Department of History

Third Year Special Topics  - Semester 1

2020-21
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the first semester. 

HY3001
Spain and Portugal: dictatorship to democracy


Professor Filipe Ribeiro de Meneses
HY320
Emigration in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Irish society


Dr Dympna McLoughlin
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Module Content

This module studies the origins, nature and demise of the Franco and Salazar dictatorships, outwardly similar and largely concurrent, but in fact different in their aims, outlook and methods. Special attention is paid to the personalities of the two dictators, the legacy of Spain’s Civil War, and the demands made by Portugal’s colonial empire, as elements of differentiation between the two regimes. The module then addresses the two countries’ different transitions to democracy, before going on to consider the background to some of the major political, economic and cultural challenges which they face today, including the impact of European integration, regional nationalisms and uneven development. Key readings alert students to how the historiography of the period is tied up with ongoing political debates.

 

Module Aim and Objectives:
Aim: 

· To enable students to understand, reflect on, and write critically on the history of contemporary Spain and Portugal, two countries whose recent trajectory sets them apart from other Western European states.

Objectives:

· To allow all students to gain a solid understanding of contemporary Spanish and Portuguese history.

· To introduce students to the historiography of contemporary Spain and Portugal and to the political debates that are woven into it.
· To build on the students’ ability to engage critically with primary sources.

Module Structure:

Lectures will be posted on Moodle via Panopto. Students should watch and reflect on these, as well as on weekly assigned readings. Students attend one class/week on campus to discuss lectures, readings, and primary sources. Lectures will be delivered in accordance with the University’s guidelines for a safe campus. Should the need arise, this module might have to move to online delivery. Due notice will be given if this is the case.
	Form of assessment

Assessment will be based on two pieces of work: an analysis of primary source documents (2,000 words, 40%) due during the Semester and an essay (3,000 words, 60%) due at its end.
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	Module title
EMIGRATION IN NINETEENTH- AND TWENTIETH-CENTURY IRISH SOCIETY


This module will provide an overview of nineteenth and twentieth century Irish emigration to North America and Australia. The social, economic and cultural context of this emigration will be the starting point of the lectures. The theme of voluntary versus involuntary emigration will be introduced through an analysis of convict transportation, landlord assisted emigration, and famine emigration. The assisted emigration of children and juveniles to Canada and the Earl Grey Orphan assisted emigration to Australia will also be analysed. The over-representation of women in post famine Irish emigration will also be documented. Social class and emigration will form the key perspective for the final section of the elective on twentieth century Irish emigration to Britain, North America and Australia.  

Form of assessment
Two Essays of 2,500 words (100% of total mark)
Details about the specific requirements of these essays will be made available to students in week one of class.

Submission deadline for essay 2 is Monday, 11 January 2021

Module Structure: 

Module will be lecture based.

Lectures will be delivered in accordance with the University’s guidelines for a safe campus. Should the need arise, this module might have to move to online delivery. Due notice will be given if this is the case.
