situation
inN. Ireland has improved tremendously. The possibility

of peace is so comforting, | hope it happens. 25 years is
along time to be fighting, surely. God grant that it works.
Nigeria has progressively gone down the drains to its worst
possible nadir. With all sensible newspapers banned, a

lot of people in detention & laws which establish that the
dictatorship cannot be challenged in court, we are inreal
trouble, to say the least.' She was toreceive his final letter
one month after his execution by hanging. He also sent her
anumber of his poems which had not yet been published.

At the launch, the University also unveiled anew Ken
Saro-Wiwa Audio Archive in the Library. The audio
archive, ajoint initiative between NUI Maynooth Library
and Kairos Communications, features a collection

of recordings including extensive interviews with

Sister Majella, speaking of her childhood in County
Fermanagh, her decision tojoin areligious order, working
in Nigeria and meeting Ken Saro-Wiwa, and her efforts
tosave his life and the lives of the Ogoni Nine.

The web-based audio archive is on open
access at http://library.nuim.ie/electronic-
resources/ken-saro-wiwa-audio-archive

MAYNOOTH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  STAY CONNECTED, KEEP CONNECTED
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For many, clubs and societies are considered
tobethe lifeblood of extra-curricular activity
oncampus. These student-led groups provide
every student with an opportunity to get
involved in activities outside of the lecture
halls, to try new activities they might never have
considered before becoming a student and to
acquire skill sets which became invaluable to
them when they entered the working world.

Traditionally, there have always beentwo
major highlights of the academic year for
clubs and societies - Clubs & Societies Fairs
Day and Clubs & Societies Awards Night.

Clubs & Societies Fairs Day, which takes place at
the start of every academic year, has consistently
proved to be the main method of recruiting
members. Originally held in the Aula Maxima on
the South Campus until 1991, it was transferred to
the Sports Complex where it has been held every
year since then (bar one when the new Phoenix
Restaurant was beingbuilt). Over the years, the
University has seen the formation of a diverse
and eclectic mix of clubs and societies. Societies
inthe 1980s, which included the Caradas Society,

¥

Nigerian Students Union, and the Social Action
Group, reflected the social and cultural landscape
of that decade. Some of the more traditional
societies such as the Biology Society and the
Sociology Society are still in existence today.

Another key date on the student activities
calendar is the Clubs & Societies Awards Night.
This event had humble beginnings under Mags
Murphy and Ronan Barry (SU President and
Vice-President) in the academic year 1994 /95
when the ceremony was hosted in the SU Bar.
However, as its popularity soared, the event was
transferred to the local Glenroyal Hotel where it
has gone from strength to strength each year.

A number of our society winners have gone on
to achieve national recognition of their efforts
at the Board of Irish College Societies (BICS)
National Society of the Year Awards including;
Paul Donnelly (Best Society Individual 2008),
Lydia Farrell (Best Fresher 2008), GLB Society
(Best Society 2008), Erin Barclay (Best Individual
2009), Spotlight Fashion Show (Best Event 2010),
Anthropology Society (Most Improved Society
2012), Finomics Society (Best New Society 2013).

| DY\ )
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2014 is the 20th anniversary of the
Clubs & Societies Awards Night and
we would like to invite any alumni
who served as a committee member
with a club or society over the years
to get in touch and register their
interest in a reunion event. Just email

alumni@nuim.ie stating the year
and club or society you were involved
with. We'd love to hear from you!

they win the

Clubs and

s night

2.Enjoying Clubs & Saoc

ietie!

s Fairs Day 2/10/2013
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1. Investment Funds Industry
Offers Job Opportunities for
Award-Winning Graduates

Two NUIMaynooth students have

won awards for their work during an
innovative new funds law course taught

at the University. The investment funds
industry is agrowth areaforjobsinlreland,
employing about 12,000 people. NUI
Maynooth anticipates thatits new funds
law course, launched earlier this year, will
open opportunities for its graduates.

