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Options after

your Degree
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How the Careers Service works

• Open Online

• Monday – Friday

• Use Careers Connect to 
engage with us

• Website 
www.maynoothuniversity.ie/
careers - lots of useful 
career/job search 
information and resources

http://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers




What can I do after my degree?

• What would you like to do?

• What are you interestedin?

• What if I don’t know?......How do I find  
this out?

Career DevelopmentCentre
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Step One - You

• Careers related to your subjects

• Careers with any subject

• Take an Assessment Test which will  
generate names of careers which may suit  
your interests

Career DevelopmentCentre
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What to do after your degree?
• Start before you finish yourdegree

• Startnow

• Look at your interests (Interest Tests) andskills

• Find out more about the job titles that interestyou

(even if you only have a very vague idea at themoment)

• It is ok not toknow

• It can take time to explore options and find what worksfor
you…ongoing process

Career DevelopmentCentre
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What can I do after my degree?

• Do you want to do further study?

• Do you need to do further study for a particular  
career?

• Do you want a job after you finish your degree?

• Do you want to take some time out?

Career DevelopmentCentre
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Step 2 – Opportunities…  

What is out there?

Find out more about careers by:

• Researching career areas and job descriptions

• Find out

– Can you apply to start these jobs after yourdegree?

– Do you need a postgraduatequalification?

– Do you need relevantexperience?

• Information Interviewing

• Workexperience/shadowing/volunteering

Career DevelopmentCentre
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Some options

• Further study – in the same area(s) of study as your undergraduate  
degree

• Further study – in a different area(s) of study as your  
undergraduatedegree

• Employment – directly related to the subject you studied

• Employment – not directly related to the subject you studied

• Other - CV building exercises, work experience, voluntary work,  
internship, travel, year out to look at career options in more  
detail...

Career DevelopmentCentre
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Why do further study?

• I have an interest (or talent) in my subject and I wishto  
continue exploring / learning / researching

• I have identified a career area that I wish to enter, andI  
need further qualifications to gain entry

Career DevelopmentCentre
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Conversion courses…

• You can gain entry to a taught postgraduatecoursesin
*almost* any subject from your current position

• Conversion courses take the relevant subject material  
from an undergraduate course and teach it intensivelyin  
a postgraduatecourse

• Accountancy, many Arts subjects, Business,Computer  
Science/IT, Media, Psychology, some Social Science  
programmes…

Career DevelopmentCentre
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How to apply…
• Some popular/competitive programmes close early (e.g. December)

• Some stay open until July

• Applications are either at www.pac.ie or on the website of the  
particular university. Applications usually require university  
transcripts (results), personal statement & 2 references(or referee  
names) and possibly aCV.

• Usually one application form per institution. €50 approx. eachform

• Contact the course coordinators for more details regarding course  
content

• Apply to SUSI if applicable and check if the university ahs additional  
funding for which you can apply e.g. Taught Masters  Bursaries / 
Scholarships (Contact Graduate Studies Office)

Career DevelopmentCentre
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Jobs
• Employers contact the Careers Service on an on-going  

basis throughout the year
• Jobs advertised on Careers Connect

• Most recruitment takes place during finalyear

• Think about an internship – valuable experience

• CV and Applications

– Careers website (Find a Job Section)

– CV Review: Send a query or book an appointment 
on Careers Connect

Career DevelopmentCentre
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What an employer values…

• Your skill set, which you develop through competing  
your course work and attendinguniversity

• Any subject knowledge or subject specific skillsetsyour  
developed

• Your academic performance (your grades)

• Any other activities your have done e.g. clubs/socs,  
sports, part-time work, volunteering, work experience

Career DevelopmentCentre
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Jobs

• 30%-40% jobs: Anydiscipline

• How is this possible?

• Think back to the previous “what employers value”slide

• Company will train you in what you need to know.

Career DevelopmentCentre
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The job search

• Advertised

– Job ads that appear on job search websites
&  through other media

• Recruitment Agencies

– Organisations which are paid by a company tofind
the right person for their vacantjob

• Non-Advertised / Speculative application

– Approach an employer yourself where no job is  
advertised

Career DevelopmentCentre
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Graduate Recruitment - Employers
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Students use the Careers Service 
for help with…Jobs

• Graduate Recruitment still strong despite 
Covid-19 challenges

• 200+ employers advertised with us last year 
(2020-2021)
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Students use the Careers Service 
for help with…Jobs
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Students use the Careers Service 
for help with…Jobs
Employers begin recruiting early in final year

• Graduate Jobs

• Graduate Programmes

• Recruitment begins early for some firms

Law, Accounting, Pharma, Business, IT

• Important to begin planning before final year
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Find graduate jobs, 
graduate programmes 
and immediate start 
positions





Step 3: Decision

• From Step 1 – what have you learned about what you  
want from your careers & what skills you have tooffer?

• From Step 2 – What have you learned from your  
research on what opportunities are available toyou?

• Careers Centre – do you want to talk to anadviser?

Career DevelopmentCentre
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Book careers 
appointments



Careers Connect –
Current Students

http://mu.ie/careers-connect

• Send a Query – Careers Advisers 
answer your questions e.g. Career  
plans, application/job search 
questions, CV reviews

• Search and Apply for Jobs

• Book career guidance meetings
with Careers Advisers

• View Careers/Recruitment Events

• Set up Job/Events email alerts

maynoothuniversity.ie

http://mu.ie/careers-connect
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Use Queries 
to send your  
questions to 
our careers 
advisers
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Any Questions???







Any Questions?

The Careers Service team 

are here to help you.

Careers Connect

✓ Careers Information / Questions

✓ Careers Appointments

www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers

@mu_careersservice  

MU Careers Service

http://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers

