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Module Name  

Module Code 

 

 

Module Co-ordinator 

Department 

 

Module Level 

Credit rating 

 

Pre-requisites 

Electric Circuits 2 

EE215 

 

 

Refer to Excel document Module_Co-ordinators 

Electronic Engineering 

 

2 

5 ECTS credits 

 

None 

 

Aims To provide an in-depth knowledge of RLC circuits and filter design. 

Learning Outcomes At the end of the course, the student should be able to: 

1. Explain conceptually what resonance and bandwidth mean in 
the context of RLC networks. 

2. List and draw the frequency specifications of the four basic 
types of filters. 

3. Draw a bode plot of a network function. 
4. Design and build a passive filter based on a Butterworth 

response.  
5. Use RLC circuits to modulate bandwidth and resonance as 

needed. 
6. Use Matlab to analysis signals with the appropriate filter 

hardware. 
7. Design, build and analysis a filter circuit in a lab environment.   

 

Time Allowance for Constituent Elements 



Lectures  

Tutorials  

Laboratory and exam 

Class Test 

Independent study 

Semester Examination 

24 hours 

10 hours 

21 hours 

  2 hours 

66 hours 

  2 hours 

 

Indicative Syllabus 

 RLC resonance, bandwidth and Q-factor 

 Passive filter design – Low Pass, High Pass, Band stop and band pass filters 

 RLC filter effects stage, Butterworth filters 

 Bode plots 

 Realisation of various filter specifications 

 Stability of filter circuits 

 Oscillators 

 ADC and DAC circuitry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Semester Examination  

Laboratory (6) 

Laboratory Exam (1) 

Class Test (2) 

60% 

15% 

15% 

10% 

Penalties: Missed labs and class test cannot be repeated, in general. 

 



Pass Standard and any Special Requirements for Passing Modules: The Pass Mark is 40% - 

students are not required to pass the written and continuous components separately. 

 

Supplemental Examination: 1 x 2 hour written examination (Autumn). The continuous 

assessment mark is carried forward as there is no facility for repeating the continuous assessment 

elements of the course. 

 

Assessment Philosophy 

The class tests and examination paper are designed to cover learning outcomes 1- 5. All questions 

in the class test are compulsory, while the final examination paper has a compulsory question 

that covers all aspects of the syllabus. The lab sessions cover learning outcomes 5 -7 and 

encourage teamwork. 

It should be noted that the laboratory exam will be individually assessed in the form a different 

problem given to each student.  

 

Course Text “Electromagnetics with Applications”, Kraus and Fleisch, McGraw-Hill 

References 

 

 “Engineering Electromagnetics”, Hayt and Buck, McGraw-Hill 

 “Electromagnetic Fields and Waves”, Lorrain and Carson, Freeman 

 

Programmes currently utilising module Compulsory 

BE in Electronic Engineering 

BSc in Science (Engineering Science) 

Yes 

Yes 

 

 

 

  



Algorithms & Data 

Structures I 

CS210 

5 ECTS Credits  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Overview 
Introduction to algorithms and data structures. Review of elementary programming concepts 
suitable for the implementation of abstract data types (operators, types and expressions; control 
of flow; methods; recursion; input & output); Algorithms for searching: linear, bounded linear and 
binary searches; Algorithms for sorting: selection, insertion, bubble and quick sorts; Fundamental 
linear data structures: stacks, queues, linked lists; Object-oriented programming: encapsulation 
and information hiding, classes, interfaces, class hierarchies, inheritance, polymorphism, basic 
exception handling; Analysis of basic algorithms. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
On successful completion of the module, students should be able to: 
 

 Recognise the importance of program complexity 

 Describe a variety of structures for storing data such as arrays, linked lists, stacks and 
queues 

 Explain a range of algorithms involving searching and sorting 

 Identify data structuring strategies appropriate to a given context 

 Design, develop, test and debug object-oriented programs in Java 

 Apply data structuring techniques to the design of computer programs 
 

Teaching & Learning Methods 
48 Lecture hours,  
 

Assessment 
50% for Continuous assessment exercises and 50% for a final written exam 
The Pass standard is 40% 
 

 

 

 

 



Software Design 

CS264 

5 ECTS Credits  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Overview 
In the course students will be introduced to principles and practices of object oriented software analysis, 
design, and programming using C++. The course will be delivered in two halves. The first half will focus on 
taking students from the basics of C++, through to objected oriented and generic programming. Topics 
covered will include (i) basic C++ syntax and program structure, (ii) primitive and abstract data-types, (iii) 
arrays, pointers, and dynamic memory management, (iv) object oriented programming (encapsulation, 
inheritance, polymorphism, etc.), and (v) generic programming and the STL. Note that the course assumes 
that students already have a good level of programming competency, but that they have not previously 
programmed in C++. 
 
The second half will cover the general principles object oriented analysis and design (OOA/D) and in 
particular the application of design patterns in developing well-structured, extensible, and reusable 
software systems. 

Learning Outcomes 
On successful completion of the module, students should be able to: 
 

     Analyse, design, and implement software based solutions to problems using C++. 

     Understand and apply dynamic memory management programming techniques in C++. 

     Develop generic implementations of algorithms in C++. 

     Compare and contrast different software designs based on principled quality criteria. 

     Apply OOA/D techniques to the development of software solutions to real-world problems. 

     Implement a selection of design patterns in C++. 