Andrew Norry and Tomas Nolan were
presented with their awards on 30
September at the offices of Dublin law
firm Matheson. Andrew Norry won the
prize for best overall student, winning
a6-monthinternship at Matheson.

NUI Maynooth partnered with Matheson
to create the first-ever funds law module
available at anIrish university earlier this
year.Inaunique collaboration between
academia and industry, Liz Grace of
Matheson designed the course and taught
the students at Matheson's docklands
headquarters every week. She is Visiting
Professorin Funds Law at NUI Maynooth.

The funds law module formed part of
the Master of Laws Degree and the
Master of International Business Law
Degree offered by NUI Maynooth.
Pictured (l-r); Andrew Norry, Winner Matheson
Funds Law Intern 2013, Liz Grace, Matheson

Visiting Professor in Funds Law and Prof. Michael
Doherty, Head of NUI Maynooth Law School

2. Young Scientist Tanzania
Now in its Second Year

NUIMaynoothis pleased to announce its
associationwith the second year of the
Young Scientist Tanzania Exhibition, the
genesis of which occurred when trainees
from Tanzaniawere in Ireland through a
project hosted by researchers at Maynooth.

Young Scientist Tanzania aims to promote
and popularise science and technology

by linking these disciplines to social
themes, such as active citizenship and

the fight against poverty. Participating
secondary-school students generate the
ideas for their projects under four broad
categories - Biological and Ecological
Sciences, Chemical, Mathematical and
Physical Sciences, Social and Behavioural
Sciences, and Technology - based on
therealities within their communities.

The Young Scientist Tanzania is the only
example of its kind in sub-Sarharan Africa.
More than sixty projects from eighteen

of the twenty-threeregions of Tanzania
were competing for twelve awards.

Pictured (l-r): Aisha Nduku, Monica Shinina and

Nengai Moses from Kibosho Girls Secondary School
inKilimanjaro are honoured at NUl Maynooth.

3.Irish Universities Pledge to Help
Small Business Succeed in China

Agroup of five Irish Universities and
Institutes of Technology, led by NUI
Maynooth have come together to
support small businesses in China. The
Ireland-China International Strategic
Collaboration Programme (ISCP) funded
by Science Foundation Ireland aims to
unlock the experience of many years
of research operation in China to help
companies make their first moves into
the world's second largest economy.

The ISCP University partners include NUI
Maynooth, Trinity College Dublin, DCU, DIT

and the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.

The SFIsupported event brings together
Enterprise Ireland and the IDA in a unique
single venue to support Irish Business.

Discussing the initiative, Professor Bernard
Mahon, VP Research said:'As the recent
international financial crisis has engulfed
the economies of the westernworld, the
importance of the Chinese economy on
the world stage has never beenmore
evident. The Chinese domestic consumer
market continues to go from strength
tostrength, and Chinese companies

are now increasingly emerging as not
only out-sourcing partners for western
business, but also as competitors to
these same businesses. With these

market trends inmind it is becoming
more important Irish Universities to
support the business community to gain
agreater understanding of the Chinese
economy, and Chinese society".

Further information at www.iscpchina.ie

Pictured (l-r); Prof. Bernie Mahon, Vice-Pres for
Research, NUI Maynooth; Shelly Xiong, Senior Partner,
Haoliwen Partners; Bernard Durkan, TD, Vice Chairman
Foreign Affairs Committee, Xiaochuang Wu, Chinese
Embassy, Brian Harrison, Science Foundation Ireland

4. Breakthrough for
Inflammatory Bowel Disease

Aresearch team led by Professor Paul
Moynagh, Head of the Department

of Biology has made a breakthrough
discovery by identifying a protein
‘Pellino3’that may protect against
inflammatory bowel diseases suchas
Crohn's disease. Theresearch findings
have beenacceptedand published inthe
prestigious ‘Nature Immunology'journal.

