GenAI Workshop – Showcase 2025
Area 2: Critical appraisal of GenAI 

Introduction
Large Language Models such as Microsoft Copilot are extremely powerful technologies. However, we must remember they are statistical machines and do not bring human intelligence to analysis. As such, it is important that we understand their capabilities. In this exercise you will use Copilot to analyse an academic article and critique its output. Following your interaction with Copilot you will discuss your experience with peers.

Instructions

1. Find an academic article you are familiar with and download a .pdf of it. 
2. Once you have access to Copilot post the following prompt into the message box and drop the .pdf into the message box as well:

You are a graduate student required to complete an annotated bibliography of the attached source. The annotated bibliography should include a critical reading of the source including the following elements: It should summarise the source, including its content, main arguments, central thesis, methodology and evidence used. It should assess the source, judging if the information is reliable, is it biased or objective, does it make appropriate use of evidence? What is its main goal? Reflect on the potential usefulness of this source in academic writing/research. How will it inform our understanding of the topic. The annotated bibliography should be generated in continuous prose, written in a formal academic style, be 300-400 words in length and include a full Harvard Reference at the beginning. The source to be analysed will be uploaded to the context window as a .pdf 

3. Based on your knowledge of the academic article, critique the generated output using the following headings (be prepared to discuss this): 

What are the strengths and weaknesses of the analysis?
 
 
What was correct, what was wrong, what lacked nuance?
 
 
What requested elements are missing or incomplete? 
 

If this was a student’s work, what feedback would you provide? 


4. Pair and Share (pair with your neighbour, discuss your findings, prepare to share with the wider group). 