     Understand and apply a selection of design patterns in their software solutions. 
 

Teaching & Learning Methods 
24 Lecture hours, 24 Laboratory hours 
 

Assessment 
50% for Continuous assessment exercises and 50% for a final written exam 
The Pass standard is 40% 
 

 

 

 

 



System Dynamics 

EE211 

5 ECTS Credits  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Overview 

   

 To analyse a range of both continuous and discrete time systems. 

 To introduce the concept of state-space. 

 To introduce frequency-domain system analysis. 

 To further the use of Matlab and Simulink in laboratories 

 

See full module descriptor at http://www.nuim.ie/electronic-engineering/current-

students/module-descriptors  

 

Learning Outcomes 

 On successful completion of the module, students should be able to: 

 Develop mathematical models for a range of dynamical systems. 

 Change between different mathematical model representations (differential 

equation, state-space and transfer function). 

 Linearise a nonlinear system about an operating point. 

 Calculate responses of simple dynamical systems. 

 Analyse simple systems using Bode plots. 

 6. Use Matlab and Simulink to simulate and analyse a range of systems. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.nuim.ie/electronic-engineering/current-students/module-descriptors
http://www.nuim.ie/electronic-engineering/current-students/module-descriptors


Introduction to the 

Anthropology of Ireland 

Anthropology 

AN303  

5 ECTS Credits  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AN303SS: Special Topics: Area Studies:  The Anthropology of Ireland  

Maynooth University Department of Anthropology  

 

What is Ireland? What is Irishness? This seminar series will consider the multiple dimensions of Ireland 

and Irishness. In the popular imaginary, Ireland continues to conjure up images of a timeless, mystical 

landscape, and simple, chronically alcoholic folk (and Enya). Ireland has had to contend with this image 

for centuries, yet its culture and people have been constantly shaped and defined by global forces, 

from initial contacts with continental invaders, to English colonisation, and contemporary stereotypes. 

Anthropology has played a role in this complex politics of representation, often eliding the reality of 

life here.  

Students will also explore the development of cultural anthropology on both sides of the Atlantic, and 

encounter important concepts and theories that will enable them to think critically about Ireland, 

Irishness, and questions of identity, tradition, community, nationalism, and race. This seminar aims to 

look beyond representation and stereotypes, and explore Ireland's economic, social, and cultural 

challenges, and how its present and future look in the twenty-first century. We will look at how 

Ireland’s present-day multiplicity intersects with the traditional image of rural, monocultural, and 

Catholic, examining recent trends such as multiculturalism and GLBT+ activism. We will explore 

manifestations of Irish culture such as contemporary drag performance, seeing how Irish tradition is 

reproduced, reformulated, and what meaning such practices hold for practitioners and spectators. 

Ireland has multiple and often conflicting identities, most obviously with Northern Ireland. We will 

look at the outline of division there, but also how gendered and class divisions shape these dynamics 

in the North and elsewhere. 

 



 Learning Outcomes:  Students will have been introduced to the development of anthropology in 

Ireland and its main themes that continue to be of concern.  Students will be familiar with shifting 

ethnographic approaches and methods to the study of communities, notions of tradition, and distinct 

shades of nationalism.  Through a variety of case studies, students will understand functionalism, 

structural functionalism, interpretative anthropology, political economy, and postmodern approaches 

to anthropology.  Students will have engaged in critical thinking 

 

Topic One: Introducing Anthropology, Ireland, and thinking about identity 

In our first seminar, we will introduce ourselves, discuss our diverse backgrounds, and why we are all 

here discussing Ireland and anthropology. We will then think critically about identity itself, using 

critical theoretical tools, and some (light) group work. We will also discuss the origins of anthropology, 

encounters with difference, and become familiar with some key markers of the discipline.  

 

In our second seminar, we will think about Ireland, and how the country and its people have been 

framed as the ‘other’ in both colonial and anthropological discourses.  We will also consider the 

contemporary valence of certain notorious stereotypes about the Irish (looking at a selection in class). 

Anthropological theories of stereotypy will also be discussed, in order to help us think critically about 

the enduring appeal of certain inaccurate caricatures.  Students will also view the classic work of 

ethnofiction, Robert O’Flaherty’s Man of Aran (1934) in class.  

Topic Two:  Political Anthropology: Race and Nationalism, Historical and Contemporary 

In seminar one, we will consider the issue of race, both in the construction of the figure of ‘the Irish’ 

in colonial, anthropological, and international sociocultural discourses, but also consider the political 

currency of the ‘white slaves’ myth in contemporary public discourse. There will also be an 

examination of how anthropologists have engaged with questions of racial difference over time.  



In seminar two, we will think about the political ideology of nationalism, through an anthropological 

lens, but also with specific reference of Irish identity. How has Irishness been shaped by this 

nineteenth century movement? Did Irish identity exist before nationalism? Can you be Irish if you 

were not born here, or your parents were not born here?  Can you be Irish if you are born here? Can 

you be Irish if other Irish people can’t pronounce your name?! We will consider these questions and 

more.  

Topic Three: Field Trip to Kilmainham Gaol 

In our second meeting this week, and following on from our trip to Kilmainham Gaol, we will consider 

the culture of Ireland in the twentieth century, a place struggling to define itself against its former 

occupier, as an independent, Catholic state. We will think about how anthropologists recorded a 

shifting Irish culture over the decades, as well as reflect upon the sectarian violence that erupted in 

Northern Ireland in the 1960s. In addition to issues of religion and colonialism, we will also pay 

attention to questions of gender and class in the conflict.  