Theresearch team has discovered a crucial
role for aprotein, Pellino3, in controlling
unwanted inflammation in the intestine
and therefore protecting against the
development of Crohn’s disease. According
tothe Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of
America, 1in 200 Americans struggle

with Inflammatory Bowel Disease, while
inEuropeitis estimated that upward

of two million are sufferingwith it.

When chronic inflammation occurs
inthe intestine, this canlead to
conditions known as inflammatory
bowel diseases of which Crohn's disease
is an especially debilitating strand.

The team at NUI Maynooth has discovered
that the levels of Pellino3 are dramatically
reduced in Crohn's disease patients, which
is amajor advance in the understanding

of inflammatory diseases of the digestive
system. The team is now building on these
findings and aims to use Pellino3 as the
basis for anew diagnostic for Crohn's
disease and as atarget in the design of
drugs to treat this incurable disease.
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5.3U Partnership and Ikea Combine
to Highlight Diabetes Risk

Anovel way toreach the estimated

30,000 Irish people with undiagnosed
diabetes, and the many thousands

more at risk of developing diabetes

was launched earlier this year at IKEA's
Dublin store by the 3U Partnership
comprising academics from NUI Maynooth,
Dublin City University (DCU) and Royal
College of SurgeonsinIreland (RCSI).

Onvarying days, the free IKEA tape
measures that customers pick up to
help with their purchasing will also carry
the critical waistline markers -
32inches forwomenand 37 inches for
men - that are the globally recognised
indicators of risk for Type 2 diabetes.

Dr JanRigby, Head of Geography at NUI
Maynooth said the idea to approach IKEA
came about during the consortium’s study
over the past year:'What we found time and
again was that often people inIreland were
completely unaware of what their waist
sizes were. And | think that's partially
linked to another modern phenomenon.
The tape measure in the sewing box was
once commonly available to keep track

of family heights and waistlines so we
wanted to bring the tape measure back
into people’s lives and were delighted

that IKEA decided to come onboard.

She added that customers could take

the tape measures home and use them
forahandy reference guide in the future.
Pictured (L-r): Prof. Philip Nolan, President, NUI

Maynooth; Dr Ruth Davis, Director, 3U Partnership
and Prof. Brian MacCraith, President, DCU
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6. Maynooth Education Forum

Inthe summer of 2013, NUI Maynooth
hosted the inaugural Education Forum,
an event which will become anannual
platform for openand honest dialogue,
and stimulating debate. The 2013 Forum,
entitled'Irish Education: Differing
Views, Developing Visions', brought
together the very brightest and bestin
modern thinkers, strategists, academics
and practitioners to analyse topics

such as What is An Educated Person?

Is Higher Education Educating? and
Schools for the 21st Century.

The event featured speakers including
Professor Richard Pring of Oxford
University, Professor Richard Arum of
New York University, Dr Kevin Marshall,
Head of Education at Microsoft Ireland
and Sean O'Foghld, Secretary General
at the Department of Education

and Skills, with lively contributions
from panellists and the floor.

The University welcomes your
attendance and contribution at future
events whichwillbe run as part of
Maynooth Education Forum.

Pictured at the event are Dr Kevin Marshall, Microsoft
Ireland: Prof. Richard Pring, Oxford University:

Prof. Richard Arum, New York University and
Prof. Philip Nolan, President, NUl Maynooth

/.NUIMaynooth Tops Irish
Rankings in World's Best
‘New' Universities

In June this year NUI Maynooth was named
as the highest placed Irish university in
the Times Higher Education (THE) 100
Under 50 rankings, which lists the leading
new universities in the world. The ranking
whichfocuses onthe world's best 100
universities less than 50 years old, is now
inits second year and NUI Maynooth,
named at #74, retains its position as

the top-ranked Irish institution.

