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Post graduate  pathways – non professional ….  

Masters 

• MA

• MSc

• Mainly courses

• 20k dissertation  

M. LITT

• Own research 

• Some  modules 

• 30-40k 
dissertation 

PhD or 
doctorate 

• 30/60 credits 

• 80,000 word 
dissertation 

• Publishable 



Funding post graduate 

 Within MU – masters scholarship  2,000k X 50 – academic merit

 Within MU  PhD John Hume (1st needed undergraduate )

 IRC employment and enterprise based M Litt and PhD 

 PhD IRC general 4 year fees and 16k – can apply from undergraduate – 1st

/mature

 General listing of all PhDs sponsored by public sector    



Masters – abroad – think about it 

 EUNICAS

 Netherlands 

 Denmark

 Sweden  



Erasmus Plus Masters 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-

plus/library/scholarships-catalogue_en



Irish masters  -- (international) mobility

 Maynooth CEESA not open for applicants  this year 

 Sociology – MAST Internet and Society 

 M.A. in PPE (Philosophy, Politics, Economics) 

 Education – HDIP teaching council ‘Politics and Society ‘ Leaving Certificate option  2018   

 Choosing a new discipline  not uncommon

 Other universities – good to demonstrate mobility, flexibility

 DIT – lobbying and political communications

 UCD  - public policy , equality studies 

 DCU – international relations, public policy, communications   

 UL – politics MA five options

 UCH – human right law   

 TCD – applied social research skills 



International 

 International options in EU Stagaire paid through EU (JOB)

 European Court of Auditors 40 paid internships –Luxembourg  

 International criminal court paid (The Hague)  

 UN – internships  not paid 







Grad Ireland – specific sites 

https://www.aldirecruitment.ie/graduate/



Irish internships

 Internships common especially in law, human rights and development, media   

 Graduate  Internships – see link 

 http://www.ucd.ie/spire/mastersstudies/mainternships/internshipoptions - all colleges 

 JobBridge closed to new entrants but new YESS  ‘work experience programme’  for those on 
live register or working age social welfare payment (eligibility job seekers )

 Six months duration – wage equivalent of min wage  X 24 hours 
http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Youth-Employment-Support-scheme-YESS.aspx

http://www.ucd.ie/spire/mastersstudies/mainternships/internshipoptions/
http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Youth-Employment-Support-scheme-YESS.aspx


Note on social welfare job seeker 

allowance 

 Under 24

 Means-tested on own income 

 Under 24 means tested on ‘parental income benefit and privilege’ – 40 euro 

 http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Benefit-of-Work-Ready-Reckoner-

Introduction.aspx

 Eligibility for YESS and other or active labour market programmes





Public Appointments Service 





Non Government Organisations incl PP’s

https://dochas.ie/dochas-wednesday-
news/situations-vacant-paid-positionshttps

http //www.activelink.ie/





Overall advice  - be prepared 

 References  dissertation supervisor

 CV   - draft one but then tailor  to applications, personalised letters crucial   

 Personal  statements – draft one and tailor to  each specific application 

 1000 word exercises to demonstrate writing skills

 80% word of mouth – talk to people and make an impression



Competency based interviews

 STAR

 Situation

 Task

 Action

 Result  

 Focused examples of how you can illustrate your skills, achievements, deal 

with specific situations           



General 

 Facebook – networks 

 Applying without background an option and often successful …. new blood 
needed

 Networking, tweeting , blogging, conferencing (saying something  useful for 
profile)   

 Membership and Volunteering or Activism 

 Make your own!!  



General 

 Targeted best

 Personalised letter  showing research into job role and company 

 Competence based 

 Hard skills (IT, Degree, Grade, Language ) 

 Soft skills and evidence of application as important as hard skills 

 References – get a written one and keep it clear 

 Get it updated …….. 



Rights  - get to know them …..

 Young  peoples Job Seeker payments

 Less money 

 More conditions 

 Trade union membership 

 Equality framework and labour court mechanims


