TOPIC: Scholars and institutions willing to host Ukrainian researchers under general funding programmes are encouraged to submit a support offer to the #ScienceForUkraine database
Recently, many funding programs and organisations offered hosting researchers from Ukraine in a research institution offering special scholarships or with funding from existing grant projects. However, many of those opportunities are not listed in #ScienceForUkraine database and thus fail to reach the dedicated audience. Moreover, our team of volunteers provides support to potential applicants from Ukraine everyday, so it is important that support listings are as easy to find as possible.  Register your support offer today!
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The decline in listings despite many visits. Since the first days of Russian invasion #ScienceForUkraine has been collecting data on the opportunities for Ukrainian scholars and students. Currently, we are noticing a worrying trend. In the first four weeks we had a weekly influx of around 300-400 new listings, whereas in the first week of April it declined to around 150 and last week brought only 60 new offers. On the other hand, the interest in our listings remains quite steady with 3,000 unique weekly users from Ukraine. Overall, the site had more than 100,000 unique visitors since March, 1 2022. Furthermore, #ScienceForUkraine collaborates with Ukrainian universities, research associations and support organisations. We are following the situation of Ukrainian researchers and doing our utmost to ensure that they get the information about support opportunities they need.
The cause: offers using indirect funding opportunities not submitted to our database. We think that the reason behind the decline in the new listings is the shift from direct to indirect forms of support for Ukrainian scholars. Throughout March most of the offers came directly from institutions and researchers willing to host Ukrainian colleagues. This has changed because the institutional resources declined but also larger funding bodies offered indirect support, i.e. provided a framework in which institutions could apply for funds or use existing research grants to support scholars in need. 
Examples of indirect funding programs. Firstly, many funders encourage grant beneficiaries to hire Ukrainian staff in their projects. This happens both on the European (Horizon for Ukraine, ERC for Ukraine) and national levels (e.g., Polish National Science Centre). Secondly, scholarship programmes were launched whereby a funder or a higher-level institution provides funding for scholars hosted at universities and research institutions. Such funding was offered, among others, by ministries (e.g. in Italy and Latvia), research funding organisations (e.g. FWF Austrian Science Fund, PAUSE-ANR, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, DFG German Research Foundation, DAAD, The Wallenberg Foundations, Swiss National Science Foundation, KK-stiftelsen, Swedish Foundation for Strategic Research, Lithuanian Science Council), and academies (e.g. Austrian Academy of Sciences, The Finnish Society of Sciences and Letters, Polish Academy of Sciences, Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences). More examples of direct and indirect support programmes could be found on our website.
The remedy: institutions should register their offers under indirect support programmes. Many institutions probably assume that being eligible to host an applicant to the general scheme or being listed in this scheme’s database is enough. However, the prospective candidates may not be able to find such an institution, offer or a right person to get in touch with. Hence, we strongly recommend that institutions and research teams willing to host Ukrainian scholars under more general funding schemes, prepare a dedicated offer outlining the scope of work and opportunities, and post it on their website and in ScienceForUkraine for better visibility.
How to register an offer with ScienceForUkraine. To register your offer of support, please fill in this web form with as detailed information as possible: scienceforukraine.eu/submit
If you would like to know more about what kind of help Ukrainian researchers might need, take a look at the help section of our website: scienceforukraine.eu/help.html
Who we are. #ScienceForUkraine(https://scienceforukraine.eu/) is an initiative of volunteers providing information about temporary job opportunities for scholars fleeing Ukraine with a wide international reach. Over 2000 scientific groups all over the world have already joined our movement and we are hoping that you will be able to open your door to Ukrainian scholars as well. 
Register your support offer today!