 

Topic Four: Dragging* Ireland into Modernity 

In our first meeting, we will engage with anthropological theories of memory and historical 

remembrance in relation to national trauma.  We will pay specific attention to Ireland’s history of 

institutionalisation, and how this dark period of our collective past is being recovered, reckoned with, 

remembered, and shapes Ireland’s political present.  

In our final seminar, we will consider Ireland’s (relatively) recent embrace of same-sex marriage, as 

well as liberalisation of reproductive rights. We will consider – using critical theory – Ireland’s adoption 

of a progressive attitude towards GLBT issues, amid a turn towards a social conservatism across the 

globe, and what it means for Irish identity. To illuminate Ireland’s recent social history, we will critically 



analyse The Queen of Ireland (2015), a documentary portrait of Panti Bliss, a drag queen who has 

become the accidental face of the marriage movement in Ireland ahead of the 2015 referendum.  

*see what I did there?  

Readings will be available on Moodle and in the Maynooth University Library 

(online and offline) 

The module will be evaluated through a 2000 word paper, due at the end of 

the module. Details will be available on Moodle.  

ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Public Speaking & 

Communications  

English 

EN 010 

7.5 ECTS Credits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline: 

 

This course is designed to introduce students to the basic elements of communication, to provide 

practical experience in the preparation and delivery of public presentations, while also delivering key 

critical listening skills. Businesses expect university graduates to be able to deliver a high level of 

written and oral communication. In fact, communications skills are amongst some of the highest rated 

skills expected of Irish graduates in the Irish business community. Businesses and other organizations 

rely on successful communications to be able to operate successfully in a challenging local and global 

market. We hope to improve the students’ communications skills and give them the confidence they 

need to succeed in college presentations as well as in their future professional endeavours. 

 

Primary text:  

 

Beebe, Stephen A. and Beebe, Susan J. A Concise Public Speaking Handbook, 4th ed. Pearson.   

 

Preliminary Reading  

 

Students should prepare for the course by attaining a copy of the core text (Amazon.co.uk 35-

40 Euro). Weekly readings will develop from this text. A Moodle page will also provide other 

resources including videos and readings. Students will have access to this page prior to and 

during their time at DBS.  

 

Course Objectives  

 

The course objectives include:  

1. To relate the principles of public speaking to a variety of extemporaneous speech 

situations.  

2. To develop skill in researching a topic for a speech.  

3. To prepare and organize the content for speech in an outline.  

4. To improve the use of language in conveying messages.  

5. To develop critical analysis while listening to speeches.  



6. To deliver appropriate speeches with increased confidence and skill.  

 

Assessment  

 

Assessment will be by way of four formally graded speeches and one in-class test. Each aspect 

(1 test, 4 speeches) is worth 20% each. There will be other un-marked assignments during the 

term including peer assessment. A typed outline will also be submitted with each speech. Full 

guidelines for each will be given on Moodle and in class.   

 

Speeches:  

1. Informative/Demonstrative speech: 4-6 minutes  

2. Informative Speech (definition or description, research required): 4-6 minutes.  

3. Sales Speech: 1-2 minutes.  

4. Persuasive Speech (conviction/actuation, research required): 7-10 minutes. 

 

Summary of Course Structure 

 

Week 1: Introductions/ General overview to Public Speaking and Communications/ Short ‘get to 

know each other’ speech 

Speaking in public: why and how/ History of public speaking/ Nerves and building confidence/ Ethics 

Listening skills/ How to analyse an audience/ Adapting to audience feedback and the feedback loop/ 

Speech 1 due 

Week 2: Prepare, Prepare, Prepare/ How to develop your speech/ Research and how to use it for 

support 

Organizing your speech/ Introductions/ Conclusions 

Effective outlining/ Preparation outlines/ delivery outlines/ Speech 2 

 

Week 3: A visit and guided tour to the old Parliament of Ireland building (Bank of Ireland) and a 

guided tour of Leinster House 

Revising/ Using English effectively 

How to effectively deliver your speech/ Body language/ Verbal and nonverbal communications skills/ 

Speech 3 

Week 4: Adapting and delivering/ Effective usage of presentation aids 

Types of speeches overview/ Informative speaking explored 

Principles of persuasive speaking/ Persuasive strategies 

Speaking on special occasions/ Small and large group speaking/ Speech 4/ Final test 

 

 



ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate Change 

Geography 

GY 313 



5 ECTS Credits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate Change GY313ss 

 

The module will mainly be delivered through lectures with one field trip focusing on public 

knowledge and perceptions of climate change. 

 

The learning outcomes will be as follows: 

 

Students will gain a detailed understanding of how the field of climate science originated. 



 

Students will gain knowledge of how climate data is gathered, how the methods have changed 

over time, how the data is analysed and how historical climate scientists interpret this data to 

find trends in the climate. 

 

Students will have an opportunity to engage with a data rescue project and see first hand how 

historical data is gathered and rescued. 

 

Students will also explore public perceptions of climate change and learn how to gather data to 

answer key questions related to climate adaptation. 

 

They will gain experience in the field. Students will be introduced to the concepts surrounding 

climate models and the many problems scientists face when modelling future climate. 

 

Students will also have a chance to explore the many debates within climate change and put 

their own debating skills to the test. 

