Department of History

Second Year Special Topics  - Semester 1

2018-19
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the first semester. 

HY218
Ireland in the modern world: the nineteenth century

Prof Terence Dooley
HY276
Gender and history



Dr Jennifer Redmond
HY293
Europe 1911-1945

Professor Filipe Meneses
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First Semester
	Lecturer

PROF TERENCE DOOLEY
	Module code HY 218
	Credits

5


	Module title
IRELAND IN THE MODERN WORLD: THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

	Days and times

Two hours per week
	Venue

Tbc


Module content:

This module is designed to provide students with a broad introduction to the major social, political, economic and cultural developments that impacted Irish life and society from the Act of Union in 1801 to the passing of the Wyndham Land Act in 1903. It examines key issues such as the impact of the Act of Union; the rise of the Catholic Emancipation and Repeal movements under Daniel O’Connell; pre-Famine agrarian tensions; the cause and consequences of the Great Famine; the birth of the two political ideologies – nationalism and unionism – that defined so much of Irish life and politics in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries; the role of the land question that dominated rural society after the Great Famine; the rise of separatist nationalists; emigration; the role of the Big House; and British government responses to the call for Irish social and political reforms. 
Students will be introduced to historiographical debates and encouraged to read widely.
At the end of this course students should have a broad understanding of nineteenth-century Irish history, and an understanding of the major themes and issues that ultimately shaped the two Irelands of today. They should be able to demonstrate in their written work an understanding of the main trends, personalities and factors that shaped the history of the nineteenth century and be confident and competent to present cogent, coherent arguments. 
Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based 
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

second arts, 2018-19
First Semester
	Lecturer

DR JENNIFER REDMOND
	Module code HY 276
	Credits

5
	Lecture  hours per week
Two


	Module title
GENDER AND HISTORY


Module Content
At certain points in history, whether you were a man or a woman determined how you were treated under the law, by your family and in society in general. This module studies the concept of gender and history, examining historical studies of men and women in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, as well as the theoretical literature that has drawn attention to the different roles men and women had in the modern period. The course covers key issues in political, legislative and social history, from the education of women, to prostitution and homosexuality. We also cover the critical social movements of the period that revolved around gender – including the campaigns for women’s right to vote and own property on an equal basis in the nineteenth century, to the campaigns regarding equal pay, contraception and women’s legal status in the twentieth century. Issues of masculinity, femininity and gender norms are interrogated as they have been understood historically and contemporarily. Important writers of each period will be examined, giving students a chance to reflect on both primary and secondary sources relating to each theme.

The course examines how gendered ideologies have changed over time and as part of this students will also examine the historiography of gender history as it has developed in the latter half of the twentieth century, emerging from the Second Wave Feminist Movement. Primarily, this course draws on Irish and British history as they were intertwined throughout the nineteenth and twentieth century.
 

Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based 
Form of assessment
Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)
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PROFESSOR FILIPE RIBEIRO DE MENESES
	Module code HY 293
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

EUROPE 1911-1945


Module Content
The period which spans the two World Wars is often referred to as a European Civil War. What had begun as a traditional struggle for military and economic domination of the continent became, in the 1930s, an all-out ideological struggle for mastery which brooked no compromise and assumed a murderous character; entire social, ethnic and religious groups were subjected to a campaign of extermination. The three-way struggle between liberalism, communism and fascism resulted in the financial and moral bankruptcy of Europe and its division into two camps, each dominated by a superpower – the United States and the Soviet Union. This module examines the period, following the general approach laid out by Ian Kershaw in his book To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949 (2015), whose purchase is essential. 
 

Module Aim and Objectives:

Aim: 

· To acquire a deeper understanding of the processes which shaped the first half of the 20th Century, enabling students to discuss this period with greater certainty and clarity.
Objectives:

· To familiarize students with historiographical trends related to the period 1911-1945, identifying the links between different schools of historical thought and wider political trends.
· To deepen students’ ability to engage critically with primary sources relating to contemporary European history.
Module Structure:

This module will be lecture-based, although time will be allotted in each session to the discussion of key primary documents. The final examination will be made up of essay questions and document analysis.
	Form of assessment

Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)