The survey helps identify which
countries are challenging the US and

UK as the next education powerhouses.
Universities are ranked according to
arange of criteriaincludingresearch
income achieved, reputation for teaching,
numbers of PhDs awarded, the number
and quality of scholarly papers and
citations from staff and numbers of
international staff and students.

Commenting on the rankings NUl Maynooth
President Professor Philip Nolan said,
‘Itisimportant not to place too much
emphasis onrankings of this nature as

they are largely subjective and fail to
capture the full value of auniversity's
work, however this does underline that
the tremendous achievements of NUI
Maynooth since its foundation continue
tobeinternationally recognised.

Full details on the Times Higher
Education100 Under 50 at www.
timeshighereducation.co.uk/
world-university-rankings

8. Official Opening of the Library

NUI Maynooth’s library building
was also officially opened by the
Minister for Education and Skills,
Ruairi Quinnin June this year.

At atotal size of 10,000sgm, the
University's library caters for adiverse
range of study styles ranging from

social and collaborative to silent and
individual. The library features fully-
equipped seminar and group study rooms
for groups, complete with computer
access and interactive whiteboards to
aid collaborative study activities and
meets the changing needs of students
with longer opening hours, particularly
flexible during exam times, and extensive
electronicresources and services.

Professor Philip Nolan thanked those
who had brought the project to fruition.
‘This new library building represents an
investment of €20 million by the State,
aninvestment from which generations
of students will benefit. | would like

to thank all those in Government, the
Department of Education and Skills,
the Higher Education Authority and the
design and construction teams as well
as the staff here in the University for
making this areality for our students.’
Pictured (l-r); Prof. Philip Nolan, President, NUI Maynooth,

with Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairi Quinn at
the launch of the University's Strategic Plan 2012-17
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ﬁ;ﬁ Srlsabelle Smyth
- B, BA1969,MAIST0

[ went to Maynooth in1966 when it first
opened towomen students - there
were only seven of us there inmy first
year and the late David Thornley was
our lecturer. | witnessed the present
campus being built brick by brick.

I belong to the Medical Missionaries
of Mary (MMM). My first assignment
after graduation took me to Tanzania
inthe inspiring times of Julius Nyerere.
| was the Administrator of a small

but very busy mission hospital at
Makiungu-asemi-desertarea.

After that | spent six years as Secretary
General of MMM and my next assignment
was to Brazil where | was greatly influenced
by Paulo Freire and his pedagogy of the

oppressed, as well as by liberation theology.

Iwasrecalled to Ireland after seven
years towork at the Communications
Desk of the Irish Missionary Union,

and later ran the Communications
Department for MMM, editing the
Yearbook ‘Healing & Development’.

This job took me travelling to USA, UK,
Nigeria, Angola, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda,
Malawi, Rwanda and back to my beloved
Tanzania.lam now kept busy as Writer in
Residence withMMM based in Dublin.

Since 2005 I have been involved with the
Irish anti-human-trafficking campaign
known as APT (Act to Prevent Trafficking).
I am the Website Content Manager of
www.aptireland.org. Maynooth Students
actually feature in our masthead

helping this campaign. In October 2013
APT collaborated with the Maynooth
chaplaincy and Social Justice Week
tobring aBelfast theatre company,
called Spannerinthe Works, to the
Student Centre to stage theirriveting
play about human trafficking, Diablo.

I believe tackling the problem of
human trafficking is the cutting
edge of Christian mission today!

Mary Lynam
BSC 1981

| graduated from MaynoothwithaBSc.
(hons) in Biology and Chemistry in1981.
In1985 | obtained an MS in Chemistry

from the University of Notre Dame. After
graduation | worked at the University of
Minnesota, and Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute (NY) and the University of
Michigan (Ann Arbor). I returned to school
and graduated with aPhD in Environmental
Health Sciences from the University of
Michiganin 2003. From there Imoved to
North Carolina to pursue postdoctoral
research at the US Environmental
Protection Agency in Research Triangle
Park.In 2007 I returned to Michigan to
teachinthe Science and Mathematics
Department at Marygrove College, Detroit.
In 2010 I became aResearch Investigator
inthe Department of Environmental
Health Sciences at the University of
Michigan.|amamember of a group that
characterizes constituents in air pollution,
eg. particulate matter, mercury, trace
element etc. My job entails, field monitoring
of air pollutants, laboratory analysis and
manuscript writing, all of which | love.