 

Module structure: 

 

Class 1, Historical climatology and origins of the field (Will include an introduction to citizen 

science and data rescue): this class will explore the key discoveries which helped to develop 

the field of climate science. It will show students how climate scientists collect data and why 

historical climatology is important. It will also teach students about data rescue and allow them 

to engage in projects.  

 

Class 2, Evidence for Climate change: this class will explore the types of data that scientists 

use to evaluate trends in the climate. It will show students what evidence exists to confirm that 

the climate is changing 

 

Class 3, How does the Climate change? This class will focus on the physical processes that 

drive climate change.  

 

Class 4, Perceptions of Climate Change and adaptation:  



This class will explore how people's perceptions of climate change form and how these 

perceptions influence adaptation to future climate change.  

 

Class 5, Public knowledge and perceptions of climate change: this class will deal with the 

methods used to understand perceptions of climate change and how climate information can be 

communicate to the public. This will class will tie in with the theme of the field trip.  

 

Class 6, What is dangerous about climate change? This class will explore the dangers of climate 

change such as heatwaves, floods and possible impacts on ecosystems and society if the world 

adopts a business as usual approach.  

 

Class 7, How do we know about future climate change? 

This class will explore climate models and how we live with uncertainty and create robust 

apatation strategies.  

 

Class 8, The IPCC process and climate debates: 

This class will introduce students to the process used by the intergovernmental panel on climate 

change for producing their climate change reports. It will also explore some of the debates and 

political issues around the topic 

 

Assessment:  

100% continuous assessment (60% essay/project, 30% field report, 10% in class contribution 

and additional exercises). 

 

Field trip: 

Students will be brought to the Cool Planet Experience climate exhibition in Powerscourt estate County 

Wicklow. This is an interactive exhibition that will show students how climate change information can 

be communicated to the public.  

Students will also have the opportunity to design and implement a survey on the grounds to investigate 

public perceptions and knowledge of climate change before and after engaging with the exhibition.  

The collected data will then be used to show students data analysis techniques and for class discussions.  



This field trip will show students some of the methods used for collecting data. It will tie in with class 

4 and 5 on public knowledge and perceptions of climate change and it will show students possible ways 

of effectively communicating climate information.  

Additional exercises include: 

1) Citizen science and data rescue project: students will get first hand experience engaging with a 

citizen science project cyclone center and data rescue of old weather records.  

2) Presentation: students will get the opportunity to improve their presentation skills by delivering 

a short presentation related to their in-class data rescue work.  

3) Climate services project: students will be presented with various climate change scenarios (eg: 

what impacts will farmers face from climate change in the future) and be asked to put their 

knowledge to the test and produce an action plan to inform the public of future risks.  

4) Climate debates: students will have the opportunity to put their knowledge to the test and debate 

about various issues related to climate change.  

5) Create surveys: students will gain skills in creating and implementing surveys to capture public 

perceptions of climate change.  

Field report: following the field trip students will evaluate the data obtained and produce an 800 word 

report detailing what they discovered.  

Project: students will produce a 2,500 word project related to one aspect of the course that they are 

interested in. This project could involve data rescue and it's importance or deal with communication of 

climate science to the public.  

 

Reading list: 

Wilby, R.L. Climate Change in Practice.  

IPCC summary for policy makers.  

Kjellström, Erik. "Recent and future signatures of climate change in Europe." AMBIO: A Journal of 

the Human Environment 33.4 (2004): 193-199. 

Noone, Simon, et al. "A 250‐year drought catalogue for the island of Ireland (1765–2015)." 

International Journal of Climatology 37 (2017): 239-254. 

Murphy, Conor, et al. "Irish droughts in newspaper archives: rediscovering forgotten hazards?." 

Weather 72.6 (2017): 151-155. 

Wilby, Robert L., and Suraje Dessai. "Robust adaptation to climate change." Weather 65.7 (2010): 180-

185.  



Poumadere, Marc, et al. "The 2003 heat wave in France: dangerous climate change here and now." Risk 

Analysis: an International Journal 25.6 (2005): 1483-1494. 

Murphy, Conor, et al. "Adapting to climate change in shifting landscapes of belief." Climatic change 

134.1-2 (2016): 101-114. 

Cunsolo, Ashlee, and Neville R. Ellis. "Ecological grief as a mental health response to climate change-

related loss." Nature Climate Change 8.4 (2018): 275. 

Clarke, Darren, Conor Murphy, and Irene Lorenzoni. "Place attachment, disruption and transformative 

adaptation." Journal of Environmental Psychology 55 (2018): 81-89 

Adger, W. Neil, et al. "Are there social limits to adaptation to climate change?." Climatic change 93.3-

4 (2009): 335-354. 

Lenton, Timothy M., et al. "Tipping elements in the Earth's climate system." Proceedings of the national 

Academy of Sciences 105.6 (2008): 1786-1793. 

Smith, Joel B., et al. "Assessing dangerous climate change through an update of the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)“reasons for concern”." Proceedings of the national Academy of 

Sciences 106.11 (2009): 4133-4137. 

ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Ireland & the Great Famine 

History 

HY 273 

5 ECTS Credits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maynooth University International Summer School 

Department of History 

 

HY 273SS 

The Great Irish Famine 

July 2019 

 



 

The Famine Memorial in the Dublin Docklands. Photo by Garrett White 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Module description 

This module will introduce the student to the causes and consequences of the Great Irish Famine, when 

between 1845 and 1852 an estimated one million people died and a further one million migrated. While 

in terms of deaths the Great Irish Famine does not rank anywhere near a number of other such events – 

for example the Irish Famine, 1740-41, when approximately half-a-million of an estimated population 

of two-and-a-half million died, or the Great Bengal Famine, 1769-1773, which caused roughly 10 

million deaths – it has remained a focus of popular memory and scholarly study. 



While the immediate cause of the famine was the failure of the potato crop, this module will place this 

event within the broader social, economic, political and cultural context of nineteenth-century Ireland. 

In doing this, it seeks to understand the multiple factors that caused this disaster; the varied local, state 

and philanthropic responses to it; and its long-term impacts. Students will be introduced to the economic 

and theological concepts that guided contemporary reaction to the outbreak of the famine, as well as 

responses to it. Finally, students will gain an understanding of the contested nature of the historiography 

and remembrance of the famine. 

To help attain this goal, students will study a range of secondary and primary sources, including: 

journals, newspapers, correspondence and eyewitness accounts. 

 

Learning outcomes 

i.  Identify and understand the key causes and consequences of the Great Irish Famine 

ii.  Contextualise the changes in Irish society as a result of the famine 

iii.  Understand and analyse the broad range of primary and secondary source material which underpins 

the study of the Great Famine 

iv.  Interpret and understand a broad range of historiographical arguments relating to the famine. 

v.  Students will construct a researched, structured and persuasive essay on an aspect of the Great Irish 

Famine 

vi.  Students will develop skills in team work and group-research projects  

vii. Students will develop their oral communication skills through seminars and a formal group 

presentation 

 

Readings  

Students are provided with an extensive reading list outlining the main reference, general and Famine-

specific works by historians. All of these are available through the Maynooth University Library, either 

in hard copy or as online resources. To identify additional works pertaining to the Great Irish Famine, 

students are encouraged to consult Irish History Online 

(https://catalogues.ria.ie/Presto/home/home.aspx), a bibliography of Irish history, and the Library 

online catalogue (https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/library).  

Moodle 

The course outline, lecture slides, reading list, course announcements and links to recommended 

websites will be posted on Moodle, the university’s online learning environment (moodle.nuim.ie).  

 

 

Email 

It is important that students check their Maynooth University email accounts regularly, all 

correspondence related to the module should be conducted through this.  

Attendance, preparation and participation  

https://catalogues.ria.ie/Presto/home/home.aspx
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/library


To benefit fully from the course and to ensure participation with their assigned group, students should 

attend all lectures. There is an attendance condition attached to this module. A student must attend 

a minimum of 50% of the module lectures. If this condition is not met the module result is capped 

at a maximum of 35%.  

Please note that it is expected that students are punctual for lectures. If you are late, please enter the 

lecture hall with the minimum of noise and disturbance. If you must leave early, please notify the 

lecturer in advance and sit where you will not disturb others upon leaving. Please ensure that you have 

signed in for class. Phones should not be used in class; laptops etc. should be used for class work only. 

Citation and plagiarism 

All submitted work should include footnotes and a bibliography based on Irish Historical Studies’ Rules 

for Contributors. An abbreviated version of this can be found in the history department’s Undergraduate 

Handbook. Online sources should be from a reputable repository and fully referenced. These are not a 

substitute to engagement with the historical arguments set out in the academic texts contained in the 

reading list. Students should also note the consequences of plagiarism as set in the Undergraduate 

Handbook, this can be viewed here:  

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/default/files/assets/document/Undergraduate%20Handbook

%20October%202018_0.pdf 

All assignments must be accompanied by a fully completed cover sheet, which is available on Maynooth 

University Department of History website: 

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/default/files/assets/document/Cover%20sheet%20for%20His

tory%20undergraduate%20assignments_1.pdf 

 

Assessment 

Assignment 1: Review of secondary source (15%) 750-word review  

Assignment 2: Analysis of primary sources (15%) 750 words 

Assignment 3: Field-trip report (10%) 500 words  

Assignment 4: Group presentation (30%). This will consist of a twenty-minute presentation based on a 

research topic chosen by the group. This topic should be agreed with the course lecturer and work on 

this will form a significant part of the module.  

Assignment 5: Essay (30%) 1,500-word research essay. 

 

Lecture Schedule 

Day 1 (8 July) 

9.30am–12.00pm 

 

 

1.00pm–3.30pm 

Morning 

Introduction 

Lecture 1: Historiography of the famine 

 

Afternoon 

Comparison of secondary sources 

Preparation assignment 1 

Day 2 (10 July) 

9.30–12.00pm 

 

Morning 

Lecture 2: Pre-famine Ireland 

Primary source analysis & discussion 

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/default/files/assets/document/Undergraduate%20Handbook%20October%202018_0.pdf
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/default/files/assets/document/Undergraduate%20Handbook%20October%202018_0.pdf
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/default/files/assets/document/Cover%20sheet%20for%20History%20undergraduate%20assignments_1.pdf
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/default/files/assets/document/Cover%20sheet%20for%20History%20undergraduate%20assignments_1.pdf


 

1.00pm–3.30pm 

 

Afternoon 

Lecture 3: The coming of blight: the famine begins 

Primary source analysis & discussion 

Preparation assignment 2 

Day 3 (15 July) Morning 

Lecture 4: Government response to famine, 1845–6 

Lecture 5: Government response, 1846–50 

 

Afternoon 

Preparation for group presentations 

[Assignment 1 due] 

Day 4 (17 July) Morning 

Lecture 6: Local and private relief efforts, 1845–51 

Primary source analysis & discussion 

 

Afternoon 

Lecture 7: Landlord responses to famine 

Primary source analysis & discussion 

[Assignment 2 due] 

Day 5 (22 July)  

Field Trip to Epic: the Irish Emigration Museum 

 

Day 6 (24 July) Morning 

Lecture 8: Emigration 

Primary source analysis & discussion 

 

Afternoon 

Group presentations 

Day 7 (29 July) Morning 

Lecture 9: Depictions of the famine in fiction, art & film etc. 

