Department of History

Third Year Special Topics  - Semester 2
2020-21
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the second semester. 

HY304
EARLY MODERN IRELAND



Professor Marian Lyons
HY3005
HISTORY OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST

Dr Hussam Ahmed

HY3010
THE GLOBAL COLD WAR


Dr Beatrice Scutaru
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CONTENT

From the accession of Henry Tudor to the throne in 1485 to the death of his granddaughter, Elizabeth I in 1603, Ireland experienced three generations of tumultuous political, cultural, social and economic change, and from the mid-sixteenth century, decades of plantation, warfare, famine and emigration. During this era, Ireland evolved from a medieval lordship where most of the island lay beyond the orbit of effective English royal power to a more tightly integrated part of the early modern Tudor state and, many argue, a laboratory for plantation schemes in England’s New World colonies. Through a resounding defeat of the combined Catholic forces of the Ulster earls and their Old English and Spanish supporters at the battle of Kinsale (1601), Elizabeth I, the last of the Tudors, accomplished the secular (though not the religious) conquest of Ireland. Throughout the module, political, social, economic and cultural changes are traced along broadly chronological lines, and written and visual sources are examined to shed light on various individuals’ experiences of their rapidly changing world. 
Module structure

Lectures will be delivered in accordance with the University’s guidelines for a safe campus. Should the need arise, this module might have to move to online delivery. Due notice will be given if this is the case.
Form of assessment:  

Two 2,500-word essays (each 50% of total marks)
Core text:  Colm Lennon, Sixteenth century Ireland (Gill & Macmillan series, Dublin, 2005 edn.) available in MU Bookstore and in MU Library (941.5 NGHI).
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Overview
This Special Topic will give students the tools necessary to think, read and write critically about the modern Middle East. It will address the political, social and cultural history of the region from the end of the First World War to the Arab Spring.
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The module starts with a survey of the Ottoman Empire that dominated much of the region from the sixteenth century. We then have a close look at the shifting balance of power with Europe and the rise of European imperialism in the nineteenth century. Next, we have a close look at how the First World War drew the map of the region and study the formation of new states and their development in the interwar period. We then follow a number of key issues that have dominated twentieth century Middle Eastern history. Among them are, Zionism, Israel and the Palestinian struggle for nationhood; Nasserism and Pan-Arabism; the Lebanese civil war, the Iranian Revolution and the rise of political Islam; the politics of oil and the Gulf War. We end the course with a look at the unprecedented wave of revolutionary activity that engulfed the region in the early 21st century. For this module, the main textbook will be William L. Cleveland and Martin Bunton’s A History of the Modern Middle East.
This module will be lecture-based.
Lectures will be delivered in accordance with the University’s guidelines for a safe campus. Should the need arise, this module might have to move to online delivery. Due notice will be given if this is the case.
	Assessment:

Primary source analysis (2,000 words)

40%

Final essay (3,000 words)



60%
Deadline for submission of essay:


Monday, 17 May 2021
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Module Content:
The second half of the twentieth century was dominated by the Cold War. This module provides a global introduction to the history of the Cold War and to the ways in which it has shaped the world in which we now live. Going beyond the Great Power confrontation, this module explores the impact of Cold War on East Central Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia, often underrepresented in traditional bipolar histories of the period. The module will focus on key moments in the Cold War to ensure that students have a strong grasp of the chronology of the conflict: the communist takeover of Eastern Europe, the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Cultural Revolution, the Vietnam War, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the collapse of Communism and end of the Cold War. This chronological approach will be combined with an exploration of broader themes, such as the impact of the Cold War on decolonization, the contest for cultural supremacy between the US and the Soviet Union, conflict in the Middle East, social and cultural histories of the Cold War. Drawing on both classic and recent historiography, this module will explore the role of ideology and political ideas, the links between the Cold War and parallel histories of decolonisation, international development, globalisation, and European integration, and the way the conflict shaped understandings of society, science and culture.

Module Aim and Objectives:

Aim:

· To enable students to understand, reflect on, and write critically on the history of the Cold War from a global perspective. 
Objectives:

· To familiarise students with the historiographical trends related to the Cold War, identifying the links between different schools of historical thought and wider political trends;

· Engage with major ideas and debates that shaped the history of the period, such as capitalism, communism, modernity, development, decolonisation, Third World;

· To deepen students’ ability to engage critically with primary sources relating to contemporary European history;

· To deepen students’ ability to collect, analyse, synthesise, interpret data and present a reasoned argument based on historical evidence.
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based, although time will be allotted for the discussion of key primary and secondary sources. Assigned readings underpin each lecture; it is essential that students carry out these readings in advance of the respective lecture. Lectures will be delivered in accordance with the University’s guidelines for a safe campus. Should the need arise, this module might have to move to online delivery. Due notice will be given if this is the case

Assessment:
	Form of assessment
	Deadline
	% of final grade

	Participation
	weekly in-class assignments
	10%

	Primary source analysis (1,500 words) 
	Week 8
	30 %

	Essay (3,000 words) 
	17 May 2021
	60 %