My days in Maynooth were filled with great
times, great professors, students, friends,
parties, dances etc. There is so much about
my education there that makes me realise
how progressive and forward looking a
place it was inthe1980s. During my last
year of studies, there were ten of us in the
BSc (hons) cohort. We had small lecture
classes, engaged inundergraduateresearch
and interacted with faculty on a daily basis.
Thirty years later, research is considered
amust inthe undergraduate curriculumin
the Science Technology Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) fields in the United
States. Maynooth was also ahead of its
time withrespect to the presence of women
faculty in STEM fields notably, Professors
Anne Burnell (Biology) and Susan McKenna
Lawlor (Physics) who were my teachers
and role models who inspired me to pursue
acareer inthe sciences. My education at
Maynooth prepared me to pursue further
studies inthe US and compete with the
brightest and best from around the globe.

_ = SeanRyan
ﬁ‘ BA1989

In1985 | went to Maynooth to study

for the priesthood and lived on the 'Old
Campus'indifferent buildings. College life
included singing (Chapel Choir and Choral
Society), sport (soccer and swimming)
and dramatics. On Saturdays | took the
number 66 bus to explore Dublin. | would
board the Nestersbus at the Leinster
Arms to travel to Ballinasloe for holidays.

In1989 | graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
(Hons) inHistory and Geography. | studied
other subjects: Philosophy, French, English
and German. After a year studying theology
| decided that priesthood was not for me.

After movingtoLondonin19901gota
jobworking as a curator at the Science
Museum where | set up the Documentation
Centre and thenworked as information
manager on the Wellcome Wing project.
In1996 | worked in the private sector as
aconsultantat A.T.Kearneyand Ernst &
Young. My education continued with an
MScin Information Science from City
University and learning French and Italian.

In 20001 moved to Paris working at Ernst &
Young Consulting then at the headquarters
of Capgemini's French business as a senior
communications manager. Since 2012, |

am an executive coach, communications
consultant and corporate journalist working
with French andinternational companies.

Life canbe aninterconnectedjourney as my
contact withNUI Maynooth continues by
attending seminars at the Centre Culturel
Irlandais given by visiting lecturers. In May
2013 I successfully passed the University's
Teastas Eorpach na Gaeilge Al exam. |
amalso in charge of communications

for the Irish Chaplaincy Paris.

Mark Neville
BA1991,1992 HDIPED

Since leaving Maynooth in1992 after
completingaBA and HDip Ed, | managed
togetajob at Castleknock College for six
years. During this time | married my lovely
wife Brenda (née O'Shea) who alsois a past
student of Maynooth having graduated
in1991withaBA Th. We took a career
break in1998 and travelled to Australia
onaone year work/holiday visa. Having
visited New Zealand during this time, we
decided toreturn there once we finished
our year. Since arriving in New Zealand in
2000, we have had three children Daniel
12,David10 and Leah 4 and are very well
settled in this beautiful country. Currently
lama Year Head at St Peter’s College in
Auckland where Brenda is also teaching.

We have very fond memories of Maynooth
as this is where we meet and it will always
be aspecial place for us. Having gone back
tolrelandin 2008 for my sister’s wedding,
we popped in to show them the campus and
look around. Lots of great memories came
flooding back and of note was how friendly
and warm everyone was there and the great
friendships that were made. | can't believe
thatitis 25years since | first attended - it
doesn't feel like it one bit! The years have
been good to Brenda and me and for those
of youwho have not been to New Zealand,

| can't recommend it highly enough.

