Department of History

Third Year Special Topics  - Semester 2
2023-24
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the second semester. 

HY384
THE GREAT WAR, 1914-18


Dr David Murphy

HY3011
THE TROUBLES: CONFLICT IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Professor Roisín Higgins
HY3018
SPORT AND POLITICS IN MODERN IRELAND

Dr Ciaran Reilly
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	Module title

THE GREAT WAR, 1914-18


Module Content  
This elective will focus on the origins and conduct of the “Great War” of 1914-18. Lectures and seminars will examine the campaign on the Western Front and also events in the Eastern and Middle Eastern theatres. There will be some reference to the impact of the war on Ireland and the effect of the global conflict on the civilian population of the belligerent powers. The naval and airpower aspects of this war will also be discussed. There will be some discussion of developments in military technology. This is an operational military history elective focusing on the conduct of the war and the gradual development of technology and tactics during this period. There will be some discussion of legacy issues and the impact of the war on military thinking during the 1920s and 1930s. 
Objectives:

This elective will provide participating students with an understanding of the strategic and operational history of the “Great War” of 1914-18. 
Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester: 100%
Key Texts

John Keegan, The First World War (1999)

Hew Strachen (ed), The Oxford Illustrated History of the First World War (2nd edition, 2014)

BBC TV Series, The Great War (available as a boxed set through the MU library)
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THE TROUBLES: CONFLICT IN NORTHERN IRELAND


Overview
This module provides a social, economic and political exploration of Northern Ireland during the Troubles and offers a detailed examination of the outbreak and escalation of conflict. It employs a variety of sources including official reports and correspondences, newspapers, pamphlets, posters, memoirs and television programmes to better understand the society and politics of the time. The module will cover key events such as the deployment of British troops, internment, Bloody Sunday, Bloody Friday, the Ulster Workers’ Council Strike and the hungerstrikes, as well as providing an insight into everyday life during the conflict. This module addresses the specific problems that face historians of a divided society, it discusses historiography and assesses the reliability and limitations of a wide range of primary and secondary source material.
Objectives

The aim of this module is to develop a critical understanding of the economic, social and political history of Northern Ireland during a period of conflict. By the end of the module students will be able to assess the causes of conflict and the process of moving towards peace. They will become aware of the difficulties of ‘writing history’ in a contested society.

Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester: 100%
Introductory reading:

Paul Bew, The Politics of Enmity, 1798-2006 (2007).

Richard Bourke, Peace in Ireland: the war of ideas (2003).

Eimear O’Callaghan, Belfast Days: a 1972 teenage diary (2014).
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SPORT AND POLITICS IN MODERN IRELAND


Overview 
This module will examine the development of sport in modern Ireland across all sections of society. Understanding the political, social, cultural and economic context in which these organisations were formed, the module will examine the development of a wide array of sports including cycling, athletics, association football, Gaelic games, boxing, hunting and horse racing.
Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of the module, students should be able to:

- Demonstrate knowledge and critical understanding of sport and society in modern Ireland; 

- assess and understand the historiography of development of Irish sport;

- understand the relationship between sport and modern society

Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester: 100%