Source analysis & discussion 

 

Afternoon 

Film: Black 47 

[Fieldtrip report due] 

Day 8 (31 July) Morning 

Lecture 10: Ireland after the famine 

 

Afternoon 

Module overview & course conclusions 

[Extended essay due] 

 

ENDS 
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Medieval Society  

Nua Gaeilge  
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7.5 ECTS Credits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAYNOOTH UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL  

CENTRE FOR IRISH CULTURAL HERITAGE 

ID202 THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF MEDIEVAL SOCIETY 

 

Contact Hours: 40+ 

Credits: 7.5 ECTS 

 

COURSE AIMS 

Students will develop a broad understanding of early cultural heritage in the areas of archaeology, 

history and early Irish literature and assess this in the context of the presentation of heritage knowledge.  

 

MODULE CONTENT 

This is a foundation course in Irish Cultural Heritage Studies. While introducing students to a general 

understanding of early cultural history, the emphasis is on the importance of academic knowledge of 

the past as a foundation for the presentation and dissemination of cultural heritage for both a scholarly 

audience and the general public. This is an assessment of the diverse and exciting aspects of Irish 

cultural history including archaeology, history, architecture and the arts, the literature of places and 

the creation and manipulation of history in relation to some of the great prehistoric and early medieval 

locations in Ireland. The care, presentation and future development of important heritage sites such as 

Emain Macha, the Hill of Tara, the Boyne Valley (Newgrange) and Clonmacnoise will be assessed in 

the context of modern scholarly interpretation and the increasing importance of cultural awareness. 

FIELD SEMINARS 



An essential part of the teaching in this module is on-site, at the great monuments and complexes that 

form the focus of study. 

1. Laraghbryan medieval church  

2. The Hill of Tara archaeological complex, Bective medieval abbey and Trim Castle  

 3. The monastic complex at Clonmacnoise and the Iron Age trackway at Corlea  

4. Maynooth Castle  

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS 

This module involves a mixture of lectures, class seminars and independent study but there is a 

particular emphasis on Field Seminars where teaching takes place at the sites and monuments associated 

with early Irish cultural heritage. 

 

 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday   Friday Other assignments 

Week 1 (3–7) Orientation 

 

 

 

Lectures 

Laraghbryan 

 Lectures  

Lectures 

 

Week 2 (10–14) Lectures 

Lectures 

 Tara, Bective, 

Trim 

  Assignment 1: Independent Study  

Report (Wednesday) 

Week 3 (17–21) Lectures 

Lectures 

 Lectures 

Lectures 

 Clonmacnoise, 

Corlea 

Assignment 2: 

Site Report (Wednesday) 

Week 4 (24–28) Maynooth 

Castle 

Lectures 

 Lectures 

Assignment 

workshop + 

presentations 

  Complete assignments: Assignment 

3: Essay 

Wednesday 

1 See Assignment 1 

 

Case Study 1: late prehistory and the ‘Royal Sites’ 

 Week 1: Introduction (archaeology, history and literature)  

 Field Seminar 1: Laraghbryan medieval church  

 Preparation for Field Seminar 2: Hill of Tara, Bective Abbey, Trim Castle  

The ‘Royal Sites’—so-called because of the identification in the early medieval period as the pre-

Christian residences of provincial kings—have been the subject of intense recent archaeological 

investigation. This research has revealed a deep history of activity at each of these—Tara, Emain 

Macha (Navan Fort), Dún Ailinne (Knockaulin) and Cruachain—stretching back in some cases to the 

Neolithic period before 3000 BC. The principal era of intensive activity is in the Middle Iron Age La 

Tène period (c. 350–100BC) when impressive religious shrines and sanctuaries, regional ceremonial 

centres, were erected and maintained at each location. Around 100 BC these sites were systematically, 



and apparently synchronously, dismantled and abandoned. The archaeological evidence will be 

examined in detail including data from excavations, remote sensing and LiDAR survey. Comparative 

sites from early prehistory and the early Iron Age in Ireland and beyond will be studied. Visits to 

these sites will be combined with insight into the early medieval texts and stories relating to these 

important complexes and their attendant landscapes. The place of these later synthetic histories, and 

the anchor role that these complexes played in the vivid early literature of Ireland, will also be 

examined. 

