Department of History

Second Year Special Topics – Semester 2
2022-23
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the second semester. 

HY216
A history of warfare: from Plato to NATO


(Armed encounters: exploring African military history)

HY219
Ireland in the modern world: the twentieth century

Dr Jennifer Redmond

HY241
American history special topic (B)



Dr JoAnne Mancini
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

second arts, 2022-23
Second Semester
	Lecturer

DR LAURA BROWN
	Module code HY 216
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

A History of Warfare: from Plato To Nato

ARMED ENCOUNTERS: EXPLORING AFRICAN MILITARY HISTORY




Module content
This module aims to explore the main themes and current historiographical trends in military history via the prism of armed conflict in Africa. In addition to a preliminary discussion of theoretical frameworks, key concepts etc., a selection of encounters between Western armed forces and African populations will be explored.

Introductory lectures will offer context and frameworks and will include an exploration of definitions of and types of military history, uses and abuses of military history, current historiographical trends and linkages between military history and Empire, race, gender etc. 

These frameworks will then be applied to a selection of European/Western military interventions in Africa including Napoleon’s campaign in Egypt, the Sudan Campaign, the Belgian Congo, the Anglo-Boer Wars, the establishment of Sierra Leone, the Anglo-Zulu Wars, the Mau Mau Uprising and the Somali Civil War.

This course will require an engagement, not only with lectures and secondary sources, but with a variety of primary source material such as contemporary newspapers and publications, film reel and material culture.
Module Aim and Objectives:

This module has two aims. Firstly, it seeks to equip students with the tools to engage with military history by familiarising them with the theoretical frameworks, key concepts and historiographical methodologies associated with academic military history. Secondly, it will allow them to develop a deeper understanding of the nature of armed conflict in Africa, drawing on a wide variety of case studies. These case studies, spanning over two hundred years of armed encounters between Western armed forces and African populations will be explored, allowing students to examine , not only current historiographical trends in military history, but the linkages between military history and broader themes such as Empire, race, class and gender.
Form of assessment

Two-hour exam at end of semester

(100% of total mark)
national university of ireland, maynooth
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	Module code HY 219
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5
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Two


	Module title

IRELAND IN THE MODERN WORLD: THE TWENTIETH CENTURY


Module Content  

This course examines Ireland as it transitioned from the tumultuous campaigns for land and political freedom in the nineteenth century to the realisation of these goals in the twentieth century. The major social, political, economic, and cultural developments that impacted Irish life in the nineteenth century continued into the twentieth. Ireland transitioned from a country that was part of the United Kingdom, ruled directly from Westminster to a Dominion, a Republic, and a member of international bodies such as the United Nations and the European Union within five decades. These political changes are part of the story of modern Ireland and the major figures and organisations who created such changes will be critically analysed. The module examines key issues such as the rise of the physical force nationalism, cultural nationalism, feminism, the labour movement and the increasing power of the Catholic Church. We will examine legislation, parliamentary debates, personal accounts, newspapers, photographs, and statistical data as part of this course. As well as analysing the major figures, this module also pays attention to the lives of ordinary people, from the experiences of the slums of tenement Dublin at the turn of the century to the events of the civil rights movement in Northern Ireland in the 1960s and 70s. 

This course requires consistent reading of secondary source material and students should independently read a core textbook as well as the recommended supplementary reading to keep up with the course content. The Moodle page for this course contains vital resources that should be consulted regularly, from podcasts to journal articles. 
Module Aim and Objectives:

The module aims to equip students with a broad knowledge of Ireland’s history in the twentieth century. An objective of the course is that students will have the opportunity to increase their familiarity with a range of historical sources as a result of participating in this course. The course aims to expose students to a deeper understanding of not just the chronology but the historiography of Ireland in this period. 
Module Structure: 

The module is delivered in two-hour lectures each week.
Lectures will be delivered in accordance with the University’s guidelines for a safe campus. 

Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
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	Module title

AMERICAN HISTORY SPECIAL TOPIC (B)




Module Content
This is a broad survey module that looks at American history from the Civil War to the present.  It will begin with a brief discussion of the outcomes of the Civil War, and then take a generally chronological approach, considering key periods of transformation such as Reconstruction, the Great Depression, and the Civil Rights Era.  Along the way, the module will also address thematic issues in political, social, economic, and cultural history such as industrialisation, immigration, empire, and social and cultural change.  The module also aims to introduce students to electronic resources for the study of American history, including primary source documents and repositories.

Students will be required to complete a range of assigned readings throughout the module, to include journal articles and primary sources.  

Aim
To teach an und
erstanding of the history of the United States from the Civil War to the present.  

Module Structure:

This module will consist of 24 contact hours in the form of two-hour lectures.

	Form of assessment:
Two-hour examination at end of semester


