
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEUVEN-MAYNOOTH-EDINBURGH RESEARCH SEMINAR  

24-25 June 2022 

convened by Tobias Lock (Jean Monnet Chair in EU Law and Fundamental Rights, Maynooth University), 
Wouter Devroe (Faculty of Law, KU Leuven) and Leandro Mancano (School of Law, University of Edinburgh)  

 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

 

The State of the Unions 

Seminar on the EU-UK legal relationship(s) 

 

More than one year after the end of the Brexit transition period and the entry into force of the Trade and 

Cooperation Agreement, post-Brexit EU-UK relations have begun to take shape. This seminar aims to delve 

into these new legal relations from different angles, by paying attention to the existing framework and the 

potential for future developments. These include, but are not limited to, questions of governance, 

substantive law (notably the TCA, but also data protection, human rights and equality, etc), wider 

implications for EU and UK external relations, the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, and constitutional 

issues.  

This seminar follows three earlier seminars – held in Leuven in November 2017, Edinburgh in November 

2018, and online in June 2021 – which had a similar focus.  

The seminar will take place in Maynooth on the afternoon of 24 and the morning of 25 June 2022. Participants 

are expected to cover their own travel costs; accommodation and meals will be provided by the organisers. 

This call is particularly aimed at, but not limited to, early career researchers. We are also very keen on the 

involvement of scholars who are primarily active in one of the substantive areas of law which have an EU 

dimension (e.g. labour law, financial law, administrative law, competition law…). 

Selected contributions to this seminar will be published in a special weekend edition for EU Law Live 

(https://eulawlive.com/). Contributions will be ca. 1500 words in length. The contributions selected will have 

to be submitted by 20 June 2022, i.e. in advance of the seminar in order to ensure timely publication. The 

organisers will then work with the contributors to ensure a high quality of the special edition. The selection 

will happen on the basis of quality, thematic fit, and timely completion. 

Discussions will be organised in panels. Each panel will be joined by a discussant from either Leuven, 
Maynooth, or Edinburgh. 
  

https://eulawlive.com/


 

Dates and deadlines 
 
The seminar will take place on Friday 24 June (from 1pm) and on Saturday 25 June (until 1pm) in Maynooth 
University, Ireland. One night’s accommodation and meals will be provided. Participants bear their own travel 
costs. 

Abstracts for proposed papers should be sent (about 350 words) by 10 April 2022, to the following email 

address: tobias.lock@mu.ie. Please indicate whether you wish your contribution to be considered for the 

special EU Law Live weekend issue (NB: in that case your contribution will have to be submitted by 20 June 

2022). 

Indicative themes 

 
Governance and future relations e.g. 

• The relationship between the Withdrawal Agreement and the TCA; 

• The enforceability and enforcement of the Withdrawal Agreement and the TCA;  

• Dispute settlement after Brexit; 

• Prospects of future negotiations/re-negotiations; 

• The Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland; 

• Impact of the TCA on EU and UK agreements with third countries; 
 

Substantive law, e.g. 

• Movement of goods under the TCA (customs, regulatory questions, etc); 

• Movement of persons under the TCA; 

• Competition law; 

• State aid (TCA and/or Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland) 

• Cooperation in Justice and Home Affairs;  

• The TCA and cooperation in security matters; 

• Private international law; 

• Data protection and equivalence; 

• Financial services;  

• Non-regression commitments in the TCA. 
 
Constitutional law 
 

• Implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement and TCA in EU law and/or UK law; 

• The continued relevance of EU law in the UK; 

• Continued alignment with EU law both at central and devolved level. 

• Impact on the development of EU law (constitutional and substantive); 

• Human rights and equality; 
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