N Elaine Collins

1/ BSC 1999, HDIP
y A MATHEMATICS 2000

I willalways remember my time in
Maynooth as one of the happiest periods
inmy life. My studies with the Science
Department provided me with a knowledge
base and skill-set that helpedme to forge a
career with Dell over the last twelve years.
I must admit that even though my science
degree brought withit aheavy schedule

of lectures and labs, | still found time to
enjoy the social aspects of the college

with some memorable nights of funand
laughter spentin The LA, The Roost and at
SU bar Extensions. It was however, during
ahectic, end of year revision sessionin the
JP2library that Imet my future husband
and even though he was an Arts student,
Mick Grogan and | finally tied the knot in
September, after almost 16 years together.

Although my academic life got off toa
shaky start, after arepeat of first year,
lembraced the challenge and went on
tocomplete apostgradinapplied and
theoretical statistics. The day after
finishing my final exams, | started work in
the Department of Finance but after a brief
stint (a year); | left the security of the civil
service and started work with Dell Inc. My
firstyears were spent as abusiness analyst
and after many interesting and diverse
roles | am currently the worldwide Director
of Customer Experience for Dell.com

Itis difficult to convey just how much the
Maynooth experience gave me, | will always
be grateful for the valuable life lessons
learned there but primarily it offered

me the opportunity to discover how to
survive and thrive in an environment unlike
anything | had previously experienced.

If you'd like to get in touch,
you can find me on LinkedIn;
www.linkedin.com/in/elainecollins

= Mark Wehrly
BA 2002, PHD 2009

F

Maynooth was a very different place on
the eve of the millenniumwhen | started
my academic career, studying English and
History. On campus in1999, there were
fewer students, fewer buildings, and lots
of talk of the Y2K bug causing chaos!

Threeyears later | graduated on the day
the world marked the first anniversary
of the cataclysmic events of 9/11. The
worldwas avery different place.

Irecall a particularly energetic and
enthusiastic debate surrounding those
events inmy final BA year. Despite many
differences of opinion, there was agreat
sense of collegiality and togetherness.

We were - students and teachers alike
-unitedin our desire to make sense of
the post-9/11world - and to cheer on
Ireland (sadly without Roy Keane) at
the World Cup inKorea and Japan!

Doing Arts was a great fit for me because it
gave me lots of options. After graduating,

I worked as ajournalist for 18 months

inthe sports departmentatirelandon
Sunday (now the Irish Mail on Sunday).

| came back to NUIMaynooth to do a PhD

in history in 2004, and went through a

very different - but equally rewarding -
second career in Maynooth, forging new
friendships and exploring new horizons,
bothintellectually andin‘the college of life"

Since graduatingin 2009, | worked in
various academic institutions as a lecturer
injournalism and history, before fate called
me back to Maynooth once more in my
currentjob as a National Administrator
with the Golfing Union of Ireland, whose
headquarters are in Carton House.
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4 e A new spin-out company from NUI Maynooth has The SMART system is based on Relational Frame
n lve rs I o m pa ny demonstrated that it is possible to increase intelligence Theory, which has been developed over the past

levels and has developed an online programme which 20 years and concludes that the development of

o can measurably increase intellectual ability. relational skills, i.e. understanding words and numbers
eve o s n ln e S o Do v e ot e e e aloped in terms of how they are related to other words and
the'SMART' ('Strenéthening Méntal Abilities with Bl EE e GRS G e Opppsite,
Roltona raining programmenwhichequips theuser | e e P SR TR L ST
s em o nc rease with the cognitive skills which lay the foundation for . P o .
analysis research has shown that relational skills are

e e R e R e e fundamental to all the main features of intellectual

oge intelligence levels. Unlike 'brain training’ products on the . . . o
g 8P development in education such as reading, writin,
n e ec u a l I market which merely enhance memory, SMART improves vocabuﬁar roblem solving and mathemga’tics -
the ability to reason logically and think clearly, so it y.P & .

