Department of History

Third Year Special Topics  - Semester 2
2021-22
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the second semester. 

HY3010
THE GLOBAL COLD WAR


Dr Beatrice Scutaru

HY3014
RELIGION AND SOCIETY IN IRELAND SINCE 1800


Dr Sarah Roddy

HY3020
POLITICS AND RELIGION IN EARLY MODERN BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


Dr Eamon Darcy
Lectures will be delivered in accordance with the University’s guidelines for a safe campus. Should the need arise, modules may have to move to online delivery. Due notice will be given if this is the case.
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Module Content
The second half of the twentieth century was dominated by the Cold War. This module provides a global introduction to the history of the Cold War and to the ways in which it has shaped the world in which we now live. Going beyond the Great Power confrontation, this module explores the impact of Cold War on East Central Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia, often underrepresented in traditional bipolar histories of the period. The module will focus on key moments in the Cold War to ensure that students have a strong grasp of the chronology of the conflict: the communist takeover of Eastern Europe, the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Cultural Revolution, the Vietnam War, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the collapse of Communism and end of the Cold War. This chronological approach will be combined with an exploration of broader themes, such as the impact of the Cold War on decolonization, the contest for cultural supremacy between the US and the Soviet Union, conflict in the Middle East, social and cultural histories of the Cold War. Drawing on both classic and recent historiography, this module will explore the role of ideology and political ideas, the links between the Cold War and parallel histories of decolonisation, international development, globalisation, and European integration, and the way the conflict shaped understandings of society, science and culture.

Module Aim and Objectives:

Aim:

· To enable students to understand, reflect on, and write critically on the history of the Cold War from a global perspective. 
Objectives:

· To familiarise students with the historiographical trends related to the Cold War, identifying the links between different schools of historical thought and wider political trends;

· Engage with major ideas and debates that shaped the history of the period, such as capitalism, communism, modernity, development, decolonisation, Third World;

· To deepen students’ ability to engage critically with primary sources relating to contemporary European history;

· To deepen students’ ability to collect, analyse, synthesise, interpret data and present a reasoned argument based on historical evidence.
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based, although time will be allotted for the discussion of key primary and secondary sources. Assigned readings underpin each lecture; it is essential that students carry out these readings in advance of the respective lecture. Lectures will be delivered in accordance with the University’s guidelines for a safe campus. Should the need arise, this module might have to move to online delivery. Due notice will be given if this is the case

Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester
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Overview
Religion has been a powerful force in the history of modern Ireland and religious legacies remain significant in Ireland today. This module will interrogate how that came to be the case. It will do so through a series of lectures focused on religious developments in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, in Ireland north and south, and in Protestant, Catholic and other minority denominations.  
 
Issues covered in relation to the nineteenth century will include the campaign for Catholic Emancipation, the growth of evangelicalism, the role of women in religious life, and the social, economic and political influence of the churches. For the twentieth century, we will discuss the position of religious majorities and minorities in the two new states created by partition and independence, the continued religious involvement in welfare and institutions, the growth of Irish missionary activity overseas and the religious background to the Northern Irish Troubles. We will end the module by asking what role religion, including non-Christian faiths, plays in Irish society today. 
 
This module will be lecture-based.
Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester: 100%
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Overview
What did ordinary people think about wider national politics? In what ways were their opinions sought by elites across Britain and Ireland? Could their views shape political actions taken? The rise of public opinion is seen as a crucial step in the path to modern Western democracies. German theorist Jurgen Habermas argued that a key development in this matter was the creation of a public sphere whereby political ideas could be discussed in print by an educated male urban middle class, a phenomenon that emerged largely in the eighteenth century. Thus, the public sphere beget public opinion. This presupposes that modernity witnessed the birth of modern democracy and political participation among ordinary people. It also overlooks a whole range of important factors such as oral communication, sermons and seditious speech in shaping political outlooks and neglects a consideration of the ways in which women and marginalized groups could influence politics. In more recent times Peter Lake and Steven Pincus challenged Habermas’s chronology by pointing to evidence that suggested that the Tudor monarch, Elizabeth I, was receptive to public opinion and influenced by its demands and that Habermas overlooked other venues of political communication. In recent times, scholars have provided a comparison between England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Together, we will investigate the tensions arising from the reformation, the Desmond rebellions and the Nine Years war, the 1603 union of the English and Scottish crowns, the wars of the three kingdoms and the restoration of the Stuart monarchy and how they shaped political participation among ordinary people. The purpose of this course is to not to trace the origins of public opinion rather it is to look at how political outlooks could be formed in early modern polities across the Celtic fringe of Ireland, Scotland and Wales as well as the political core of England. It will address the following questions:

1)
how engaged were ordinary people in political affairs?

2)
How did they express their opinions?

3)
Did their political actions inform the behaviour of elites?

 
This module will be lecture-based.

Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester: 100%