 

Week 2 Case Study 1: late prehistory and the ‘Royal Sites’ 

 Deadline for Assignment 1: independent heritage institution Report— 

 Field Seminar 2: Hill of Tara, Bective Abbey, Trim Castle  

The Hill of Tara is a low, prominent, eminence that is the most iconic heritage site in Ireland with a 

wealth of associated archaeology, history myth and literature. On the summit are a large number of 

visible prehistoric monuments (and over one hundred other more obscured sites) ranging from a 

Neolithic passage tomb (‘Mound of the Hostages’—associated in legend with Niall Noígiallach)—to 

the ceremonial entrance way—the Teach Midhchuarta (the ‘Banqueting Hall’)—formalised access to 

the hilltop from the north, a Bronze Age cemetery (2200–1600 BC) that contained over forty elite 

burials and many barrows (burial mounds surrounded by ditches and external banks; c. 1600–800 

BC). Renewed activity in the Iron Age included the creation of the large ‘Royal Enclosure’ (Rath na 

Ríg: fort of the kings, c. 250 BC) on the hill summit as well as two burials monuments Teach Cormac 

(Cormac’s house, after the mythical figure Cormac MacAirt) and the Forradh (‘the King’s Seat’). A 

small Iron Age cemetery (with burials similar to those at Knowth) was followed by series of figure-

of-eight shrines, constructed of upright oak posts, at the site of the Rath of the Synods (referring to 

reputed important meetings of the early Christian Church) and a large circular shrine in the first 

century BC. The final activity at the Rath of the Synods was a defended residential enclosure 

surrounded by three concentric ramparts (c. 200–300 AD). 

Following the arrival of Christianity in the fifth century the Hill of Tara attracted the attentions of 

early medieval scholars including Tírechán (‘Life of Patrick’, c. 670 AD). As part of the process of 

‘creating’ histories and genealogies of the Uí Neill—the descendants of Niall Noígiallach (‘Niall of 

the Nine Hostages’), as well as origin myths for the Irish, these monks gave names to the various 

monuments at Tara (which would have looked exactly as they do now): these ancestral figures, drawn 

from myth and legend, included Niall, Cormac MacAirt, Laoghaire (reputedly the king of Tara at the 

time of St. Patrick), Medb (the sovereignty goddess of Tara) and Grainne. 

The was a revival of interest in Tara as part of the growth of romantic nationalism in the 19th century 

and this attracted attention in the 1798 and 1916 risings against British rule as well as providing the 

venue of a ‘Monster Meeting’ (for ‘Home Rule’) held by Daniel O’Connell in 1943. 

 

Week 3 Case Study 2: early medieval society  

 Complete Assignment 2: Site Report  

 Preparation for Field Seminar 3 

 Field Seminar 3: Clonmacnoise and Corlea  

Early medieval society was based around the family (fine, a complex multigenerational social and 

legal unit) and the tribe (about 150 examples) cradled in a number of important social systems 



including kinship, clientship, fosterage and formal concepts of honour. For these Ireland is fortunate 

in having a great deal of both historical documents (such as the Annals, Law Tracts, Genealogies, 

Hagiographies and a wealth of early literature) and archaeological data. For example, most families 

resided in ringforts (enclosed and defended farmsteads) of which over 40,000 can still be identified; 

excavation of many of these has revealed important details of the day-to-day lifestyle, farming 

economy, craftsmanship and transportation. Students will be introduced to early medieval society 

through multidisciplinary perspective including archaeology, history and literature which will include 

the role and status of women. 

A specific genre of early Irish literature (‘The Death Tales’–royal deaths by wounding, burning and 

drowning) deals with these issues of secular and religious tension; these stories may well relate back 

to the Iron Age Bog Bodies–victims of ritual murder that display evidence for multiple fatal wounds. 

The extraordinarily well-preserved bodies provide important insights into pre-Christian society and 

socio-political customs. 

The great monastery at Clonmacnoise (Cluain Mhic Nois: ‘meadow of the sons of Nos’) is one of the 

most complete religious complexes of early medieval Ireland (c. 400–1200 AD). Although reputedly 

founded in 548 AD by St Ciarán most of the remains (three high crosses, a round tower, eight 

churches, and over 600 early medieval graveslabs) date to the period between 800–1100 AD. 

Clonmacnoise became one of the most powerful, wealthy and influential monastic centres in Ireland. 

It had a famous school and scriptorium (for the copying and illumination of early manuscripts), and 

was an important centre for metal craftsmanship and stone carving. Significant persons associated 

with the monastery include St Ciaran, the later abbots Colmán and Odo, several kings of Tara 

(including Diarmait mac Cerbaill, Flann Sinna, Turlough and Rory O’Connor) and the infamous 

Dearbhforgaill (Derval). Clonmacnoise was virtually an island surrounded by the River Shannon and 

its floodplain (‘the callows’) and peatland. The monastery is on an important ‘crossroads’: the north-

south axis of the River Shannon and the east-west route along a glacial ridge which was an important 

natural route (‘The Pilgrim Road’, an Slí Mhór) from the prehistoric period. Since the early medieval 

period Clonmacnoise has been an important centre of Christian pilgrimage and spiritual devotion. 

There are also the remains of the earliest bridge in Ireland (c. 804 AD) and an impressive early 

Norman castle (1214 AD). 