) o } ) also leads to improvements in verbal ability, perceptual The SMART programme was developed by Dr Bryan
Irishresearchrevealsitis posable toincrease reasoning and speed of information processing. Roche, Lecturer in Psychology at NUI Maynooth

intelligence - significant increase in students'lQ levels. The system has been trialled in Irish schools with the and Dr Sarah Cassidy, Psychologist and Ligens.efj
latest research showing primary school students Psychometrician, who designed a series of training

experienced an average IQ rise of 23 points. programmes (55 in tota.l) pac|.<aged into an online
An Increase inIQabove 10 points represents a game where users acquire points as they advance

o ’ e ¥ . through the levels. The team is currently launching the
significant increase in intellectual ability. Evidence

shows that increases in the 1 levels of SMART programme internationally to the general public. —
participants are still in place four years later. Discussing SMART training, Dr Bryan Roche, Lecturer in
Psychology at NUI Maynooth said: ‘Much of what we need

to know in order to solve problems cannot be figured

out by the brain on its own and involves skills rather than

mere brain mass. The skills that make up intelligence - ||
relational skills - must be learned and even a brain that !
is highly developed has to learn how to solve problems.
The SMART system, unlike some ‘brain training’ games,

The latest trials were conducted with 15 students
from Rathmore National School in Athboy, Co

Meath where students took training exercises

two to three times weekly for over four months.
SMART training helps to improve skills such as
vocabulary, abstract thinking, concentration, memory,
judgement, task management, alertness to detail,

i o . . does not work by merely enhancing memory, it improves

b eye-hand coordination, non-verbal reasoning, planning o : . .

L e . . . the ability to reason logically and think clearly, so it i
i ability and processing speed for information. . . o

= also leads to improvements in verbal ability, perceptual
E Results from the latest trial included: reasoning and speed of information processing. |
o

- Average |Q rise among students of 23 points b

- Theaverage |Q of the children before their
SMART training was 97 (Average). After training |
it was 120 (Superior Intellectual Functioning). '

- Intwo cases, diagnoses of dyslexia were
revised following improvements in reading
skills that resulted from SMART training

- LowestQ levelrose from 84 before N
training to 106 following the training !

- Highest 1Q level rose from 119 before
training to 140 following the training

- 2children moved from the low average
range into the average range
The SMART programme is suitable for both
adults and children and is designed to improve
performance in school, at work and in normal day-
- 4 children moved from average to superior, to-day decision making and problem solving.
2 children moved from high average to
exceptional intellectual functioning (gifted)

- 4 children moved from average to high average,
1moved from high average to superior

The programme is available online
at www.raiseyourig.com

DrBryan Roche, Dr Sarah Cassidy-and John
Chambers with the pupils of Rathmore NS.
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Help us
award alumni
scholarships

Enjoy a great rate with the NUI Maynooth
Affinity Credit Card and each time you
use your Bank of Ireland Affinity card a
percentage of every transaction supports
NUI Maynooth in the following areas:

» Provides scholarships for our Alumni
» Adds to the development of the
University library

» Contributes to the construction of our
new education building

Funds from the Maynooth Affinity Card have
provided scholarships for Sarah Ryan and her MA in
Mathematics, Alan Clarke and his MSocSc in Social
Science and Tara McDonald and her MA in Digital
Humanities pictured here with Professor Ronan Reilly,
Dean of International and Graduate Studies.

To apply:

Visit any Bank of Ireland branch
@ www.bankofireland.com/alumni
€& or call 1890 365 100

.

v
‘You must be over 18 to apply for a credit card. Lending Criteria, terms and Ba n I( Of Irela nd @
conditions apply. Credit cards are liable to Government Stamp Duty annually. .'

Currently €30 per account. ) )
NUI MAYNOOTH For small steps, for big steps, for life
Bank of Ireland is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. Oliscoil na hEireann M4 Nuad



