BA Community & Youth Work
M H 1 16 FULL TIME - (LEVEL 8 HONOURS DEGREE)
M H 1 17 PART TIME - (LEVEL 8 HONOURS DEGREE)

Do you like...
Working with people?

Analysing problems and
working collectively with
others to develop solutions?

The idea of working to promote
equality and human rights?

Community work is concerned with the development
and empowerment of communities through
facilitating the active participation of people in
addressing issues that affect them collectively. It can
be done in a variety of contexts: in neighbourhoods,
with specific groups (e.g. women, Travellers) as

well as with partnership groups, local authorities
and state agencies. Community work in Ireland

is presented with a number of opportunities

and challenges by the rapidly changing social
context of recent years, including work with new
communities, migrant workers and refugees,
combating racism; and challenging the persistence
of other social and economic inequalities.

This course can be pursued as a full time option
MH116 or on a part time basis MH117. To

be eligible to apply for the part time option,
applicants must have relevant and verifiable
experience and be currently employed in

youth work and/or community work.

Youth work is defined in Irish legislationas a
‘planned programme of education designed for
the purpose of aiding and enhancing the personal
and social development of young persons
through their voluntary participation’ and it is
intended to be complementary to young people’s
formal and vocational education and training.
The Youth Work Act gives Vocational Education
Committees (VECs) responsibility for ensuring
and coordinating the provision of youth work

at local level, while direct youth work provision
continues to be carried out primarily by voluntary
organisations. The BA in Community and Youth
Work is a fully integrated programme of education
and training in both community and youth work.

CAREER OPTIONS MH116/MH117

Graduates of the BA in Community and Youth
Work will be equipped to take up professional
employment in a range of community and youth
work organisations and agencies: community
development projects, local urban and rural
development groups, community youth projects,
neighbourhood youth projects and local youth
services, as well as organisations concerned

with particular groups (women, Travellers, new
communities) or issues (unemployment, migrant
rights, drugs, poverty). Community and youth
work approaches are increasingly used in related
areas (local economic development, youth justice,
health promotion, participatory arts) and positions
of leadership and management are increasingly
open to graduates with relevant experience. A
degree in Community and Youth Work can also be
agood foundation for any job that requires social
awareness, sound analytical skills and the ability
to plan, organise and work closely with others.

ARTS, CELTIC STUDIES & PHILOSOPHY
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES FACULTIES

MH116 COURSE STRUCTURE

A range of topics related to Community and

Youth Work are studied in all years. In Third Year
anumber of professional development options
may be made available and students may also
avail of modular options in related social science
disciplines such as Anthropology and Sociology.
Supervised fieldwork practice is an essential
element of coursework at each level. Students will
be required to undertake fieldwork in contrasting
settings (this may involve travel within Ireland,
and international fieldwork placements may also
be considered, provided that the student has the
requisite experience and aptitude and that suitable
supervised fieldwork opportunities are available).
All students must undertake at least one period of

fieldwork in community work and one in youth work.

POSTGRADUATE OPTIONS

- MA (Applied Social Studies)

- MA Community and Youth Work
- MLitt

- PhD

MH117 COURSE STRUCTURE

Arange of topics related to Community and
Youth Work are studied in all years. A number
of professional development options may be
made available and students may also avail

of modular options in related social science
disciplines such as Anthropology and Sociology.

In-service students must be available for the
equivalent of 1.5 days per week for tuition on
campus during semester as well as periods

of study at summer schools (dates are set

at the commencement of each year).

190-191

Supervised fieldwork practice is an essential
element of coursework at each level. For in-service
students the existing place of employment will
provide the basis for most such fieldwork practice.

However, students will be required to undertake
fieldwork in contrasting settings (this may involve
travel within Ireland, and international fieldwork
placements may also be considered provided

that the student has the requisite experience and
aptitude and that suitable supervised fieldwork
opportunities are available). All students must
undertake at least one period of fieldwork in
community work and one in youth work.

The BA Community and Youth Work is taught within
the Department of Applied Social Studies which

also coordinates the BSocSc degree programme and
teaches the BSocSc subject of Social Policy, meaning
that the integrated teaching of relevant modules
across the two programmes can be facilitated.