The Iron Age trackway at Corlea was construction in late 148 BC or early in 147 BC. It is made from 

oak planks 3–3.5m long and around 0.15m thick laid on rails around 1.2m apart. The road was at least 

1.6km long. It is estimated that the sleepers alone amount to 300 large oak trees, or one thousand 

wagon-loads, with a similar volume of birch for the rails. These wooden trackways across bogs are 

very common and over one hundred other, smaller examples, were found in the Corlea area. Part of 

the trackway was conserved and placed back in its original location in a special building. The Corlea 

Trackway appears to have been constructed in a single year, and suggests comparisons with the early 



medieval tale Tochmarc Étaíne (The Wooing of Étaín), where king Eochu Airem sets Midir tasks 

such as planting a forest and building a road across a bog where none had ever been before at a place 

called Móin Lámrai  

 

Week 4 Case Study 2: early medieval society 

 Complete Assignment 3: Essay  

 Field Seminar 4: Maynooth Castle  

 

ASSESSMENT 

Assignment 1 Independent Visit to a Cultural Heritage Site or Institution: 25% 
Students will make an independent visit to at least one cultural heritage institution (from an approved 

list that includes three venues of the National Museum of Ireland in Dublin, the National Gallery of 

Ireland [all free], St Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin Castle, Trim Castle [entry fee]) and respond to a 

questionnaire dealing with their impressions and assessment of the cultural experience. They can 

attend as individuals or in groups; sites visited by students in the course of other field trips (such as 

Castledermot) may be accepted for this assignment.  

 

Assignment 2 Site Report: 25% 
Students will prepare a short written paper (less than 1000 words) on an aspect of the Cultural 

Heritage of the Hill of Tara, Bective Abbey or Trim Castle. 

 

Assignment 3 Essay: 50% 
This (1500 words) will be on one of a number of topic options dealing with an aspect of the Cultural 

Heritage of the ‘Royal Sites’ or early medieval society. 

 

All written assignments must be submitted before the end of the course. 

 

Some core reading: 

Bhreathnach, E. (ed.) 2005 The Kingship and Landscape of Tara. Four Courts Press/ The Discovery  

 Programme, Royal Irish Academy, Dublin. 

Grogan, E. 2008 The Rath of the Synods, Tara, Co. Meath: excavations by Seán P. Ó Ríordáin. UCD  

 School of Archaeology, Wordwell, Dublin. 

Johnston, S. and Wailes, B. 2007 Dún Ailinne: Excavations at an Irish Royal Site 1968–1975. University  

 Museum Publications, Philadelphia. 

Kinsella, T. 1969 The Tain. Translated from the Irish Epic Tain Bo Cuailnge. Dolmen Press, Oxford  

 University Press, Dublin. 

Koch, J.T. and Carey, J. 2000 The Celtic Heroic Age. Literary Sources for Ancient Celtic Europe & Early  

 Ireland & Wales. Celtic Studies Publications 1, Andover and Aberystwyth.  

Lynn, C.J. 2003 Navan Fort. Archaeology and myth. Wordwell, Bray. 

McCone, K. 1990 Pagan Past and Christian Present in Early Irish Literature. An Sagart, Maynooth. 

Mallory, J.P. 2013 The Origins of the Irish. Thames and Hudson, London.  

Mitchell, G.F. and Ryan, M. 1997 Reading the Irish Landscape. Town House, Dublin. 

Ní Bhrolcháin, M. 2009 An Introduction to Early Irish Literature. Four Courts Press, Dublin. 

Raftery, B. 1994 Pagan Celtic Ireland. The Enigma of the Irish Iron Age. Thames and Hudson, London. 

Schot, R., Newman, C. and Bhreathnach, E. 2011 Landscapes of Cult and Kingship. Four Courts Press, Dublin. 

Waddell, J. 1998/2010 The Prehistoric Archaeology of Ireland, Galway University Press, Galway. 

Waddell, J. 2014 Archaeology and Celtic Myth. Four Courts Press, Dublin. 

Waddell, J., Fenwick, J. and Barton, K. 2009 Rathcroghan: archaeological and geophysical survey in a ritual  

 landscape. Wordwell, Dublin. 

Waterman, D.M. 1997 Excavations at Navan Fort 1961‒71 (compiled by C.J. Lynn). Her Majesty’s  



 Stationary Office, Belfast. 
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Overview 

This course focuses on digital marketing and seeks to provide students with perspectives for 

managing the online presence within an organisation. This module introduces students to the 

terminology of digital marketing and equips them with the knowledge to design and evaluate a 

digital marketing campaign. Central to this module is an understanding of how digital marketing 

complements traditional marketing strategy and communications. The Digital Marketing course 

centres around the themes of: 

1) The Digital Marketing Context and Environment; 

2) Digital Marketing Strategy; 

3) Digital Marketing Tools; 

4) Campaign Planning and Evaluation; and 

5) Online Customer Relationship Management. 

Learning Outcomes 

 On successful completion of the module, students should be able to: 

 Evaluate the main tools used in digital marketing; 

 Identify appropriate online tools and platforms for achieving strategic digital marketing 

objectives; 

 Plan and implement a digital marketing campaign; 

 Discuss how companies leverage digital technologies to deliver added value to customers; 

and 

 Apply digital marketing tools to increase customer satisfaction and enhance customer 

relationship management. 

Teaching & Learning methods 

Allocation and number of hours can vary slight when delivered in 4 week summer school programme. 

Delivery methods   Hours 

Lectures    40 

Independent student activities  110 

Total     150 

Assessment 

Module Graded (numeric value) or Ungraded (Pass/Not Passed): Graded 

Assessment type   Weighting  

Continuous Assessment  100%    

Total     100%  

Pass standard:     40% 

Maynooth University School of Business Overall Mark Calculation and Continuous Assessment Policy 

applies to this module. 



 


