Department of History

Third Year Special Topics  - Semester 1

2023-24
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the first semester. 

HY304
EARLY MODERN IRELAND



Professor Marian Lyons
HY320
EMIGRATION IN NINETEENTH- AND TWENTIETH-CENTURY IRISH SOCIETY

Dr Dympna McLoughlin

HY3023
MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN BALKANS (800-1800)

Professor Dejan Djokić
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PROFESSOR MARIAN LYONS
	Module code HY304
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

EARLY MODERN IRELAND – TUDOR IRELAND
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CONTENT

From the accession of Henry Tudor to the throne in 1485 to the death of his granddaughter, Elizabeth I in 1603, Ireland experienced three generations of tumultuous political, cultural, social and economic change, and from the mid-sixteenth century, decades of intensifying plantation, warfare, famine and emigration. During this era, Ireland evolved from a medieval lordship where most of the island lay beyond the orbit of effective English royal power to a more tightly integrated part of the early modern Tudor state and, many argue, a laboratory for plantation schemes in England’s New World colonies. Through a resounding defeat of the combined Catholic forces of the Ulster earls and their Old English and Spanish supporters at the battle of Kinsale (1601), Elizabeth I, the last of the Tudors, accomplished the secular (though not the religious) conquest of Ireland. As this period of Irish history is unfamiliar to many, we begin with an introduction to what Ireland was like around 1500 in terms of its natural environment and political landscape, before exploring the contrast between social, economic and cultural life in English and Gaelic parts of the island. In the early years of the Tudors, the FitzGeralds, Earls of Kildare, with their castle at Maynooth, were hugely influential in governing Ireland on the Crown’s behalf. We trace the often tetchy relationship between Henry VII and his son, Henry VIII with the Earls in the late 1400s and early 1500s, and examine the reasons for the fall of the Kildares from power in the 1530s. Henry VIII’s efforts to reform religion and politics in Ireland down to his death in 1547 are then assessed. We explore how, in the mid-1500s, during the brief reigns of his son, Edward VI and daughter, Mary I, conciliation gave way to militarism and plantation and see why attempts first to introduce Protestantism and later restore Catholicism largely floundered. As we will discover, it was during the long reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) that Ireland experienced intensified militarisation, plantation, Anglicisation, rebellion and confiscation which culminated in the Nine Years’ War and was accompanied by unprecedented fatalities, famine, and the onset of modern mass emigration. Throughout the module, political, social, economic and cultural changes are traced along broadly chronological lines, and written and visual sources are examined to shed light on various individuals’ experiences of their rapidly changing world.  
Assessment: 
Two-hour exam at end of semester (100% of total mark)
Core text: Colm Lennon, Sixteenth century Ireland: the incomplete conquest (Gill & Macmillan series, Dublin, 2005 edn.) available in MU library (941.5 NGHI) & on sale in Maynooth University Bookstore.
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EMIGRATION IN NINETEENTH- AND TWENTIETH-CENTURY IRISH SOCIETY


This module will provide an overview of nineteenth and twentieth century Irish emigration to North America and Australia. The social, economic and cultural context of this emigration will be the starting point of the lectures. The theme of voluntary versus involuntary emigration will be introduced through an analysis of convict transportation, landlord assisted emigration, and famine emigration. The assisted emigration of children and juveniles to Canada and the Earl Grey Orphan assisted emigration to Australia will also be analysed. The over-representation of women in post famine Irish emigration will also be documented. Social class and emigration will form the key perspective for the final section of the elective on twentieth century Irish emigration to Britain, North America and Australia.  

Form of assessment
Two-hour examination at end of semester
Module Structure: 

Module will be lecture based.
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	MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN BALKANS (800-1800)


Overview
The module looks at the transformation of the Balkans during the early middle ages following the Slav migrations, when Byzantium lost political hegemony but exercised strong cultural and religious influence across south-eastern Europe. The Ottoman conquest in the 14th and 15th centuries further transformed Balkan societies, due to physical (forced population movements) and social migrations (conversion to Islam of the local Christian population). Frequent wars between the Ottomans and Hungary and Austria turned the early modern Balkans into an imperial borderland, which facilitated the movement of people and goods. These transnational links and networks with central and western Europe meant that, contrary to popular perceptions, the region experienced Enlightenment and Romanticism. 

	Assessment:

Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)



